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PREFACE. 




In ifiling n second volume of u Madras in the 
Olden Time*' as it is depicted in the old records 
of the Madras Government, the Compiler has little 
to add to the Preface which was appended to th 
former volume. He has continued to adhere to 
his design of endeavouring to convey to the reader 
all the pleasure and information to be derived from 
a perused of the original records, without the 
painful labour of wading through a mass of 
obsolete detail. The present volume brings the 
annals down to the year 1727. The third volume 
will so far complete the undertaking, as to fill up 
the blank which has hitherto existed in the history 
of the English Se*'’ nt, between the first found¬ 
ation of Port v. i rge and the period when 
Mr. Onnc's history may be ^Jd to begin. 

According to the plan here sketched out, the 
present series of annals of the Madras Presidency 
will bo brought to a dose about the, middle of the 
last century. But it may not be premature to add 
that the compiler ha. no intention of bringing his 
labours to a conclusion at so important a crisis in 
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the history of British India. From 1040 to 1750 
the Min.il comprise little more than the story of a 
commercial settlement; and may be beet gathered 
from selections from the early records, such as we 
are now pi icing•beforo out readers. But the half 
century immediately succeeding to that period is 
a period of conquest, of which only a small portion 
of the history has been told by Mr. Ormc, and to 
which modern historians genu ally have only done 
partial justice. India as it was in the days of 
Clive ami .Hastings, Hvder anil Tip poo, of Coot® 
mt d Wellington, of Cornwallis and Mornington, is 
almost u Wank so far ns a living narratifo of the 
times is concerned. The politician, the moralist, 
and the military annalist have done their .best, but 
it still remains for the antiquarian to exhume from 
the records of the time, ike story of that eventful 
period written by t'- ' factors themselves'. 

Such a task however iiivok —e than an 

examination of the records* single Presidency; 
and the writer must therefore defer placing any 
definite plan kaore his readers, until the third and 
concluding volume of “Madras in the Olden 
Time,” which is nearly all ready lor the press, 
shall have been fairly brought to a close. 
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HISTORY OF THE MADRAS 
PRESIDENCY. 




CHAPTER XVIII. 

GOVERNORSHIP or ?*n. THOMAS PITT, 

1701 —3. 

In the previous volume wo brought'Mown the 
annals of Madras to the siege of Fort St. George 
by the Nabob Do wood Ki>an. Before however 
proceeding with the annals chronologically, we 
ahull bring forward a few extracts for tho years 
1701 and 1702, which refer to domestic incidents, 
and which could not have appeared in their chro¬ 
nological ndcr without interfering with <he history 
of the siege. After the date of the raising of the 
blockade, the events will ho arranged as before in 
order of time. 

The first extract refers to the old struggle for 
tho exercise of independent power by the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of St. Thome, /.gainst the Go¬ 
vernor of Fort St, George. 

14 Thursday, 8th May, 1701. The Secretary is 
ordered to deliver Padre Friar Michael Anjou a, the 
following paper translated in Portuguese* and he 
to be present at the reading of the «amc in their 
Church on Sunday next. 
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“ Whereas we, the Governor and Council of 
this place, have been credibly informed that on or 
about the 12th March last, the Right Rev. Father 
Don Gnspar Alfonso, Bishop of St. Thomd, as he 
styles himself, did send a paper to the Padres of 
Madras belonging to the Church, for the exer¬ 
cising the Roman Catholic Religion, commanding 
and requiring them to publish the same • the pur¬ 
port of which paper being to require and com¬ 
mand the delive ring up of sundry papers to the 
Pro visor and Vicar General of St Thome * which 
paper? wholly relate to a cause depending in our 
Court of Admiralty ? and upon their non conq.li- 
ance with * the same, they were to undergo the 
greatest excommtmication. 

“ In order to publish these om* highest resent¬ 
ments against the Right Reverend Don Gaspur Al- 
fonsa’s proceedings, and the Reverend Padre Friar 
Michticd Anjcras compliance with the same, wo 
hereby declare that no Bishop what; :• war of the- 
Roman CnthoBe religion hath any power or juris¬ 
diction over the Clergy or Laymen of that persua¬ 
sion, residing under this our government. 

4t And to prevent the like irregularities for the 
future, we strictly command uml enjoin you Padre 
Friar Michael Anjous, or whoever shall succeed 
yon as Chief Padre in this Church, not to publish, 
read, or permit to be tend any paper directed to 
you from any Bishop or ecclesiastical fmmtionaiy 
w hatever, without firs#acquainting the Governor of 
this place, and obtaining his leave for the same, 
as yon will answer tho contrary at your peril. And 
we further require you to publish this our order in 
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your Church in a full congregation on Sunday 
next. Given under our hands and the sen] of flu* 
flight Honourable C ora pan v. Dated at. Fort St. 
<ieorge in the city of Madias, this eighth day of 
May, 1701. 

(Signed by the President and Council.) 

Our next incident is quite a domestic one. 

M Tuesday, 9tli May. .Whereas Ensign William 
Bead on Sunday Iasi coming drunk into Church 
and challenging ids fellow officers, it is therefore 
resolved for such oiieuoes, that one month’a pay be 
stopped by the Paymaster, and lie be severely re¬ 
primanded by us.” 

The following little anecdote illustrates the com¬ 
mercial rivurly which prevailed between the Dutch 
ut I?nbeat and the English at Fort St. George 

“ Saturday, 28th June. Serapa and the Joint 
Stock Merchants informing us that the Dutch, who 
have now made great contracts all along this coast, 
are tampering with nil nr Weavers to seduce them 
from our service And whereas it ha.? been the 
custom in such cousidinralde contracts a* hnvc been 
lately made here, to dajposit in the Weavers hands 
fi ve Pagodas for each loom, to be delivered in doth 
at t he last payment} t he Dutch now, to engross the 
Weavers and get them iroraour Merchants, have 
oftemsd to deposit in the Weavers hands tea Pago¬ 
das for each loom. So considering the ill conse¬ 
quences if we should not . enable our Merchants to 
do the same, aud that they will inevitably lose 
their loom* ; we order that forthwith fifteen 
thousand Pagodas be advanced to Serapa and the 
^oint Stock Merchants/* 
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The next incident illustrates the Native idea 
of the hereditary nature 61 aU public appoint mentor, 

u Wednesday, 24th Tleoembe. Angerapa Naik, 
our Watchman, dying the £9ill October last, there 
has been great application by letters from several 
Polhvuv* to us in the behalf of Tiroapa Naik, who 
contended moral years fm the place with tin 
deceased Watchman ; but finding upon enquiry 
that it was notice right, beside*hating' murdered 
Home inhabitants of this place, he was- rejected. 
And whereas the late (kwased Watchman lias left 
a son an infant, who upon enquiry of the most 
knowing inhabitants of this place say* that the in¬ 
fant has the right of succession : so that to prevent 
anv more application to ns, ami fearing that Tima pa 
Naik may procure the Nabob's perwarxna, which 
may occasion disputes between the Government 
and ub ; we have thought lit to grant our Cowle 
to the infant, during whose minority his unde 
Tegapa Naik is to officiate and to be Chief Watch¬ 
man of this place ; and accordingly it is agreed 
that the infant be taalieriffwi with the usual cere¬ 
mony, and a Coudc drawn out. 11 

The losses entailed upon the Company’s Go¬ 
vernment by the proceedings of the Arab Pirates 
have been already alluded to, and are sufficiently 
represented in the following extracts. Our readers 
will bear in mind that it was at this same Judifo 
or Jedda, the Port of Mecca, that the massacre of 
Christians took place hi 1858. 

“Saturday, 24th January, 1702. This place 
Madras having suffered much by ships unjustly seiz¬ 
ed by the Arabs of Muscat and the 13a^haw at 
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Joakla, which has occasioned great clamours amount 
tho inhabitants of all &orti? in this place, chiefly 
through despair of any fissistance from the Govern¬ 
ment, for procuring satisfaction, for the same ; the 
Governor mul Council, to pacify them for the pro- 
sei-t, proposed the sending n Petition to the king of 
England, and a ijetter to the Company, setting 
forth their grievances and great lot: ea thereby. 
Which Petition and jotter was read and agreed on 
as catered after this Consultation. 

“ To the king’s most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. 

44 The humble Petition of your Majesty's most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, inhabitants of the city 
of Madras on tho Coast of Coromandel in the 
Ea*t Indies. 
u Humbly shewetli, 

That we, yonr Majesty’s Petitioners residing in 
this place, having lilx;rty of trade in these parts 
gal, and thence to Persia, where she arrived safe; 
but on her return : 1 Till April, she met three 
Arab ships off Muscat, and took her and carried 
her into that Port, and made prize both of ship 
from the East Tndia Company* Merchants of Lon¬ 
don trading to the Bast Indies, did in June 1695 
equip out a ship (‘ailed the i! London,” burthen 
about IiO tons. Pi chard William Master, to Ben- 

* Our readers must bear in mind that the Company's 
sart&nte at tlii^ thru* had pet mission to trnde on their 
own account between different porta in the Ewst, so long 
pm they did not interfere iu tire trade with Europe. 
Thip permissive trade they generally carried on with 
the instance of tho principal Native Merchants of 
Madras oh the principle <*f a Joint Stock Company. 
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aurl cargo, valued at about 85000 sterling. She 
line! ton Europe men on hoard of her, three of 
which made their escape, and the others miserably 
perished in prison who were most part your Ma ¬ 
jesty’s subjects. And on the 18 th June 1700 did 
send hence a ship called the “ Friendship,? bur¬ 
then. 100 tons, WiUiara M err ire Master, to Sumt 
who from f ence wont to Persia, and meeting with 
two Arab ships in the Gulf, was seized on by them 
and carried to Muscat, where they sold the slap 
and cargo, amounting to about t&OOd sterling, 
besides Armenian goods of great value; and im¬ 
prisoned alter a most barbarous manner her ship’s 
company, the neater, mates, and several Officers 
being your majesty’a subjects. 

‘ YW also in October 1009 sent a ship called 
the “Diamond,” burthen about lOOton.s John 
Cockroft Master, to Bengal, and there to lade for 
Judda in the Bed Seas; who accordingly did, 
and proceeded to the aforesaid Port; but los¬ 
ing her passage wintered at Acheen, eo that 
sho did not arrive «t Judda till March 170.1. 
They were promised by the Bashaw freedom of 
trade, and the protection of the Pun ; upon which 
they landed their goods and sold to the Bashaw 
and hi~> officers good part. thereof ; but soon after 
they were possessed of the goods, they seized the 
ship and the remaining part of the cargo, which 
they made sale of; so that with what they had 
before in their hands, amounting to at least 
£80,000 sterling. They also seized the Supere rr- 
s?o and Commander, and what other Europe men 
did not make their escape and murdered some of 


iroi-4.) 


history ok madras 


7 


them by their barbarous imprisonment, and threaten 
to sell the pels on j of those living. Ail which was 
upon pretence, that this wa« the ship that took an 
Arab >hip oft tin high land of St. John’s near 
Surat the year before. At which time this ship 
*' ! haroond*' was at Mochn, and returned thence 
into this road in September, whilst your Majesty’s 
lour Men of War were here ; and being informed 
that this place Judda is in some measure under 
the Government of the Grand Seigneur, we have 
represented this great injustice by letter to your 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople and 
your Consul at Grand C iro. 

** TjScse our misfortune:?, We know not what 
cause to assign for them, unless it be as is re¬ 
ported through this country, that borne of our 
tuition have most, industriously endeavoured to fix 
all piracies committed in these parts on the Old 
Bast India Company and their Factors, and oil 
such as reside in their settlements ; inculcating 
likewise into the Native*, that let them seize what 
they will of ours, tluit we have no power to make 
ourielves resthution, nor will there be any trouble 
come to them thereon. 

“ We having here most humbly represented to 
your Majesty, the most notorious injustice* we 
have suffered from the Arabs of Muscat and 
Bashaw of Jndda, all amounting to at least 
£43.000 sterling ; fo, the restitution of which 
we humbly implore that your sacred Majesty will 
be graciously pleased to extend your Renal protec- 
lion to us, in granting us your letters of reprisal; 
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or in Bach manner as in your great wisdom shall 
be thought meet. 

“ And your Petitioners a* in duty bound shall 
ev 'V pray, etc 

The Li tter to the Company covering the Peti¬ 
tion to the Ling, contains little more than a re¬ 
quest that the fetter might be forwarded. The 
following extract from it is worthy of prese •ration 
os exhibiting theffleling of animosity which pre¬ 
vailed against the New Fast Indio Company. 

* 4 We have too much reason to be jealous that 
that unhappy misfortune at Jmldn may be justly 
attributed to the infamous and hellish eoni.ri 
vances of some of our own countrymen (i. e.^ New 
East India Company), who have stuck at nothing 
in endeavouring to fix the Piracies upon you md 
your Factors abroad. And if that Bashaw of Jud- 
da does what wo arc advised of, in selling the 
Command r and Supercargo, why may it not be n 
precedent for the Arabs of Muscat, and the Moors 
throughout India, to do the same, and then what 
will become of all your subordinate -Factories. 
These are also many more dreadful cottsequenoea 
to bo inferred from the late rcpisteueies of these 
notions ; and if they he not speedily called to an 
account, and forced to restitution for what is 
nssecl, it will most certainly end in the utter ruin 
of your trade in these parts.” 

We now return to tine domestic an Hal's of the 
Presidency. .During the actual blockade of Fort 
St. George, no other entries of any importance ap¬ 
pear in the consultation books except mg those con¬ 
nected^ oh the siege. In May however, matters 
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returned to .their old cluomcL The following cx- 
tracts explain themselves. 

" Thursday, Slat May, 17015. We finding that 
gardens within a rode of the works of Black town to 
he very inconvenient, they giving great advantage 
to an enemy for Lodgements, and erecting Batte¬ 
ries agaiust m ; for which reason it is ordered that 
Messrs. Empsou and Marshall do take a view of 
what Gardens have been planted these live years, 
and report to the Governor and Council the dis¬ 
tance they are from the works, and whether any 
v ay 8 inco min odious 

u It is ordered that the Paymaster provide scar¬ 
let coats and beaver hats for tho Portuguese Ofll- 
cans, as a gratuity for their readiness to serve the 
Garrison, and the same for the English Officers, 
viz. Lieutenants and Ensigns.’* 

Tho departure of Da wood Khan was celebrated 
with four days successive feasting as appears from 
the next entry. 

“ Friday, 22nd May. On the 19th instant the 
Portuguese Militia, on the 20th one Company of 
Soldiers, the next day the other Company, and tide 
day the Gunroom crew, were handsomely treated 
with dinner under a Inigo tent spread in the Inner 
Fort; and the Commission Officers of the respec¬ 
tive Companies those evenings supped with the 
Governor.” Again on the 25th, “ the Governor 
and Council and Trainbands were splendidly enter- 
lamed with a supper at the Company's Garden ; 
they having also been under arms in our late ♦ 
troubles.” 5 

The following complaint brought by a crew 
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against their Commander and Chief Mate is worthy 
of preservation. 

* Wednesday, 8th July. The Governor yester¬ 
day rec iviug a sort, of a Letter, with a Paper sign¬ 
ed by twenty-nine of the Phomh Ship’s Company, 
commonly called a Bound Bobin ; the purport of 
the* Letter consisting chiefly of complaints against 
Captain Carswell and his Chief Mate, Mr. \bbis. 
The Governor immediately sent for the Captain 
and Purser of said ship, who scorned to be sur¬ 
prised at it, saying that they knew nothing of the 
matter. Upon which the Governor sent o!V an 
order to the Chief Mate, about which the Captain, 
Chief Mata, and five of the men appeared before, 
us this day; two of the five being the Boatswain and 
Gunner of the Ship, who complained chiefly of the 
disability of the Chief Mate, that he knew not how¬ 
to db charge his fluty in that employ, as also of hts 
abusing the me a. Their complaints chiefly against 
their Commander for pinching them in their pro¬ 
visions ; he v'otifessiug before us that their allow¬ 
ance three times a week is but a quart ot rice and 
gram together for five men a day, Imfc promises 
that for the future it shall be rectified. So upon 
the whole examination of this business, we find 
that the Gunner 1ms been the ringleader, who 
seems io us to be .an impndent, saucy, insinuating 
feflow, and believe has been the sole occasion of 
stirring up the men to complain in this malicious 
manner. The Bound Eobin as well ns the Letter,as he 
* himself confesses, wa;-> wrote with his hand ; so that 
to prevent the ill consequence that may attend 
such clamours, it is resolved that the Gunner 




HISTORY or MADRAS. 


11 


and Boatswain arc discharged the ship, ns also 
Daniel Bulfmch aud Peter Middles ton; the tw# 
latter n<< the Captain tells us, have been very active 
in this villany ; and for the present that the four 
aforesaid persona lie committed to the main guard, 
till we consider of inflicting such punishment m 
they deserve. ’ 

On the Blit March* 1702 died \\iiliain III, and 
in 8ep ember the same year t he news reached Fort 
bt. George, as will be seen from the following 
entry. 

“ Thursday, 17th September. Tn pursuance to 
an order of Consultation, the Flag was early this 
morning hoisted, ml at eight o’clock was lower¬ 
'd, when then was two volleys small shot and one 
hundred cannon discharged by the half minute 
glass, fur the death of our late gracious King Wil¬ 
liam the Third of blessed memory. Thun the Flag 
was again hoisted up, when the Mayor, and all the 
Aldermen hi their gowns tfn horseback, with t v elve 
Halljertcem and a Company of Grenadier} march¬ 
ing before, them, Proclaimed our gracious Queen 
Anne at the Fort (rate, Town Hall, Ben Gate, and 
Choultry Gate, with many huz/As and grent de¬ 
monstration of joy, with three volleys small shot 
and one hundred and one pieces of cannon dis¬ 
charged. And in the evening the Governor, at¬ 
tended by all the Gentlemen of ihe Council, with 
the Mayor and Aldermen and several other gentle¬ 
men in palanquins and horseback, to the Com¬ 
pany’s Bowling Garden, where there was a hand¬ 
some treat provided ; all Europeans of fashion in 
tu : city being invited to the same, where they 
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drank the Queen’s health, aud prosperity to old 
ringlaad, with many others. 

The following very disinterested act on the part 
of a Native Chief deserves especial notice. 

* r Saturday, 26th. Abdul Labbv Khan, Go¬ 
vernor of Porto Novo arul the country about it, 
came la.it night to St. Thorne, having been lately 
•»t the Camp at Vellore ; unto whom the Governor 
,-enfc this morning the Moollah with a compliment, 
and two bottles of rosewater, which lie kindly re¬ 
ceived, and intimated to him that he was desirous 
of seeing Madras, which the Moollah was ordered 
to evade if possible, but not to give a flat denial. 
And whereas we have always found the Governor 
of Vorto Novo a friend to our Company's interest, 
and to preserve his friendship, it is agreed that we 
make him a present of Gold Chains to the value of 
about 450 Pagodas. 

" Sunday, 27th, The Moollah and BrahmiY 
did this day attend the Nabob Abdul Labby at 
St. There wit h the present of Gold Chains, which 
they privately offered ; but he refused to accept 
then,, telling them ho wss a true friend to the 
English, so would take no present, but would al¬ 
ways continue the kindness he had for us, and 
make it his study to do via all the good services 
that lay in Ms power/' 

Our next extracts explains itself. 

r< Tuesday, 20th October. During the . time 
Dawood Khan lay before this plane, we were 
continually straightened for provisions, at which 
time the weather being very hot wo could not salt 
up any ; so were forced to keep a great number e 
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Hop, the meat for which t*;is very chargeable, 
besides the great inconvenience of keeping such a 
number. So to prevent any future danger that 
may happen from the Garrison wanting Provisions, 
it id agreed that between this and January next, 
that the Steward be ordered to kill three hundred 
Hogs, to be salted up as the Governor from time 
to time shall direct. And if it should so happen 
there he no occasion for them, that then they bo 
disposed of to the shipping as opportunity offers.” 

“ Wednesday, 4th November. The President is 
advised from Maaulipatnm that the Mogul pitch¬ 
ing hi ' Camp near some great mountains, from 
which of a sudden came so great fall of waters, 
that it swept away about 150,000 people, with 
elephants, horses, eanu and baggage, be himself 
narrowly escaping” (This overt is noticed by 
Eiphinstoue, who however reduces the number of 
people who perished to 12,000.) 

I he following incid ent furnishes nut extraordi* 
nary illustration of the ad minis l ration of the law. 

4f Friday, 6th. The 29th ulfc. it was ordered 
that the three black fellows apprehended, and found 
preparing to coin Pagodas, should be brought on 
their trial to-morrow ; but finding the evidence 
against them is so insufficient that they will most 
certainly bo acquitted* and they offering six 
hundred Pagodas to be acquitted without a trial, 
it is thought much better U accept the same ; not 
only in regard to the si t hundred Pagodas, but 
likewise their being acquitted on their trial uould. 
encourage others to attempt the same; ami ac- 
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corclingly it is agreed to receive the said six hun¬ 
dred Pagodas, ami banish them the place. 

The news of the war of the; Spanish succession 
had now reached the Presidency) mid preparations 
were made to improve t he defences. The follow ing 
entry will illustrate the state of affairs. 

41 Saturday, 16th January, 1703. Here being 
a report that there is coming a strong squadron of 
French and Portuguese men of war tor India, 
against which vve are informed the Dutch are mak¬ 
ing great preparations, and putting their garrisons 
in ft posture of defence ; and we h aving our nation 
ia engaged in (he war in Europe, oud well know Lug 
that the Dutch will give iia no manner of assistance, 
so think it necessary to keep our Garrison in the 
best posture of defence we are capable of.” 

This year another series of attempts was com¬ 
menced Yor obtaining possession of the Company’s 
out towns of Bgaiore, Persewaukum, and Tripli- 
cane. The first, it will be seen, was checked by a 
very decided action on the part of Governor Pitt. 

“Friday, 12th March. The Governor having 
news brought him last night, that there had been 
six or eight Peons, who had tied leaves in the 
Company’s towns, which is the custom of the 
country when they take possession of any place ; 
Peons Were sent out immediately to smze them* 
but could not find them ; but this morning 
three of them came to the Governor at Egraore, 
and produced a paper which is an order from 
the Fonjdar of Poomunailee, grounded, upon 
an order he had received from th^v King’s 
Dew. a Mahomed Sekh The Governor ^'ordered 
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them to be carried prisoners to the Fort, where 
they were put in irons, and intended to be punish** 
ed for executing an order within our jurisdiction, 
without first acquainting the Governor therewith/* 
Four days afterwards the three Peons were re¬ 
leased, “ w consideration that they were but ser¬ 
vant* and obeyed only their Master's order ; but 
wen * verelv checked for t he same, the Governor 
telling t hem tiiat if they or any others presumed 
to do the likt again, they should most certainly 
lose t heir heads.” J 

The following entry of the same date explains 
itself. 

“Mr. Richard Pearson writer, who came out in 
the PAami*?, and immediately sent to Mapulipatam, 
where be behaved himself Verv insolently to hi* 
superiors, for which they sent him hither in Janu¬ 
ary last, where soon after he behaved himself very 
impudently to the Governor, who confined and 
punished him for it; and afterward* upon hi sub¬ 
mission, and acknowledging his fault with promis¬ 
es of amendment he Was set at liberty ; when in 
few days after, he quarrelled at the Company’s 
General table, where he gave opprobious language 
to several, and blows to boot. So finding him an 
incorrigible and debauched feUow, ami that keep¬ 
ing him here may tend to the min of several of the 
young men iu the Company*! service ;—it is 
agreed that be be confined to the inward Fort, and 
sent for England by the first opportunity ; and 
that he be permitted to come no more to the Com¬ 
pany’s Table, but that the Steward shall send him 
such Provision* as the Governor directs ” 


16 


HISTOltY OF ItADlUU. 


tittu-sj. 


We have already seetfj on the occasion of the 
visit, of the Nabob Dawood Khan to Fort St. 
George, that the General Table could be magnifi¬ 
cently setved. The following extracts nit), prove 
that even in the matter of silver plate, the show 
was by no means despicable for those days. 

“ Thursday, 8th April, 1703. The Company 
having no plate for their General Table, or any 
other use, but what is very old and battered, and 
but very little of it too, which is now agreed to be 
melted down, and the President who brought out 
a set of plate with him, and has used it ever since 
at his own charge : it is agreed that the same now 
bo taken on the Company’s account,; allowing for 
the s nne, as the Company’s silver was latch sold, 
sixteen bollard weight for ten Pagodas Eng¬ 
lish standard ; and for the fashioning thereof as it 
co?et in England ; and that the same be weighed 
off to the Steward, and an accouut of it brough t 
into Consultation, that so it may be brought into 
the Books. From the particulars of an account 
which is given at full length in the Consultations., 
we learn that Governor Pitt's silver plate weighed 
2240 03. 17 dwts.; that the metal was valued at 
£71)0 sterling, and that the fashioning cost £85. 
The old plate which Wcos melted down was valued 
at less than £100. Mr. Pitt's new plate included 80 
silver plates, 6 salts small, 1 salt large, 3 castors 
and mustard spoon, 3 porringers, 16 spoons, 6 
forks and 6 knives.. 1 ladle large, 12 dishes, 1 
teapot, 1 sauce pan, 2 salvers large, 2 salvers small, 
1 Mfcnteith, 4 largo candlesticks, and 7 covers. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

OOVKRNORSHIP OF MR. THOMAS PITT. 

1703- k 

Tho t^rcot event which distinguished the period 
in ot»r annuals now under review, is one which can 
be stilted iu a few words, viz. the union of the old 
and new Companies into one. With this event the 
quarrels of the two Companies naturally terminat¬ 
ed, and attention was once more directed to the 
prosecution of trade, the progress of domestic 
affairs, and occasional communications with tho 
Nabob. 

Tht> first incident to be noticed furnishes nr 
other illustration of the old difficulty of collecting 
new taxi*s from the natives. It will be remembered 
that on the advance of Dawood Khan a brick wall 
and oi her works had. been erected for the defence 
of Black-town, and arrangements were made to 
meet the expense by collecting a special tax from 
the inhabitants. It will be seen from the follow¬ 
ing extracts, that many abuses had occurred in the 
coUietion, which were charged upon Berapn Naik, 
the Chief merriuntt who had been appointed to 
superintend it 

Eridoy, 9th April. 1703. Tim Chiefs of the 
Caste* having met daily for some week past at 
the Pagoda to consider' of ways and means for 

3 


14 


atlSTOUY OF iTADK.i #, 




raising the money for building Uto JBlack-town 
wall and works ; and having acquainted the Go¬ 
vernor a few days past that they had perfected the 
same ; we summoned oil the Castes this day before 
ns, and called over the Roll of how much every 
Caste was assessed. With which they all seemed to 
be satisfied, and declared th y had given their as¬ 
sent thereunto. l r |»cm which we ordered it forfh- 
wltix to be collected in such a method as they 
themselves desired ; which was to be by their own 
Conkvqjolies, and two Peons to each Caste. 

“ Wednesday, 28th. There having been a scan¬ 
dalous paper dropped in the town, relating to 
the assessing of the Town wall money, written in 
a counterfeit hand in English ; wlitcli wcjudge to 
!)e by some European who has had some insight 
iti the Company’s affairs ; the drift of which can 
he for no other than to raise mutinies and insur¬ 
rection* to prevent the collecting the money for 
building the Black-Town wall and works ; and 
there being some particular charges against Scrapa 
the Chief Merchantwe summoned ail the heads 
of Or tea before us this morning, and examined 
them to every particular, when they positively 
denied they knew anything of it. Which p.pev 
is enter' d aft r this consultation. 

t; To the Council of 1? ort St. Georgs, 

« Gentlemen, 

ct Finding personal application to some of yon, 
to mediate matters with the Governor about a due 
regulation iu assessing for the. Town wall, has been 
fruitless ; we have in concert with many others, 
taken this method to day before you the sentiment* 
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of the iiiliabitnnt ; hoping yoxir justice in com- 
passion to u», ai to the iioifblc Company, nncl 
regard to the welfare of this place, will induce you 
to consider the following. 

“ That the building of tl»o Town wall wus by 
tho lion'bio Company's order, some of us have 
been made sensible of, and we believe it ; also 
that they expect the charges for the same should be 
borne by the several Castes, which we tliiiik a very 
great hardship ; considering the benefit of Customs 
tho Honorable Company reapa by om* Sea and 
Land Trade ; also the farms of Betel, Tobkoeo, 
and Arrack (which lhll. sensibly heavy), not to 
mention the Ground rent of our houses, Pedda 
jNai!v*$ Duty, etc. 

“ Although these, us aforesaid, arc hardships, 
yet by length of time, being become Sallsbad (as 
we esteem them) there is no great demur nmdo 
now, and are not recited her grievances ; so 
much as m introduction to inform you, that wo 
arc wholly dissatisfied in Serapa Naik's being in¬ 
trusted with tho collection of the town wall 
momy, lately ordered by the Governor and your¬ 
selves to bo reci ived of U3 , for his audacious 
injunctions publicly made to tho Conicopolies and 
Pcon« (who go about to gather the money)'to 
boat and pull us by the necks with cords to the 
Choultry, upon refusal of payment; which has been 
committed on »omo who were not in a capacity to 
launch out so much as demanded. 

u Such outrage:* and insults are seldoiA inflicted 
udder the Moors, therefore we are amazed at fee- 
raptva presumption in giving such orders unucr ‘the 
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English Government ; but they have been redress¬ 
ed (upon u complaint made to the Honorable Go- 
vernor) by punishing two Peons ; though we are 
since served almost as ignominiously ; being con ¬ 
strained by those sordid Collectors to stand before 
our doors a while in the sun, till wrought into a 
compliance ; and if such sufferings are caused by 
our backwardness to pay, please he referred to our 
reasons that makes us so, 

%i Tirst Serapa Naik, at a General Meeting up¬ 
on. hia aiuramons, told us the Honorable Company 
having bv. »n nt a great charge for raising a w all 
round the Black Town for our security, must he 
reimbursed, and three thousand Pagodas more 
added to r^pay the said Serapa-# charges of pre¬ 
sents, etc. during Dewood Klian’a $tny here last. 

“ Second. Having well considered the Honorable 
Company’s indulgent care to protect us, we shall 
most willingly nr quiesce to refund their cost of 
the Town wall, but then humbly request may be 
granted, viz, 

* 1st. That only the first costs thereof be as¬ 
sessed. 

u 2nd; Thatnn Englishman bo appointed re 
ceiver or Collector. 

u 3rd. That no pretence of presents, etc. made 
by Serapa Naik, be interwoven with iho Town wall 
money. 

* Hh. That every caste, knowing what each arc 
to pay, have liberty of themselves to bring the 
tame* which they promise' to do within any time 
limited. 

“Third. These four requests being granted 
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will give a general satisfaction, and save the hire 
of so many Conicopoliea and Peon* employed as 
now appointed hi this affair. 

4< Fourth. And what further induces us to in¬ 
sist on the four requests as aforesaid, are, because 
we are under some jealousy, that besides the Town 
wall money, and the 3,000 Pagodas for Serapa 
Naik, more may still be taken, arid appropriated 
to the present manager's use. 

“ On r elves, and fathers before ns, have long ex¬ 
perienced the (diet and moderate English Govern¬ 
ment, and hope our children's children after ns 
may enjoy tlio like. Hut when some by their 
characters assume to it abuses ; under a pirsurnp- 
tion that ihe> being favouritiea w ill protect them 
jigninst nil clamours (which we find too true) , wo 
have only this expedient left, viz, To represent 
our calamities. And having so done now, we hope 
n short time will show U9 the effects of your wis¬ 
dom, by interposing in matters so destructive to 
the public good ; otherwise we propose to apply 
ourselves to the Honorable Company, by sending 
them a copy hereof, with another memorial of 
farther complaints of this nature. J>afcd Madras, 
April, 1703. In behalf of the Native inhabitants 
of Madras,'* 

Notwithstanding the denial on the part of the 
Natives, of any knowledge or participation in the 
paper, it is certain that subsequently the amount 
was only partially collected, and that with the 
wtmcttt difficulty, as may be gathered from many 
allusions, which ne<*d not be reproduced here. 

The following quaint but graphic narrative of 
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m cuga-'cmont with Pirates is entered iu Un: con* 
saltation', luted >l»t May, A 703, and is well 
worthy of' preservation as illustrative ol ih • lanes. 

“ A 'Relation of the taking of the Ship “ Fem- 
bmke Frigate/* by the Pirates at ftlayoFa, March 
loth, I/u3* by Mr, Edward Fenwick, the Super¬ 
cargo. 

u On the 0th o" March last wo mafic the Istand 
of Mayotta, iud ns we wore standing in with t.ho 
land about throe leagues distance, we disco' cm! 
two ships under sail dose under the land. Tiny 
had m. !0 the ir boats oh before wc could sec them to 
<ualcc o* i \v)i r- we were; they were full of men, and 
kept roving about half a mile to v inrlward of us. 
After we allowed our colours ami fired a gun to 
windward, t hey each of them put out a flag, which 
v. at til’st thought to be the King's flag, not 
plainly distinguishing it ; but they would not 
come uenr us to acquaint us which wn the road 
or the way in ; which m were obliged to endea¬ 
vour the finding ourselves, being in extremity!; 
and with this consideration coaoeming t he ships, 
that if they should prove Xbraics our loading would 
be of no use to them, so consequently we might 
expect good treatment from them, as has formerly 
been shown to others. We steered west and west 
by south till we came into live fathom water about 
a league from the shore, and there .anchored ; which 
wc had no sooner done, mid veered away a little 
cable, but the most frightful and greatest of dan - 
g« rs present ud themselves to us,‘both of the ship 
and our lives ; breaker on all sides within half a 
length, which, because it was dark ami just 
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high water, we did not perceive till W were *0 
nfear thorn. Whilst we were in this constellation 
and hurry wbat to do, the two boats hailed us* 
lyn. Mit a Grappling right ahead within call ; but 
would by ho means come to our assistance, except 
we first sen! our boat to them. Then we ini* 
mediately sent our Yawl with four hands, tsvo ot 
which they took iuto their boat, and put two of 
their own people into our boat. When they came 
on board they thought we had been fast ashore, 
and said they were sorry to find 11s in so had. a 
con J Mon ; the loss of our hip being unavoidable 
as they thought; sve lying on a reef of rocks 
which run out two leagues on each side of us, and 
would he dry in half an hour’s thbu\ and all round 
us nothing but breaker*. They advised us to let 
the ship lie till morning dry, ami they would all 
come off then, and see what possibly might he 
done to save tier; *0 little hopes bad we from them 
of getting off again ; and indeed we soon perceived 
they told us nothing but the truth 5 for by this 
time the tide had ebbed very much, mul at every 
hollow of the sea the ship began to strike. There¬ 
fore Captain Wcolc>%consi(hmng that delaying 
longer was but running onrseb 1 * into greater 
dangers, and that there was 110 other remedy but 
to cut mi l stand the same way out as we came 
in ; so desired the two men to go and adtui our 
people on board which were in their botftfc, which 
lhr\ presently did. Thai all hands turned to, 
ana immediately hove l a peck and cut away, 
having ft spring upon the cable to mi her. By 
these endeavours it pleased God e^rytiling an* 
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swcve* i our expectations ; and before we could 
cast the lead six times were past ail danger, re¬ 
ceiving no other damage than the loss of our 
best bower, and about ten fathom of cable. 
Now iter our slop wns out of danger, we began 
to consider the answers made by the two men that 
came on board, to a few questions wo a ked 
them. They said their great ship was a ,F< r- 
mission ship bound for Muscat, laden with 
guns, anchors, cables, etc.; Captain Hillyard 
Cornua. iider. The little ship they said belonged 
to the Scotch Company, one Captain Drummond 
Commander, and was bound for Madagascar, to 
trade for slaves with small arms, powder, etc. 
That they had lain there nearly three months be¬ 
fore to repair and clean their ships ; and that just 
as they made us coining in, they were standing out 
to proceed on their voyage. We acquainted them 
the great necessity we were in for provisions and 
water, mid that several of our men wore clown j to 
which they answered, they did not doubt but theii 
Captain could assist us with everything, and send 
their boat betim- * to us in the morning. We did 
not give much credit to whfd they said, yet there 
was no way to get clear of them but by fair words 
and entreaties; so kept standing off and on nlJ 
night ; and at 12 o'clock next day, being the i Oth, 
wo come to an anchor about a mile from the shore, 
lv mg low water, at which time we see their two 
boats lying dry upon the sand. About ah hoar 
lifter, when the water floated them, they rovuxl to¬ 
wards us ; and be in it come with pistol shot under 
our stem, they hailed ns, asking if they might he 
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suffered to come on board, that tiiey were friend# 
and had brought us fivjh provisions, Captain 
Weolcy answered, one of them might come, yet they 
both came row ing on ; and when they were under 
our quarters, one on each side, they all started up 
with their arms guarded, swearing if any of us fired 
n piece they would give us no quarter, and if we did 
not fire they would do us no harm, nor take any 
thing from us. Captain Weoley ordered every 
one to fire, which we all did, and they at us ; 
Captain Weoley jumping down the after shuttle at 
the .santjQ time, and bidding every, one to their close 
quarters, some into the cabin and some between 
leeks, But wo not abb to keep either of them 
long, they firing six shot to our one ; and then 
perceiving it was impossible for us to do more, 
they having two ships very near us, we called for 
quarter; which they gave us, disarming us, and 
turning us into the head. Then they began to 
rummage and rifle- the ship everywhere, until their 
heat was ove r. In this souffle we had two men 
killed, Mr. Gold our Chief Mate, and Cornelius 
Browne a Foremost man. Of their men they had 
t wo wounded ; one of them mortally, the other 
shot through both his arm- The rest of the day 
they spent searching about the ship, and swearing 
to revenge them selves on Captain Weoley, for first 
bidding them come on board, ami then firing upon 
them as they none along our side ; likewise to 
hum the ship. The ne*t day they carried Cap¬ 
tain Weoley on board, one of their ships, and 
kept him prisoner there; about forty of them 
staying on >oard us till Friday die !£th, when. 
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they put it to the vote whethei to bum h»;r 
or to give her to us again. If thb had been done 
the next day after they took her, she had certain¬ 
ly been burnt; but putting it oft* three or four 
days gave us time to make many friends to give 
thei; vote* in our favour, Hint we carped it by 
seventeen vote more to save her than to bum 
her. After taking several things out of W, they 
delivered the ship to us again that night about 
seven o’clock ; they making the best of their way 
Us Madagascar and wo for Johanna, giving us six 
old small arms in lieu of what they took out of 
xm. But they would by no means clear Captain 
Weoley; forcing him to go along with them to 
serve as a pilot for the Straits of Malacca, swear¬ 
ing to shoot him if he refused it. They likewise 
detain? 1 by force Francisco de Cruz our Gar* 
penter ; yet one of our men, Martin Hogendirk a 
Dutchman, entered Jiimaelf and went voluntarily 
with them. 

41 These two Pirate am very strong lull of 
men, and one sails excellently well. Tim biggest 
carries 40 Qua* ami near 200 men ? she is called 
tlie lk Prosperous/ 1 uud trus (as they told us first) 
* Permission ship upon a trading voyage, but 
surprised and taken about six months before ai 
Madagascar. The then Commander HiUyard died 
soon niter of the wounds he received then, hut 
the new Pirate Captain of her is called Howard. 
The little ship is called the " Speedy Return/* 
and y$fb formerly commanded by one Captain 
Drummond^ but now by one Bowen. She carries 
1 % Uuus and '50 men, and Is about 100 tons* She 
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with auolhe* about the same tardea were sent out 
by the Scotch Company.” 

in consequence of this extraordinary relation, 
those ships in the Madras Bowls uiiicli were bound 
for the Straits of Malacca did not proceed on their 
destination ; '* which tends,” «&ya the consulta¬ 
tion book, u to the great detriment of the Port and 
lessening of the customs ; besides it is to be feared 
that if these Pirates akc any of the country ships, 
it will bring us into new troubles with the (Jovern- 
inent, out of which we have but a few mouths past 
ext; l ated ourselves.” It may he mentioned that 
Captain Wcoley made his escape from flic Pirates 
a few mouths afterwards. 

Our next extract is worthy of record as illustrat¬ 
ing the mode in which the political department 
of tin; Company’s adminisdrat&m was carried on 
in these primitive times. 

** Thursday, 12th August, 1703. It the 
general report of the country that there null be 
swldon alterations in the Government by the re¬ 
moval of the Nabob, or De van, or both, and we 
having but two apy Brahmins in the Camp, and 

here being-who tenders his service, being 

son to Viiifeettee Tuiiec, who procured the firm nun 
from the king of Gtakondt for this place, and he 
seeming to be an intelligible person r—it is agreed 
he be entertained, if he wbl serve fer live or six 
Pagodas per meuseio, to ref ide as a private per¬ 
son in the Camp, to give us Intelligence of all af¬ 
fairs of important.;, but not to be there tu i 
Vakeel” 
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The following entry illustrates the stringent 
nature of die laws against duelling. 

*' Monday, 23 rd Ausruat, 1703. The Governor 
having confined Captain Seaton and Mr. Strat¬ 
ford for going out yesterday to the Company's old’ 
garden to fight, a duel, lie ordered them to be 
brought up this day before him in Council to 
examine into the occasion of it ; when it was 
found that Captain Seaton gave the chnllenge 
without any manner of provocation, so that it was 
resolved therr confinement should be continued 
till we had considered what punishment we should 
afflict on them to deter others from doing the like.” 
The confinement lasted ten days, at the expiration 
of which Captain Seaton was fined 200 Pagodas 
and Mr. Stratford 50 Pagodas. Captain St aton, 
however, as w< have seen on former occasions, had 
a happy knack of getting out of a scrape as easily 
ns he got into it . Three weeks afterwards wo find 
the following signilicant entry : — u Captain Seaton 
delivering in a petition setting forth his contrition 
for his offence, for which he was fined 200 Pago¬ 
das, and prays' that we would remit the same ; 
which, :n consideration of his great charge of 
children, and liia promises of not doing the like, 
is granted him, and ordered that the Secretary do 
return him the sainc. M 

Tw November this year rumours of coming 
troubles appear to have reached the Presidency. 
The Steward of the Fort was ordered to buy up 300 
hugs, and feed them up, “so that they may be tit 
to kill ami salt up during the cool weather for the 
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service of the Garmon/’ Wo also find the follow¬ 
ing entry. 

4t Tuesday, 2nd November, 1703. The Gover¬ 
nor received advices this day from the Nabob's 
Camp, that there win orders given out to the 
Foujdar of Tripassore to raise forces to come and 
seize our towns ; which we are resol ved to defend ; 
and in order thereto, it is agreed that the Pay¬ 
master forthwith run up a brick w ill round tim 
Choultry at Egonore, in such manner as the Gover¬ 
nor shall direct, to lodge such forces its we shall 
scald on all occasions to defend the place ; and when 
the wall h clone, to pull down the present Choul¬ 
try, which is thatched and ready to tumble, and to 
build a commodious one for that purpose.” 

Eleven days afterwards the news was confirm* d 
by the receipt of the following letter from the 
Foujdar. 

“ Translate of a letter from Tahir Khan, Fouj- 
dnr of Tripassbre, received November 13th, 1 703. 

1 I wish your Honour all health. About three 
months past 1 received a letter from Khan 
Bahadur to take possession of those villages 
you have, which arc under the Poomuuallee 
country. I was loth *o acquaint you with this 
unwelcome news by reason of our friendship ; 
but fresh orders are arrived to the Dewnn and 
myself i and your Honour is seusible that the 
servant must obey his Master's order* • so that 1 
can defer it now no longer. The occasion of my 
sending you this is to lev yov understand that if 
you will send one of your Ynkcels to me, my 
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friendship siiali not he wanting to accommodate 
the matter.” 

Air. Pitt’s reply was cautious, hut sufficiently 
firm. 

“ To Tahir Thau I'oujdar of Tripat,ove, No vein- 
bear 15th, 1703. 

“ 1 received your letter and ol :rvc the con- 
touts, and can ouly return this answer. L'ho 
towns you mention were given us by A said Khun, 
the Grand Vizier, whose pur wanna \u> have, in 
considei at ion of the good sen ices wc had <lme 
your kiug ; which was much to tho sat w taction of 
Khan Bahadur who afterward* gave older for the 
delivering them to us. When we thought it had 
been in this country, us in »U otter part&of the 
world, that whatever the Grand Vizier granted, 
the king idwaya made it good j or what reliance 
cun there be on the favour of such great men's 
purwannas. I esteemed ypu always as you write 
yourself our friend, and am sony yon are com¬ 
manded to execute such unjust orders • which will 
occasion m> less than a difference between the two 
nations?— Who is the aggressor let the Great God 
judge. On Vakeel is sick ; if you send one 
hither, l will immediately give my answer to what 
in shall propose.** 

The following incident of the war with France 
respecting the Spanish succession, is interr sting 
from the tact that the Mr. Dolbeu here mentioned, 
was our old friend the Judge Advocate in the 
Court of Admiralty, who had been dismissed from 
his Office, and engaged in a profitable trade. Not¬ 
withstanding the report of the Pirate* in t he Strait* 
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of Malacca, he had boldly set out there in the 
Canterbury, in the pursuit of commerce under diffi- 
cultie*. 

“ Friday, 14tlF January, 1704. Last night the 
Governor received news by a Portuguese letter 
from Pondicherry, that the t wo French ships were 
i\ turned with an English prize called the “ Can¬ 
terbury, 1 ' belonging to the New East India Com¬ 
pany ; having mot her and Mr. Dolben in the 
‘ Chambers” Frigate in the Straits of Malacca; 
which is this day confirmed to m by a letter from 
Pondicherry, copy of which is as follows, via. 

“ The two French vessels met the “ Chambers” 
Frigate, and another of the New Company’s cadet! 
the ** Canterbury ’ of more than 300 tons, com¬ 
manded by Captain Kingsford, came from Eng¬ 
land and bom id to Surat. The 19th December, 
near the Island of Sambelan in the Straits of Ma¬ 
lacca at night, they gave each other broadsides. 
The “ Chambers” Frigate had lvcr mam yard dis¬ 
abled, which he got repaired in the night. The 
next looming she fought again during four hours 
against the lesser French ship; after which ho made 
all the sail he could to the bank of Parsola. ' '11k; 
M M&uvepas” (French ship) fought against the 
u Canterbury” which he took immediately. Mon¬ 
sieur de Fontenay was sent against the “ Cham¬ 
bers” which seemed the least, but proved tho big¬ 
gest and best man. We hear from those we Iiavr. 
taken, that Mr. Dolben gave 50 guineas to ; noli 
man, and a promise to each that should be wound¬ 
ed to provide for them, to the end they should 
behave themselves well.” 
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About this lime n Roman Catholic Patriarch of 
Antioch arrived at Pondicherry, and subsequently, 
like the Bishop of St. TnomiCexecuted not a little 
opposition by end eavouring to inter fore in ecclesias¬ 
tical affairs in the Presidency, bn the previous 
November, u messenger arrived irom this Presi¬ 
dent v with a complimentary message for Governor 
Pitt, ns will be seen from the Mowing entry in 
the consultations, dated, 22nd November, 170JS. — 

«« There being arrived at Pondicherry a Patriarch 
and several Padres, said to be missionaries from 
the Pope to inspect into ecclesiastical u(fairs in 
Chine one of which came this day into town, 
sent with a compliment from the Patriarch to the 
Governor, with a small present of Jooofes, oil, and 
wines; who was civilly received, and afterwards 
took up his lodgings in the Portuguese Church.” 

The following extract shows a deter urination on 
the part of the Patriarch to interfere. 

“ Saturday, 22nd January. Padre Michael having 
applied himself to the Government tor leave to go 
to Pondicherry, for that he that calls himself the 
Patriarch of Antioch had summoned him thither, 
and he feared that if he did not go it would tend 
to his ruin ; the Governor deferred giving him leave 
till be had consulted his Council, which was this 
day summoned and Padre Michael sent for, who 
earnestly insisted for leave to go. Whereupon he 
was askecl by the Governor whether the Patriarch 
sent for him as Chief Priest of this Romish 
Church, or on any other account. He answered 
that if was as he was Chief Priest. To which it 
was replied that we could allow of no persons to 
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have any authority over the Priests of this place, 
so as to seud for tla m away, or return them or any 
others at their pleasure. And supposing the Abbot 
to have a hand in this matter we sent for him ; who 
Jesuitically evaded, and denied that he knew 
anything of the matter. Whom likewise we ac¬ 
quainted with our resolutions that the Patriarch, 
nor none ek , should exercise any power over the 
Priests that live under our Government. So dis¬ 
missed them both, strictly enjoining Padre Michael 
not to stir out of the town ; beside* that orders 
should be given the officers not to permit him to 
go without the gate.” 

In our next chapter wr shall have occasion to 
produce further illustrations of tie .e intrigues. 

The following entry will explain itself. 

“ Monday, 3rd February. Ensign Harris, who 
nas often been found drunk, insomuch that he 
has been incapable of doing his duty, for which 
lie has been frequently reprehended ; but finding 
it to no purpose, he wu> this day broke ; but in 
regard he has a wife and several children, we have 
permitted him to serve as Serjeant, but that no 
longer than ho abstains from drinking to excess/* 

Early this year a dispute arose between Gover¬ 
nor Pitt and the Foujtlar of St. Thome, concern¬ 
ing an Armenian inhabitant of Madras who haft 
been imprisoned by the latter. It appears that 
one Coja Timore, an Attorney for an Armenian 
in Persia, had great demands on an Armenian 
named Ceja Await who was rn inhabitant of 
Madras. The ease was carried to court, but 
meantime Coja Timore the Attorney had business 
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at St. Tliomd, and was followed there by Oojn 
Awiui; mid the latter by some means unknown, 
but vfhi< a we may reasonably infer to have been, 
bribery., prevailed on the Foujdar to imprison the 
Attorney. Govcroor Pi11 of course sent to the 
Foujdar to deliver up both ns inhabitants of Mad¬ 
ras; but the Foujdar insisted not only that a free 
pardon should be granted Coja A wan, which would 
have been granted, but also that the papers lodged 
in the Court should be delivered up to hum To 
have grnmed tho iat.U r demand, would have berm 
to establish a most awkward precedent; as it. would 
virtually admit of an interference for the future on 
the part of the Foujdar of St Thome in all cases 
pending in tho Madras Court of Admiralty. The 
following letters will throw some light on the 
dispute. 

“ From Mirusiunn Foujdar of St. Thome. 

f< I have power over Chmnupatmn, ami likewise 
over St. Thome as it belongs to the king who^e 
grant of Chin nap.dan ground iotho Company was 
on no other intent than to make the place fruit ful, 
and bring riches into his kingdom, but not to act 
anything that should prove unjust or prejudicial 
to the Merchants interest thev I cannot help 
putting you in annul of the (rovernors of Goteondu 
and Bijupore, who for tlieir unjust actions and ill 
behaviour were instant!) turned out of tin ir Pro¬ 
vince, notwithstanding oil their resistance, and 
clapped into irons. What reason therefore has the 
king to value any one, seeing he turns out whoso¬ 
ever lie pleases ; aud who by his great kindness 
and justice towards his people, has obtained power 
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of God to conquer wheresoever he comes ; and 
know mg me to )>< one of his Officers, I wander at 
the style you v, rite rae. What can I say more ?** 

The following was Governor Pitt’s answer. 

<£ To Mims man Foujdar of St. Thome 

<{ I received your impertinent and ins( lent letter. 
—We allkiuw your king tq]be great, wise and just, 
and many of nobles to be persons of great ho- 
nom , but most of his little Governors, amongst 
whom T reckon you, to bo very corrupt and 
unjust. IV e would have you to know wc 
are of a nation whose sovereign is great and 
powerful, able to protect hi* subjects in their just 
rights over all the world, and revenge whatever 
injustices shall be done them, of which then: will 
be speedy instances given. I am not, a little sur¬ 
prised at your saucy expressions, as well as actions 
in imprisoning my inhabit nuts, when you know 
that [ can letch you hither and correct you for 
both. This.is an turn er to your letter. 

Thomas Pitt, 5 * 

Meantime the matter had been rrpredated to 
the Nabob Dawood Khan and his Binds. A guard 
had been placed by Governor Pitt over the house 
of Ooja A wan, who had procured the impri¬ 
sonment of lib Attorney , and who of course 
remained at St. Thpm^; mi d both the Nabob 
and Tbixie declared tint ibis C oju A wan, was 
indebted to them for jewels, and required 
that he should be no further meddled with. 
Governor Pitt sent very long explanatory letters in 
reply. Subsequently, as Coja Avvnn ow'd a great 
•deal of money in Madras, Governor Pitt resolved 
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to open Ins house, and to take an inventory of his 
go . 'Is, in the presence of the Armenians, Moguls, 
and Palana of the place. Accordingly the hitter 
were summoned to appear on the 6th April* 
( 704/ j but on that morning, instead of going 
to Coja Vwun’a house, n number of them appeared 
before the Governor. The Armenians begged to 
be excused on the ground that they had goods 
at St. Iconic, which the Foujdar would seize 
directly ho heard of their pfirticipfttiort in the 
matter. The Moguls on their part stated that the 
Btme’s servant tad been with them that morning, 
and charged them in the name of his Master mid 
in th£ fu»m of the Nabob, not to concern them¬ 
selves fit the matter. The Patans made no op. 
peoranee at all. Accordingly they were all ordered 
tl0 the Town hull, whilst the Gov ernor and Council 
took the subject into consideration. After a little 
while the following decision was arrived at. The 
Armenians and others were told that if they Would 
become security for Coja Awan's debts, or for the 
delivery up of his person within a reasonable 
time well and good; but otherwise they must 
assist at the Opening of the house and godowns, 
and at the taking an inventory of the furniture* 
or denari, from the place altogether within three 
da vs time. This decisive measure ensured com- 
phanee ; and it was agreed that eight Armenians, 
mht Moguls, eight Patans, and eight Gentoos 
should meet on the following Monday nt Coja 
Awan’s house, and assist the Registrar or the 
Court in taking an inventory of his goods. The 
whole matter seems to have been ultimately settled 
without further difficulty. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

GOVKRNORSHIP OF Mil. THOMAS PITT. 

1704 - 7 . 

The Governorship of Mr, Pitt extended over 
the unusually lengthy period of eleven years, and, 
as we have already indicated, was marked by some 
extraordinary incidents. In the years now under re¬ 
view it will be seen that though apprehension were 
still entertained of Nabob I)awood Khan, yet the 
foreign relations of Fort £t. George were tolerably 
tranquil. This state of things may be generally 
ascribed to the extreme old age of Aurungzebe, 
and the inability of the Mogul to subdue the 
Mahrattas ; and it may here be noticed, what is 
scarcely noticed in the consultations, that Auruug- 
zebe died on the 21st of February 1707, in the 
eighty-ninth year of his life and fiftieth of his reign. 
The internal events of the Presidency are how ever 
unusually interesting. Mr. Pitt had very great 
trouble in putting a stop to seme disastrous con- 
diets between the "Right and Left Hand castes, 
which for a long time occasioned an entire stop¬ 
page of the country trade, besides leading to the 
flight of many necessary handicraftsmen from 
Madras. Mr. Fraser also, who had rendered 
himself so obnoxious to Governor Higginson 
as to induce the latter to resign, took advantage 
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of the caste dispute to engage in n quarrel with 
Mr. Pitt. We however leave our extracts in gene¬ 
ral to toll their own story. 

The first refers to the failure of an attempt 
to rear silkworms anrl obtain raw silk in Madras. 

“ Monday, 1st April 1704. We finding that 
the experiment of making of raw silk to be very 
chargeable, the success of which depending entirely 
upon the well growing of the Mulberry trees, and 
ibis country being so excessive,hot and dry, their 
is little hope of effecting the same. It is there¬ 
fore agreed that ail the Necauds except two, be re¬ 
turned to Bengal.” 

Tin* next entry illustrates the losses experienced 
from the claims of the Native Princes to seize all 
ships wrecked upon their coast ; and sometimes to 
ieizo vessels which were not suitieicn'ly manned 
without any pretence whatever. 

c< Thursday, 22ud June. In the year 1702, 
when Pawood Khan, was besieging this place, the 
Governor sent the* “Bedford” sloop to Tramjuelnu 
for provisions, but meeting with a long passage, 
was straitened for water, so that they anchored in 
the king ofTanjovo's country, where the people, 
seized the vessel and all the men, and put them in 
prison, where they lay several months and were 
used b irbarouslv. The vessel they hauled into a 
small river, and took out her guns which were 
four, and also ten candy of China root, and sent it 
to the king. I'pon this the President wrote 
several letters to his Chief Minister demanding 
satisfaction -, but all the answer could be had, 
they pleaded the vessel was a w reck, and so of 
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course their right. At which time the Merchants 
of Tanjoro had several effects here, Avhieh the Pre¬ 
sident would have seized, but that a Merchant 
here, one Sanka Kamuna who has great dealings 
to Tanjore, pn tended that he would accommodate 
the matter and procure, satisfaction ; but not hav¬ 
ing hitherto done anything in it, the President 
acquainted the (Council that he had a few days back 
seized goods that came from Tanjoro for the afore** 
sfid vessel and cargo. Unto which the Council 
unanimously assented, hoping thereby to discourage 
those country people, and those adjacent to us 
from doing the like.” 

The t atriarch at Pondicherry mid Bishop of 
St. Thoin6 still continued their attempts to exer¬ 
cise ecclesiastical authority within the English go 
vernment. 

“ Friday* i 5tJi September. The.Capuchins here 
of the Portuguese Church, being under interdic¬ 
tions from the Patriarch and Bishop of St. Thome, 
who design to nut upon us what Padres they 
please, which may be the worst of consequences 
To prevent which it is agreed, for the satisfaction 
of many of our inhabitants of that person don, that 
Padre Lorenso a Capuchin, be admitted into town 
to exercise his functions in their Church.” 

A serious entente at St. Thome between the 
Moorish Governor and the Portuguese Governor, 
is thus recorded. 

*• * Fonday, 25th. Yesterday in the evening wc 
heard that the Portuguese and Moors’ had had n 
quarrel wherein was killed a Portuguese gentleman 
Senor John liclxiro of good fashion, and two 
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Moors ; occasioned chiefly by the Moors Governor 
going after a treacherous manner to his house who 
they call the Governor of the Portuguese, whom 
he had designed to have murdered, or used lum 
barbarously by imprisonment. The Governor of 
the Portuguese received a slight, wound, but, upon 
firing some arms, the Moors* Governor and his 
people fled ; two more of whose people we hear 
this day died of their wounds, and three or four ii 
is sai l are in dunger thereof. 

“ Tuesday, 26th. About five this morning the 
Governor here received a message from the Go¬ 
vernor and Portuguese inhabitants of St Thome 
being come to the place of our out guards j who 
desired admittance and protection, which was ac¬ 
cordingly granted them ; and in the evening one 
of iheir chief inhabitants, Senor Matthias Cavallo, 
waited on the Governor and acquainted him with 
t he whole matter ; being much as before recited, 
only that the original of the quarrel, arose from a 
Moor offering to take a candle from a young 
woman as they were walking in procession at 
their feast.” 

The following incident is very curious, ns illus¬ 
trating the proselyting spirit that prevailed. 

“ Saturday, 15th May 1705. There beiug 
never an Ensign now in the Garrison, the Gover¬ 
nor proposes Serjeant Dixon and Serjeant. Hugo- 
nitt for Ensigns, one in each Company. The ob¬ 
jection against Ihxon is from an obsolete order of 
the Old Company that no Itoman Catholic should 
bear comma i l in the Garrison ; but in regard 
that they nave since employed Commanded Su- 
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percargos to India that have been professed Ho¬ 
man Catholics, we hope it may warrant us in 
making this person an,Officer , he being likewise 
one of the beat soldiers we have in the Garrison; 
and it is not unlikely but his preferment may 
make him return to the Protestant religion. It is 
therefore agreed that the two a lore said persons be 
ma le Ensigns, and that the Secretary draws out 
their Commissions accordingly.' If Ensign Dixon 
did turn Protestant on account of receiving an .En¬ 
sign s commission, he must hare proved a valu¬ 
able convert. 

r ihe next extract will prove interesting to local 
antiqunrinns. 

“ Monday, 30th July. The President pro¬ 
poses the hedging and ditching of the Island 
round, in order to the improving of it for pasture 
for cattle, which may be of great use to this Gar¬ 
rison at all times, and more especially in times of 
trouble from the country. ’ 

The following entry will explain itself. 

«• Tuesday, Sbth August. We having had for 
above two years past great complaints of ships 
losing their anchors in the road, and gniling their 
cables : which we impute to the road being very 
foul by the many anchors lost, which the muck* 
vard men and all others are discouraged from 
sweeping for, bv reason of the Company having 
half salvage, and they at nil the charge. So to 
prevent so great a misfortune of any ships driving 
ashore, it is agreed that all people arc free to 
sweep the Bond, and to have whatever they can 
take up, of an chord or anything else for their k* 
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bour • and no pretensions whatever to be made 
upon them for account of the Company or any 
other ; which is to he notified by the Secretary 
putting up o paper in all languages at the Sen 
Gate.” 

The following curious incidents in reference to 
the wills of Homan Catholic* are very significant. 
The Homan Catholic inhabitants of Madras had 
been accustomed to prove their wills before the 
Capuchin’Friars ; but complaints had reached the 
Governor and Council that, advantage was taken 
of this circumstance to convoy n large portion 
of the effects of deceased Roman Catholics to tho 
Partriarch of Antioch at Pondicherry. According)) 
it was order* d that for the future all wills should 
bo approved at the Company’s Court. The fol¬ 
lowing successful attempt to evade this law, may 
be beat described in the words of the original entry 
in the consultations. 

{< Tuesday, 7th May, 17 M. This day was read 
n Petition of Donna Johanna Toseira, widow of 
John Baptiata deceased, who was many years an 
Alderman of this city, who, by the instigation (i 
the Padres, a little before his death removed to 
St. Thome ; and leaving .v wiK which his widow 
proved iu the Portuguese Court there, and the 
estate divided according to the tenor thereof, and 
the Portuguese customs aud laws. But since his 
death his daughter having married a Portuguese 
inhabitant of this place, who supposing that hU 
wife had not her just dividend of her father - • 
estate according to the English laws j her husband 
Gregoria De A range o has commenced a suit 
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against the widow in the Mayor’s Court, and has 
attached some moneys in this place, against wljich 
she prays relief. And that whereas her husband 
died at 8t. Thome mid the will proved there, and 
that all papers and accounts relating thereto re¬ 
main in that Court according to custom, which 
they will not permit to Ive sent hither to make her 
defence. So upon mature consideration of the 
whole matter, and the reprehensions we have of 
the iU-consequencea of interfering w ith him pro¬ 
ceedings of the Courts of other nations ; and con¬ 
sidering that the daughter of the deceased was 
content with her dividend before she inarmed, arid 
gave discharges foe the same :—It is unanimously 
agreed that on order be directed to the, Mayor's 
Court to dismiss the cause, and withdraw any at¬ 
tachment they may have issued out against the 
etfo is of John Baptista deceased, and leave the 
whole matter to the Portuguese Court at St. 
Thomd, where, all relating to this affair has been 
h ithcr to fcraj i sac ted. * * 

The eccentricities of the Natives with regard to 
deeds and bonds, ar^ fully illustrated by the fol¬ 
lowing entry of the same date. 

Them often arising m this place great dis¬ 
putes and demands upon accounts and bonds of 
ten, twenty, and thirty years standing, so that it is 
next to impossible to decide the same; and it 
being generally amongst the Natives, most of which 
stJ k at no manner of villarn, for swearing, lying, 
forging, or any other vile action to gain their end ; 
to prevent which it is ordered that from the 1st of 
January next ensuing, no bond, bill, or account 
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shall be sucablc for in any of the Courts of Justice 
or the Choultry of this city, that arc of a longer 
standing than seven years; provided it can be 
proved that within the space of the aforesaid seven 
years, both parties have been resident on the place 
h.\ months at one and the same time, and no de¬ 
mand has been made of the debt in the Mayor’s 
' Joint, and an action con linefeed for the same ” p 
We must now uitrace our steps a little to de- 
l'ibe th#n overrents die ‘Nabob Danced Khan, 
In Ju ,v 1 T ( )5 advices had reached Governor Pitt, 
that Duwood had been on a visit to the king 
Aurimgaebe, and had returned to the Carnatic with 
dditional honours and powers. In March this 
year the Nabob was in the neighbourhood of Port 
St. David, and a letter was received from the 
Agent and Council there expressing their appre¬ 
hensions of Pawood Khun, and requesting to be 
informed whether they should make him a present. 
Governor Pitt replied,—“ We believe it necessary 
to give the Nabob a present if he comes to your 
place, and hope to the amount of three or four 
hundred Pagodas may do, and we would not have 
von to exceed five ; but if you hear he intends to 
come to St Tltoml, it would be very well if you 
could evade it, and send him only a present of 
some liquors ; telling his people that you have no 
orders from Madras, and that the Governor of * 
Madras will b> grateful to him for his civility to 
you ; for if you should present and we too, both 
may be considerable, whereas good part of one, .if 
not all, may be saved if yon can manage it as be¬ 
fore directed .*'* 
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In April Dawood returned to Arcot and Go¬ 
vernor Pitt complimented him with one hundred 
bottles of liquor. Five months a tie wards we meet 
with the following entries in tin consultation booki 
which vvill explain tb empires. 

“ Monday, 23rd September. The King’s Dew an 
who is now at St. Thome, who has all along shown 
great friendship to the Company’s affairs; and 
now being sent for up to the Court to supply the 
place of his brother deceased* who was Lord 
Steward of the King’s Household ; --we think it 
for the interest of the Company to make him a 
present to the value of .about two hundred or two 
hundred and fifty Pagodas in gold chains, or other 
things that may be most acceptable, leaving it to 
the Governor to advice therein. 

“ Thursday, 81st October. Tins day tho Go¬ 
vernor received advises that Nabob Daw'ood Khan 
was come to Poonaroallee, and from thence de¬ 
signed for St . Thome; upon which we immediately 
despatched our Moollu and Brahmin to him with a 
compliment, 

“ Saturday, 2nd November. The Nabob ar¬ 
riving yesterday at St. Thome, and this morning 
our Moollu and Brahmin returning to us, saying 
hat the Nabob receive dvery well the Governor’s 
compliment, a ad did intend to come and stay some 
days at a Garden house u little to the southward 
of tho town; which was ordered to Ire cleaned hp 
for his reception if he continued that resolution, 
which we were resolved should not be encouraged 
to by any invitation. They likewise told us that 
they believed he came not with a design to give 
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us any trouble, which they infer from the small 
force he brought with him, which were not above 
live or six hundred horse ami loot. He also show; 
t:d an earnest desire to dine with the Governor.’* 
This intelligence was riot wholly satisfactory. 
Dawood Khan had the whole country at his com¬ 
mand, and might have ordered other -forces to 
follow him from Arcot. Moreover he spoke 
many kind things of the English nation, which the 
Moors M Usually do of all people, when they arc, 
carrying on the worst of designs against them.” 
Accordingly two members of Council and fjifl 
Secretary were sent to pay their respects u> him at 
St. Thome • but were directed to give no answer 
about the dinner, and to say they had no instructions 
upon the subject. The next day, being Sunday, 
the three gentlemen proceeded to St. Tiiome, niid 
met with v< extraordinary kind reception.” l>a- 
wooc! Khan presented them each with an emerald 
ring, worth about thirty or forty Pagodas a piece ; 
and also sent a jewel to Governor Pitt of the value 
of a hundred or hundred and fifty Pagodas. Hut 
amidst all this ostentation ho ardently pressed for 
an invitation to dinner ; and though the deputa¬ 
tion postponed their answer, yot Governor Pitt 
considered it expedient to send an immediate in¬ 
vitation to the Nabob, upon the condition however, 
that ho would uot bring with him more than 
twenty of his guards. Dawood Khan made the 
necessary promise, and the Governor mode the 
necessary preparations for the dinner. The result 
is fully recorded in the consultations as follows 
“ Monday, 4th November. Narruin and the 
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Moollft went to wait on the Nabob at Sfc. Thorns 
ns ordered this day, and the gentlemen of council 
to the Garden, whither he came about noon ; 
when Narraiu discerning that a considerable part 
of his forces followed him, at least 200 horse and 
foot, told him lie hoped he did not expect the Go- 
vohjor should admit them all into the Fort, who be 
was confident would not admit any more than what 
was agreed on. Therefore ho desired the Nabob to 
keep his promise, to which ho answered that if he 
went all those must bo admitted with him. So 
lighted at the Garden and bid Narvnin go and ac¬ 
quaint the Governor with his resolution, and that 
if ho would not be received with-all hia Company, 
it should be the same thing to him if wo sent the 
dinner to him where he was at the Garden. With 
which message Navrain came, and soon after tin 
Secretary confirmed the same ; when the Governor 
no \lively refused t6 receive him with more than 
twenty men. So ordered the dinner immediately 
to be carried to him to the Garden, with all other 
necessaries ; whither the Secretary and Norrain 
returned, who wcife to acquaint the other gentle¬ 
men with the Governor’s resolution ; and that tin 
Guns he intended to fin they should acquaint, 
the Nabob were for the King’s health, his 
own, nnd such of the Great Ministers of State 
as were his friends. About five in the even¬ 
ing the English gentlemen returned from the 
Garden and gave the Governor the following ac¬ 
count. That the Nabob first seemed out ofhu- 
numr at the answer that was sent him, when it 
was believed ho would not dine there ; but after 
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some pausing he dissembled his resentment and 
sat down to dinner, ami ate heartily, and tasted 
the liquors sent him which he liked very well. 
After dinner the present was set before him, 
which at first he seemingly refused, but afterwards 
accepted of it; and soon after he rose up and re¬ 
turned to St. Thom<$,” 

The following entry record, another scrape of 
Captain Seaton s. 

s< Thursday, 27th February, 1707. The Gover¬ 
nor lay 1 before the Council the insolent action of 
Captain Seaton, who on Sunday last marched part 
of his Company (and had all had not the Gover¬ 
nor commanded them oil) over the Company’s 
calicoes that lay a dyeing ; notwithstanding there 
was much more than room enough to have march¬ 
ed the men clear of them as usual. And after¬ 
wards when the Governor sent for him to demand 
liis reason for doing so bate an action, he had the 
impudence to tell him he. did not understand it. 
Upon which, when he came for the word in the 
evening, the Governor told him that he was sus- 
pended till he had advised with the Council; lor 
that he thought him not fitting to serve the Com¬ 
pany any longer, nor would he bear any more 
with his insole rides. It is agreed that he stands 
suspended, and tlmt the consideration of breaking 
him be veferred to another time.” A year after- 
wards Captain Seaton having appealed to the Di¬ 
rectors on the strength of his twenty years service, 
and pleaded some extenuating circumstances, was 
reinstated in the command of the garrison. 
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Tha following curious entry will explain itself. 
" -fuosday, 17th Juno. The Governor producer 
a letter from Robert Bemirian of Fort St. .David, 
wherein he declares thnt ho hnd cotrfcraeted *nar- 
ri: "e ith Mrs. Wilson who lately died here, to 
whom he had made ee'vmml presents, which were 
found in her lodgings nt her death, when the Pay* 
master took an account of her effects. So consi¬ 
dering the ow circumstances of Berriman, it is 
agreed that upon his taking his oath to the list ot 
the things he demands, that they were presented 
her upo: account of the intended marriage, that 
the Paymaster delivers him the sarac.** 

VVd now have to draw attention to the qunm l 
which broke out between the Right and Left Hond 
Castes, % and which is fully described in the follow¬ 
ing extracts. 

* The distinction between the two Hands in aid to 
of rodent origin, no mention is in rule of them in 
any of the ancient books. j^toreover it is almost un* 
known itt the North, And is Indeed ehiefiy confined to a 
part only of Southern India In the latter districts, 
most of the Hindoo 6a*tc* are thtia aeparatod. Tho left- 
hand includes the whole tribe of ih Vai.iya or mer¬ 
chants, the PanchnU or five can tea uf artisans, 1 ■ ‘gethor 
with some other mean tribug of the Sudrao, ami eape- 
' rally the Ofufol of Ohakili or cobbler?. The Right-hand 
include* the most dfatingniahod c^At0s in tho Stalra*, but 
it4» strongest bulwark lit tlm Pfcrkh e;w*«.>, which cvtill 
glori* ; in the title of “ Friend* of the Right-band.” 

The opposition between the two hands arises from 
certain privilege* to which they both lay claim. Th> 
matter i« generally &>tfnb trifling violation of mamooi or 
custom, but not un frequently leads to bloody disputes. 
D*bor« meutiolw a cent -bo dreadful that many of the 
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“ Thursday, 26th June, 1707. There having 
been lately a dispute between the Right and Left 
Hand Castes, that live in the Pettnh, about pass¬ 
ing some streets on occasion of their weddings,, 
insomuch that the Governor was obliged to order 
Guards to lie out to keep the peace. To prevent 
further disturbance it is agreed that Mr Haworth 
the Paymaster takes with him the Gunner, mid 
Serampa and Narrain, Heads for the Right Hand 
Caste, and Col to way and Yinkettee Chit ties Heads 
for the Left ; laud Caste ; and that they survey 
the Pettahsj and odnsidei of what method may be 
taken to prevent any further disputes of the like 
nature, and report the same to the Governor and 
Council. 

“ Thursday., 17th July. Mr. Eli worth and Lite 
Gunner, as also the Heads of the Eight and Left 
Hand Castes, report that they had surveyed the 
Pettali, and produced a draught of all the streets 
and buildings in the Pettnh, which showed us 
wuiat streets were chiefly inhabited by the Left 
Hand Caste, being Bridge Gate street, arid that 
which is called the Chief Peons stveet ; wherein 
lives but few of the Right Hand Caste. So to 
preserve the peace between the two aforesaid 
Castes for the future, we hereby order that those 
few of the Bight hand Caste in the aforementioned 

peaceful inhabitants began to leave their village* just as 
if a Mahratta invasion were impending. This terrible 
commotion arose from a member of the Left-hand stick¬ 
ing red Hewers into his turbati. To this day nothin!; but 
the strong arm of the police prevents Madras'itself from 
being frequently the scene of similar disturbances, 
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strews sell their liouac.*. and go and live in the 
streets amongst their own Caste ; and that those 
two streets are peculiarly appropriated for the 
Left Hand Oaato to pass in at their making their 
weddings and Festivals j and that none of the 
Right Hand Cast** give them the least disturbance 
in that precinct nt their utmost peril. And it is 
further ordered that neither Caste may pretend 
ignorance of tho;ie limits, that the Paymaster sets 
up four Stones at the cost of the Left Hand Caste, 
according as we have directed hint in the draught, 
and insert thereon in English and Gentoo the 
purport of this our order*” 

14 Thursday, 14th August. The Governor nc* 
qnaints the Council that on the 12tli at night 
some disaffected persons to the Government had 
placed paper on the Stones set up in our Pettuh, 
which stinted the bounds of the Left Hand Caste ; 
which papers were wrote in the Malabar language 
and now produced. 

“ Since the foundation of this city no such thing h an 
t>wu known. By the Authority of the Qovwma . nt and 
p*evalence of money this Pillar waa erected, in con 
vompt and ileri ^on of the Hi^ht Hand Ciiiito, who will 
forfeit the rights of their o;i*to if they do not destroy 
the others lilt dogs and tumble then down. If it bo 
d* manded by whose order '.his was written, it is by the 
will , f the King of England and the Company, who will 
uofc .fail to bring these things to pass ; and this by way 
of caution.” 

“ The persona unknown also laid at the foot of 
the Stone, a sort of an enchantment as is esteemed 
in this country, pieces of skulls with rice and other 
mixtures, ! roia the translate of the paper it is 
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easily to be inferred that some Europeans havelmd 
a hand in it; tlu.i boiwg expr^e«>n» that these 
People are wl oily strangers tQ» Of ^rfeieh we 
having rowddcml are. come to the foil owing re¬ 
sult, ilia l - v paper be iixeri on each atone in all lan¬ 
guage us also on \\c Gates in the English ami 
Black town ; that if any person shall come uml 
Warm us of what person or persons have the 
aforementioned paper on those Pillars, they shall 
have one hundred Rugodim reward, and his pardon 
if combined therein. The Heods of the Right 
lhi»4 Caste wore sent for before \\$ y \ ho being 
charged with having a hand in writing time pa¬ 
pers, which they denied ; agreed that a month’s 
time bo given them to find out the person or poi¬ 
sons who wrote them ; and that if they do not 
iiud them, they are to be fined such a sum of money 
as the Governor and Council think fit ; and this 
they were acquainted with, 

Tuesday, 19th August. The Governor ac¬ 
quaints the Board that on Sunday last, being the 
17th instant, that tic Right Hand Caste with a 
IVedding: went in great pomp through the street 
which was ordered lotoy by the Governor and 
Council for the Weddings o< the Left Hand Cast-* $ 
and that upon hearing of which, he sent out a 
parry of soldiers who sensed nh.*^n of them, who 
are now m prison in the Choultry, who ho resolve* 
to punish and make examples. 

“ Tim Right Hand Cast' 1 cam ' to the Fort this 
day in a considerable body, mid delivered in a 
petition ns entered after this consult'd, ion ; with 
ihr bends of which we had a long debate, and 
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wbat they s;ud tended. a* well as the purport of 
their Petition, for us to retract what we lmvo done, 
and that we would give up tho X^eft Hand Caste a 
sacrifice to them. 

“ The Petition of the etrhtetm sons of people 

the JligM Hand Cusv i belonging to Chinna 
patam. 

M Humbly Shewctli, 

Whereas upon the first settlement of the Eng- 
hdi in fE a pli.oe the liberty was granted your 
Petitioners Castes to have their streets and habi¬ 
tations from Tom Clarke’s Gate and the Bridge 
Gate, both within and without ; and to tlie Left 
Hand Caste was granted from Mud Point Gate, 
both within and without ; two streets which was 
kept and oh: erved by meh Caste till broken by 
the troubles which happened to the French at 
8t. Thome. At which time several people retired 
hither, and without knowledge or permission from 

• he Government, built their houses one amongst 

* no other in both the Pcttahs ; which being 
complained of to Sir Willliam Laughorn, and 
the ill elfects of the falling out of the two 
Castes being taken into consideration, it was 
ordered that they should not live together; but 
that the Right Hand people should go to the place 
that was first granted them to inhabit, and that 
the fief* Hand should go to theirs. Accordingly 
to which order the Right Hand people did obey, 

ml likewise some of the Left Hand people ; but 
tubers did desire leave to stay till the rains v/aa 
O ei% which was granted, but after to retire to 
thetr own streets , which to this day they have not 
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done, but rather have encroached more upon your 
Petitioner’s liberty. Likewise the Weddings that 
were made by the Left Hand people that lived 
amongst your Petitioners, were ordered to be kept 
ftLv&yS in their own streets ; but if it happened that 
they did make any Weddings in your Petitioners 
streets, it was to be done privately in their own 
houses, without any music, or any such ceremony. 
But they now very unreasonably desire your Peti¬ 
tioners’ streets., winch never was done before, and 
they having complained to your Honour, but upon 
what account or reason we do not know. Now in 
the streets wherein the Stones are erected, there 
are one hundred of your Petitioners houses, with 
several Wells, Churches, Gardens, and Choultries ; 
all which belong to your Petitioners the Eight, 
Hand people. Being very many, being twenty-one 
Castes in all of these people, we cannot tell every 
one’s mind. The country people have sent let¬ 
ters to us, but what they can do for us we do not 
know. We all living under your Honour’s protec¬ 
tion, arc afraid to disoblige your Houour, there 
fore stay very quiet. Prom the beginning of the 
world to this tiav it never was known that any 
Government, did take away your Petitioner’s streets, 
and give them to the Left Caste people, which 
they know to be true. Now they (the Left Hands) 
having made many false complaints to your 
Honour, which is the occasion of all this 
trouble; for the streets where the Stones arc 
erected are the first streets of the Eight Hand 
t astes for all strangers that come from the 
country. For these streets that your Honour 
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baa given to the Left Hriml Castes is a very great 
dissatisfaction to all the Eight Hand Cast* people. 
Therefore' your most humble Petitioners desire 
yo-tr Honour would bo pleased to take into con¬ 
sideration, and they shall as in duty bound ever 
pray.” 

‘ 4 Frsday, 22nd August. The foregoing con¬ 
sultation of late mention several passages relating 
to the .Right Hand Caste and Left. Of the for¬ 
mer many have deserted us, and the others have 
locked themselves up in their houses in town ; 
which, chiefly consisting of Boatmen, Washermen, 
Fishermen, and other necessary handicrafts, the Go¬ 
vernor summoned ail his Council except Mr. 
Fraser; who he was jealous had betrayed us in 
what we had done, as to settling the dispute be¬ 
tween the Castes. And the Governor gave ns 
this instance of it. That when on the 19th past, 
he acquainted the Board of the insolence of the 
Pariah? who went through the Left Hand streets 
with a Wedding and what he had done thereon; 
when immediately x\lr. Fraser according to his 
custom made a long senseless speech, the purport 
shewing that he was now against what had been 
transacted in consultation about the Castes; which 
no notice was taken of, as coming from him. But 
then the next minute the Right Hand Caste deli¬ 
vered their Petition, which was presently read, and 
entirely agreed with tlie. purport of what just be¬ 
fore Mr. Fraser spoke. When the Governor im¬ 
mediately charged him with making or reading of 
it. which he tie rt denied in great confusion, and 
the same was taken; notice of by Messrs. Haworth 
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and Frederick present in Council* So the Governor 
this clay laying; before the Board the worst of con¬ 
sequences that might attend the Company’^ affairs, 
as well ns our own persons, to have one amongst 
ns to betray oiu* counsels ‘of which the Cm moil 
being equally sensible, deshed Mr. Fraser might 
tv >nnfc for ; vd- ich was accordingly done, When 
h»* v as ohuvged with what before mentioned, and 
told by the Governor that it was impossible that 
he could make a speech so coherent with a Petition 
that was just after delivered in, without having 
made or read it ; to which ho made no other de¬ 
fence than that we should prove it if we could. 
The Governor at the same time charged him with 
directing tho Malabar inscription that was put 
upon the Clones, which he denied with strange 
asseveration and execrations, but to the making 
or rending the Petition only a plain denial. So 
after ho told us he hud'no mote to say in his de¬ 
fence, the Governor desired him to withdraw, which 
ho refused to do, but afterwards obliged him to it. 

“ When we debated the nature of his offence, 
and tho ill consequences of any of the Council en¬ 
couraging Petitions against ou" proceedings in 
general, or such in particular as he himself seem¬ 
ingly agreed to, without the least hesitation to 
anything that was done relating to the castes t— 
the Governor to prevent his doing further rnb- 
chief, pressed the necessity of his being suspended 
the Company’s service ah officio et benefcio; al¬ 
leging tlmt no inconveniency could accrue from it, 
for that his abHinrs were so little considerable, 
that all of us know in our consciences that ho 
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never merited wee and water from the Company ; 
but yet with lue malice, pride, and envy, he has 
often made strange progress in mischief, and 
wholly incapable of doing good. And i: is not 
amiss to insert one or two passages, though 
foreign to this present matter. Some tune past, 
upon a suspicion that there was a difference bc- 
tween the Governor and Mr. Haworth, an .mpu- 
lent Duhash, that was often trusted with Mr. 
Fraser*a whispers, came up to Mr. Ea wort h in his 
chamber, and told him that he heard there w as n 
difference between the Gov or nor and him, and that 
lie treated him us he did others 4 but if be would 
stood against him and come and join w ith Mr. 
Fraser and his party, lie was sure they would be 
able to suppress him: upon which Mr. Jlaworth 
treated him as became him by kicking him down 
stairs. About live years past there came from *oa 
a Theatine Padre, can Englishman, Milton by name, 
who often passed betw een this place and Fort St. 
David, and several times came to the Governor for 
leave to build a Chapel here or at Fort St. David ; 
which he positively refused him, considering that 
Ihe worst of consequences must attend it, or that 
it would be to the great dislike of the Company to 
have an English pric t here of the Popish religion, 
for that being such he ought to die by our law. 
Yet nevertheless one Joseph lliller, a great consort 
of Mr, Fraser, bought a piece of ground here 
(without any leave or knowledge of the Governor) 
for Milton ou which he immediately erected a 
fabrick after the model of a convent, and had made 
considerable progress therein, before the Governor,, 
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who was going to the Garden one morning, knot 
anything of it. When he immediately sent for 
Pate- Milton, and demanded of him how lie came, 
bv that ground, and who gave him leave to 
bu>:J ••II it; who answered Mr. Hiller bought 
it h r him. Upon which the Governor order* 
crl him irdraedintmy to desist from building, 
and by six at night to depart the place , which 
he accordingly did to St. Thome ; where a little 
tirne after, Mr. .Fraser and others went to dinner 
with him, and has often been seen conversing with 
him at that end of the town Thus whenever the 
’overnor has frowned upon any one for crimes 
and misdemeanors, whether white men or black, 
it is well known they were always cherished 
by Mr, Fraser ; who has been the post of the 
Government, as well as the ridicule and scuni 
of the place, l et notwithstanding all before 
mentioned is well known to be great truths to 
every man that sits at the Board, who desired the 
Governor to leave him out in the sorting Summons, 
for that he was so impertinent and troublesome 
that no business could be done ; yet they were 
generally unwilling iu suspend him the service, 
ti l the Governor solemnly averred that he would 
sit no more with him in Council, nor give his 
opinion in any affairs more of the Company’s 
where he was present; which iuduoed the Council 
unanimously* to suspend him the Company’s ser¬ 
vice oftieio et beneficio till their pleasure was 
known in this matter ; which the Secretary is or* 
dereri to acquaint him therewith, and that we will 
give him a copy of what we write home to the 
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Company relating to him, that so his defen and 
answer may go thermstth.” 

The following extract from a General Letter 
from the Court of Directors, dated 4tl\ February, 
1708, will show how Mr. Fraser fared, notwith¬ 
standing the abuse bestowed on him bv Governor 

rut. 

“ The charge against Mr. Fraser wc have con¬ 
sidered, and would hope no Englishman, especial¬ 
ly none of our servants, would be guilty of such 
pernicious practices, which strike at the root of the 
well being of the place ; And ore more inclined to 
this opinion, because we find in the consultation 
of the 22nd August, that th Council were gener* 
ally unwilling to suspend him, which we cannot 
ilmik they would be if they apprehended he was 
justly taxed ; and that it was Mr. Pitt's solemn 
averring h< would sit no more with him, that pre¬ 
vailed with them. We have therefore reinstated 
him, as thinking it not fit to give ( o much counte¬ 
nance to any Governor-whatsoever, as to approve 
his single opinion, against all the rest of the Coun¬ 
cil, in » me of this nature, which if it was true 
does not fully appear to us. to have been proved ; 
though we shall always lodge a power in our Prem- 
dent and Council to suspend any of the Council or 
other subordinates, when thcy.hnVe or think they 
have a just reason ; am if it be of great crime* 
they arc charged with that deserves confinement, 
we sh ill approve it." 

For the sequel of the dispute between the Bight 
and Left Hands we must refer our readers to our 
next chapter. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

QUAUHELS BETWEEN THE BIOIIT ANT> LEE? 

HANDS IN THE OOVF.RNnitSIIIP OF 
MKr THOMAS PUT. 

1707. 

The quarrel between the Right and Left Hand 
0 *4es, which resulted in the flight of the former 
to St. Thome, is one so extraordinary ir its nature, 
and so illustrative of the character of the people, 
that we have deemed it advisable to tell the whole 
story as much as possible in the language of the 
Records, only abridging those portions which 
are mere recapitulations. These extracts are all 
taken from the consultation books dtuing the 
latter half of 1707, and. are arranged in strict 
chronological order 

“ Monday, 25th August, 110-7. This morning 
early the Governor summoned twelve of the princi¬ 
pal of the heads of each Caste, who were shut lip 
in a. room to adjust matters now in dispute between 
the Castes; which they acquainted 1dm about 
noon they had done. Upon which at four this 
afternoon the Council was summoned, when the 
number of each Caste appeared ; when unanimous¬ 
ly and in a most solemn manner they declared they 
had agreed on the following terms. 

“ 1st. That none but the Right Hand Caste 
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should live in the Pet tali commonly called the Pod- 
da Naik’s Pufcah. 

“ 2n 1. That the Pettah called Mootel Pettah 
ahould be inliabited by none but the Left Hand 
Caste. 

t( JJixL That whereas there are a great many 
of the Left Hand Caste in the Pe Ua Naik's 
Pettah. and so likewis-5 of tlie .Right Hand Caste in 
Mootel Pettah, it is agreed that each Caste com¬ 
mence removing their Houses on or before the 1st 
of December to their respective Pettahs before men¬ 
tioned ; and that the same be all completed on or 
before the 1st of June, 1708 ; and if any that have 
houses in either of the Pettahs can agree upon the 
sale or exchange thereof, they an at liberty to do 
it, or pull down and carry the materials to the 
Pettah appointed for them to live in 

“4th. Thai no Weddings by either Caste 
shall be made in the. streets in the Pedda Naikfs 
Pettah lately ia dispute between them, till that 
Pettah be wholly inhabited by the ICigld Hand 
Caste. 

“ 5th. That in Mootel Pettah they shall keep 
their Weddings there according to custom, till the 
{tight Hand Caste are removed out of it. 

** dth. That in neither of these Pettahs before 
mentioned, no one shall sell his house but to one 
of his own Caste. 

u 7tb. Thai whereas there arc Peatmen, Las* 
kars, and Fishermen that have their houses by the 
sea Side in Mootel Pettah, it is agreed that they 
remain there as they now am, without giving any 
molestation to the Left Hand Cade, 
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(< 8th, That ns we ordered in Consultation of 
the 17th July Stones to be erected for stinting the 
limits of the Left Hand Caste making their Wed¬ 
dings in the Pedda NnikYPsttah, and a suitable 
inscription thereon ; — we now at the' request of 
both Cades agree that the inscription be cut out; 
but the Stones remain for such inscriptions to he 
mode on them as the Governor and Council shall 
think fit hereafter. 

< To all the foregoing articles the Governor and 
Council do now agree; with which the Eight 
Hand Caste are ordered to acquaint their people 
(hat arc now withdrawn, that they now return to 
their obedience without further delay j which they 
readily promise to do. 

“ Wednesday, 27th. Notwithstanding that all 
matters seem to be so fairly adjusted before us on 
the 25th pad. between the two Castes, we have 
seen no good effect <>i it by the people returning to 
their duty. So the Governor ordered this day to 
>re him iu Council, Scrap a, 
Kara Verona, Sunka Ihuna, and Andee t 'hitty, 
—and charged them ns chief instruments in 
raising the present rebellion ; and the informa¬ 
tion of which he had had from one of their own 
CaC»\ who was in the conspiracy, who said they 
had a great difficulty to stir up the poor Handi¬ 
crafts ; and that the Pariahs who are the most 
numerous, refused to stir unless they sent with 
theta one of their heads of the Caste with one 
thousand Pagodas to pay their subsistence, which 
they accordingly complied with : and the Go¬ 
vernor was informed who had contributed thereto; 
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arid when tliey proposed it to the Boatmen, 
Washermen, anti ITshcrmeu, they likewise refused, 
saying they would not leave the livelihood tliey 
had there for an uncertainty ; but with much per¬ 
suasion they prevailed with them upon giving 
them a. note under their hands that they w ould pay 
them in proportion for the days they were absent, 
according to what they usually got here and Hint 
tliey would allow Batfca or.subsistenco money to all 
that should desert us (of which the Governor had 
daily intelligence from St. Thom4) which was paid 
them, T hey (the four Nativessurnnioned) denied all; 
knowing that whoever of their Caste cuuno in a*; 
evidence against them was in no small danger of 
their life. So the aforementioned prisoners the 
Governor ordered to he kept iu safe custody, and 
used suitable to their crimes. 

“ Frida'', 20th. This day were before us 
Sera pa, Nura Verona, Sunka llama, and Atttiec 
Chilty oi the Right Hand Caste, and Co] low ay 
Cliitty, Viukettee Cliitty, Petomh ■ (hitty, anil 
Cornapa Chitty of the Left Hand Caste , when 
hav ng a Brahmin present, they swore to be 
true to the CompanyS interest, and to lay 
aside all animosity between them relating to their 
castes, or any other dispute ; and that they would 
use their utmost influence to compose the present 
differences pn that account; as also to stand by the 
agreement made in Consultation the 2 3t.h instant • 
and for the. security of Serapa and the other three, 
four of tin* Right Hand Caste, the PeddaNaik, 
mid ten Cuomities w ere hound for their personal 
appearance. 
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M The Governor acquainting that none that 
li. ..cl deserted were come in since the agreement 
between the two Castes, which He imparted to 
their tear as well ns shame. So advised that a 
paper might be published in the nature of a gene¬ 
ral pardon •> which he now produced, and was 
read, and accordingly agreed toj and ordered to 
be set up in the Gates and Mvttows in the Gen- 
too and Malabar, and one in English at the Sea 
gate as follows: 

“ Whereas some wicked and evil designing 
people of the Bight Hand Caste, seduced by 
others ns wicked in the Government,* have went 
about for some sinister ends to make an insurrec¬ 
tion and rebellion in this Government; and the 
better to effect tlieir hellish designs, have deluded 
the poor and ignorant with a false notion that we . 
the Governor and Council, had favoured the Left 
Hand Caste to prejudice theirs j whereas nothing 
was done by ns but by the advice and consent of 
the principal of their heads; and since this dispute 
has happened , matters have been thoroughly can¬ 
vassed by twelve of each heads of the Ca.to, and 
all differences adjusted and dually ended before ns 
in Council ; yet nevertheless, we hoar that some 
people are still carrying on their ill designs to dis¬ 
turb the peace and tranquillity of the Government, 
which induces us to publish this our order and 
intentions. 

€< That whereas we have always showed great 
tenderness of the welfare of our inhabitants, and 
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look especial care to provide for the poor and la¬ 
bouring people, who three or four of the rich and 
crafty have imposed upon them* so as to make 
them desert us, and to terrify them from return¬ 
ing; to their duty, give out the Government will 
punish th 'Hi suitable to their crimes. 

“ We therefore have thought fit to publi h this 
our General Pardon to all such who have be.; i 
concerned in this insurrection ; promising and 
declaring that such who return to their habitations 
and duty on or before the lOth of September next, 
ar« pardoned hereby to all intents and purposes, 
as if they had not been concerned therein ; and 
Midi as do not comply herewith, their houses and 
estates shall be seized for the Company’s me, and 
‘heir persons when and wherever apprehended, 
Within the Company’s jurisdiction, .shall be pro¬ 
ceeded against with the utmost rigour ; and move 
particularly such who shall after the date hereof 
contribute any money or otherwise owards the 
upholding, maintaining, or employing tiny that sluall 
not come in by the time herein limited. Sealed 
with the Company's seal, and dated nt Fort St. 
George, this 29th day of August, one thousand 
seven hundred and seven.” 

Nothing appears to have transpired between 
the 29fh of August and the 19th of September 
specified m the General Purdon; but on the latter 
date we find the following significant entry . 

“ Wednesdays loth September The Governor 
summoned the Council to acquaint them, that he 
was just then informed that iu the night the Stones 
were stolen away; which we considered of, and 
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though the impudence of the action deserves the 
strictest enquiry arid punishment, and the im¬ 
mediate erecting others, yet it was unanimously 
agreed that we desist from doing either till these 
troubles are over; though obliged the Pedda Naik 
to give twenty thousand Pagodas for his personal 
appearance, who roust doubtless have a Ir ml. in it, 
or at bast knows of the taking away the Stones, 

• • Those of the Right Hand Caste that, have <h - 
serted, retiring to St. Thome, have sent for the 
heads of their Caste out of the country', who wrote 
»* thin day a most- saucy and impudent letter the 
translate of which is entered after this eonsultalion, 
wherein is a clause that they cite former Consulta¬ 
tions ; which is a plain indication, that some of 
our people had the penning of that letter; and 
though they quote is as a precedent for us, it is a 
sign they do not understand it, we having acted 
in this matter exactly according to that clause, 
Prom Dell a way Donne Paulo Chitty, etc., of 
‘Ik. Riglit Hand Caste, of the four comers and fifty 
six countries of tie* world, to the Hon’ble Thomas 
Pitt, Esq. and Council. 

* Prom the first foundation of Madras it was 
iv,ver known that the Left Haud Caste should be ad¬ 
hered to by wrongly informing your Honours to the 
prejudice of the Right Hand Caste; upon whose as¬ 
sertions you have erected Stones in our streets, and 
given the same from us ; concerning which an ad¬ 
dress was made to your ! fouours by way of Petition, 
upon perusal whereof you directed that your Peti¬ 
tioners were at liberty to stay or go where they 
pleased, which you repeated three times. Ac- 
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cordingly they came to St. Thorntf, from whom 
they wrote your Honours ; and we hearing the 
matters are comei Hither. 

“ From the begiimiug of the world it was never 
ocfore known that the Left Hand in the fifty six 
countries thereof, ever erected a Stone in the ]tight 
Hand Street, nor was it ever allowed by any Go¬ 
vernment. 

4< Ono of your predecessors with Timinia and 
Verona did appoint certain streets for the Left 
Hand Caste, and directed how they should act, as 
upon your Consultntion does appeal’; upon exa¬ 
mination whereof advantage would accrue to the 
Company, which you have hitherto omitted to do. 

t4 From your first settlement justice and equity 
have been distributed with an ecpial hand in your 
place; which lias occasioned many to resort to 
you, and to merer in wealth under youi protec¬ 
tion ; but upon this occasion of erecting Stones 
we must have recourse to the customs of the coun¬ 
try; this we write to a charitable people w ho we 
know will observe the same. 

St. Thome, September 9th, 1707. 

“ Sunday, 14th. The Armenians, Persians, 
and Patens, perceiving that the Governor and 
Council was not fairly dealt with in this dispute 
between the Castes; and that the persona who are 
employed and confided in to accommodate it, are of 
the Eight Hand Cn te, nil of whom had boon either 
active or passive in raising this diflerence; and 
knowing we had no other, they came in a body 
of fift) or sixty, and tendered their service. 
When the Govcnior summoned what of the Cpun- 
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alvrcre to be found, and tve accepted ot the to ser¬ 
vice and mediation ; who promised to-morrow to 
i'O some of them to St. Thorn*, to whic place the 
Right Hand Caste have Retired ami sent for seve¬ 
ral of their heads out of the country, who a v e come 
to them; ami they promised to take w ith them 
Nurrain our Brahmin and Moalla, when they will 
demand if them the reason of their desertion, and 
accommodate matters as well as they can, and as 
soon as possible. 

“ Monday, 1 5th. The Gowamor with the Secre¬ 
tary being writing a General Letter to the Com¬ 
pany in the Consultation Boom, there came a 
i lUshavdnr, or messenger, to him from St. 1 home, 
who was sent by the Nabob to turn out the old 
Governor there, and put in a hew one. He had 
been here two or three times before, and seemed 
to he concerned at the troubles we had about the 
Castes i which he sniil were frequent in the coun¬ 
try and sometimes grew to such a pitch that the. 
Government found a great deal of trouble ami dif¬ 
ficulty to quell them: and he said that, by some 
discourse he had had with them, he found them 
very impudent and saucy ; and that the source ol 
our troubles was not from them in St. Thome, hut 
from our own inhabitants that remained m town, 
who not only gave them directions, hut also ma 
them their subsistence. Ho also auded, sa> mg to 
the Governor, yon ave likewise grayed by some 
people that sits with yon at this '( able, co asking 
l lim by the Linguist what he meant, he answered 
H at yesterday, talking with three or lour ot the 
heads of Castes, they told him that the Second o) 
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Council (Mr. Fipr) was of their side ; and that 
wi libut he was restored to his employ they would 
not return on any terms ; but if he would come 
they would meet him anywhere, and return with 
him without insisting oil any pardou; for that 
they wen? assured he was their friend, and that he 
never consented to wlmt the Governor and Council 
had done in favour of the Loft Hand Caste, ami 
that he was against putting lip the Stones ; which 
belief in them had gained him such a reputation 
amongst the mob, that they went up and down 
the street- in his hearing, crying out “ Chimm 
Captain/’ ?* Cbtinna Captain/’ which implies in 
their language the Second. On which the Go¬ 
vernor asked him (the Gusbardar) whether he had 
heard su< h cl is course more than once from the 
heads of the Caste. He answered three or four 
times, and the mob crying out as before mentioned. 
Upon which the Governor told him that in the 
evening there would be several of his people there 
to talk to them, when we desired him to aver what 
he was told before by the beads of the Castes; to 
which he readily answered he would. This mart 
seemed to be a very sober judicious person* a 
stranger in these parts of the country, and could 
have no manner of interest in saying what he did. 
There was present at this discourse the Secretary 
whom the Governor ordered to take Minutes ; anil 
lor Linguist was present the Mooila N&rraiu, and 
Paupilia Brahmin ; who all averred that whereas 
they had W$i» several times to St. Thom6 about this 
business, they had often heard the mob cry out for 
the Chinnu Captain, 


70 


HISTOBY or MADIUS. 


urw 


“Tuesday, 16th. The Governor summoned 
tliis Council, when he reported to them what dis¬ 
course he had with the Gusbardar, as entered in 
a diary note of vesterday, in the presence of the 
Secretary, Mooll'a, Narrain, and I’.iupilia Brahmin, 
who all confessed the same. The three latter now 
acquainted us that yesterday in the afternoon they 
accompanied several of the Persians aiid Armenians 
to St. Thome, in order to accommodate this dif¬ 
ference between the Castes ; ivbo were stopped by 
the mob at the Gate, whilst they sent in word to 
their heads for admittance ; where they continued 
near two hours, and no answer but several affronts ; 
and whilst there beard the mob cry out, as the 
Gusbardar told us, for the OUinna Captain, and 
who ashed Marram and several of our people why 
he did not come, for nothing could be done to¬ 
wards their return without him. The heads ot the 
tt.i f .hr Hand Caste at St. Thome wrote several let¬ 
ters to those of their Caste remaining here (at 
Madras); threatening their lives and being turn¬ 
ed out of their Caste, if they did not come 
to them. This much intimidated the poor people, 
but those of any substance little regarded it,, 
since that we kept, so good guards to defend 
them from the threats; and what is to lie ob¬ 
served and generally believed that all the people 
who have left ns ait riot worth live thousand 
das Mavra in likewise acquainted us that all the* 
heads of the Right Hand Caste remaining iu town, 
unfit last night and wrote a letter to'our inhabi¬ 
tants of their Caste in St. Thom.;; the purport ot 
which wr. . to lot them know they Were satisfied m 
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all matters relating to their Caste; and therefore 
whatever ill consequences attend further disputes, 
tHey cleared themselves of it and laid it wholly at 
their doors. The messenger that earned the letter 
just now arriving \\m brought in before m, who 
acquainted us that they at St. Thome had returned 
no answer to their Caste in writing, but bid iiirn 
t.^U them that they would accept no Oowle than 
what wai signed by Mr. Fraser, and that the Stones 
must be brought to St. Thome or put; into the 
Pagoda. We w ere also at this time speaking of a 
report that had run about town for two or three 
days, that tlie Castes were rose one against the 
other at Fort St. Duvd, where several had been 
Mled, amongst which four or live of our soldiers 
and an officer mortally wounded. The Governor 
siod he believed it not, though he had heard of it. 
Mr. Frederick said he bod heard it from several* 
but being also told it by his dubash, who said he 
had it told him from Mr. I<Wr’s dubash, who was 
sent, for, when denied it. But the other confronting 
him with naming the time and place, where and 
when he had told it lum, caused the Governor to 
give credit to it, and punished him immediately 
fo spreading fob reports. This was done to 
encourage the Eight Hand Caste, and doubtless 
oy order of his master, or some of his accom¬ 
plices: whose chief dubash one Fango, a crafty 
profligate villain, is actually now at St. Thome* 
holding with the Eight Hand Caste in all their 
counsels. So hearing all before mentioned in this 
consultation, and what passed ye:- rd^v 
wnh the Gusbardar,, rivets in us a belief that the 
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.Right Hand Chaste has got Mi*. Fraser among 
them for their tool, or they durst not have adven¬ 
tured to have done what they have. So consider¬ 
ing that if this quarrel between them increases, it 
will he an unspeakable prejudice to the Company, 
and effectual ruin to the place ; and to agree 
to their insolent and saucy demands may in tutu- 
rity he attended with the like ill consequences :~~ 
to prevent all which, it is agreed t.o send for Mr. 
Fraser, when the Governor charged him with, 
what before mentioned, and telling him, from, 
which we arc sufficiently confirmed, that ho was 
at the head of this vile and base action, which oc¬ 
casioned the dispute between the Castes, that no 
less than threatened the destruction of the place. 
To which lie answered that it was all a grand 
suppose, and flatly denied till. So being ordered 
to withdraw we considered of the whole matter ; 
when it was unanimously agreed that Mr. Fraser, 
who is now removing out his lodgings in the 
Fort to a house in the town, that lie be continued 
therein and confined, without permitting any ono 
io come to discourse him. but in the presence of the 
sentinel. The Captain of the Guard was sent for, to 
whom the Governor gave a charge accordingly.” 

14 Tuesday, 23rd. The Governor and Council 
having granted a pardon to the Right Hand Caste 
(now at St. Thome) being at the request of several 
Persians and Armenian?, who desired that Doc cor 
Lewis and Padre Michael may go with them to 
deliver the pardon and accompany them in their 
return. Accordingly the refractory members of the 
Right Hand Caste came out of St; Thome all to- 
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gather about nine thh morning. But when they 
came near the town, they took disgust at something 
01 * other, the certainty unknown to us, and returned 
again to St, Thome j the Pariahs surrounded the 
inhabitants and forced them to go with them. So 
Narain, being in hopes of giving them satisfac¬ 
tion, went With them, who they abused in several 
respects and con lined ; but was the next day die* 
charged upon a threatening letter from the Go¬ 
vernor that he would fetch him by force. 5 ' 

The pardon which had.proved so nearly success¬ 
ful in bringing the flight Hand Gas to from St. 
Thom | was as follows. 

u A Gowk' granted by Thomas Pitt, Esq,, Go¬ 
vernor of Fort St. George, and Council to the 
Eight JUand Caste. 

f< Whereas you deserted us by reason of our 
giving your streets to the Left Hand Caste, which 
we have again returned to you ; and whereas you 
say we have given a writing to them on that 
account or any other, we say it is forged and 
fake, if any such one be produced. Therefore 
you may depend upon this Cowle, and re¬ 
turn to your duty, and enjoy your ancient 
privileges according to salabad ; giving this before 
the Great God above and Jesus Christ that we will 
righteously perform, and that none shall be pun¬ 
ished on this account hereafter. Given under our 
hands and the Hon’ble Company's ^e.n! in Fort St. 
George, this 22nd of September, 1707.” 

The failure of this pardon seems to have drven 
Governor Pitt frantic, if we may judge from the 
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following extraordinary resolution, which h« ar¬ 
rived at the following day. 

« Wednesday, 24th We, finding no likelihood 
of putting an end to these trouble* between the 
Castes, for that the insolency of the Pariahs daily 
increases, a particular instance ol which we had 
yesterday by their forcing the inhabitants to return, 
and imprisoning awl abusing Nanv.m. be io- 
n-mor proposed the attacking ofSt. llrntnc the 
26th at break of day (where they are harboured) 
and put as many of them as possible to the sword, 
but no inhabitant of any Caste rise; which was 
inuininiousiy agiFf;d to in Coun* il, and prepara¬ 
tions immediately’ made accordingly ; resolving o 
match two hundred and fifty scMfera, two hundred 
tailiars, and two hundred peons, as also eighteen 
hundred peons which the Left Hand taste hove 
raided since the troubles for their -security ; and 
the Governor disposed matters to effect the same. 

« Thursday, 25 th. The preparations being made 
for attacking' our Pariahs in St.Tho.cc to-morrow 
morning, which alarmed several inhabitants, moTe 
especial)'' Armenians, Moors, etc who nightly 
importuned as to desist ; for that many ill eonse- 
nuences would attend it, and that they were « c 
we could not effect onv ends m cutting ofl the 
pariahs, who would certainly fly into the country; 
besides our Pedda Naik who pressed us to desist 
from our intended enterprise ; .mg the new 
Governor of St. ThorcS would be there to night, 
with whom he was well acquainted, and could 
prevail with him to turn them out of the town, or 
else he would be obliged to bring the Governs 
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twenty or thirty of their heads. So considering 
the n umerous importunities, we deferred our design 
wo or three days to see whether milder means 
would oblige their return. 

ct Wednesday* 1st October. The Governor ac¬ 
quainted the Council that he observes the new Go- 
pernor of Sf. Thome is weary of our mob, and 
seems to endeavour what he can to persuade them 
k» return. Yesterday our people going: in hopes 
to have brought, them back, they then insisted 
upon signing a paper amongst themselves; and 
that those, we sent should join them ; which they 
refused, telling them they could not do it without 
the Governor a leave , the purport of which paper 
is that they may have leave to rebel when they 
please ; the translat of it is as follows. 

‘ A il the inhabitants of the Right Hand Caste 
of Chinnapatam have entered into an agreement in 
the presence of the Right Hand Caste of the 
country, viz. 

(i Wh- v*;.u the Left Hand Casto have broke the salla- 
bad by erooting Stones in ur streets, upon which we 
dasei ted the place, and re come hither ; »inco which 
the Governor and Council have taken away the Stones, 
and given us thou* Cowle that all shall bo settled and 
gn according to sallabad, which we will unanimously 
ende Your to maintain ; And notwithstanding, should 
the Governor act contrary to his Cowle, ov that 
the Left Hand Caste should take upon thorn more 
than their duty, we jointly agree to stand by one another 
for the iiaving our jredit ; and whoever of us act- con¬ 
trary to which heroin mentioned Miall )>e turned out of 
the Caste, and the iniquities shall light upon them as 
befalls v,ch who sacrifices a cow, woman Brahmin, and 
their mother before tho River Ganges. Hated October 
1st, 1707.” 
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<c do upon our shewing a detestation and abhov- 
pence to give leave to vheir signing such a paper, 
it v,‘«3 laid UHde ; and, as the Governor is credibly 
info ruled, that that paper, as well as others wo 
Imvo received during these troubles from the 
Eight Hand Caste, were drawn up and framed by 
that notorious miscreant Tiraapa, a fellow adapted 
to all inauncr of villany, and always a great favour¬ 
ite and privy counsellor of Mv Fraser, and a com¬ 
panion of his chief du basin’ 5 

*< The heads of the 0 *stea and mob which de¬ 
serted us, having accepted of our pardon the 2 and 
last month, and still every day starting new de¬ 
mand and refuse to return, we unanimously 
agreed t bis day to send to them our Moollo and 
Brahmin, to demand of them their final answer, 
whether they would return upon our pardon or not, 
and if not to demand it of them. 

“ Thursday, 2nd. The Moolla and Brahmin 
returning Inst night from St. Thome, acquainted 
us that according to our order they had demanded 
our pardon given our inhabitants that are lied 
there; who have refused to return it, promising 
that they would come back to-day, but that it was 
not a good day ; but to-monow or next day they 
would not fail, if those of their Caste here came to 
meet them. At last, as will be seen by the fol¬ 
lowing entry', the refractory Eight Hands were 
Induced to return. 

<f Saturday, 4th. This evening about seven 
o’clock the Governor of Si. Thomd, being a Gentoo 
and of the ^amc Caste that deserted us, came with 
our people that Went hence ffei? morning, and 
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brought back all the deserters. The heads ap ¬ 
peared before the Governor and were dismissed to 
their habitations, with assurances that their pardon, 
should be kept inviolable. 

“ Monday, 6 th. Muttornbec, the Governor of St , 
Thome, having to all appearance taken a great 
deal of pa ins to effect the returning of those that, 
deserted;—it is therefore agreed that the following 
present be made him 5 the amount 01 which, in a 
seasonable time* to be paid the Company by the 
Right Hand Caste, 

"Scarlet 1 pieco... Aurora, 1 pio<w... Ordinary ftcd v 1 

[piece. 

(Jn en t piece... Looking Glasaos... feVorda 4, 

1 Pair Pisjtok?. tJ Pair Spectacle^, Kuive.^ and pen- 

1 piece of Sergo. [knives?. 

“ The deserters or rebel. > returning the- 4th at 
night, who for some time refused 10 accept our 
pardon, or any proposals but. what should bo made 
by Mr. ivictser ; At which reasons therein be was 
confined ; after which they never so much as men ¬ 
tioned bis name, so that none can believe but that 
they moved by his direction ; but being returned 
again, agreed that Ids confinement be taken oft, 
and he set at liberty ; when the Captain of the 
Guard was sent for, and the Governor acquainted 
him there wit hd* 

A fortnight's quiet passed away, and the storm 
having..subsided, we Hud the following entries. 

'* Monday, 2 Qth. The Washermen that desert¬ 
ed upon the late dispute between {.heir Castes, 
who on their return freely declared that they were 
forced away by the heads of their Caste, who had 
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combined with the Belljawurt ; besides they com¬ 
plained of great injustices that they had received 
from the heads of their Caste, and desired they 
lasiv have other four heads ; and they would. not 
only pay what the. Washers pay, but also sign n 
paper that they would not desert again on nny pre¬ 
tence whatever. Upon which they presented four 
heads of their own choosing, which we approved 
of and tasherift them when the whole body signed 
the paper as agreed on. 

“ Tuesday, 81st The officer id Bridge Gate 
bringing in tins morning to the Governor a Cajan 
letter that, he found hung upon a post near the 
Gate, which when translated seemed to be from a 
body of tin Eight Hand Caste; the purport of 
which was to disown the villany which bad been 
done in the name of their Caste, and charging the 
contrivers of it to be Navrain, Serapa, Timapa, 
Sunka Hama, and Andre Chitty ; upon which we 
sent for the five persons 'before mentioned, to whom 
our Brahmin rend the letter, which as we expect¬ 
ed they disowned knowing anything of it. So we 
IgKed' that they five should go to the Pagoch 
with our Brahmin, and there send for the heads of 
all their Castes, to whom they should read the 
letter, and find out if possible, the truth, and 
author of it. But in the evening the five persons 
with the Brahmin returned, and acquainted the 
Governor that they had all been at .the Pagoda, 
where the letter was read to their Caste, who 
disowned they knew anything of it. 

“ Wednesday, 28nd. This morning was brought 
in four papers 'that were fixed on the outside of 
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the bastions o r the inward Port ; the purport of 
which being full of the moat opprobious language 
against the Governor; charging him to bo the 
author of the Onjan letter read yesterday. The 
authors of which are doubtless the five persons, 
Narrain, etc., who we iu our consciences belie • 
were the sole contrivers of the late rebellion, and 
are not a little nettled in fearing that that villany 
will in a little time be proved upon them. 

“ Thursday, 30th. The Governor produces a 
paper in the Gen too language signed by President 
Baker, Agent Greenhill. and Mr. Gurney, dated 
in. the year 1052,* for composing differences 
amongst the Right and Left Hand Castes; which 
he had from the latter, and doubtless the other 
had the same ; by which it appears that the Go¬ 
vernor and Council now acted as they did then ; 
the translate of which is as follows. 

In Port St. George belonging to the'Right 
Honorable English Company, before the Honora¬ 
ble President Baker, agent Greenhill, and Mr. 
Gurney, were present Commree Ckitty, and 
Sheshadrec Naik, inhabitants of Chinnapatam. 
.then; having of late been several differences and 
disputes between the Castes about their streets, 
wlueh this day is settled ; and in ease it be not 
observed by each Caste in regard to their Wed¬ 
dings anil Bin i ds, the fir st breaker of it shall for¬ 
feit a thousand dollars. 


fhis referent is worthy of enjieciul notice. It 
refers to a period within thirteen years of the founda¬ 
tion of Fort St. George, and of which no records arc 
preserved in the Madras Record Office. The earliest 
record w Madi as bears date lt>70. 
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Signed by 
Aaron Baker. 
Henry GreenhilL 
William Gurney, 


Cannaree Chetty. 
Sheshadree NaiL” 
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<{ The Bight Hand Castes are to reside in the 
particular streets appointed for them, where are 
to live or come none of the Left Hand Caste; and 
the same with the Left Hand Caste, where are to 
be none of the Bight Hand Caste. 

44 The Great street from before the Fort as far 
.as Taggapa Chitty*a Garden, and all the streets to 
the west ward of that street, are allotted to the 
Right Hand Caste j and the Great street from Mr. 
Porter’s reaching by Malloy Carjt ids old Pagoda, 
with the New street (being two streets) are allot¬ 
ted to the Left Hand Caste. 

“ The. Market street opposite to the Choultry as 
far as the Committee’s shops, is appointed to the 
Bight Hand Caste ; and as far us the Oliitties 
shops in the same street to the Left Hand Caste ; 
where either Caste may pass with ’ heir Weddings 
or Burials ; and if either of the Castes net contrary 
to this Agreement shall pay one thousand dollars. 

f< The Pattnawars and Camlwars are to pass 
with their Weddings and Burials from the back 
side of Mr. Porter** house to the middle of the 
Quarter Porter’s house, and so to proceed to the 
Portuguese Church ; they may likewise go through 
the Great, street. 

4 4 Before the Port Is free for all. 

<c Shcshadreo Chitty is mediator to each Caste. 
His servants, nor the Company’s servants and 
painters, cannot pass these streets. Dated Novem¬ 
ber 5th, jrn 
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Wc have thus reproduced in full the more in¬ 
teresting papers connected with this remarkable 
dispute between the Eight and Left Hands. 
There arc however other entries, far too lengthy 
to bo extracted here, from which, we gather that 
the dispute was aggravated by other circumslanct s, 
which were not permitted to vise to the surface, 
tu the first instance there had undoubtedly been 
a tierce quarrel between the two Hands about the 
streets in which each Hand might celebrate its 
Weddings and Burials. But about this time a com¬ 
mercial rivalry arose. The Merchants belonging to 
the Eight Hand had generally purchased the Com¬ 
pany s goods exported from England : but now 
the Merchants of the Left Hand contrived to out¬ 
bid them. As the. Light Hand was said to be 
favoured by Mr. Fraser, so the Left Hand was 
evidently favoured by Governor Pitt. The viru¬ 
lence of the hatred between Governor Pitt and 
Mr. Fraser seems to imply something more than a 
nerr difference of opinion as regards the mode of 
mediating between the two Hands. That Mr. 
Fraser .as the champion of the Eight Hand 
is biiilicicutly proved by what has “gone be- 
Hre. That Governor Pitt was the champion 
of the Lett Hand seems also proved by a Pe¬ 
tition presented by the Left Hand after the 
return of their enemies to Madras. We are sor¬ 
ry that this Petition should be far too long 
to be reproduced in these columns ; but a careful 
perusal of it has strongly impressed us with the 
idea that though it may have been presented bv 
he Left Hand it was originally from, the peij 
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of Mr. Pitt. It recapitulates at very great length 
the whole history of the disputes, and employs 
exactly the language and style which Mr. Ph 
would, himself have used to clear him sell before 
the Court of Directors ; and it contains a petition 
l bat the Loft Hun t might be permitted to leave 
Madras peaceably ni the end of six. months, and 
^eek for employment elsewhere j and that a notice 
>f their intention of doing so might be made pub¬ 
lic, so that they might have the opportunity of 
paving up every debt they owed before leaving 
the town 1 

In December matters were restored to tranquil 
lity ; and during the following year a final ar¬ 
rangement w is nv do between the two Hand? for 
removing into separate streets. Bui; the quarrel 
between Governor Tilt and Mr. Fraser con¬ 
tinued to lx as virulent as ever. Mr* Pitt 
drew up eight charges against the latter, with 
which however the reader is generally ac¬ 
quainted ; but wo make the following ex¬ 
tract for the sake of its style. <; Thai: it is well 
known by most upon the place, as also by what 
appears upon the Consultation Book,:, that he 
(Mr. Fraser) has ever been found a person of a 
factions and turbulent temper ; and though weak 
in contriving, yet industrious in promoting mis¬ 
chief and confusion ; of a capacity unfit for any 
business or advice ; impatient, of peace, and only 
pleased when factious run high; wherein he lias al¬ 
ways made om to the great prejudice of the Com 
pauyh; allairs; during the time of our j$***entGover¬ 
nor always herding and siding with such persons 
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as are under the frowns of the Cfovcniraent let t heir 
crimes be ever so black ; and at the beginning of 
these troubles it was observed lie was very in* - 
mate with his old acquaintance Timapa* a pro¬ 
fligate and wicked wretch, but a bird of the same 
feather, notorious for mischief, and one of the 
chief contrivers of the rebellion .'* 

Mr. Fraser was promised a copy of the whole 
of the charges, but witwithstandiug Ids repented, 
applications, lie could not get one till just before 
the ships were about to sail for England, and then 
it was only signed by ties Chief Secretary. Ac¬ 
cordingly he wrote a short protest couched in tole¬ 
rably decent terms, but which led to the follow' 
ing entry in tlie Consultation Book. 

“ Saturday, Gth December. Eraser this morn¬ 
ing sending an impudent and saucy paper to the Go* 
vornor and Council, it was agreed that it should 
be delivered to the Marshall to be burned under 
Gallows, which was accordingly done.” 

In our last chapter we recorded the opinion of 
the Court ot Directors upon the conduct of Mr. 
Fraser; and we*here extract from the same Ge¬ 
neral Letter, a copy of their judgment upon the 
quarrel between the two Hands. After some re¬ 
marks on the investments,'the Court wrote as 
follows : 

'** This naturally leads us to the many and long 
paragraphs in your letters relating to the differ* rices 
between the Eight and Left Hand Castes ; because 
the 1 leads of them are the men by whom you mak- 
your investments ; and without entering into a 



HISTORY OF MADRAS. 


a/or. 




U 

particular detail of the matter, we say in general, 
that the generality of men in all counfcj? are na¬ 
turally disposed tp be at ease and live peaceably, 
if they have a quiet possession of liberty and pro¬ 
perty ; and the most turbulent spirits will in a good 
measure lie still unless they have a specious handle 
given them on account of hardships done »r 
offered to be done thorn. ]S T or does ii appear pro¬ 
bable to us that either of the two Castes would 
have ventured to fly in the face of Government, 
which is or should be power, withoui a real or ap¬ 
in'* bended great provocation ; nor can we think 
that the flight Hand Caste would have carried 
things to that extremity on the single quarrel of 
the Left Hand Caste making a wedding in their 
own streets. It seems to us that the seeds of dis ¬ 
cord lay deeper, and that tilings growing ripe for 
a rupture, this handle was taken to begin the 
quarrel, and set fire to the fuel that was before 
preparing for it. We should have esteemed it a 
praiseworthy management in our President and 
Council to have foreseen and prevented this muti¬ 
nous disposition before it broke out, or at least to 
have quenched it when it first began to flame. 

* Nothing more does better bespeak the ability 
and diligence of Governors than keeping their sub¬ 
jects and dependents in quiet; and they can never 
do that without an impartial administrat ion of jus¬ 
tice to all under them ; for whether they them¬ 
selves, or others by their authority or connivance, 
oppress or injure the subject, it comes to all' one 
in the upshot ; that is 10 say, first the people se¬ 
cretly murmur and complain, then they break out 
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into more open reproaches, and at last into down 
right mutinies and rebellions ; and this seems to 
us to be. the true reason why those scurrilous 
papers were fastened upon the Stones act up, and 
afterword* on the wails of the town ; whe ats the 
Wise Man’s remark will be found to be eternally 
true, te That the Throne can only bo establi shed 
in righteousness. ” 

'• it was verv surprising to s to read that so 
many of the handicrafts, and other useful hands, 
went away on this quarrel ; and gave ns but ordi 
jiary appreheusioua of the conduct of the then ad¬ 
ministration. Surely they were too valuable to 
bo parted with without the last extremity. All 
nations and times have agreed in this, that useful 
people arc the riches as well ns the strength of a 
city or country , and although we readily agree 
that neither the one or the other Caste are over 
honest, or w ill scruple laying hold of any handle 
for their own benefit ; yet it seems plain to us 
there must be something more than ordinary at 
the bottom, that should make the Right Hand 
Castes go away in general in a body, and the heads 
of them consent to be at t he charge of maintain¬ 
ing the handicrafts people at St, Thome. 

a On the whole matter ve heartily recopTnmen 
to von all to endeavour in your stations to j eventd 
srch like quarrels in future ; and to that nerl to 
take care the established ancient privileges of both 
Castes be preserved to them, and the like to all. 
other the inhabitants ; and that all of them have the 
free possession of their liberty and property : that 
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Justine bo administered equally and impartially, 
and no real cause given of discontent ; and then 
it’ you find any makebfctes that would be putting 
the people in a ferment, make them public ex 
ample? as their faults deserve, and remember in 
auc h eases “ too much pity spoils a city/* 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

G0VERK0K8HIP OF MR. THOMAS PITT. 

1708 .- 0 . * 

The Governorship of Mr. Pitt, which extended 
over the unusually long period of dev u years, 
was suddenly brought to a close in 1709. The 
later years of his government are distinguished 
by events which emphatically belong to the his¬ 
tory of t^re British rule in India. Hitherto the 
English Governors had only carried on their com¬ 
munications with the Nabobs in their neighbour¬ 
hood, but circumstances now brought, them into 
more immediate communication with the Great 
Mogul. During the later years of the reignof 
Aumngzebe the Governor of Madras had been 
brought into communication with the Grand Vizier 
Assad Khan., and with his son Zilfiiar Khan, After 
the death of Aurungzebe, circumstances, as vvt 
shall presently see, brought Mr. Pitt into dime 
dommumcation with the new Emperor hansek 
8hah Aulurn, known in Mahomedhn history under 
the title of Bahadur Shah, 

Before however notking these event c we Jay 
before o;iv readers the following extracts illus 
trutive of the internal state of Madras. The hrst 
is a copy of agreement between the Right and Left 
Hand Castes, dated 14th. January, 1703, which 
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appears to have settled for awhile the dispute be¬ 
tween the two. 

Whereas there has lately been differences in the 
Streets between both parties occasioned by a wedding 
going in i rovession it) rhe Pedda Naik’s Pettah : and it 
being brought before your Honour, who ordered us to 
chose out twelve Heads of each Caste to meet in th ' 
Gentoo Pagoda, and make matters ; up, and then report 
what done to your Honour. (Names of tt.o twelve Heads 
of each Cam - omitted). These twenty-four agreed and 
continued as follows. 

“ The Left Hand Caste co-habiting in several street* 
that belong to the Eight Har d in the Pedda Naik's PoL 
tah, 00 that they cannot safely make their Weddings; 
therefore from this day all the Left Hand that live in 
the Pedda Naik’a Pettah, shall have the following 
streeta to live and make their weddings, vi«. Eastward 
if Eccombre Shorn! oo Pagoda, as you go in the back 
side comer street of veuc&ta Narnapa's stone < .'houitry 
and go from that } Hcg along the Southward Street ;is 
far as the well before Gttlla Annitebea toire, where be¬ 
sides the South Street there is another North Street as 
you como from BraUthin Appelias Garden which joins 
i the Weil ; and from the well westward as far as 
Dubaah Kuggana’s house ; thence as you go northward 
of Nautowary Pillary Pagoda as far as Mr. Empson’s 
Garden ; in which streets the Left Hand Castes shall 
live and make their weddings. But if the aforesaid 
streeti- are not enough to hold them all, some of tho?w 
houses that lie to the westward which belong to the 
Right Hand, we will supply thorn with ; and in care 
those are not enough too, we will find some houses out 
either of the east, north, or south ; and Kcconitorc 
Sheraioo’s Pagoda, and Vencata Narnapa’s Choultry, 
shall belong to both Castes, And the Left Hand shall 
carry tlieir dead towards the westward of Baugana 
Rama’s Garden Street. Those of the Right Hand that 
were Hying in the abovesaidetreetHshall now change with 
the Left Hand that did inhabit the Right Hand Greet, 
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and henceforward Jive there* Both parties having thus 
agreed, wt shall keep our Customs and weddings in our 
own streets. The Left Hand sh ill not buy those gar 
dena to the westward of the street that front* Mr. Imp., 
aon’ri garden, without the owner's const: it, nor shall the 
Right Hand build any houses there. If any of the 
bastes aet contrary to this agreement, shelf be fined 
twelve thousand V\ ( iv. to the Hon’ble Company, and 
receive punishment according to the custom of thei 
Caste. To fhirj we both agree and confirm. All the 
eastward from iSTautoivany PilUry Pagoda shall, belong 
to the Eight Hand : all the Westward to the Left 
Hand,”* 

The following curious account of the knaveries 
of the Madras boatmen, and the strong measures 
taken in consequence, will be found very illustra¬ 
tive of the character of the times. 

u Tuesday, 20th. T he Governor this morning 
Summoned this Council to acquaint them, that just 
then the Peddu Naik informed him that he dis¬ 
covered a villainy in the Boatmen, in opening the 
Company’s bales sent on board the Duchess ; 
whvh He hearing of in the night immediately 
secured the head Boatmen and two Peons, at the 
watching places by the sea side, on whom lie found 
two pieces of middling longcloth. The Governor 
immediately sent for the Couicopoly of the Godown 
to enquire what peons were sent off in the boats, 
{hat day they loaded fifteen boats ; which to his 
great surprise lie tol l him no Peons at all; though 
alien at the Council Board he ordered that no 
goods of the Company* s should go off or come 


This agreement wa« recapitulated and confirmed vu 
the 23rd June, 1708. 
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ashore without Peons in the boo?,!* ; and the A&mo 
lie had often ordered the Oonieopoly when with 
him, and twice or thrice thrashed him himself when 
that he found he neglected it* 

45 The Chief of the boatmen 'were before us 
when the Peddn Nnik charged them with the 
knowledge of this \ illainy, and brought one of their 
servants u> t heir face to prove it ; who did nor 
only do that, but sent some of hU people with 
then* servant to one of the Chiefs houses, and 
found four pieces of Bettdees buried underground. 
Upon which orders were given to appifehend all 
the Boatmen that w< re ashore, and those that 
were gone off hi boats when they returned ; and 
as soon as the Governor was informed of it, and 
knowing four boats were gone off this morning 
with bales, he sent for Captain Raymond, whom 
lie desired to write to his Mate to search the four 
boats as soon, as come on board, to sec whether 
they had not played the same tricks with those 
bales. When some of those boats off returned 
near the surf, their associates in this villauy made 
them some private sign, so that they returned 
again as far as the Paddy boats, and there consult¬ 
'd one another; from which we apprehended they 
would run nwav to the northward or southward. 
So presently sent two boats with the Vkagapa- 
tani boatmen with soldie r to prevent it ; which 
as soon ns they discovered, ten boats run away 

* We wonder wliat woo Id be said now if a Governor 
of Madras gravdy recorded in the Consultation Book, 
that he liad more than once thrashed a Caoicopoly with 
his own hand for neglect of duty. 
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to (ho soirthv ;ml; upon which the Governor 
ordered the Gunner to five shot from the. 
Battery and sink thorn if possible ; several of 
which foil very near, but had not^he good luck 
to do execution*)' ; and the ship observing it sent 
their Pinnace, who cut off the flight of four and 
brought them hack, hut the other six got to St. 
Thome, whither he Government sei\t Peons with 
our Brahmin to secure them aa they carun ashore 
and bring them hitherto $ which, if the Governor 
refused, to charge them with them ; both which 
they (the St, Thorne authorities) refused ; upon 
which it was thought fit to fetch them with a 
Company of soldiers ; but upon consideration, we 
then heard the Nabob was at Conjee cram and 
expected every day at St. Thome, we desisted, be¬ 
lieving the consequence would be embroiling the 
Company’s affairs for the present. Upon which 
it was agreed to write the Nabob a letter, and 
another to the Governor of Sr.. Thome, who is 
now at Poouamallee ; and if we have not imme¬ 
diate redress, then to apply ourselves to other 
course * to procure it. 

„ “ Wednesday, 81st. This morniug the Go¬ 
vernor severely punished all the sea side Peons, 
and we ordered the two Peons that were taken 
with th*. pieces of cloth to oe whipped round the 
town, and to-morrow mo rning to be put in the 
1 illory with ears nailed thereto, and at twelve 
o’clock at noon to be cut off. 

“ Though we are app rehens ive that these, vil- 

t Prom this and other allusions, Governor Pitt do< « 
uoi wen. to have been very fond of ibo natives. 
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tains have stole out of the bales on board the 
Incites? to a great amount, and that we cannot 
come at the certainty without unloading the ship, 
winch will not only augment Hie demurrage, but 
lose so much time as may endanger her passage 
Upon which consideration we have resolved to dis¬ 
patch the slop, and to take an obligation from the 
Warehouse and Sea gate (Joncopolies, sea side 
Peons, and Boatmen, to pay wlmt shall bo found 
wanting when opened in the Company's Ware¬ 
houses in England.’’ 

/he following little piece of horsedealing on the 
part ot Governor Pitt, appears to be rather a 
doubtful transaction. The Nabob was at this time 
at St. Thom<$. 

Tuesday I *>tli February. The Nabob being 
very pressing for a Persia horse of the Govern 1 or ”3 
for which he has been often offered 150 Pagodas ; 
but Hie Nabob being willing to give no more than 
400, it is agreed the Company allows the 50 
Pagodas/’ 

Mr. Pitt’s quarrels were about this time very 
much on the increase, Mr. Frederick, member oi 
Council, incurred his wrath, from the following 
circumstance. Captain Seaton hud been cashiered 
for marching his troops over some cloths. Mr. Pitt 
subsequently nominated n Mr. Itoac b to the vacant 
commission. Mr Frederick, who had married a 
daughter-in-law of Captain Seaton, objected to the 
appointment on the ground that Mr. lioach had 
been in France without leave, and was subject to 
certain penalties. Thereupon Mr. Pitt made a 
either warm entry in the consultation book, in 


i WHO 


HISTORY OF MADEA3. 


$3 


which he upF id the character of Mr. Roach, and 
thus commented on the objection of Mr. Frederick. 

We cannot but think it a severe refl ection on us, 
the Governor and Council here, that we should 
not be thought by Mr. Frederick to be better 
judges of those matters than himself ; and that he 
should bo the only person amongst us that is fit 
to judge of men and their capacity, when it is no¬ 
toriously known by all in this place, that profound 
ignorance and pride are his only qualifications.’’ 

We have now to narrate the progress of events 
which brought Mr. Pitt into more immediate com¬ 
munication. with the Great Mogul. Anmngzebe 
expired in the camp at Ah mod nuggar on the 31st 
of February, 1707. Me left behind him three 
sons, viz. Moazzim, better known as Shah 
Aulum, who was Governor of Cabul; Ami Shah, 
who was Subahdar of XJuzerat ; and Kam Buksh, 
who was Governor of Bijapoor. By his will he 
recommended that Shnh Aulum should be recog¬ 
nised as Emperor, but that ho and Azmi Shah 
should divide the empire ; Shah Aulum taking the 
northern and eastern provinces, with Delhi for his 
capital ; and Azirn Shah taking all the coluntiry to 
the south and south-west, including all the Dekkan 
excepting Golconda arid Bijapoor. These last 
mentioned kingdoms were assigned to Kara Buksh. 

The decease of Aurungzebc was followed by a 
war between his sons. The moment the second 
son Azim Shah heard the r ows of hjs father’s 
death, he had hurried to the camp at Ahmed nuggar, 
and was immediately proclaimed Emperor of all 
Lidia in perfect disregard to the will of Auruu*- 
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zebe> Meantime Shah Aulnm had assumed the 
imperial crown ai Cabul. Aziin Shall marched 
against him,, and a bloody battle ensued in the 
neighbourhood of Agra, in which Aziin was 
slain.'* 

Shah Aulnm was now joined by Zulfikar Khan, 
ami Assad Khan ; both of whom, as we have seen, 
are frequently mentioned in i:he records connected 
with the later yews of Aumngzabe j Zalfikar Khan 
as comiuander-in-ehief of the army against the 
Mahnittu;. arid as predecessor of Da wood Khan 
in the IKabobship of the ( anrntic: and Assad 
Khan, as father of Zulfikar Khan, and Grand Vizier 
of Aunmgzebo. Another contest still remained . K am 
Bukali was not contented with Golcpnda and Blj.i- 
poor, but a piped after the imperial throne. Shah 
Aiiluin attempted to wiu him over by concessions 
but in. vain. At last Shah Aulnm innrdn I an army 
into the Dekkan to oppose, him. After a consi¬ 
derable delay a battle took place near Hyderabad 
In February, I7CK),f at which Kam Buksh was 
mortally wounded. 

In 1703, when Shall Aulum was anticipating a 
conflict with his younger brother Kam Bitksh in the 

* Elphinstone da,es this little in Jane 1707. 

i Elphinstone nays the tattle took place in I obruary 
1708, but it must, have taken place ia January 1709, 
or rather in. Januny 1708-0. The exact date we are 
enabled to give froiv. the records. It is very probable 
that the previous <bte of the defeat of Azinx Shah, h 
fixed a year »oo early; ami indeed Mr. Elphinstone ap¬ 
pears from the records to have confounded the old and 
now atvlos. In the present publication we have invari¬ 
ably given the now style for the sake of clearness. 





X7W-&.J HISTORY OF MADRAS. 95 

Dekkan, the Steward of his household dispatched a 
loiter to the Governor of Fort St* George, 41 pro* 
leasing great kindness and tendering his service in 
any affair.” The reason tor this advance is obvi¬ 
ous. Kam Buksh was lien in command of the 
Dekkan, and the continued allegiance of the i'ng- 
lish might prove of importance to Shah .Valum. 
Governor Pitt determined lq take every advantage 
of the crisis to secure a better understanding with 
the Mogul’s Government. Accordingly he wrote 
an answer to the lloyal Steward, requesting that 
Shah Aulum would be pleased to confirm the privi¬ 
leges granted the English by his father Aunmg/.ebr. 
The progress of affairs can now be best explained 
by the following extracts from the Consultations* 

‘'Saturday, 31st July, 1708. This evening at 
four o'clock the Governor summoned the Council, 
and most of the Company’s servants, with the 
ehietest of the European inhabitants, to accom¬ 
pany him to the garden, where he was met by all 
the Armenians,* Persians, Moguls, Pattms, and 
Head Merchant Gentoo inhabitants of this place, 
there to receive a Husbulhookum from King Shah 
Aulum to the Government here, procured by Zoo- 
dee Khan, Lord High Steward of said King’s 
household, which was received with all ceremonies 
usual on such an occasion, by firing of great guns, 
etc. 

«* Saturday, 7th August. The purport of the 
HtisbnRtookum from Shah Aulum seems to invite 
us to l ink*,* our addresses to the King for a confir¬ 
mation of our privileges: which opportunity we re¬ 
solving to take hold of, believing we shall aeeom- 
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]>liso it for a mucli less he Company, than 1 . 
we defer it till the contests between the brothers 
are over; wherefore it agreed that the Governor 
draws out a petition to the King, a letter to the 
Grand Vizier, ami another to Zoodce Khan, and 
lay them before the Council for their advice therein. 

<e Zoodee Khan’s Lady (by whose Husband’s 
means the Husbulhookum was sent us) living still 
it St. Thome, to whom it is agreed to send a pre¬ 
sent of Persia fruit, rosewater, etc. and some fi))a- 
gree work of Manilla, with a piece of Persia cloth 
of gold, all to tha value of 120 or 130 Pagodas, 
or thereabouts.’ 

The HnabuHinokiun was said to be from Klmn 
Khaimn Bahadur the Grand Vizier- but the real 
Vizier at this time was Monaim Klmn. Khan 
Klianan merely signifies “ Khan of Khans.” 

“From Khan Khaiwm, Bahadur Zephir Jung, 
Grand Vizier, 

“ The Governor of Clunnapatanam may depemt 
upon his Majesty’s Royal Favour.* 

The good and faithful, services you have done 
his Majesty’s subjects has been represented to 
lum by some of his Chief Ministers of State, 
upon whose recommendation of your merits, 
a mark of his favour to you, he has order¬ 
ed this Hosbulhookum to he sent you to certify 
the same ; not doubting but your deportment will 
continue to be such as to increase in fame and 
reputation ; and according as you observe this 
Husbulhookum you may expect further marks of 
his Majesty’s grace and* countenance. Dated June 
1st. Received July 31st, 1703. 
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,c Friday, 18th August. The Governor lays 
before the Council this day for their opinion and 
advice, a Petition he bad drawn up to King Shah 
Am I ura, u Letter to t he Grand Vizier, a letter to 
Zulfikar Khan, and another to Zoodee Khan ; 
which were all read, and agreed to be put in the 
Persian language, and to be dispatched with all 
expedition, that .so they may arrive before the King 
come to Groleonda.” 

Petition to tin King Shah AuJum. 

“ Gob grant the great King Sluth Aulum may 
live for ever, is the hearty Prayers of the Go vernor 
of Chimmpatam, and of all the English Nation in 
your Majesty’s Dominion, who have been here lately 
blessed with your Majesty's most Gracious and 
Royal Husbulhookum; and for your Majesty's 
commands therein, they shall always be kept as 
sacred as they were in the time of your Majesty’s 
Royal Predecessors, who were pleased to bestow 
their Rbyal favours on us in granting us several 
Privileges to encourage us in our trade; for a eon- 
fimation of which we humbly Petition your Ma¬ 
jesty to grant us your royal Firraaun, with what 
additional favours youv Majesty in your Royal 
Wisdom shall think tit ; which we shall not only 
record in our books but in our hearts also ; and 
ns in duty bound 9hall ever pray for your Ma¬ 
jesty’s long and prosperous reign, and that, you 
may he always so victorious as to lay your feet 
on the neck of your enemies.” 

" To his Highness Khan Khan an, Bahawdce 
Zepbir Jung Grand Vizier. 

“ Tour Highnesses noble qualifications and 

18 
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virtues being known to alt the world, which in¬ 
crease by your daily giving instances of your jus¬ 
tice and mercy, and particularly your favours and 
protection which you so liberally bestow on all 
strangers in your King's dominions ; of which we 
here have a late instance iu receiving the blessing 
of his Majesty's royal Ilosbulhookum *, which we 
must attribute to your Highness’S "favourand great 
cave of us . for which we return our most hum¬ 
ble thanks ; and humbly request that as we now 
seud our Petition to the great King Shall A alum* 
humbly desiring his royal Firmnun for a confirmation 
of our privileges according to Salkbad throughout 
his dominions ; that your Highness would be pleas¬ 
ed to countenance and assist us in procuring t he 
same ; for which you shall not only find us grateful 
but dutiful; and shall always pray for your High¬ 
nesses health and prosperity, and for ever to be 
blessed with the favour of your great king /'■ 

“ To Zulfikar Khan, etc. 

;t The many obligations wc lie under to your 
Highness are never to be forgotten, being i netted 
in our memories is well ns recorded in our books ; 
which we should have often ncknow ledged, but 
prevented by the great distance and troubles of 
the country ; yet nevertheless we never failed to 
enquire after your Highness’s health, wliicli God 
continue. 

“ Your Highness is well acquainted with the 
privileges our nation enjoyed in the reign of 
the great Aurungzeba of blessed memory ; 
which we axe endeavouring to get confirmed 
by a royal I 7 1rmaun from the great King Shah 
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Aui ton; that we and our trade may go cm in 
nil ports accord ng to Sallabftd; to effect which 
we humbly petition that your Highness will con¬ 
tinue your constant favours to us in speaking in our 
behalves as an opportunity presents, for which we 
shall be always grateful, and pray for your High¬ 
ness ■& health and prosperity. 5 * 

ir To his Excellency Zoodco Khan Lord High 
Steward of the King's Household. 

;t It is your noble and generous mind that have 
drawn this trouble of our application to you ; and 
as I wrote you in my last Letter, which 1 delivered 
Aga Makeem, I now send our humble Petition to 
the King, and Address to the Grand Vizier; copies 
of which 1 here enclose to dour Excellency ; hum¬ 
bly requesting that you will favour us with the 
management thereof. 

“ Wo are not ignorant of what should accom¬ 
pany such Petitions and Addresses ; but the ha¬ 
zards and trouble* in the way prevent us from per¬ 
forming that part at present; in which I humbly 
desire your Excellency's advice and direction as to 
what would be acceptable to his Majesty, the Grand 
V izier, and such others where you think it is 
necessary ; and we shall endeavour to procure it 
if possible. 

f Your Excellency will see that we desire a 
Finmmn to confirm cur privileges according to 
Sallabad in all his dominions ; unless Ids Majesty 
shall, out of his Royal bounty, bestow some new 
favours on us. Your Excellency cannot but know 
that Miliapore (St. Thonuf) is a troublesome neigh¬ 
bourhood to us, creating always disputes and quar- 
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rels, of liitle advantage to the king nor wilt it ever 
be more ■ which could wo obtain, arid the town of 
Trivatorc on the other side of ns, it would make 
us easy, and increase the riches of the king's 


\ 


country. 

“ And whereas the goods we import are general 
ly carried to the capital cities of Gokonda and 
Hijapoor, etc., which trade we should much increase 
if there was no custom, paid upon them between 
this place and those cities ; and that the Matins 
about us, which of late years have been increased 
to the plague and nun of trade, v eto laid aside , 
which only find employs for some little people, 
who destroy trade by their vexation and extortion, 
and in the main very much lessen the King’s re¬ 
venue. 

“ And wc humbly desire that you would get it 
inserted in a Finmaun, that whenever we are so 
unfortunate as to lose any ship in any part of his 
Majesty's dominions,we shallhave the liberty to pre¬ 
serve what we can of the wreck, without any mo¬ 
lestation from the Government ; which is not only 
practised throughout the world, but the inhabitants 
are generally commanded to assist therein. For 
it is a great hardship that, after the great risk that 
our people have run of their lives, they shall not 
be at liberty to save what they can of their estates. 
We must own with great thankfulness that this 
justice have been granted us by fo uuei* pin 
wamuis from Khan Bahadur and the present Nabob ; 
but as it has been formerly disputed it may again, 
which nothing but the King’s gracious grant can 
prevent, 
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“ We extremely want the King's* blessing and 
favours to give new life to our trade ; for since 
your Excellency went hence this place ban lost 
nearly three lakhs of Pagodas by misfortunes and 
most by pirates ; so that it is become poor ; and 
nothing can contribute to the retrieving our losses 
but God’s blessing, the King’s favour, and Your 
Excellency’s continuance in assisting of us. 

Hero arc ships in a few days that will depart 
for Pegu, when we shall write the King what you 
advised in your former letter, that an Ajnbussador 
was coming to him. Khan Bahadur always showed 
himself a friend to our nation ; whose favours we 
cannot but retain with great thankfulness ; so have 
wrote him a letter which com. herewith unde 
copy of it fo your Excellency ; we leave it to your 
pleasure whether it shall bo ddi.md him. 

“ If please God we are so fortunate as to be 
blessed wit h the King’s favour, as to obtain his 
Eoyal Pirmaun, we humbly entreat Your Excellen¬ 
cy to appoint, some able perso i to see it so fully 
penned as that it may not admit of any dispute 
from ^Nabob’s and Governors, where the same is 
to be executed. Our dependance is entirely on 
Your Excellency’s friendship, for which we shall be 
always full of our acknowledgments, and heartily 
wish Y’our Excellency and all your family health 
and prosperity/’ 

The following extracts will explain themselves, 

“ Thursday, 19th August. There having come 
some people belonging to ftoodee Khan, our great 
friend at the King’s Court, to acquaint the 
Governor tlmt his Lady at St. Thoinc extremely 
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wanted money for her charges ; not being able to 
get billa upon her husband, nor could he remit 
any, by reason of the great troubles in the way ; 
so desired of the Governor to lend 500 Pagodas 
for his account; who answered them that it was the 
Company's positive orders to lend none of their 
money to any people whatever ; nor that their 
Governors nor any in their service should lend 
any money to any in the country Government, 
upon the penalty of being discarded their service ; 
but considering our dependence to procure a 
Finnaurt is upon the friendship of the aforesaid 
Lady’s husband, the Government acquaints the 
Council that he promised to procure a merchant 
to lend that money, if Aga Mnkeem, a merchant 
of this place, would give his bond for it, which lie 
had done for 500 Pagodas to be repaid in four 
months without interest ; which bond being now 
produced, it was agreed that the 500 Pagodas be 
on the CompanyT account and repaid the Govern¬ 
ment out of the cash ; 'being a thing absolutely 
necessary at ibis time, though not to be drawn 
into a precedent for the future,” 

'1 lie following entries are in the Consultations 
of the same day; and are worth preserving 
though they do not illustrate the current history. 

“ The Company having a sorrel Persian horse 
good for little, and there being some people about 
to buy him, it is agreed the Governor sells him 
for what he can get.” 

“ We having lately more thefts nnd robberies 
committed in this city than usuaJj and finding 
they daily increase, to prevent which it is agreed 


iron-*.} 


HI STOUT OP MADRAS. 


103 


that all persons as soon as convicted shall bo 
punished by being whipt at a cart through all the 
streets in Black Town, and afterwards lie in prison 
till an Oppcrt unity presents to send them to the 
West Coast, where they are to be the Company’s 
slaves for ninety-nine years , and this order to be 
published by setting it up on every Gate of tlv 
Black, town. 

“ The Governor being advised from Pegu that 
a Conicopoly, one Ansapal, that went hence on 
one of the ships hither, had tin impudence to 
counterfeit a letter to the king of that country, as 
if it came from the Governor here, and with it 
sent a present; for which he had an advantage¬ 
ous return in Elephants ns usual; so to prevent 
the pernicious consequences which attend such 
\ ile practices, the Governor seized him as soon as 
he returned, and put him in prison, and intended 
to have punished him severely ; but having been 
there a Tact or for several Merchants of this place, 
to whom he had not yet rendered any mcount, 
and it is thought he never would if he in disgraced 
by a punishment ; it is therefore agreed that he 
bo fined for his crime 200 Pagodas, to be paid into 
the Company’s cash, and give security he never 
more goes to Pegu/’ 

In September this year, the Government of Fort 
St. George was informed that the Nabob was 
about to proceed to join the King Shah Auium at 
Golconda, and accordingly a member of Council 
and the Secretary were sent to him with n present 
of about 200 Pagodas. In return the Nabob pre¬ 
sented the Company with a Per wanna for the five 


MiN/sr^ 



104 


HISTORY OF MADRAS. 


tiyoa-v 


<SL 


following towns, the names of which are spelt as 
follows. 

« Trivetore town itself. 

Vasalawada under Perumbor©. 

Kiiri^unscanda under Trivetore. 

Lun'gumbaoa (? Nuugmiibaukuni) under Egtt»o*e. 

Cutteewauca under Trivetore. 

'['he.se Towns were valued at fifteen hundred 
p, t{5 odA8. Subsequently the King s Officers at St 
Thome raised a clamour against this present v 
Kinjr’s towns, and declared that their leal value 
was 6 as much as three thousand Pagodas ; upon 
which the Nabob ordered the King s books to be 
searched, and the real value to be uud before him. 
Ifvovn. the following entry it will he seen that the 
dispute was hushed up in the Oriental fashion . 

«■ I? is aw reed that our Moolla and Brahmin return 
n-nun to St. Thom* with about two hundred Pago¬ 
das which is ordered to be distributed amongst the 
King’s Officers who keep the Records in order to 
settle this matter.” 

The next extract is also interesting* 

« Saturday, 16th October. We bavin- large ex - 
ne.rience that it is impossible for us to manage tut, 
income of villages, so as not to be imposed upon, 
and lose at least half 4 he produce ; to preven 
Xh it is agreed this day to let or to rent 
u ,e five villages, lately given the Company by 
he Nabob, for twelve years to Colloway and 
Viukelty Ghetto, at 1200 Pagodas per annum, 
to commence from this day; who are obliged 
to*repair nil tanks belonging thereto, wlucli have 
been let run to ruin, as customary, by those who 
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have been lately they renters of then*; and the 
Secretary is ordered to draw out a lease for them/' 

Towards the end of the year another ilusbui- 
hoolomi arrived from the King Shah Aulutn, with 
answers penned in the usual oriental style from 
the Koval Officers to the letters sent them by 
Governor Pitt. It would he wearisome in the 
extreme to reproduce these compositions here. In 
return Governor Pitt engaged to forward the neces¬ 
sary presents the King Shah Aulum and his 
principal Officers ; and seat numerous fulsome 
letter.- to the various Ministers of State, all of 
which are recorded at full length in the Consulta¬ 
tion. Tire following extracts from a letter to the 
Iloyal Steward will sufficiently illustrate the tone 
of the whole. 

c< To Zoodee Khan, Lord High Steward of the 
King Shah Auiuin’s household, January 5th* 1709. 

‘ By. your faithful Chobdav Cossac, by whom 
Your P icellency sent the Jlbyal Husbulhookuin 3 
and Vest, and Purwannas, I now said this hum¬ 
ble address, which doubtless you expected sooner, 
and had been sent but for the two following 
reasons, Your Excellency enjoining aecresv, I 
was obliged to commit the translating of them to 
some particular friends, which took up fourteen 
days, When fully apprised of the purport thereof, 
I could not but be surprised at your unparalleled 
expressions of friendship and invaluable honours 
you have done us ; which so confounded my 
thoughts for some days that I almost despaired of 
being able to acknowledge them by my pen or 
otherwise ; but then considering what a generous 
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friend I had met with, who had been so lavish, of 
his favours to one who had as little power as 
merit to oblige you ; I could no longer refrain from 
blessing my star’s, who were so propitious to me 
as to give me the honour of your first, acquain¬ 
tance; which I esteem the happiest fate that has 
attended rne through the whole course of my life ; 
■which I shall ever remember, and that posterity 
may do the same, I humbly request that when 
you come to Golconda you will honour me 
With sending me your picture; which I will send 
to England and have copier! by the most ex¬ 
quisite' limner in the world, and order it to 
be sent me hither ; beside I will erect your effigy 
finely out it* marble, with such an inscription 
on it that the world may know the author of 
our happiness in these ports. .... lour Ex ¬ 
cellency writes that there must be. presents for all 
the princes and some of the great, men. If yon 
mean such as are suitable to their birth and quali¬ 
ty, it 13 impossible to us to purchase them with 
our Company’s estate; who you know ate mer¬ 
chants who run groat risL. to get a little, and who 
often meet with loss instead of gain* We hope as 
the presents we intend are suitable to our circum¬ 
stances, that they w ill meet with a gracious ac¬ 
ceptance from the great king and princes ; which 
puts us in mind of what we read in history that 
unor many persons making very rich presents to 
a king, there happened ft poor man to come with j 
drop of water, wivich was acceptable as any of their 
presents, being according to his ability . " 

Shortly afterwards the following Virniaun ar- 
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rived lVora Kiig Shah Auluro, by which it will be 
seen distinctly that the conflict with Kara Buksh 
was the cause of such demonstrations of friendship. 

“ Let the chosen of his Caste and Nation, the 
Governor of Chinnapatam, know that he may be in 
hopes of the King’s favour. Seeing that Kara 
Buksh doth purpose tolly from the powerful arms 
•of our victorious army; for that reason the com¬ 
mand of the so vereign of the world, worthy of all 
submission and obedience is due,, is issued forth; 
that in ease lie, Kam Buksh, should come wander¬ 
ing, not knowing where to go, into those parts, 
and desire to embark himself on some ship iu order 
to get away ; that the chosen of his nation shall 
use Ms utmost endeavours to procure that he be 
either killed or made a prisoner; and to effect 
this let him know that the command from the 
-Royal Throne is strict in the strictest manlier. 
Written die 17th of the moon Bamazan f lie Bless¬ 
ed in the second year of the King’s Keign” 

In reply Governor Pi it’s promised obedience in 
general terms, but on the ;18 th January, 1709, 
intelligence was brought to Madras that Shah 
Aulum had obtained * complete victory over his 
brother, and that Kam Buksh had died of the 
wounds he bad received during the battle. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 


MOVERSOltSHIVS OF I* ITT, ADDISON, MONTAGU!. 
*’ AND FlUSHR, 


1709 * ;o. 


The period upon which we are now about to 
enter will be interesting * to all who arc fond of 
historical coincidence?). The rapid succession of 
Governors, in the years 1709, 171.0, and 1711, 
bear* a curious resemblance to the similar changes 
which took place in 1859, i860, and 186 after 
the exact interval of n century and a half. Within 
two years Fort St. George saw live successive 
Governors, viz. Mr. Pitt, Mr. Addison, Mr. Monta¬ 
gue, AH. Fraser, and Mr. Harrison ; aiul now 
within the last two years of our history we have 
seen Hie same event repeated in the rapid succes¬ 
sion of Lord Harris, Sir Charles Trevelyan, Mr. 
Movebead, Sir Henry Ward, and Sk William 
Denison. 

In the middle of the year 1709, Mr* Pitt’s go¬ 
vernment was fast drawing to a close ; but 
though it is apparent front the records that he 
had some suspicions of the probability of his being 
recalled* yet he evidently had no idea of the sud¬ 
den way in which the recall would be carried out. 
Before however noticing this event, we make the 
following curious extracts which seem to have 
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some reference to the great Pitt diamond to 
which allusion has already been made, 

“ Wednesday, 3rd August* 1709. The Go* 
vernor this day acquainted the Council, that lie 
having lately lizard of some villainous and scanda¬ 
lous reflections that bad been made, upon him by 
the late lieutenant Seaton, who he yesterday sent 
for from the Mount* and examined thereon ; who 
with his usual impudence averred to him the most 
notorious falsities"that ever could be thought or im¬ 
agined. Upon which ho (the Governor) said, lie 
had confined him, Seaton, to the Ensign's room; 
and he desired that he might be sent for up, and 
tc».nomed thereto. Which accordingly was done, 
and when he came into the Consultation Room 
before us, without fast hearing what the Governor 
bad to charge him with, am! tbe reasons of his con- 
linement,— he immediately addressed himself to the 
Council, saying, “ I am come here to accuse the 
Governor tor buying n great diamond to the Com¬ 
pany’s prejudice.” W hen the Governor answered 
and told him, “ we would discourse of that by 
and by •” mid demanded of him whether he had 
said, that he had received of Paupia to make him 
Chief Pubash, five hundred Pagodas; and that 
Raruapa offered seven hundred to be continued, 
which was refused. This he acknowledged 
to have said, but being commanded to prove 
the same, he answered he had it from a 
black fellow, but could not remember who 
lie was. After which the two Dub as he? before 
mentioned declared they never gave the Governor 
a Pagoda, or that ever he asked or hinted to them 
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of any such tiling , and to this they took the most 
solemnest oath in the Pagoda. r J. hen the Gover¬ 
nor demanded what he knew of his buying a 
diamond, lie answered in general terms, that he 
knew every particular of it; when he was com¬ 
manded to acquaint the Council with it, which he 
said he would then do, knowing that there would 
be a change of Government this month, and there¬ 
fore for what this Governor said to him did not 
signify a mrthing, with many such insolent and 
villainous expressions. He further said (.hat to his 
knowledge the Governor was betrayed by all the 
Black servants about him ; insomuch that he knew 
very thing that was done and said, nay as much 
as in his Counting house ; and to give an instance 
thereof, said, that the great diamond he had 
bought was entered in his books folio 64. He 
further told us that one Ungers, who went hence 
in October last for Bombay, had carried papers 
along with him, signed by Black people, that 
would do the Governor’s business; which Sir 
Nicholas Wait had got translated and carried home 
with him. 

<( The Governor also acquainted the Council that 
he had very good reason to suspect that this Seaton 
was turned Informer to the Government, and held 
a correspondence with them, and promised in a 
few days to prove? the same; in expectation of 
which, ‘and what the Governor charged him with, 
and he confessed before us,—we now unanimously 
confirm his confinement till other means can be 
considered of ; and for what discourse? passed be¬ 
tween the Governor and him yesterday in the Con- 
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sultation Room after his coming from the Mount, 
b as entered as follows, the truth of which we 
shall always he ready to justify by oath or other- 
wise/: 

Copy of wlat passed between the Governor and 
Lieutenant Seaton in the Consultation Room, on 
the day before, 

“ This evening; being the 2nd of August about 
live o'clock, I discoursed Captain Seaton in the 
Consultation Room, when charged him with his 
having* said that l had 500 Pagodas given me to 
make Paupia Chief Dubash ; which he owned, and 
he : old me that I was betrayed in whatever I did 
or spoke by all mv servants about me ; and that 
I had not a friend upon the place, whatever I 
thought. 

“ Then I asked how he durst presume to talk 
up and down of what I bought or sold, and how 
it was possible for him to know anything of it • to 
which he answered that he had so good intelli¬ 
gence that there was not the least thing said 
or done by me, but that he knew; and to 
convince me desired leave to ask me some ques¬ 
tions, which I permitted him to do and were as 
follows, “ Whether Mr. Roberts did not write to 
me requesting that he might be concerned in a great 
diamond I had bought ? ,s Answered : “ False/' 
Whether a person did not come and wish me 
joy of its being sold for 500,000 dollars ?” False. 
“ Whether two persons did not come from the 
Dekkan to demand a grea*. diamond, and that I 
gave one of them at coming eleven rupees, and the 
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other at going away, a hundred and. fifty.” All 
false, only that one man came. Upon which I told 
him that I found him (Seaton) a villain ; and as 
I found him endeavouring to betray me, doubt¬ 
less ho would do the same to the Government ; so 
ordered the Captain of the Guard to confine him 
to the Ensign’s room, none to come to him but 
the Council. 

s< Thursday, J. I th August. It is unanimously 
agreed tha- Lieutenant Seaton he confin' d till the 
first ship goes for England, and on her to ho sent 
home a prisoner to the Company.” 

fn the fallowing month Governor Pitt was 
suddenly recalled, as will be seen by the following 
cm try. 

“ Sunday, 1 8th September. Yesterday evening 
appeared a ship to the northward of this Port, 
and about nine at night came ashore Captain 
'Poison, who acquainted the Governor that he 
was commander of the Ship “ Heatlicote” come 
directly from England ; and that lie had brought 
the Company’s packet which he produced direct¬ 
ed as follows:— 

“To the Hon’ble Gtjlstone Addison, Presi¬ 
dent, Messrs. Eraser, Montague, Martin, 
E a worth, Frederick, Hunt, Bulkley, and 
.Tennings, Fort St. George.” 

And withal told him there was great alterations 
here, and that be was dismissed the service; there¬ 
fore pressed that the Council might be immedfohdy 
culled. The Governor told him that it was impos¬ 
sible to be done, not only from the lateness of the 
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in - lit, but that several of them were at the Mount; 
so desired the Captain to strictly observe in what 
condition ho delivered the packet, and be here to¬ 
morrow morning at eight o’clock, against when 
the Council should he summoned, that so lie might 
see it in the like condition he delivered it. This 
morning accordingly all the late Council met, 
when the Governor refused to surrender the Govern¬ 
ment by virtue of the superscription on the packet, 
but demanded a supercedent to his Commission, by 
virtue of which lie had been Governor of this 
place upwards of eleven years. So after some 
hesitation the packet was opened, wherein there 
was a Commission which superceded his. He also 
demanded the reading of the General Letter, 
which was refused him ; but in the packet there 
being a Letter from the Managers to him, wherein 
it was fully expressed his dismission from their 
service, the constituting Gulstonc Addison, Esquire 
in his room, so he immediately read the cash and 
tendered the balance thereof; but the new Gover¬ 
nor desired the payment for that time be deft rred, 
for that lie was very much indisposed. So the 
Governor just as lie left the Chair, challenged 
the who Board, or any upon the place, to charge 
hint with ari unjust action during the whole time 
of his Government, or that he had ever refused a 
kindness to any one that a Led it, and that it lav 
in his power ; or that ever he acted arbitrary in 
any one matter, notwithstanding some villains of 
this place hav had the impudence to represent 
him otherwise ; so lose out of the chair ami 
placed the new Governor in it.” 

1 5 
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The recall of Mr. Pitt, at the moment he had 
succeeded in establishing friendlv relations between 
the Company and the cowl at JMln, proved am- 
ihing but advantageous to the English ; and the 
Directors on more tlm\i one occasion hncl cause t. 
regret their precipitancy, and quoted the govern 
merit of Mr. Htt as an crumple to his less politic, 
and less energetic successors. The tollowmg ex¬ 
tract from a general letter of this period will alone 
Warrant this inference. _ 

“We read with pleasure that when 
Haworth and Davenport visited the. Nabob atbl. 
Thomd with a present of two hundred pagm as, 
he gave von for us the grants of five towns adjoia- 
in» to ours, worth about fifteen hundred pagodas 
a year, which you are now in possession of; and 
that you preserve a good understanding with the 
Government, notwithstanding some little jangling 
This we take to be the effect of your good conduct 
and President Pitt’s interest with the great men 
and shall be glad you, onr present 1 resides und 
Conned, will' follow in the same, steps which is 
now so much the easier because the path is ready 

The administration of Mr* Gulston Addison, 
who was brother to the greatest of hnghsh^essay¬ 
ists did not extend over a month. Outlie Sun 
SSL that he succeeded to the government, 
he*was too much indisposed to receive the balance 
of the cash from Mr. Pitt; and his signature is 
wanting to the proceedings. On the Monday e 
made bis appearance and stated that he ua 
“ laboured under most severe pains, which almost 
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rendered his limbs in a maimer useless to him 
and the trembling signature which appears in the 
consultation book seems to indicate that lie was 
still suffering from the attack. He only attended 
live consultations afterwards ; and at the last one 
to which his signature is apj uded, he signed the 
instructions to the Captain of the <c Meathcote” to 
receive Mr. Pitt o.u board, rrticl to treat him with 
all the respect due to an ex-Governor during the 
voyage to England. Mr. Addison died at noon 
on Monday, the 17th of October, 1709. The 
event is interesting from its connection with the 
fortunes of his more celebrated brother. Whilst 
Gulston had been toiling away in the Company’s 
service at Fort St. George, the fame and fortune 
of Joseph had been rapidly rising in England. 
Literature in .ose days was on a different footing 
to what it is now. The Battle of Blenheim in 
1701, had been celebrated with a chorus of such 
wretched poems, that the government had actually 
routed out Joseph Addison from his little garret 
in die Hay market, to write “The Campaign.” The 
poem met with vast applause, and the subsequent 
promotion of its author was rapid. In 1708 he 
was chief secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland on two thousand, a year, and keeper 
of the Irish records on four hundred a year. 
About the very time that Gulston died, Joseph 
furnished hi>: first contribution to the Tatlei. But 
shortly afterwards the Whigs went out and Joseph 
lost his chief secretaryship. This was unfortunate 
ns he had deemed it expedient to fall in love with 
the dowager Countess of Warwick ; a lady of ma¬ 
ture charms, who considered Mr. Addison as the 
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chief secretary mid Mv. Addison, ns the mere lite¬ 
rary man, to be two totally distinct individuals. 
Accordingly though she had smiled on the secretary 
she nov frowned upon the author. It was at this 
juncture that Joseph inherited his brother's for¬ 
tune, arid the inheritance seems to have won back 
the heart of Chloe. In due time the pair wore 
married; but poor Gulston’s wealth had better 
have been left at Fort St. George. Henceforth, 
as the story goes, Mr. Joseph Addison was far 
happier over a bottle of claret at a tavern, than in 
the company of his magnificent countess dowager 
at Holland Hpu&e: 

But to return to Madras. The succession to 
the Governorship belonged to Mr. William Fraser, 
the enemy of Pitt onrt Higgin^on ; but as Fraser 
was at that time Demity Governor of Fort St. 
David, Mi*. Edward M-. tagnu took the post of 
provisional governor until his return, 'the ad¬ 
ministration of Mr. Montague only lasted a fort¬ 
night, and was distinguished by only one incident 
worthy of notice. The government Had at last re¬ 
solved to send Captain Seaton to ling land onboard 
the ‘ Hoatheote.” The Captain however refused 
to leave his house, and the Governor was obliged 
to send Ensign Dixon with a file of soldiers to 
carry him on board. What transpired is best de¬ 
scribed in Ensign Dixon’s own narrative of the. 
proceedings, addressed to the Governor and Coun¬ 
cil on the 25th of October, 1700, which was 
follows- 

‘CHonouiuble Sms, 

According to orders, I carried vour prisoner 
Captain Seaton alongside of the Ship u Heath- 
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cote,” and laying there some time I founci no 
person appear to hand us a rope or any to usifet 
ua. Then £ went on board and delivered your 
Honor’s and Council’s order to Captain Tolson, 
desiring bin) to receive the prisoner. 1 informed 
him that the said prisoner was carried from the 
Sea Gate, a ad that he refused to come onboard, 
unless he were, hoisted in. Captain Tolson replied 
that ail his passengers emne on board willingly, and 
would not hoist hiin in, nor suffer anybody eke 
to do it, nor would he oveiiudo the least tackle in 
bis ship ; and that he would not suffer any 
gentleman lying alongside of his ship to be forced 
on board or ill used. Captain Tolson asked the 
prisoner, if he would come on board, which 'he 
said prisoner refused. Then the prisoner demand¬ 
ed of Captain Tolson, whether he had any further 
commands for him. Captain Tolson answered uO. 

[ waited for a note, but at la;.: be told me I might 
go, for be would give none.’ Subsequently Cap¬ 
tain Staton appears to have left the Presidency of 
his own accord. 

0 the 2nd of November the new Governor, 
Mr. Praser, reached Madras from Port St. David ; 
the members of Council and other English Gentle¬ 
men, together with the chief inhabitants of the 
place, going out as far as St. Thomas’ little Mount 
to receive him. The next day a council was held, 
as will be seen by the following extract. 

“ Thursday, 3rd November, 1709. The Coun¬ 
cil being duly summoned met in Consultation, and 
having "taken their places, the President, rising up 
from the chair, exhorted tho Gentlemen of the 
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Council to forget and forgive whatever hitherto 
had'given cause and occasion to the difference that 
had formerly happened amongst them ; and that 
ail such piques might for ever he buried in oblivion, 
and that they might henceforward agree amongst „ 
themselves, in the Unity of Love and firm Friend¬ 
ship, with ail reciprocal respect to each other ; 
in testimony of which they were desired to shake 
hands all of them ; which was accordingly done 
with all promises of sincerity to the performance 
of the promises.” 

The Governorship of Mr. Fraser lasted little 
more than eighteen months, being brought to a 
conclusion on the lltli of July, 1711, when Mr. 
Harrison came out as President of Fort St. 
George. The records connected with the ad¬ 
ministration of both. Mr. Fraser and his successor 
are much occupied with two or three discussions 
which it. is impossible to treat in detail. In the 
first place there was an interminable correspon¬ 
dence with Zoodee Khan, concerning the present 
intended for the Court at Delhi, and which was 
detained for years on its way. It seems that Go¬ 
vernor Pitt had intended to forward i to the King 
whilst the latter was staving at. Golconda after the 
victory over Prince Klmm Buksli ; but pert only 
was sent by sea to Masulipataiu, and there got. no 
farther; the King having by that time been called, 
back, to Delhi and the North-west in consequence 
of the rising of the. Sikli3. 

Many consultations were held, not only with 
the members of Council, but with also the chief 
merchants and inhabitants of the place, as to how 
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the present was to be conveyed. To send it over¬ 
land to Delhi was declared to be a Herculean 
labour, the imperial city “ being little less than 
2000 miles off,” which would occasion “ cn im* 
mease charge to the Company.” Subsequently it 
was determined to send the portion that was at 
Masrulipntam to the Subah at Goloondn, there 
to remain Until the King’s pleasure could be 
known; whilst the remaining portion Whs to be 
seat on to Bengal, thence to be forwarded to 
Delhi. Very many months however after this de¬ 
cision was recorded, we still find Zoodee Khan 
applying for the present, and the Governor of 
Fort St. George sending every kind of excuse and 
apology for the delay -. 

Another subject of endless correspondence be¬ 
tween the Governor and the Nabob of the sur¬ 
rounding country, was the five new villages which 
had been granted to the Company by the Nabob 
Pawood Khan.. Not with standing the present to 
Pawood Khan, and the judicious bribe administered 
to the keepers of the records, the Mogul govern¬ 
ment 'determined' to recall the villages, on the 
ground that they belonged to a jnghire which had 
been granted to Zulfikar Khan, now styled Khau 
Bahadur, Them were also troubles both at Vizaga- 
patam, mid Fort St. David ; but these subjects will 
be sufficiently explained as we proceed. We shall 
now produce our extracts in chronological order. 

The first refers to a severe storm which broke 
out about a fortnight after Mr. Fraser’s accession^ 
and is thus described in the consultation book 

*'* Saturday, 19th November 1709. Saturday 
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in the evening, it rained very much, and about 8 
at niglir began to thunder and lighten, which was 
very violent (for about an hour), by which the 
Flog Staff' was rent aud shattered from the top to 
the ground. Some pieces flow near 600 feet, and 
thousands of small pieces strewed the curtains and 
other places* A large iron hoop was burst from 
the mast, uid. flew near 200 feet, and two holes 
struck through the truck as though it had been 
with a shot. 

“ The Company’s house at the Garden was 
likewise damaged at the Southernmost end, one 
leaf of a window being shattered to pieces and 
one side of the Frame much rent ; the door pierced 
through in several places, and the upper part of 
the Frame much scorched, whereby it was render¬ 
ed unserviceable. The wall was pie; reed through 
in two places; one hole just above the Terrace, 
being about 5 inches diameter ; and the other, 
which went beneath the beams that bear up the 
Terrace, was about 7 holies diameter, and the 
beam next the wall was likewise pierced through 
in two places, and all this with little or no wind.” 

Wc may here add that tlie. season of 1709-10 
proved in other respects a remarkable one. ^ The 
monsoon ruins returned iii January with considers 
ble violence, a circumstance which we believe is of 
very rare occurrence ou the Coast pt Coromandel. 

The next extract will be interesting to our 
Armenian readers, for notwithstanding the com- 
plaints recorded against one of their community 
the following story plainly indicates that the Armeni- 
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j.ns had gained considerable wealth nd were aiming 
at independent power. 

“ Thursday* 13th January, 1710. Lewis Meli* 
que, au inhabitant of this place, presents a petition 
Setting forth the abuses and insolenclea of Oojaii 
Saflur, an Armenian, also an inhabitant here, who 
hath for some years past lived at St. Thomas 1 
Great Mount, where lie hath impudently assumed 
a power to himself, as if he was Havildftr there ; 
insomuch that in a controversy between the said 
Lewis Melique and Antonio Soares about a piece 
of ground, the said Safiui coucerned himself so 
far, though not belonging to him, that he threaten¬ 
ed- to beat the said Levins Melique, and send him 
a prisoner to the Oat wall of St. Thome; which 
he had certainly done, had not the said Lewis 
Melique made his escape. 

<( On which the Governor sent for the said 
Saffur yesterday, who appeared be/ore us this day, 
and the matter being put close to him did stifllv 
deny every thing, notwithstanding the evidence 
that was brought against him ; and it being well 
known that the said Sailor has been an insolent 
troublesome fellow to all the English in general, 
who have resorted to the Mount for their health * 
of which there has been several iustauces, too many 
to be enumerated here. 

“ And that there is cause to believe, that the 9 aid 
Cojah Saffur* with others of his nation, intend to 
associate and form themselves into a Factory at 
the Mount, and make St. Thome their port, as ap¬ 
pears by their having in the late Governor Pitt’s 
time bought and Lui.lt several houses there, which 
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they ought not to have done without leave d tlie 
(roVernov and Council; and that they intended to 
build a Gate at the end of the lane to stop up all 
avenues, and prevent all others having any entrance 
there but themselves ; to prevent which growing 
evil, it is thought expedient to pull up thmv inso¬ 
lent weed of ill humour by the root. 

“ Agreed and ordered that the said Cojeli Saffttr 
be confined to the Fort, until he give security of 
Pagodas GOOD, for his forthcoming and good be¬ 
haviour for the future ; for which none of his own 
nation would engage for him. and therefore w m 
commit ted;” 

The following entry illustrates the war between 
Great Britain and France which had extended to 
the Bay of Bengal. The false intelligence by 
which Governor Fraser proposed to deceive the 
French will be found creditable to that gentle- 
man’s invention. It will be seen that Mr. Mon¬ 
tague, the late provisional governor of Fort St. 
George, was now Deputy Governor of Fort St 
David ; ami that he and his Council were anxious 
to dispatch theship“ Somers” to Europe, but. were 
afraid to do so whilst the French ships were at 
Pondicherry, Accordingly the design of Governor 
Frnser was to. induce the French ships to leave 
Pondicherry, so as to leave the coast clear for the 
“ Somers.” 

“Tuesday, Slat January. This morning re¬ 
ceived a general letter from the Deputy Governor 
and Council at Fort St. David, elated 38th in- 
stmt , and the President found mu ter enough 
contained therein to summon the Council to meet 
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immediately. They, at Fort St. David, advise the 
Ship “ Somers” to have been full laden that day*. 
They likewise advise of their great fears and ap¬ 
prehensions they have of the St. Malo’s ships at 
Pondicherry, of their having some ill design in 
agitation against the “ Somers.” For wh eh 
reason they think it not adviseable to despatch 
her though full laden, and therefore do earnestly 
desire our orders and directions in that matter 
The President propounding to the Council what 
they thought might bo the best ways and 
means to be used to prevent the c< Somers” 
being in danger of the French. Upon the whole we 
come to this following resolution, that a letter should 
l)e devised as from Bengal, advising the great 
troubles the English were in there, by reason of 
the country Government stopping their goods 
from coming down the river ; which occasioned a 
warm skirmish, in which a great many Moors wore 
killed and some English; and that the Council 
(here thought the Company's affairs in great dan 
ger, and forthwith desired our utmost assistance. 
As also to write the Deputy Governor and Coun¬ 
cil (and send them copy of said devised letter) for 
to send for Captain Peacock and endeavour to 
agree with him on further time according to a New 
Charter party, that he might be unladen and sent 
to Bengal; with the intent that the same might 
be industriously diffused and spread abroad, in 
hopes it might occasion the French Ships depar¬ 
ture the sooner thence, who had lain full laden 
for some days. It was also agreed, we should 
*vritc our joint letter to Deputy Governor Mon- 
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ta,: ue, Mr. Haworth, and Captain Peacock to unra¬ 
vel and explain to them the mystery of our general 
letter to the Deputy Governor mid Council., and 
that it was only feigned with a design in hopes, it 
might hasten the despatch of the "French.” 

Bv subsequent entries we learn that this device 
proved unnecessary, but it nevertheless received 
the warm approval at the Court of Directors. 

The following petition will explain itself. 

u To the Honorable William Fraser, Esq. etc. 

“ The petition of the Ministers and Churchwar¬ 
dens of the Parish of St, Mary’s in Fort St, 
George. 

“ Humbly representetti. 

That whereas the monuments of the dead, and 
the ground where they are interred are held by 
most people in some measure sacred, and not light¬ 
ly applk to any common or profane use, yet it is 
our misfortune that the English burying place in 
Tort St. George (where so many of our relations, 
friend > and acquaintant-s lie buried) is not kept in 
that decent and duo manner U ought to be, but 
every day profaned and applied to the most vile 
and undecent uses ; for since the year 1702, when 
an old building that stood in the burying place 
(and in which the Buffaloes used to be shut up) 
war. taken down to build lodgings for the soldiers 
at the Gate adjoining, the Tombs have been 
marie use of for stables for the Buffaloes ; which is 
not only a thing very undecent, but also a very 
great damage to those buildings, by having so 
many stakes drove into the pavement and with 
the walls to fasten the Buffaloes to. 
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“ Another occasion of our comp]aim on thi? 
subject is the Cocoa-nut trees standing in the bury¬ 
ing place ; the pro tit arising from then , we know 
is inconsiderable* but the nuisance accruing to the 
place thereby, we are sure is very great. For the 
Toddy men have people employed there all the day 
and almost all the night in drawing and selling of 
Toddy, so that we are obliged on their account to 
keep the Cates always open, both by day and by 
night. And there about eight o’clock at night 
after work is done, is such a resort of basket 
makers, Scavengers, people that look after the 
Buffaloes, and other barriers, to drink Toddy, that 
all the Punch houses in Madras have not half the 
noise in them ; and by reason of th^ 'gates lying 
•pm'.: beggars and other vagabonds (who know 
not. where to go) make use of the tombs to lie in, 
and what unclear- uses the neighbours thereabout 
do make of that place we forbear to tell. We 
hope, what is here urged, together with tire reflec¬ 
tion it must cast on our Church and nation to 
have so little regard to the repositories of our dead, 
w hen all other nations who live among us have so 
just a regard to theirs, will prevail with your 
Honor &c< to take this matter into your considera¬ 
tion, and to find out some method to redress these 
abuse- And your petitioners as in duty bound 
shall Sec. 

George Lewis.) 

llouKUT Jones.? 

Edward Bakkham. 

FbaXcis Cooke, 

Font St. George, j 
February 19 Ih 1710.J 


Ministers. 


Church Warden*? 
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We are. glad to inform our readers that the 
matter was taken up by Governor Fraser, and the 
profanation removed. The Eev. George Lewis, 
who has signed his name to the above petition, 
appears to have been an active Chaplain, and we 
shall have occasion to mention him in a future 
issue in connection with some Missionary proceed¬ 
ings. 

The following letter from Zoodee Khan to the 
Governor of Fort Saint George, is not only in¬ 
teresting as illustrative of the new relations which 
at this time began to spring up between the 
Mogul's government and the English, but it seems 
to indicate the commencement of a new com¬ 
mercial policy on the part of Shah Aulum. 

“ From Zoodee Kliau, Ameny and Phoujdar oi 
Hooghly and other seaports under the Sabah of 
Bengal, as also of Orissa, Masulipatam, Peddi- 
polio, Ohinnapatam, St. Thome, Pulicat, Chicaeole, 
&c., under the Subah of Golcondah, received May 
16 th 1710. 

<£ I lately wrote your Honor by your peons that 
the King bad granted me the above mentioned 
Ameny and Phoujdurship, and therefore I have ap 
pointed Mirza Mahomud Zaman, son-in-law of 
Aloudabeeg, and Mahomed Salaubeeg, Deputies 
under me for Mnsuitpatam and Peddepolle and my 
friend Aga Mookecm, Deputy at Ghinnapatanl, 
Si. Thomd, Pulicat and Ohieacoie, and have sent 
them their commissions with a copy of mine at¬ 
tested by the Codjee at Court. 

<c As there is a great friendship between us, and 
you have often informed me that it was your opi¬ 
nion that if all the seaports under the King’s 
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dominions were under the Admiral (an a Company) 
he might settle the sea Affairs, destroy the pirates, 
enrich the seaports and encourage the sea Mer¬ 
chants to come and depart, which will increase 
their profit; nrulyou desired me to use my m- 
most endeavours. * to obtain this; which t have 
done ; and on account of our friendship have under¬ 
taken this great business myself, and if it hap¬ 
pens otherwise, the discredit will bo the sum. - to 
us both. For i have no other hopes than the 
safety of all subjects, the security of ships and 
.merchants going- or coming by sea, extirpation of 
pirates and the enrichment of the King’s sea¬ 
ports. So your honor must use your endeavour i 
in t lia matter likewise, and advise all your Gera- 
ushiM and merchants every where to trade freely, 
without suspicion ot any danger, and augment 
their trade. 

“ 1 want your advice if you think it proper to 
send some of the King’s ships to bring Elephants 
from the other coast.” 

‘The King has ordered me fo build a Fort at 
Ballasore and enrich your Factory.” 

“ After I arrive at Hooglily I will observe how 
affairs are managed and advice your honor.” 

" And now I must desire you to think of means, 
how things may best be earned on for the King’s 
advantage and your Company’s ; that so all per¬ 
sons may live happy and serve their Maker. For 1 
have neglected other business, and undertaken this 
ou your account, in hopes to get a great name by 
it; and within 5, 6, or IS months’ time, if it h' 
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your request that I should take in the other sea 
ports, as also Surat, I can procure it; and we 
must endeavour to promote both our fames. For 
if we agree we can conquer the whole world, and 
clear the seas of all dangers for the merchants. 

<c As to the present, I have wrote you lately to 
send it to Bengal, according to the king’s order, 
which be sure you do. For it is very necessary 
that you send a present, and when 1 come to 
Hooghly, I will advise you of all other matters ; 
and you should send a Vakeel to be wich me j 
which il you approve of, yon may send such a one 
as Cojab Ha mud, or Surapa, or write your people 
at Calcutta to send one. For 1 shall want him 
on several occasions. I heartily wish you all 
health and prosperity. 5 ’ 

AVc are sorry to add that this arrangement 
proved to be only a temporary one, and that after 
a few months the seaports on the coast of Coro¬ 
mandel were again placed under the ordinary 
jurisdiction, of the Subah of Goleonda. 

We now return to the Subject of the five new 
villages which had been obtained by Governor 
Bitt. It must here be remarked that the pur wan¬ 
na for the out towns had boon received from the 
Nabob Dawood Khan, and subsequently confirm¬ 
ed. The Nabob had also given to the Company 
a piece of ground of about forty acres at the 
Mount, in order that a house with a garden at¬ 
tached, might be built there as a sanatorium for 
the Company’s servants. In April 1710 the 
Nabob recalled the villages, and ordered them 
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to be delivered to Zulfikar Khan's* officers, on 
the ground that they belonged to his Jaghire. 
About the same time Dawood Khan was 
himself recalled to Delhi, in consequence pro¬ 
bably* of the me of the Sikhs. The Govern¬ 
ment of Tort St. George suspected that the Nabob 
had been persuaded to this action by Yeavellappa, 
the Manager of Poonamallee, otherwise the Renter 
of the country surrounding the English dominions ; 
and for a long time they deferred giving them up. 
In May the same year, a letter arrived from Dew an 
Sadatulla Khan at Arcot, who is described as the 
new Nabob, demanding not only the live villages 
recently granted, but also the three old towns of 
Eg more, Tandove and Puvsewaukum, which had 
been granted some years previously by the Nabob 
Zulliknr Khan. The following letter from President 
Fraser. to the Dewan BadattuUa Khan, puts the 
whole matter in a clear light. 

“ ToDewas Sadatulla Kha>t, Health 

Fori $f. George, Meg ‘ITjth, 1710, 

“ About some three days ago a servant of yours by 
name Muzzadeen brought me a le tter, said to be 
from you, which I gave my Brahmin to be trans¬ 
lated, at which I desired your servant to go and 
rest himself after his journey , until I had given an¬ 
swer to said letter ; when he insolently and very 
pertly , as void of all mariners and respect, insisted 
>n the delivering up the villages. Else he would 
carry back your letter ; which he did. I told him 


* We continue the old name to prevent confusion ; but 
Henceforth Zulfikar Khan is styled Khan Bahadur in the 
records. 
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i'ny business was not with Mill but with hC nuis- 
ter yourself. 

* But, supposing the purport of said letter was 
io demand back the nm villages, became they be¬ 
long to Zulfikar Khan's Jaghire, which may bo 
true. But you cannot but nt the sam time 
know that my noble great friend, the late DawQptf 
Khan, gave an equivalent out of his own Jaghire to 
the great Zulfikar Khan which makes that matter 
even , and thus far I am in the right ; and you 
likewise know that I gave a may more than those 
villages brought in, so that the English here 
lived in all friendly tranquility with the late 
Nabob, until Teavellapa* that plague of the poor 
and Cockatrice of all venom, when at Cudapa, 
never let the Nabob be quiet till he had gained 
his point to revoke the several former as well 
as late Perwannas, which confirmed those villages 
to our Company. So that one Per*wanna is not 
sufficient to take awav the force and power ol. 
;dl our former grants under the Nabob's signature 
and great chop ; by which you would make 
the promise, faith, and truth of a great man 
of no more value than that of an ordinary man » 
which is a great derogation to the honor of o great 

personage. , 

*« leavellappa deals treacherously with Madras, 
a place he is so much beholden to, where he stores 
up so much paddy and grain to aw ait a scarce and 
dear season to increase the misery ot the .poor „ 
and borrow s large sums of money at the same 
time to enable him to pay his rent at the time 
due, else he must have been necessitated to soil 
at the market price which would be cheap. 
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As for the four old villages, they wore granted 
and confirmed to us about twenty years ago by 
the then Brume Khau Buksh, the great Assad 
Khan, and the than Zulfikar Khan, now Khan 
Bahadur, under their several and respective larger 
seals. 

“ My friendly council nntl advice to you is that 
you v*ould consider and value t.lic k English as 
being the king’s friend and in his favour, as may 
appear by his Royal Ilosbulihookup from the 
throne to my 'late predecessor; and that you 
Mould keep the king’s peace, by not committing 
any manner of hostility. I hope you will do 
nothing misbecoming, so wise a man as yourself, 
in so great a post and place of trust ; and then 
you and T may come to .have a better understand- 
■ng at least till I hear from the Great Zulfikar 
Khan to whom I am now going to write, and 
have his answer ; till when I sliall be awake 1 
need say no more.” 

Ab6ut the same time Governor Fraser wrote 
anothev letter to Zulfikar Khan reminding him 
that the old villages had been granted to the 
English in consequence of the sendees reudei - 
ed to the army of Aurungzebe by President Vale 
during the siege of Ginjee, and that the grant in 
question had been signed by his Zulfikar Khan’s 
father, namely Assad Khan, the grand vizier. The 
remonstrance however was of no avail. Zulfikar 
Khan merely sen a short purwanv.a ordering 
that the villages granted by the Nabob Dawood 
Khan out of his jaglure should be delivered up 
to the Manager of the Poonanmllee district. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

GOVERNORSHIP Of' ME. WILLIAM FitASE'K* 

i7io4ii. 

The administration of Mr. Willfeitf Fraser was 
short and unhappy. It only lasted from Novem¬ 
ber 1709 to July 17.11, and was distinguished by 
circumstances which excited much nuiinad version 
from tUe Directors or Managers at home. It was 
through Mr, Fraser's intrigues mid inveterate op¬ 
position, that Mr Nathaniel Higginson had re¬ 
signed and Mr. Thomas Pitt had been recalled * 
and now that ho had obtained what appeared to 
be the object ol his ambition, disorders arose at the 
Presidency and out-stations; and whilst quarrels 
oroke out between the subordinate eh ids and the 
country authorities, the accounts were neglected, 
the consultation books were badly kept, and the 
advantages obtained by Mr. Pitt as regarded the 
out-villages were wholly lost, ami the latter were re¬ 
tained for a while by the Renter of Poonamallee. 

In the first place we must notice the troubles 
at Yizagnpatam, which had their origin in circum¬ 
stances that took place twelve years previously, but 
which reached a climax during the Governorship 
of Mr. Fraser. It seems that about the year lb98, 
two neighbouring Rajahs, Anantevauz and Pycrow, 
lmd borrowed large sums of money from Mr, Hol¬ 
combe, the Deputy Governor of Vizugapatam-. 
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Mi*. Holcombe had been induced to enter into 
these transactions by a Brahmin named Juggapa, 
who had been largely bribed by the Rajahs to exert 
hi influence in this direction. Unfortunately Mr. 
Holcombe had not lent his own money, but had 
borrowed for the purpose 44,000 pagodas of 
Fuckerla Khar., Nabob of Calinga. Seven years 
elapsed, but Mi. Holcombe had only repaid 37,500 
pagodas, leaving a balance of 0,500 pagodas of the 
principal; and thus the debt due to the Nabob, 
inclusive of arrears of interest, amounted to some 
sixty or seventy thousand rupees. The following 
letter, written to Mr. Holcombe by Fuckerla Khan 
as far back as 1705, exhibits the then state of 
affairs. 

“ From Fuekerla Khan to Mr. Holcombe chief 
at Vizagapatam dated the 10th May 1705. 

“ Ton wrote me that you i\av i received Pagodas 


44000 principal of me. 

“ An account of what paid. 

To \ merchant upon my bill and order tor 
a Jewel Thought of him Rs. 16,000 in Pagodas.,, 4600 

Sent me to Vellore... .. . . 23000 

To a bill payable to Goviiulaua and Veresedaua 4100 
To Sundry bills amounting to . .. 800 

The total amount of what paid is...37,500 
The balance is Pagodas.... 6500 

Together is.. 44000 


£: It is true you have receipts under my seal for 
all the above mentioned accounts," excepting the 
balance 6,500 Pagodas out of the principal money 
lent, which amounts to Rs, 23,000. 

■ 7 ; : 
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Other people in the world allow 3 or * 1 $ per 
cent., but you gave me a bond allowing me but 
one per cent (? per mensem); notwithstanding that 
being pretty tolerable interest, .1. agreed to it, and 
now it is above six or seven years past; for which 
time there is due to me 00 or 70 thousand rupees 
with principal and interest. Likewise 10 or 15 
thousand rupees more or less, which together 
amounts to a hundred thousand rupees. 

“ I have showed a great esteem for you, and 
hacl that confidence in you as to intrust my estate 
into your bauds. Therefor./. I am satistied that do 
person of any other religion would have de alt so 
uncivilly and unrespectfully by me as you have 
acted. Likewise now you unreasonably defer the 
payment in tolling roc you will discharge the debt 
as soon as you receive money, and al my arrival iu 
your place ; but in the meantime you have traded 
with the money, and make at least 25 or 50 per 
cent, profit. Besides is it proper or handsome you 
should occasion me so much trouble in perpetually 
writing to you, and sending my people up and 
down, who always return without satisfactory an¬ 
swer? My money is like bread as hard os iron, so 
not easily digested. Perhaps you may imagine t 
cannot come to your place, so intend to wrong me 
of my money. But if I live 1 will certainly come 
into that part within the space of 4,0, or 12 
months, if 1 meet with any convenient opportunity; 
and then how can you hope or expect to have my 
favour, having rendered yourself so unjust and un¬ 
civil. Perhaps you may intend to give me the 
slip, and 'go for Madras or some other sen port 
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town ; but go where you will, you are still In king 
Aurungzebe’s country. So 1 can procure order- 
sent by the Gusbadata to the Subnli of that conns 
try* and seize upon your house and goods, and 
therewith clear my money or debt. Then after¬ 
wards take no further notice of you, which you will, 
not digest, or well approve of. Tor according to 
any law I can demand my money, and will have 
it by fair means or foul, 'therefore fear God and 
< onsider I must have my money. So draw bills 
upon Masulipatam, or else you shall repent it as 
long as you live. 1 write you this, as Likewise 1 
wrote you before by Phauntee Mahomed, which pray 
peruse and consider well of it. Tou must not think 
t only threaten you. For God knows, I am very 
impatient so expect a full and satisfactory answer , 
or else you shall find l will send orders with Gus- 
badars to Meida Khan and will wait no longer/ 1 

Shortly after this Mr. I loicombe died without 
paying the remainder of the debt; aud Tuckeria 
Khan claimed the amount from the Company, as 
Mr. Holcombe had actually affixed the Company ’s 
seal to the obligation, The question was still 
unsettled when Mr. Fraser succeeded to the Go¬ 
vernorship of Tort St. George. Meantime there 
had been a competition between Fnckerla Khan 
and another chief named Habib Khan for the 
Nabobslvip ; and the successor to Mr. Holcombe 
had been imprudent enough to acknowledge the 
latter, and thus to increase the exasperation of 
Tuckeria Khan. The following extracts from the 
consultation books shortly after Mr. Fraser’s ac 
cession will exhibit the progress of affairs. 

“ Monday, 27th March 1710. Trout the 
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chief and Council at Vizagapatam dated tie 2nd 
and 7th instant, advising the great troubles they 
have had with Fuckerla Khan, by their having 
been so closely besieged by his people stopping up 
all. avenues of their bounds. For remedy of which 
they advise us that they resolved to make pro¬ 
posals to accommodate matters in a friendly way 
with him, intending him a present of 5000 rupees 
in Europe goods; in order to which they sent a 
Portuguese Padre and a JJubash, in hopes thereby 
to appease him, or obtain his patience for some 
days. But he refused their offer, and sent back 
the messengers in a very angry manner, and. wrote 
the chief that he must immediately pay the money 
(due from Mr, Holcombe), or leave the place or 
prepare to fight.” 

**' Tuesday, 15th August. General letter from 
the Chief and Council at Vizagapatam read : 
wherein we observe that their troubles are rather 
suspended than any way accommodated, by Fucker- 
la Khan’s being gone up to the Daslieroon’s country 
to adjust accounts, and agree with Habib Khnn 
for the Government of those countries ; and they 
still continue to urge their arguments for the Com¬ 
pany’s paying that debt of Mr. Holcombe’s. They 
advised that they have supplied Habib Khan 
with ten candy of country gunpowder and five 
candy of lead, and that the saicl Nabob desires a 
further supply of thirty candy of powder and 
twenty of lead, which they desire may be sent 
them down.” 

“ Monday, 11th December. Received general 
letter from the Deputy Governor and Council at 
Vizagapatam assuring us that they had sent 
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(ho Mobllah mid a Brahmin to Fuckerla Khan’s 
camp, to have a sight of the seal affixed to 
Mv Holcombe’s obligation. "But after wait¬ 
ing for some clays they returned with an¬ 
swer that Puckeila Khan was enraged to the 
last degree, and would net hear any more propo¬ 
se!? about lvis money without prompt payment, 
but was coining himself witldn a day or two with 
guns, ammunition &c. to besiege then* town ; and 
had placed guards on the roads to prevent their 
sending or receiving any letters and provisions 
coining to them ; and that Euckerhi Khan refusing 
to show the obligation, they are of opinion and be¬ 
lieve that Mr. Holcombe’s seal is affixed thereto 
aud not the Honorable Company's. 

“ That on the 8tli past the said Nabob with his 
army, consisting of about 7000 foot and 800 
horse, encamped behind a great sand hill near the 
Town, and the 9th at night fired on then out 
guards; which being returned again by the Eng¬ 
lish, made the enemy retire further and turn their 
siege into a blockade by stopping nil provisions of 
which they were in great want; that they have 
made a Brigantine of the “ Bising Sun” smack, and 
fitted her up in order to secure what may be put 
aboard in time of extremity.” 

c< The foregoing being a recital of them said 
general letter almost verbatim. 

<f First. We observe that the Chief lias strange¬ 
ly erred in his politics (not to say worse) ; that he 
having by his former frequent letters advised us, 
what he had then foreseen, as what might be the 
result and issue of no; paving Mr. Holcombe's old 

IS 
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debt to Fuekcrla Khan, as the event now proves,— 
that the Chief in that ease should not sooner and 
earlier get sufficiency of provisions for the use of 
their Garmon, at least until the monsoon should 
serve for our sending them supplies hence. 

<c Secondly. That the Chief should supply 
Nabob Habib Khan and Fuekerk Khan with so 
large a quantity of gunpowder and lead, when the 
said Nabobs and the Chief were on so precarious 
terms ; and not only so but by their general letter 
of the 27th July last write us to send them 30 
Candy of powder mul 20 Candy of lead for a further 
supply to the said Nabob ; notwithstanding the 
frequent cautions we gave them, or without ever 
considering they were strengthening the hands of 
said Nabob, who were then contriving of the means 
and ways of laying that siege, they have since form¬ 
ed against that Factory. 

‘ Thirdly. It being now the Northerly mon¬ 
soon, it is strange that the Chief should not have 
w rote to Bengal to the President and Council 
there to be supplied thence with whatever they 
wanted. 

“ Fourthly. That Juggapn the Brahmin, that 
arch knave and villain, who was the chief eauW 
and instrument by the powerful, bribes he received 
from time to time from the Bajahs Ananterauz and 
Pverow, by whose means and persuasions he pre ¬ 
vailed so far with Mr. Holcombe, as to induce him 
to lend those large sums of money at high interest 
to those said Rajahs ; which is still a debt, which 
we may reasonably suppose to have been most or 
all Fuckerla Khan’s money, and has been the 
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original cause and (irst spring, whence all these 
trouble.’ are derived and devolved upon as • and 
notwithstanding our having so often or frequently 
wrote to Mr. Hastings, the Chief there, to send 
us up the said Juggapa either by sea or by land, 
which has never been, complied with ; and being 
credibly informed Fuekerla Khan does demand of 
t he Chief I he said Brahmin, and that on the deli¬ 
very up of him all the causes of their troubles 
shall cease. 

" And now upon the whole, it is unanimously 
agreed that we write the Chief and Council, that 
upon the'reading the said intended letter to them, 
that they had that instant seized the said Juggapa, 
and put him iri irons, and secure all his books, 
papers arid accounts ; which if the Chief should 
oppose or hinder the same, it is our positive and 
peremptory order that the Council, or any one of 
them, do execute this our order, and that the 
military and peons be assisting to him or them in 
this matter. 

%€ It is likewise agreed that the l w si dent write 
hia letter to Fucked a Khan relating to the premis¬ 
es, and desire him to send ns up a person fitly 
qualified to accommodate all matters and that in 
the meantime to withdraw hie forces from the. 
Factory,” 

Next year this troublesome business was brought 
to a close through the mediation of Habib Khan ; 
the money demanded being paid to Fuekerla Khan, 
and the obligation which was found to have the 
Company’s seal affixed, being forwarded to Fort 
St, George, The record is chiefly remarkable as 
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exposing the evils which aro^e at this early period 
from pecuniary dealings between the Company's 
servants and Native authorities ; and it is worthy 
of note as being the origin of a standing order 
which strictly prohibited all such dealings for the 
future. 

Wo now turn to a curious entry which is very 
suggestive. 

f : Monday, 4th December. They having wrote 
us from Tort St. David that it has been Usual for 
us at the festival times of the year to send them 
one of the ministers of this place, and Christmas 
being now approaching they request that one may 
be sent. It is, therefore, agreed and ordered that 
Mr. Jones do proceed thither, as soon as con¬ 
veniently he can ; and that the paymaster do take 
care to fit him out for his journey accordingly/ 5 

Cases of breach of promise of marriage are al¬ 
ways interesting, but we are rather inclined to 
regard the one wo are now about to place before 
our readers as somewhat unique in.its character. 
The matchmaking tendencies of the mamma and 
daughter, and the “ interested” nature of the 
gentleman's affection, are plainly evident through¬ 
out the papers. Moreover the record is valuabh 
as illustrating social life as it actually was at the 
commencement of the last century. The extracts 
will explain themselves, 

■ ( To the Honorable William Fraser, Esq, Gover¬ 
nor of Fort St. George and to the Gentlemen of 
the Council, 

The petition of Anne Foquet and Elizabeth 
Brown doth humbly set forth the unworthy 
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treatment your Petitioners have met with from 
Captain j(uiry Cornwall, Commander of the 
\‘ Sherborne.” ‘ Tour Honor is no stranger to this 
story, nor the rest of the Gentlemen at this Honor¬ 
able Iloard ; therefore shall be (is brief in relating 
it as we can. In the year 1707 and before he 
went last for England, Henry Cornwall aforesaid, 
and yeuv Petitioner Elizabeth. Brown, did enter 
into a contrac t of marriage, and that in as solemn 
a imnm r as such contracts usually arc. or can be 
done; for wc plighted our faith cither to other in 
tho most bind) g terms, and changed rings in the 
presence of competent witnesses; Anne Foquefc 
vonr petitioner, Mr James Wendey, then one ot 
the ministers of this place, and Mr. Bernard 
Benyon, merchant being present. And for the 
due performing of the aforesaid contract, the said 
Henry Cornwall and Elizabeth Brown did enter 
into articles in writing, and did both of them sign 
and seal: the same in the presence of the Rev, Mr. 
James Wendey and Mr. Bernard Benyon aforesaid, 
who hath been sworn in Court And moreover, 
the said Captain Henry Cornwall did bind himself 
iu a bond of one thousand pounds sterling for the 
due performance of those articles ; and further to 
confirm us in the reality of his intentions, ho made 
a gift, to your petitioner Elizabeth Brown of what 
estate lie had in India and left a will in her hands; 
wherein he bequeaths her his whole estate and 
makes her sole Executrix. But notwithstanding 
all the vows, ties, and obligations he had brought 
himself under, Captain Henry Cornwall in. a short 

time after his arrival in England marries himself to 
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another woman ; arid after ail this injurious and un¬ 
fair dealing towards your petitioner, the said Henry 
Cornwall., to prove himself the same man. through¬ 
out, would have his bonds and obligations under 
his hand and seal to go for nothing, and to be of 
as little force and validity as his words and vows. 
We, therefore, your petitioners humbly apply our¬ 
selves to your Honor! for redress, hoping you will, 
oblige him to sat isfy his bond for one thousand 
pounds, which he hath forfeited ; a poor repara¬ 
tion for all the injustice he hath done us, There 
hath been a suit commenced upon this Bond, for 
some time depending in the Mayor’s Court, hut 
deferred to be brought to a judgment upon advice 
that Captain Henry Cornwall was designed for this 
place ; presuming, as may be supposed, he would 
either comply with his bond, or offer such terms 
as would be accepted of; and the Itevd. Padre 
Lewis did before, and since the arrival of the 
“ Sherborne,” speak to your petitioners to ac ¬ 
commodate matte ' amicably with Captain Corn¬ 
wall (if it might be done) and riot drive tilings to 
extremity To which your petitioners did not seem 
averse. Bid instead of ottering to come to an ac¬ 
commodation, Captain Henry Cornwall, the second 
day after his arrival, sent a letter to yom Petitioner 
Elizabeth Brown, of which she cannot better, nor 
more modestly give you the contents, than by 
saving, it was made up of all the ill nature and ill 
language he is master of; and after so much un¬ 
worthy and base treatment as we have met with 
from this mart, for him to think at last to run us 
down, and to carry his point by calumny and 
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slander is so vile a tiling, that no man who hath 
the least sense of honor or the least grain of 
honesty would be guilty of. We shall not be 
further troublesome to your Honors, but only beg 
leave to observe, that if such principles and such . 
practices be connived at,’ no man’s honour, per¬ 
son, or estate can be any longer safe. We hope 
your Honors will take things into your serious 
consideration, and do ns that justice which to your 
wisdom shall appear our due. The reason of our 
addressing your Honors at this time is, that 
Mr. Mayor hath refused his warrant to arrest 
Captain Cornwall in an action of one thousand 
pounds, at the suit of your Petitioner Elizabeth 
Brown, and we as in duty bound shall ever 
pray. Fort St, George, February 12th, 1711.” 

Captain Cornwall’s answer to these charges is 
still more interesting. 

f Monday, 19th February. To the Honorable 
William Fraser, Esq. Governor of Fort St. George 
and Council, 

" Gentlemen—“ You were pleased on Thurs¬ 
day last to summon me to answer to a petition, 
preferred by Mrs. Elizabeth Brown and Anne 
Foquet of this place, touching a designed marriage 
between the said Elizabeth Brown and self, a per¬ 
fect account of which I gave at that time, and 
comes inserted in this narrative. 

“ The motive that induced me to enter into an 
obligation cf that nature was the assurances Mrs.. 
Anne Foquet gave me of preferment from England 
by her and her friends' recommendations home , 
which proved no ways serviceable, but rather the 
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contrary. 1 often repeated to Iier and daughters, 
if I could not better myself by post or fortune, I 
would by no means think of complying with that 
obligation. When Mrs. Eoquet’s fiierids proved 
* of no use, I solicited my own relations, that en¬ 
tirely refused all merchandize, being stranger* 
to trade. Then the time drawing near for the 
India Shipping to depart that year, I petitioned 
the Honorable United Company to come abroad 
a passenger on Captain Plirip, which they granted 
and lie refused, being full and ray circumstances 
not able to permit me to pay for my passage. I 
then solicited both the Captain Hudsons who re¬ 
fused the same. I then advised with my friends 
what method to take that might be of service to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, and a sufficient acquittance 
tome. Eirst, I declared my circumstances, so 
miserable when in England, I was forced to run 
in debt and that considerably. Secondly, I had 
no interest in the Company then governing to 
nerve me by recommendation abroad Thirdly, I 
presume the most of this place knows Mrs. Foquet 
not able to better any one's circumstances by 
interest or fortune. Notwithstanding her present 
encouragement in this affair, these circumstances 
considered on both sides, if any one gentleman 
can see the least appearance of any thing but com¬ 
plete misery, in case of that marriage, I should 
willingly submit to the several sentiments. I 
cannot perceive that Mrs. Anne Foquet ever de¬ 
signed a marriage, because she, declared to -Robert 
Haworth Esq., Mayor of this place, that she refused 
rnc marriage before I went home, because she was 
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•inured I would marry in England, when she would 
haw the opportunity of prosecuting this obligation. 
Further, why did Mrs. Anne Eocjuet and Brown 
give rue an obligation of Captain Lee’s, now Com¬ 
mander of the “ Litchfield,” to prosecute him for 
not complying wrtlfthe marriage according to hi 
obligation, not out of date at the commencing of 
mine, if she designed her daughter my wife. I 
can give several instances wherein Mrs. Eoquet 
has showed herself a designing woman of no sin- 
cerity She and her daughter are pleased to 
term the penalty of the obligation, a poor repnra 
tion for injuries I have done them. If they were 
as just in their aspersions us I have been in this 
proceeding, they would not have troubled your 
Honor and Council with their petition on this oc¬ 
casion. 

* e i think, since I could not procure a passage 
out occasioned by my miserable circumstances, 
Mrs. Eoquet and daughter are under obliga¬ 
tions to me, that I advised them of it in order 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Brown’s not refusing any offer 
to her advantage I did at my first arrival at the 
West coast, order my attorney here to make 
Mrs. Elizabeth Brown a considerable present 
for the favours received when last here. But 
since my arrival at this Port, I found so many 
malicious reports from her, that it has entirely re¬ 
moved the thoughts of any such thing. My cir¬ 
cumstances are miserable enough, having lost all 
I was worth, by my misfortune in Ceylon ; and 
the balance of my accounts for four years’ service 
in thi? place amounts to so mall a sum that T fear 
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I shall go off a debtor from this place, I am 
ready to make oath in every particular here in¬ 
serted ; hoping your Honor and the Council wilt 
take it into your serious consideration ; then doubt 
not but you will perceive my actions on my side 
justifiable; otherwise I must :tder myself to the 
Courts at home, by whose verdict I must vest 
satisfied. I am, with due respect, 

Your Honor’s and Council's most humble Servant, 
Henry Cornwall,” 

The Judgment of the Governor and Council 
upon this case is worthy of record. 

cc Monday, 19th February 1711. Pursuant to 
the order of last Consultation, Mrs. Focpiet, and 
her daughter Elizabeth Brown, as likewise Captain 
Cornwall appear now before us ; where after all 
parties were fully heard, more especially Captain 
Cornwall, all persons being desired to withdraw 
it is the unanimous opinion of the Board (Mr. 
Haworth excepted), that Captain Henry Cornwall, 
having married a wife in England notwithstanding 
Ids preengageraent with Mrs. Brown, he has for¬ 
feited his obligation and thereby become liable 
to the penalty therein expressed ; but in regard 
we ought to weigh matters in the scales of Equity 
and right reason, and considering the present 
circumstances of Captain Cornwall which are but 
moderate, having met with great losses, and 
lie generously offering a moiety of what he lias in 
the world,.and he having cleared the reputation of 
said Mrs. Brown; both parties being culled in, 
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were reconciled and made friends, and the said 
Captain Cornwall's proposal accepted of/ 5 

About this time the King of Pegu appears to 
have been very anxious to obtain some articles, of 
European workmanship, particularly clocks, as ap¬ 
pears front the following letter to the -Governor of 
Fort St. George, dated 24th February, 17 Li* 

" In the jurisdiction of Suuapratula and Thairia- 
tliha, the precious kingdom of Ava and Golden 
Court, Rajah of Ni and king of twenty and three 
kingdoms and Monarchies, Lord of Silver, Gold, 
Amber, Ruby mines, and red and gold Palaces 12 
in number made of Gold, Lord of the El ephant of 
great value, Lord of many horses of great price. 
Lord of all nations, Lord of all manner of anus, 

I..ord of many armies, Lord of this world, the ex¬ 
cellent High and Mighty Lord, 

‘ His order to the Governor of Madras, being 
informed, that amongst the English nation, there 
are many able men, and that without much trouble 
a clock may be had. I desire that it may be thus, 
viz. that it strikes the hours distinctly, beginning 
in the morning by one and so on till twelve ; 
having two images to strike the hours on the bell 
or clock. This and another clock of Malta, with 
a vomen’s image pouring oil in a vessel which 
mu 3 all the hour ; and when it is out the said 
image tills it again and so every hour. The king 
having heard of these things will have much to be 
done to get them ; and R' not to be got, to send a 
man here to make them and shall then return to 
his country. 1 have sent by the Captain of my 
Ship, Cojah Simon, to the Governor of Madras 





twv Ruby rings ; if amongst the English or Por¬ 
tuguese there is any curiosity to be got, let it be 
sent, Jf my.desire is accomplished there shall be 
great rewards according to my piety, ko. 3r 

The governorship of Mr, Eraser was, as already 
indicated, brought to a sudden close by the arri¬ 
val of a successor, as appears from the follow lag 
entry, 

“ Wednesday, 11th July. This morning about 
8 o’clock* came ashore the Honorable Edward 
MarrbonEsq., who produced hisCommissioii, Innni 
the 22nd December 1710, appointing: hint Presi¬ 
dent for the Eight Honorable United East India 
Company’s affairs ou the coast of Coromandel and 
Orissa, and of the Crinjee and Mahratta country, 
and Governor of Port St, George, Port St. .David, 
and the Island of Sumatra. Which being read, 
the late President William Fraser Esq. did resign 
he chair, .mid deliver the keys of the Port to the 
said Edward Harrison E$qP v 
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CHAPTER XXV, 


GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. 5PWARD HARRISON. 

1711 — 13 . 

The commencement of the Ctoveniorsuip of Mr. 
Harrison is a fitting moment for reviewing the 
contemporary state' of Southern India and the 
Dekkan. The declining condition of the Mogul 
power had led to the establishment of new re¬ 
lations between the English and the Native 
authorities •, arid at the same time we are ap¬ 
proaching the period when our historians gene¬ 
rally have commenced what they have been pleased 
to term the history of the British empire in India. 
Henceforth therefore the new facts we shall bring 
forward from the official records will rapidly in- 
crease in value. They wilt serve to throw a clear¬ 
er light upon one of the most obscure portions of 
the history of the Mogul rule ; and thus they will 
form a connecting link betw en the dry Native 
m mals of Southern TiuTia, and the delightful and 
picturesque history of Robert Orme. 

The death the gtftat Auruugzehe in 1707, 
and the subse&L&i struggle between his three 
sous which led to the establishment of Shah 
Aidum on the throne of Delhi, have already been 
noticed ; arid it will b'e' remembered that a large 
portion of the Mahomedan concjuesta in the C,ar- 
natiCj including the country round Madras, had 
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been granted as a jagliire to the celebrated gene¬ 
ral Zulfikar Khan. The rising of the Sikhs to 
the west of Delhi had called away Zuliikar Khan 
to the assistance of his royal master Shah Aulum. 
Tor a brief period Da wood Khan had acted as 
Soubah. of Goleonda, in behalf of Zulfkar Khan ; 
but in his turn was called away by the troubles 
ill the North West/* 

In 1710 the Dewan Sadatulia Khan was appoint¬ 
ed Nabob of the Carnatic, and appears to have 
retained the government until his death in 1732. 
He is briefly mentioned by Orme as having been 
a regular and acknowledged Nabob of the Carna¬ 
tic ; and appears to have been noticed by that 
historian in consequence of his being the first 
Nabob who attempted to render the office heredi¬ 
tary. Orme says that Sadatulia Khan, “ having 
no issue , adopted the two sons of ids brother, 
appointing the elder, Dost Aii, to succeed in tiie 
N abolish ip ; and conferring on the younger, J ok or 
Ali, the government of Vellore.” This Sada¬ 
tulia Khan has already been mentioned as having 
required Governor Fraser to deliver up the 
five out-villages to the Hen ter of Poonamallee; 
and his further intercourse with the English will 
be fully illustrated in future chapters. 

As regards the general state of the Mogul cm- 

'* IVorn entries in the Consultation Boots, respective¬ 
ly dated 2nd of October and 24th oj. November, 1710, 
we learn that Isuph Khan held the post of Sub ah of 
Goleonda at this time, but that io oxusequence of eottte 
troubles caused by the Mahrattaa in the neighbourhood 
of Goleonda, Dawood Khar;, was again appointed Subah 
in his room. 
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pire during the reign of King Shah Aiduin, but 
little need be said. Shah Aulura sacrificed the 
prestige of his sovereignty for the sake of a hollow 
peace. He effected a compromise with the Raj¬ 
poots and Mahrattas, but though he thus ap¬ 
peared to secure his throne from their attacks, he 
was wholly unable to repress the growing dis¬ 
orders, which in the end produced the downfal of 
the Mogul dynasty. He died in 1712, after a 
short reign of five years. 

The great event in the governorship of Mr. 
Harrison, namely the rupture between the English 
at Fort St. David and the Mussulman Governor 
of Ginjee, is strikingly illustrative of the con¬ 
temporary state of Southern India. Sixteen 
miles south of Pondicherry and a hundred miles 
south of Madras, was the English settlement of 
Fori St. David, to which we have already had 
frequent occasion to allude. In 1691 the 
English had bought the settlement, previously 
named Tegnapatam, of Ram Baja, the Mahratta 
sovereign who was at that time in possession of 
Ginjee. The plot of Dr. Blackwell to deliver up 
Fort St. David to Znlfikar Khan in 169S has been 
mentioned in its proper place. The celebrated 
fortress of Ginjee is worthy of a passing notice. 
It is seated on the declivities of three detached 
rocky mountains, of very difficult ascent and from 
four to 600 feet in height, which were connected 
by lines of works enclosing an extensive triangle 
in the plains between them ; and for centuries this 
place had been regarded by the natives of Southern 
India as the strongest Fort in the Carnatic. Its 
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origin dates .far back in immemorial antiquity. 
Somewhere about the time of f'he wars of the white 
and red 'Roses, it appears to have been the great 
stronghold c f the kings of Choi a (Tanjore) against 
the famous old Hindoo sovereigns ofBijanugur. At 
length about I). 1500,.—about the time of the 
battle of Bos worth Field and the accession of the 
house of Tudor,—the kingdom of Chola, and with 
it the fortress of Ginjee, was transferred to the 
possession of the Pujah- of Bijaruigur; and long 
after the kingdom of Bijanugair had been over¬ 
thrown by the Mussulman sovereigns of the 
Dekkan, the Hindoos still retained possession of 
Ginjee. About 16b9 the Fort was captured by 
the Mussulman king of Bijapore ; but in 1677 it 
was taken by Sevajee the great Maliralta. For 
four or five years it held out under Ram Raja 
against the whole force of the army of Aurungzebe ; 
but was finally captured by Ztilfiiar Khan in 1698. 
A series of Rajpoot governors were then appointed 
by the Mogul, and ruled- the surrounding, country 
in his name ; but during the anarchy which fol¬ 
lowed the death of Aurungzebe, these Rajpoots af¬ 
fected independence and assumed the rank of 
Rajahs. 

At the time of Mr Harrison’s accession tc the 
Government of Fort St. George, Serope Singh was 
Governor or Rajah of Ginjee. It is difficult to 
assign the exact limits of the country under the 
jurisdiction, of Serope Singh ; but it was probably 
bounded on the north- by the territory under the 
Nabobs of Arcot, and on the south by t]m Hindoo 
principalities of TYichinopoly and Tanjore. Fort. 
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St. David was tlms included in the country under 
Serope Singh, in i he same way that Fort St.. 
George was included in tin,' country of 8adatii.Hu 
Khan, it appears that a former Deputy Gover¬ 
nor of Fort St. David, Mr. lioberts by name, had 
in some sort of way, not sufficiently explained in the 
Tecorda, become security ro Serope Singh for tie 
sums collected by the Centers. Subsequently tho 
Centers hod run away with the money, and Serope 
Singh held the English Company responsible for the 
■amount. By way of expediting a settlement, 
Serope Singhhad carried away two European Offi¬ 
cers of the garrison of Fort St. David, and confined 
them und treated them with the greatest barbarity 
at Ginjee, In February 1711, an attempt was 
made by the Government of Fort St. David to 
seize some Chief men of the Ginjee government, 
who happened to be in the neighbourhood of Fort 
•St. David. No prisoners were taken, hut three 
Moormen, and one of the Fort St. David Garrison, 
were killed on tho spot. Great. troubles were 
therefore to be anticipated from this direct act of 
hostility ou the part of the English ; and as it ap¬ 
pears that the Government of Fort St. David had 
acted in many cases most injudiciously, and that 
the utmost disorder prevailed in the Garrison, Mr. 
Haworth, a member of the Council of Fort St. 
George was dispatched to the scene of action, 
accompanied by five European ship* whose 
presence it was hoped would bring the enemy 
to terms. Mr. Haworth set off in July 1711-.. 
The following extracts will illustrate the state of 
affairs. The enemy’s force from Ginjee had. 
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blockaded Port St. David by larid, so that run- 
munition and prov isions coaid only be forwarded 
by sea. The first extract is entered in the con- 
sultatiojjuon Sunday evening 19th August, 1711. 
and is entitled “ A true narrative of an action that 
happened between Captain Roach’s party arul our 
memy this day, being the 11th of August, ]. 711/’ 
It is related in Captain Koaeh’s own words, and 
describes a desperate encounter in which ho was 
engaged with the forces of Ginjee. The narrative 
is as follows : — 

“ I was ordered 10 possess my soli:* of a part of 
the bounds, where the enemy were seen to bo bring 
very briskly from last night; which i did this 
morning by break of day, I ordered about 200 
peons that belonged to tV outgo ards to attend 
me. The coolies began to work about the de¬ 
molishing the walls by six in the ruorphjg, and 
continued till IS at noon ; but could not hear of 
* any of the enemy’s to be near our bounds, only a 
few peons about a mile off. But about 12 o’clock, 
intelligence was brought that Mahobat Khan, with 
all x he force of (rhiujee, was within a mile of our 
bounds. Upon which I despatched immediately 
a peon to the (Governor and Council:, who was not 
arrived in two hours. In the interim, before I 
had any relief from the rest of the bounds, they 
attacked me with about 400 horses.and 1070 foot. 
It was a great misfortune to me their attaching 
he party Captain Coventry had the command of, 
and Ensign Somernle *, the latter proved such a 
coward, that he was the occasion of the ruin of 
the whole party, in showing them an example by 
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running away first, which cost him his life* and 
abundance more of the same party. But 1 must 
do Captain Coventry that justice, that lie behaved 
himself extraordinarily well, and would have made 
a very good officer, if please God he had lived, 
lie received several wounds before lie dropt. J 
had my horse shot under me, and was charged 
several times by the whole party of horse upon 
both flanks and rear and kept them in play till 
they were glad to leave me master of the field with 
less than forty men. There was not one of the; 
200 peons 1 earned with me, would stand, neither 
officers, nor peons ; but when the horse charged 
me, they presently ran away. If they had but 
stood by me, 1 would have mounted as many 
horses of the enemies as would have made a good 
troop for the Company. For there wa 3 not less 
than seventy or eighty of them running about 
the field, without riders, their masters being dis¬ 
mounted. We compute that, the enemy could 
have lost not les than 140 and 150 men killed 
and wounded, besides horses. I have buried the 
dead ail in the field of battle, excepting Captain 
Coventry and Ensign Somervile whom I sent to 
the fort Heave any impartial person fo judge 
what the loss of the enemy must bep when they 
were at the push of the pike for two lion, j to¬ 
gether, axvd applied with our bullets and sw an shot 
as fast as possibly we could. This is the true nar¬ 
rative of what happened/* 

The next extract, dated 10th September, 1711, 
will show the disorders whichprevailed at this time 
amongst the soldiers of the garrison, It is entitled 
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“An account of the murder of Thomas Parsons, 
Serjeant, by Jacob Vaixbaslnyson, Cenfcinel, one of 
the Bengal men, but at present belonging to Cap¬ 
tain Itoadk’j party/' 

u Thomas Kirk, John Buck, apd Abraham Clark., 
beionging to Captain Viv- r any at Cudd;.- 

lore, by his permission came to the Fort to visit 
some of their comrades, particularly Thomas Par¬ 
sons who had the command of the party at Teve- 
uapatam Gate. On meeting him they went in 
company to a punch house near the said gate, 
where they found several more of their vocation 
drinking; but being none of their acquaintance, 
they passed by them, saluting them with tilth* 
usual ceremony, “ Good morrow to ye brothers,” 
and so went into another yard, where they stayed 
no longer than to drink a dram each man. Then 
they were it turning, when Jacob Yunbashayson, a 
Dutchman, without any manner of provocation 
given, attacked the said Serjeant Thomas Parsons 
with his naked sword, and struck him several blows 
over his head. Secondly, without giving him time 
to defend himself, he gave him a thrust 
into his body, on which he immediately fell. 
John Kirk abovementioued was the person, next 
to the Serjeant, who the said Jacob Vaiibushayson 
attacked m the same manner he did Parsons. Bat 
seeing the fate intended him* lie defended himself 
so well with his sword (which was not drawn), 
that though he cut his scabbard in six places and 
made several thrusts at him, yet he received ho 
harm ; but had certainly been murdered, had not 
John Buck .stepi into Ins assistance, John Tuck 
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immediately. called Jacob Yanbnshayson, and seized 
his sword, w hich —notwithstanding he drew through 
his hand and gave him some strokes over the head, 
and at last made a stab at him Which just touch¬ 
ing his thigh,— for safety of his life he was obliged 
to quit his hold; when the said Jacob Van- 
ba shay son still pursued him, and to save his 
life, having no weapon, he was forced to dodge 
him round some pillars which were in the yard, 
till he found an opportunity to go out of the 
door ; which he immediately embraced, but as 
he was going over the threshlvokl was prevented 
by Derrick Johnson, who pulled him back by the 
coat and likewise knocked down John Kirk. By 
this time the guard from Tevenapatam carnc, and 
made the two Dutchmen prisoners. Though they 
resisted some time with sword in hand, before they 
would surrender,, and the murderer was so very des¬ 
perate for fear of condign punishment, that hud he 
not been bound he would open breasted have run 
upon the bayonets on the muzzle of the g ardts 
pieces. 

“ Jacob "Vanbashayson says nothing more in his 
defence than tlmt he was drunk and knew not 
what lie did, that lie had no malice at all ag ; ■linst 
the Serjeant, and repented sincerely of the fact. 
Notwithstanding, as he had imbrued his hands in 
a fellow soldier’s blood, he thought he deserved to 
die ; but begged if we could not be merciful, as 
he had good relations (though he now was no more 
than a Centinel) that he might not die the death 
of a rogue, but a soldier, and be shot to death by 
-a file or two of men of the party he belonged to. 
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Derrick Johnson who was with him, is a fel¬ 
low that has been publicly scourged at Batavia, 
and wears ike cross on liis back. He denies he 
was accessory to the murder, and that he only 
interfered when he knocked Kirk down, to part the 
persons engaged. But all circumstances make the 
contrary appear, and shows his inclinations .as 
good. But it was not in his power to commit as 
heinous a crime as his companion. 

“ Thomas Parsons was brought speechless into 
the fort; hut at that juncture more occasion :d by 
liquor than his wound. The Doctor had some 
hopes at first; but in six hours they ended with 
the follow's life. Upon opening his body we found 
the wound, very near direct down, and that the 
sword had penetrated his midriff and wounded 
several of his intestines. 

<«This is what the three persons first named 
hav- declared upon oath before the Deputy Gover¬ 
nor and Council.* Tho. Bray. Secretary: 1 

<« Fort St. David, September 11th 1711. 

About this time a Lieutenant and Ensign were 
found drunk and incapable whilst on guard at 
Cuddalove, at a time of imminent danger. Ac¬ 
cordingly they were sent to Madras, and the fol¬ 
lowing remarks upon their case, as w ell as upon 
the murder of Parsons, are entered in the consul¬ 
tation book as follows ;— 

" Thursday, 20th September, 171.1. lieutenant 
Viver and Ensign Williams being sent for up, and 

' Tho murderer appears to have been subsequently* 
executed. 
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the charge against them being read by the Secre¬ 
tary, they were asked by the President, what they 
had to say in their vindication ; who making 
many frivolous excuses, but at last confessing their 
crime and begging pardon, were ordered to with¬ 
draw, and the President ottered to the board as fol¬ 
lows, That the military in general under this 
Presidency are, by slack discipline for the past two 
years, become so intolerably sottish and disorder¬ 
ly that it is high time a reformation should be 
made for the security of our settlements, and the 
Honorable Company s estate committed to our 
charge, 

“ The barbarous murder lately committed on 
Serjeant Parsons by a drunken Dutchman at Port 
►St. David, is testimony sufficient to what a height 
of insolence matters are grown ; and it is well 
known that Mr, Farmer when Deputy Governor 
of Fort St. David durst not go out of the Fort for 
fear the Guard should shoot him as lie passed the 
gate, 

,f Add to these instances the daily disorders of 
drunkenness in this garrison, which though severe¬ 
ly punished, vet the seeds still remain, and the 
cure is not Thoroughly perfected. 

“ If the officers themselves, whose business" it is 
by strictness of discipline and good examples to 
preserve their command and keep their people 
within Urn bounds of their duty ; if they shall be 
found dead drunk upon their posts in a time of 
service when surrounded by the enemy, what can 
be expected but ruin and destruction to the affairs 
of those that employ them. 
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“ Offered further that the crime in our En** 
ropean Armies is punished in a capital manner ; 
and then the question was put and unanimously 
agreed that Lieutenant Yiverand Ensign Williams 
be cashiered, and chat Lieutenant Yiver do prepare 
to go for England by the Halifax,” 

Whilst Fort St. David was thus in danger of 
falling into the hands of Serope Singh, Mr, Ham* 
son thought it advisable to lay the whole matter 
before Zulftkar Khan, in the hope that the inter¬ 
ference ot so great a man might have its effect up¬ 
on the Itajali of Ginjee. The letter to Zulfikar 
Khan is dated 11th October, 1711 and h as 
follows — 

“ To His Excellency Zulfikar Khan Bahadur, 

Nurzorat Sing, Backshee of the whole Em¬ 
pire, &c. 

“ Sir,—Understanding how great a shave your 
Excellency bears in the Government of this mighty 
Empire, 1 thought it my duty to acquaint you of 
my arrival here to preside over the English affairs 
m these parts ; and 1 thiuk myself, obliged more 
especially so to do, in regard that my predecessor 
in this Government. (Mr. Pitt) have informed ine, 
before I left England ; that as your Excellency 
was one of the Chief pillars of the. Empire, so you 
had upon sundry occasions manifested your good in¬ 
clinations to the English m these parts \ and that if 
was under your shadow and by* your good counte¬ 
nance that they enjoy those privileges and security 
iri their trade, which now they do. While Your 
Excellency lay with y our army at Ginjee, I under¬ 
stand you were pleased to issue out your Ptirwan- 
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m for securing to us our privileges at Tcwenapa- 
tam (Fort Sfc. David). Upon my arrival Imre I 
found that place in trouble ; Serope Singh 
having seized some of the English there and car¬ 
ried them, prisoners to Ginjee, on occasion of some 
disgust given him by a former Governor. We are 
hut a. small, handful of people, and our business 
is trade ; and, therefore, all quarrels with the Go¬ 
vernment is extremely prejudicial to us, and des¬ 
troys the end for which we settle in these parts. 
Since my coining 1 have laboured' all I could to 
compose this difference, but to my great trouble, 
it hath hitherto proved ineffectual If this 
comes to be represented at Court, no doubi but 
Serope Singh’s agents will do it as much to our 
disadvantage as they can. I, therefore, humbly 
beg of your Excellency, that if any complaint be 
made against us on this subject that you will be 
phased to excuse the matter, and that we desire 
nothing move than to live in tranquility and peace 
in our small Factories. -A r>d if Your Excellency 
would be pleased to procure us his Majesty’s 
Hoosbaiiliookum to Serope Singh, to let us live 
in quiet and mend on trader, it wtjl be a singular 
service to your petitioner, and which he shall al¬ 
ways retain a grateful sense oh” 

To this letter no reply appears to have been re¬ 
ceived. Zniikar Kliaft, now the great Bahadur 
Khan, was far too much engaged to trouble himseLf 
about the affairs of a small Factory of foreign 
merchants, like those at Fort Si, David and F let 
St, George. 

Our next extract is a still more curious oik 
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Mr. Haworth on arriving at Port Si. David to> 
take up the duties of Deputy Governor# discover¬ 
ed that his immediate predecessor Mr. Farmer 
had ordered the destruction of a great quantity 
of grain and a large number of villages belonging 
to the Ginjee government, simply because he had 
heard that Mohabftt Khan, the commander of the 
beseiging force, had boasted that the English 
“ dared not make another attempt by marching 
out into the country belonging to Serope Singh;’* 
This needless act of destruction and ravage natu¬ 
rally increased both the exasperation and the de¬ 
mands of the Eajah of Ginjee, who at that time 
had sent ambassadors to Port St. David with the 
terms on which he was prepared to conclude a 
peace. When these terms were communicated t > 
Fort Bt. George, together with the cause of their 
being so much in excess of the Beaters debt,'the 
matter was warmly commented on by Governor 
Harrison and Council as follows 

“•Monday, 29th October. A general letter 
from Fort St. David was read; in which to our 
great surprise, we find that Mr. Farmer and the 
Council in his time have set their hands to the 
following paragraph. 

“ It is most certainly true that Serope Singh 
could not before in justice demand more of us 
than the Renters debt, and not that neither be 
cause Mr. Roberts' was their security when they 
run away, not the Company ; but the destruction 
of fifty or sixty thousand pagodas worth of grain, 
about fifty two villages and towns, among which- 
was his favorite town Yembollum, and killing the 
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Pandarrum : t hese are things which really make his 
demands carry too much justice with them; and we 
heartily wish the differences may be ‘composed, 
and so happily settled as before the commencement 
of this war. Without your permission though to 
disburse somethin , considerable out of the Com¬ 
pany’s cash, we 'shall not. ask it tali we find an 
'absolute necessity.” 

u We (the Governor and Council -of Fort St. 
George) cannot but observe with a great deal 
of concern the unaccountable folly arid ill" 
management of these gentlemen through the 
whole course of this affair : but most" parti- 
cubirly in this article. For after they had sent 
out all their forces, without any orders from 
hence, to burn and destroy all the country 
and grain round about them, empowered by a 
single order signed by Mr. Farmer only,—they now 
as good as tell, us in so many words, that the un¬ 
lawful depredations they have committed really 
make Serope Singh’s Cmauds carry too much jus¬ 
tice with them ; and shamefully confess that they 
arc afraid they shall be necessitated to ask us to 
disburse something considerable out of the Com¬ 
pany’s cash. Mr. Fanner and hi* then Council 
would have done very well to have eonaderecl this 
inconvenience before they proceeded so rashly on 
their own heads.” 

A few days afterwards some further progress 
was made in effecting* a settlement with the am¬ 
bassadors of Serope Singh, as will be seen by the 
■following extracts. 

Tuesday, 6th November, The President 
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communicates to the Board a letter from the 
Deputy Governor of Fort St. David ; the sub¬ 
stance/of. which is as follows ?■— 

" That the enemy cannot he brougb i to more 
moderate afem&nd* than thirty thousaxu, Cimckrum^ 
which is sixteen thousand six hundred pagodas, 
in consideration of which they will give xis three 
towns, Trevandmm, Padre Copantg aad Cmysmt- 
turn, besides their half of ail ft, towns that lay 
part within and part without our bowels. They 
likewise agree for ever to renounce nil claim to our 
bounds, and all pretensions upon us whatsoever, 
with the usual presents of horses and vests upon 
the like occasion. To all which the T'cpnty Go¬ 
vernor desires a speedy answer; this being their 
lust result, and that he keeps the ambassadors 
with very much dif. foully from ref liming to 
Oinjee. ,> 

“ Then the state of the Fort St. .David war was 
.aken into oemsid emtio vi nad tally debated. 

F Agreed that our Honorable Masters are at 
four' thousand pagodas charge more or las per 
month for maintaining the war, besides several 
stores and provisions sent from hence; and no rent 
was received for the villages in our bounds since 
the beginning of the war, vvhieh is an intolerable 
charge ; ami no hopes of any ease ns, long as the 
war "continues, amounting to forty-eiglu thousand 
pagodas per annum. 

‘ • Agreed that if' the war continues, our people 
will be shut up in their bounds, and we must sup¬ 
ply them with gram from hence and ail other 
Iteoessayks, Most of their inhabitants out of fear 
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wouM desert them.; and our merchants, though 
they ha :v made a large contract, will milter be able 
to bring in then goods; and consequently we 
shall have our broad cloth left upon our hands 
when the next year’s chipping arrive?. 

" Agreed likewise unanimously that let us con¬ 
tinue the wax-never so long, we can never hope to 
"0 reimbursed one farthing of our vast expenses. 
It would indeed have been well, if all these things 
had been duly considered before our nredecessors 
were so far engaged in it. But it Is never too 
late to repent of wrong measures, and now we must 
nialce the best of a bad market; wherefore we 
have agreed that a letter be wrote to the Deputy 
Governor nnd Council of Fort St. David as fol- 
lows :— • 

' Bsworth, Esq., Deputy Governor 

of hart bt. David and Council. 

“ Sirs,—This morning the Governor has laid 
before us .Mr. Haworth’s letter of the 3rd install! 
wherein, he writes that the enemy will not oW to 
any agreement unless we consent to pay thirty 
thousand 'Thuokruma, which we take to be sixteen 
thousand six hundred and odd pagodas. la const- 
deration of which they will give the villages of 
Trevandram, Padre Co pang and Coronuttum 
besides their half, of aO the towns which lie part 
within our hedge and part without, and that xhey 
will entirely renounce all claim to our bounds oil 
any pretence whatsoever. 

? Wc havo vet y seriously considered the first 
article and find it to bo ao unreasonable n sum of 
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money that wo cam never consent to pay it on our 
Honorable Masters’ account. 

« We cannot judge if it be worth while to buy 
the three villages before mentioned, and the hah. of 
the towns that lie part within our bounds and part 
without, till you send us a computation of what 
revenue they will annually yield, and what security 
we can ha^e we shall continue in quiet possession 
of them hereafter. For we must be of opinion we 
have too much ground already at your settlement 
to defend against an enemy. If Serope Singh 
dares dispute a grant confirmed to us by 4ul~ 
fikar Khan Bahadur, what value ought we to put 
upon his grant, (or what dse he will call it) who 
is no more in comparison with the other than his 
BiicksUi is to him, arid may be not so much. 
Pray let this point be urged home, and let us have 
a speedy answer. 

“ An entire renounciation of claim to ail things 
within ouv bounds is a tender point to be handled; 
for his pretending to a claim, after Zulfikar Khan 
Bahadur's grant, is an undeniable reason why we 
should buy no grants of him ; since, by die same 
rule the next Governor of Ginjee may dispute our 
title to all wc possess, and, by the same forcible 
means may compel us to pay what sum he pleases, 
so that our title will always be precarious.- 

« Wc should consent to paying oft the Renter s 
debt ; and if we could have good security that 
even he himself and the rogues about him would 
not molest us in the possession of these grants 
he offers, we might though unwillingly consent to 
pay a sum of money for them, but never the sum 
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they insist upon. Since upon the best account 
we can get of the villages here, the rent will be 
but inconsiderable. 

Wo shall wait your answer to these material 
points, and in I he meantime desire that the treaty 
may go on in the manner we have mention¬ 
ed! ; that is to say that the Renter’s debt be 
kept apart and made up by itself; and if 
we give any thing mote that it may be for some 
thing that you are satisfied will bring in an equiva¬ 
lent in a few years, or otherwise we can never con¬ 
sent to buy till we have orders from England. 

“ We leave this management as we did formerly 
to the Deputy Governor, with the same directions 
that he lay the treaty before the Board, ere the 
agreement is perfected.” 

Immediately afterwards further intelligence was 
received from Fort St. David to the effect that the 
Company’s merchants and all the chief inhabitants, 
were determined to leave the bounds if the treaty 
should break through; also that the towns offered by 
Seropo Singh, were worth six thousand chuckrums 
per annum ; and that if the ambassadors were once 
suffered to return to Ginjee there would he no hopes 
of getting them down a second time ; and if the 
English should be forced to send their own am¬ 
bassadors to Ginjee for a peace, it would cost at. 
least double the money. Accordingly another 
letter was dispatched to Mr. Ra worth, from which 
we make the following extracts. 

4 We are still of the same opinion for a speedy 
and honorable peace. We agree that Serope Singh 
ought to have satisfaction for ihe Renter’s debt. 





mi we should ns readily agree to make Mr. Ro¬ 
bert pay it, if it was in qur power. But since it 
is not we must, by the necessity of affairs submit 
to pay it for lum because he was the Company's 
Governor, and it being always customary for the 
Governors to treat singly with the great men of 
these parts, that whatever is transacted between 
them, they look upon it as firm as if done with the 
Company themselves. We shall apply the money 
we have attached belonging to Mr. Roberts, for 
the payment of this matter as tar as it will go, and 
shall take care to debit him for-the remainder, 

<{ We think this article of our treaty ought to 
be first settled ; and as to the: remaining part of 
the mm demanded, we had much rather let his 
precarious villages alone than have any . thing 
to do with them ; though we must confess six. 
thousand cluieVnras per annum is a sufficient 
rent for the suiri. we arc to pay, 

“ If you can make-good what you write in your 
letter, and mi have good security that we skill 
enjoy tiro villages peaceably, and be unmolested 
in our affairs, we are content that you make a 
peace upon the terms that you mention ; though 
we hope you will show your dexterity in procuring 
an abatement 

u It will behove you to be very circumspect 
in the Articles of the treaty,, and to pari with no 
money till you have some security. For there is 
not a more faithless wretch upon earth than the 
man you have to deal with. We desire that there 
may be an article inserted for the ease and; securi¬ 
ty of passengers at Tanapoilunty which we think is 
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the place where Mr. Haworth formerly met with 
so much trouble in going to Port St. David. 

“ You will do well to lay these matters now 
before yoar Council j and before you conclude the 
treaty, it will be proper that you protest in -form 
jointly against Mr, Roberts as the author of all 
these troubles, and the person that ought to be ac¬ 
countable for all the damages sustained thereby. 

As for your merchants offering to leave 
the bounds, we cannot but think it a great piece 
of insolence at such a juncture • and since 
they would seem thereby to necessitate you to a 
compliance, it was a very proper time to aalc them 
how much they could contribute to a peace. 
When they made their contract, they knew the 
war was a afoot; and though you have not yet 
sent ns a copy of your contract, we do not remem¬ 
ber you ever mentioned that you had obliged your¬ 
selves to buy a peace. 

“ i t is a great sum of money we now consent to, 
and should never have done it upon any terms but 
the equivalent to re-imburse us. We shall impati¬ 
ently expect your answers*” 

We gather from the following graphic account 
of an attack on the enemy’s entrenchments, that 
the negociatious were for a while broken off. 

" Friday, 25th January, 17X2. A general letter 
from the Deputy Governor and Conned of Fort 
St. David, dated the 20th instant, was read ; ac¬ 
quainting its that they had made dn attack upon 
an entrenchment of the enemy’s at a place called 
Orimumbaukum, about half way between that 
place and Pondicherry, in the following manner. 

n 
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cf Mr. Bu worth being advised that a party ot 
about three hundred Moorish toot detached from 
their cntreufchmeut at CrirDumbauhum, used in 
their rounds to pass between Coniquile and our 
hedge. Ordered Captain Courtney imd Captain 
Mowson, with sixty Grenadiers, to lay ambuscade 
for them on the 19th, in n place that was thought 
the most convenient, and ii possible cut them oft. 
Accordingly at nine diey went to the place appoint ¬ 
ed, where they waited till one o’clock, when per¬ 
ceiving none of the enemy appeared they punched 
directly to their entrenchment, which was invmedv 
ciely alarmed, about forty of them being without 
the door, who repairing m with a great deal ot 
precipitation ou their approach, excluded abovn 
twenty-two of their comrades. All which were 
‘minedAte)\ put to the sword, and then they (Cap* 
tains Courtney and Howson) ordered Serjeant An- 
lin with two file of men, to mount the wall on the 
opposite side ; which he did with a great deal of 
bravery, and forced them to retreat, where the two 
captains were with the main body ot the party 
who .immediately upon it ordered forty grenadoes to 
be flung in, which did wonderful execatiom A nd 
while, they were in this consternation, the grenn • 
does flying-in piece* amongst them, and the servant 
on the other side .firing, upon them with swan ah ot, 
they forced open, the door and entered sword hi 
kmd; where they met with a good stout-repubm. 
But the execution done upon them before had so 
dispirited them, that in the end every man began 
to shift for himself ♦, some making for the door, and 
others flinging themselves over the wall into die 
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ditch, in order to male their escape ; till what with, 
those that got away, aud those that fell, they had 
in a short time free possession of the place without 
any molestation ; when they had an opportunity to 
view the skin which amounted to more than one 
hundred. Besides which they say the ground was 
all strewed with pieces of skulls, hands, and legs 
which to lie su v was the efiect of the grenadoe 
shells” 

The disorderly state of the garrison of Fort St. 
David, has already been illustrated, but still we 
cannot avoid bringing forward the following parti¬ 
culars iw giving us an insight wot only into the 
affairs of Fort St. David, but into military life in 
general as it was a hundred and fifty years ago. 

<c Wednesday, 28tb January. The President 
acquaints the Board that the Deputy Governor 
and Council of Fort St. David have sent up 
Lieutenant Courtney, Ensign Brooks, and Serjeant 
Peterson prisoners in two Mussulars, for several 
crimes set forth as follows in their general letter. 

“ On Tuesday last Captain Courtney having 
dined with the Deputy Governor (Mr. Haworth) 
went, ns he was accustomed into Mr. Weld’s room, 
where was sitting Ensign Paddle. He walked 
backwards and forwards for sometime without 
speaking a word. But at last attacked him in a 
very odd sort of a manner, telling him he was an 
impudent fellow, son of a Skip Jack, and used 
abundance of other epithets, very improper for a 
man that carries a commission, 4 a utter or take ; but 
Paddle it seems, regarding the place he wa§ in, 
and not caring to make any disturbance under 
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Mr. linwortlds roof, bore it very patiently, till 
Courtney at last drew and assaulted him j and be¬ 
fore the guard could come in to quiet the distur¬ 
bance, had wounded Paddle about ari inch and 
a half deep in the belly and stabbed him i, the 
left temple. The Deputy Governor immediately 
secured them both under guards in different ap~ 
partments, and yesterday acquainted us with it in 
consultation; when they were both sent, for up, 
and heard what they could say for themselves, and 
the declarations of Messrs. Matthew Weld and 
Henry Cottrel taken. The one of which was pre¬ 
sent when some words past between them on Sun¬ 
day last ; and the others not only there but like¬ 
wise the greatest part of the time they were scuf¬ 
fling together. The copies of which, we enclose for 
your Honor 5 s perusal»’ ’ 

“ The Declaration of Air. Matthew Wdd. 
u Sunday the 20th in the Afternoon. Captain 
Hercules Courtney and Ensign Joseph Paddle 
being at my lodgings, where also was Mr. Henry 
Cottrel, when Captain Courtney asked Ensign 
Paddle to give one Bichard Pain, a Centinel on the 
main guard and a drunken abusive fellow, liberty 
to go out of the Port for two or three hours in a 
day about some business he had for him. To 
which Ensign Paddle replied, he could not. There¬ 
at Captain Courtney paused a little, and then flew 
into a passion, saying, “ What do you mean 
Ensign Paddle, D- rne, I will have him with¬ 
out asking iyou.” To that Ensign Paddle said, 
<c If he is a man belonging to your Company you 
may have him, but as he is upon this guard, I 



must Lave another in lu'a room to rlo his duty,” 
Moreat Captain Courtney grew very abusive to 
Vv. Paddle the Ensign of the guard., giving* him 
the lie, .calling' him an impudent saucy fellow, and 
threatened to beat him mid. thrust his cane down 
his throat, which he shook at him in a menacing 
manner, uttering many other abusive expressions! 
To all which said Ensign Joseph Paddle made 
civil replies and mild, and gave p3 reason, why 
he could not permit said Pain to go out of the 
Port; he being so frequently guilty of misdemea¬ 
nors when at his liberty, that he feared, he should 
be blamed if he suffered him abroad ; desiring 
Captain Courtney not to treat him so scurvily, 
and that he would not strike him, for he would 
not smfer it W hen their difference grew to this 
height I desired them both to forbear quarrelling 
in my house. Whereat, they then gave over, and 
I thought all would have been past by. 

“ But Tuesday the 22nd of January 17.12, 
about three in the afternoon, Captain Hercules 
Courtney caine into my lodgings, where Mr. 
Joseph Paddle was with me at "a table smok¬ 
ing a pipe of tobacco ; and after taking some' 
few turns in my room seemingly in a passion, 
stood by. me and demanded of Ensign Paddle, 
how he came to write so saucy and impudently to 
him in the parole note ; telling him that his su¬ 
periors used him with more respect than barely to 
conclude after the word with his name only. To 
this i Ensign Paddle replied he wrote it in haste and 
designed no affront by it, and hoped he would not 
make this emission occasion of quareliiiig with 
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him, on account of their late difference about aid 
Einhard Pain ; adding that Captain Opurtney had 
then very grossly abused him, who answered he 
had not, but lie very much deserved it; and im¬ 
mediately ilew into a passion, and said he was n 
saucy impudent fellow and would make him 
know his distance, and let him see lie did not 
make such as him his companion, with several 
such' like scornful expressions. To which 
Mr. Paddle replied in a very calm manner, “Sir, 
I bear a Commission so well as you and 
then desired he would curb his passion, for ho 
could not bear such abuses. 

“ Upon that Captain Courtney flew into a more 
violent passion, and stepping back into the mid¬ 
dle of the room immediately drew in’s sward. 
Whereat Ensign Paddle (whose sword lay with 
the belt and scabbard about two steps on one side 
of him upon two chairs) got tip and took hold of 
it. But before he had completely drawn, and put¬ 
ting himself into a posture of defence, whilst the 
point of his sword was scarcely out of the sheath 
anil pointing downward, Captain Courtney who 
drew first and was in a readiness, advanced on him 
and struck a forcible blow on Ensign Paddle’s 
sword, which beat it up backward and so struck it 
out of his band, pushed Ensign Paddle into the 
belly who notwithstanding readily got hold of his 
sword again. But in the very instant as he stoop¬ 
ed to recover it, Captain Courtney closed in with 
liini, .and shuffled him down into the window; 
where Captain Courtney had him under, with his 
left hand on Ensign Paddle’s sword arm, and hhs 
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own sword pointed nf. EnsIgn Paddle’s breast, bid¬ 
ding him deliver his sword and beg his life. Upon 
this 1 left- them, and made what haste 1 could 
to call a guard ; and on mv return found Captain 
Courtney wit! both swords in his hands and 
Ensign Paddle asking for his sword, which 
Captain Courtney returned. After this a dispute 
arose about the difference, when Ensign Paddle 
told Captain Courtney that lie used him very 
scu: vjly in drawing on him in the Fort and un¬ 
awares ; but that now ho was so good a man 
as himself; With that Captain Courtney said 

u P .-me Sirrah, what after! have given you 

your life and sword, you have the impudence to 
I>vfd.e and immediately run furiously upon him, 
and catching hold of Ensign Paddle’s sword, broke 
it in two pieces ; and then they fell to cutting, but 
were parted by Serjeant Wanton. Soon after came 
the Captain of the Cuard, hi whose presence Cap¬ 
tain Courtney continued to abuse Ensign Paddle in 
very scurrilous language, calling him “’skipkemiel,” 
“sorry fellow,” “just come from waiting at a 
table /’ and treated hirn with abundance of such like 
insufferable expressions • though at the same time 
Ensign Paddle desired him to shake hands and be 
friends. To which Captain Courtney replied, lie 
would not concern himself with any' such fellow 
as he is/’ 

Matthew Weld.”* 


* The other deposition is little more than a repeti¬ 
tion of tho above. Captain Courtney was subsequent¬ 
ly recalled. 
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The troubles at. Port St. David were at last 
brought to a conclusion in April 1712, through the 
mediation of M. Hebert, French Governor of.Pou- 
dicherrv ; but the peace appears to have cost the 
Company a sura of 43,000 pagodas in direct pay- 
jiient to the Elijah Serope Singh ami. Ins officers, 
in addition to the other charges and losses attend¬ 
ing the war This mediation of the French was 
only accepted after some deliberation, .as the war 
with France was not brought to a final close until 
the treaty of 'Utrecht' in i 713. It may be men¬ 
tioned here that the fortress of Ginjee was captur¬ 
ed in .1715 by the Dew an Sadatulla Khan. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

OOTEKM 0K9T1 1 St OF MK. EDWARD (IAUHTSON. 

( Continued,) 

1712—13. 

During the troubles at Port St. David recorded 
in the last chapter, but tew incidents of importance 
appear to have taken place at Fort St. George. 
In 1711 the celebrated Danish. Protestant Mis¬ 
sionary, .Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh appears to have 
arrived from the Danish settlement at Tranquebar 
on a visit to Madras; and in the consultation 
book of the 13th August, 17 LI, we hud the fol¬ 
lowing entry. 

“ The Danes Padre, Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh, 
requests leave to go for Europe on the first ship ; 
and iu consideration that he is the head of a Pro¬ 
testant Mission espoused by the Right Reverend 
the Lord Arch-Bishop of Canterbury, and the rest 
of our Episcopal Clergy, and that om* Masters 
wore pleased to send out their money freight free, 
we have presumed to grant him his passage with/- 
out paying permission money.” 

A lew days afterwards a member of the Danish 
Council at Tranquebar arrived at Madras on bis 
way to Bengal, and requested that this permission 
might be rescinded, as a dispute between Ziegen- 
balgh and the Danish commandant which had 
been referred home to the king of Denmark. Ac¬ 
cordingly the passage was refused until the sni$ 
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Missionary h ad obtained the con so at of the Go 
vernor of Tranqnebar. 

The following extract from a General Letter, 
dated February 2nd, 1712, and addressed by Mm 
Board of Directors to the Gove/iiuior and Council of 
Tort St. George, Containing soaoae farther inforaa- 
tiou respecting any Missionary proceedings in 
Northern India. 

ff It is proper here to tell yon that since the 
entire union of the two Companies, we act on the 
foot of the new Company’s Chartay which directs-, 
that the Company shall, constantly maintain, in 
every of their garrisons and opcrior factories, one 
'Minister ; ami that all such. Ministers as shall be 
sent to reside in India shall bo obliged to learn* 
svithin one year after their arrival, the Portuguese 
language ; and that they shall apply themselves to 
learn the native language of the country where 
they shall reside, the better to enable tlmm to in¬ 
struct the Gent.oos that shall he servants or slaves 
©f the Company or of their agents in the .Protes¬ 
tant religion. "That in case of the death of any of 
the said Ministers residing in the East Indies, bis- 
plaee shall be supplied by one of the Chaplains oust 
ef the next ships that shall arrive at or near the 
place where such Minister shall happen to die; 
and that the Company shall from time to time pro¬ 
vide School Masters in all their Garrisons and 
superior Tact:cries, where they shall be found ne¬ 
cessary. 

<f We are farther to- acquaint you that the So¬ 
ciety for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which 
is composed of many of the Reverend Bishop® and 
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other Clergy, together with divers well disposed 
Gentlemen have addressed to m in behalf of the 
Protestant Missionaries (at Tranquebar), to give 
them oar protection and encouragement, ami to 
permit them u Charity School or Schools at Mad¬ 
ras. They find it difficult to get any English to 
undertake this sen ice, but hope to be able to do 
it iii another season. We have consented to their 
sending three persons by this shipping, via* Mr. 
Kerim to be a School Master, Mr. Adler a printer, 
•and his brother. They are not certain whether he 
will reside at Madras, but wherever it is, he is to 
instruct children, there gratis. They have printed 
some small Tracts in Portuguese of prayers, the Ca¬ 
techism, and other pious collections, for the use of 
• he scholars. Wo recommend to von to give vouj 
countenance and protection to the said persons, 
•and other Protestant Missionaries ; and to supply 
them with a lew of the Portuguese Liturgies us 
you find it necessary, and do whatever you think 
proper for the strengthening their hands ih this 
•difficult but honourable work of spreading t!,e 
Gospel among the heathens. Some oilier rec|uest$ 
they have made us, among live rest, that you 
should be empowered to prefer such as they shad 
instruct, preferable to other natives; which will 
be time enough to pronounce upon, when we bear 
the success of their endeavours, and whether vou 
have any and what objections thereto.” 

About a year after receiving the above, Governor 
Harrison and Council replied as follows in a Ge¬ 
neral Letter, dated 16th September, i 7IS. 

‘ The design of erecting a Charity School or 
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lions lit for t he undertaking 
will be English and not ‘foreigners.. 


Schools at this plaice is a very noble one, and 
worthy that Honorable Society for Promoting 
Christ inn Knowledge We will not only be ready 
to adjust them whit the power you have given us* 
but also with oUr purses ) and do not doubt, but 
ninny of your inhabitants will do the same, if the 
persons they send out are of tempers and qualiftca- 

But we hope they 
The Danish 

missionaries have not wanted for our assistance 
on all occasions, though we must still continue of 
opinion that they spend a great deal of the Society’s 
money to little or no purpose ;■ and though' there 
may be some good men among them there is one 
very turbulent person, of whose principles you 
may please to judge, by bis contriving the escape 
of Mr, Abendaim’s widow from her creditors here 
to Tranquebar, and marrying her though a Jew to a 
Christian by the way. ” To this letter the Direc¬ 
tors replied by the next ships as follows. “ The 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge havo 
presented to us, that they have not as yet been • 
able to prevail with any of the British nation to 
undertake the Service of the Protestant Mission to 
the East Indies. But nre advised to make an ex¬ 
periment of two Malabar Christians, educated at 
'tranquebar under the Danish Missionaries, to bo 
employed as masters of two Charity School s, one to 
be kept at Port St. George and the other at Port 
St. David, subject to the inspection of yourselves 
and direction of our Chaplain at Madras, and of 
the Deputy Governor and Council at- Fort SI. 
David ; and desiring we would approve thereof 
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find protect the persons that shall be employed 
therein. We have promised to iceommend this, 
as we hereby do, to your consideration ; and to 
give them all proper assistances for propagating 
the Protestant religion in the way they propose. 
We have also allowed the Society to send the Mis¬ 
sionaries three hundred pounds' value iu pieces 8-8, 
and fifty-five reams of paper, with a chest of Books, 
a chest of Beer and a cheese, Freight free.” 

We wiust add that the Charity School was not 
founded in Madras until the Governorship of 
Mr. Collett,' the successor of Governor Harrison. 

From the two following- extracts from the con¬ 
sultation books, it would seem that at this time 
the morals and manners of the Company’s ser¬ 
vants themselves were very far from what they 
ought to have been. 

“ Thursday, 2nd August, 1711. The Eight 
1 Ion or able Company’s Servants, Factors, and Writers 
being summoned, according to an order last Con¬ 
sultation do now attend, and being called in, 
were severally checked by the President, for not 
giving their attendance at Divine Service ; and told 
that for the future, whosoever shall be absent on 
Sundays from morning and evening service shall 
not only be fined nine famous to the poor but 
be under the displeasure of this board and bo 
treated accordingly.” 

Monday; 3i)th June, 1712. Several disorders 
having been committed at the General Table, 
which we find to be partly occasioned by the absence 
of those persons in the service, that are of a su¬ 
perior standing and might mve the young ones 
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into better behaviour we have thought fit to ap¬ 
point Joseph Smart head searcher, and five others, 
to take their turns, either weekly, or monthly, or 
; j they shall agree among themselves, to be pre¬ 
sent at the Table, and to take care that no inde¬ 
cencies or disorders are committed.'’ 

We must now turn to the history of the Presi¬ 
dency. Whilst Fort St. David was warring 
against the Mussulman chief of Ginjee, Fort St, 
George seems to have maintained tolerably peace¬ 
ful relations with the Dewfui SadatuUa Xvhun, now 
Nabob of A root, The Dewan sent Governor Har¬ 
rison the customary vest, turban, and punvanu :, 
all of which were received in public with the usual 
solemnities, ft is a noticeable fact that at this 
time the authority of the Mogul was declining, 
whilst the distant authorities were become more in¬ 
dependent in the exercise of their power. The follow¬ 
ing story of the arbitrary conduct of the Foujdar 
at r k Thome fully illustrates this state of things. 

“ Monday, 21st January, 1712. Pier Zudda, 
Foujdar of St. Thorne, is a Moollah of the Sorad 
Caste, which is the chief of all the Moor’s caste;; in 
these parts. He is likewise chief priest to the 
Dewan Sadutulla Khan; and has.such an hiftuenee 
over him that whatever he says is u law, and the 
Dewan does nothing without his advice. When 
Pier Zudda visits him, he rises from his seat, and 
meets him at the door ; and when the Dewan 
goes to him he receives him sitting, and frequently 
sutlers him to kiss his feet. 

4> This priest has his Jaghire in and -about St. 
Thmnd to the yearly amount of nine thousand 
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pagodas ; and lias by his cruelty to the Portuguese 
inhabitants of that place forced most of them to 
quit it and retire hither, the Bishop among the rest. 
They found means by a Christian woman in Shah 
Auluni’s Seraglio to lay their complaints before 
him ; who ordered Znlfiknr Khan to send down 
a Perwanna immediately to the .Dewaii, comm Hid¬ 
ing him to restore the Portuguese to their habita¬ 
tions and privileges, and to see restitution made 
them A copy of the said Penvanna was sent by 
tie; Christian woman to the Bishop of St. Thome, 
who sent several persons with the same to the 
Bewail at Arcot. But lie received them very 
roughly ; charging them with accusing him falsely 
to the King, put them in prison, and threatened 
them till they paid a sum of money for their 
release ; withal obliging them to sign a paper 
in the Persian language without reading it, where¬ 
in it is said they own all their former complaints 
1o he false and scandalous. This is a piece of 
roguery that we cannot forbear taking notice of, 
to show the weakness of the present Government 
under Shah Aulum, mid the great power of Zul- 
tikar Khan, whose creatures the Dewan and Pier 
Zuddn are ; and undoubtedly he has directed 
them what to do in this affair. However the 
Portuguese are preparing for a second complaint 
by the same hand, by which we shall see if the 
King will exert his authority or no.” 

In April the news of Shah AtilWs death had 
reached the Presidency, as will be seen from the 
following extract. 

“ Monday, 7th April, 1712. The news of King 
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Shah Aulnm's death being duly confirmed, we find 
the neighbouring countries round about us under 
a great apprehension ; all the Poligars having 
long waited this opportunity to set up for them¬ 
selves, and assert their ancient rights and privi¬ 
leges ; and our Dewan, who is at present Soobalt 
(Nabob) of these parts, being marched away to¬ 
wards the Tanjore country to raise money, which 
is what he chiefly minds, and neglects the welfare 
and security of the Government committed to hk 
charge. We have just reason to fear advantages 
will be taken of his absence by the petty Go¬ 
vernors, to the prejudice of trade and our invest 
mont ; and several considerable persons and in ¬ 
habitants of Arcot, and other neighbouring places 
inland, have within these few days past sent con¬ 
siderable stuns of money to be lodged here for 
security against the expected troubles. Where¬ 
fore it behoves us to put ourselves into as good a 
posture of defence as we can, for the security 
of our Master's Estates, our own inhabitants, 
and ait such as shall have recourse to our pro¬ 
tection.” 

It will here be necessary to glance at the events 
which immediately followed the death of Shah 
Aulmn ; and we cannot do so better than by ex ¬ 
tracting the account sent home by the Governor 
nnd Council of Fort St. George, in their General 
Letter to the Court of Directors. ft records some 
circumstances which have not yet been published 
in inference to the accession first of Jehander 
Shah, and secondly of Feroksere ; together with the 
first appointment of the Nizam of the Bekkan. 
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The tirst extract is dated October 1 l.tli, 1713, 
and is as follows. 


*'■ On the 3rd oi’ April 171,2, we received advices 
by w ay of Oolcondah that king Shah Aukun died 
at, Lahore on the 17th February, after very few 
days sickness, and most people are of opinion that 
he was poisoned. All his four sons being pre¬ 
sent when he died, Iran edintely put themselves at 
the head of their friends to dispute the Empire, 
.Azim-oos-Shaun, the second of the, tour who mid 
the Government of Bengal many years, where he 
amassed vast treasures, was much more powerful 
both in men atul money than any of the other 
three. For which reason Zulfikar Khan the Vizier, 
Who was entirely in the interest of Moiz-ad-deen, 
the eldest brother, found means by fair promises 
to unite the. elder with the two younger brothers 
again-1A aim- 009 -Shaun j a verbal agreement being 
made between them, that Eufteh-t os-Shaun the 
third brother should have the kingdom of Cabal, 
and Kojcsla A-cktar, the fourth, the kingdom of the 
Dekkuu. Upon these terms they joined their armies 
and fought a bloody battle with their second bro¬ 
ther; in which after, a stout- resistance, lie and his 
eldest son were slain. Moiz-ad-deen, having gained 
s : complete a victory, and being proclaimed king, 
the two younger brothers sen* to him to make 
good their agreement by a lirmaun, that they 
might depart to their several kingdoms. To which 
Moiz-ad-deen returned answer (ns it is said by 
the advice of Zulfikar Kha ;) that he was ready to 
put thoixwa possession of I heir several Govern¬ 
ments but that he would reserve to himself the 
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$famp ofalt maiMsy coined in \m reign, and the 
Dtiroj,—for which we; have no word in English, 
but the sense of it is that he would retain a Su¬ 
preme power and command over them. These 
new terms enraged the two younger brothers to 
?neh a degree that they immediately joined their 
forces and invited the eider to a battle; declaring 
th&fc, they would be either real kings or die in the 
tfopute. In this second battle fell the two 
younger brothers and their sons after a very sharp 
engagement ; and it is said that of the youngest 
brother* who was a very valiant prince, ‘had not 
been killed by a chance shot just as he had sur- 
rounded the eldest, he had taken him prisoner and 
won the battle. Zulfikar khan having been the main, 
instrument in promoting the interest of Mokwid- 
deen, and behaved. himself with wonderful courage 
in both battles, he was immediately confirmed Prime 
Vizier mid received other unusual Honors, one of 
which was permitting him to have a seat in the 
king's presence. As soon'as lie had established 
the Government be slew several great Omrahs, 
who had been in his brother’s interest, and im¬ 
prisoned them. A fter this lie marched with his camp 
to Delhi, haring disgusted most of the great 
Ornvahs, by the honors done to ZuKikar Khan, 

<e A&im-oos-Stonm, upon leaving Bengal to go 
to his father Shah Aiilum-s court, left the Govern¬ 
ment of that kingdom in the hands of his second 
son Eeroksere ; who no sooner heard the death of 
his father, but he immediately set up for himself, 
raising* forces and coining money in. his qgpn name,. 
m<\ endeavoured to seize upon the king’s treasure- 
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Ml possession of the JDttwiui, but we do not hear 
he. has yet effected it. The last advices, we had 
irom Bengal were dated the 20 th July, aud give 
m account that he was then at Patna .with a 
considerable array ; where he waits fo: Moiz-itd- 
deen’s son, who h marching against him; and 
they were in hopes the affair would be decided 
before the rains u erg set in, but that we believe is 
impossible,” 

'] lie next extracts are taken from a General 
belter to b.igland, dated 18th September, 1718, 

“ vie wrote your Honors by the last year’s ship¬ 
ping tho great Revolution that had happened in 
this Empire upon the death of Shah Aulum. We 
added that Prince Feroksere, son lo Azim-oos- 
Shaun that governed Bengal, had passed Agra with 
lus array and defeated the king his ancle Jehaudar 
Shall,* which has been since confirmed as follows. 

“ r -ihis young prince, hearing the sad fate of Ms 
father, by advice of an old Seiad called Abdulla 
.Kdian, whom Aamvtgzebo had given him for <x 
Tutor, immediately caused himself to he proclaimed 
king ; and with bis father’s treasure, aud what ho 
.raised in Patna among the merchants of all na¬ 
tions, he got a pretty good army altogether ; and 
hearing his uncle had disobliged most of the great 
Omrahs, by iris barbarous cruelties and vicious 
-com so of life, lie marched directly for Agra, near 
which city the king’s army gave him battle and 
wa3 entirely defeated, many great men going over 

* Jehaiidar Shall was the title assumed by Moiz-ad- 
deen on ascending the throne. 





188 




. HJSXOUr OF MADftAS, 


CTiUff-IJ- 


to Feroksere’s .side. The king with Zulfrkar Khau 
fled to Delhi; but Ferohsere with, las victorious 
army followed them close at their heel and sitr- 
rounded the city that immediately surrendered and 
took them prisoners. Few days after they were both 
murdered, and Foroksere now remains the peace¬ 
able possessor of the Empire. He has made Be lad 
Abdulla Khan hb prime Vizier, and Gousdeen 
Khan, who came over to him in the battle, Nabob 
of all the Dekkrui .country, which includes this 
.Cantata, Bijapoor, and Goleouda, he has the 
character of a brave generous man, and a friend, to 
the Europeans.* We have news of his (the Nb 
zam-ul-MulkA) arrival at Aurangabad, and ex¬ 
pect him to lake his residence near Bijapoor, at a 
place called Burliampoor, where when arrived it 
wilbbe absolutely necessary for us to address to 
him, because he has a very great interest with tte 
present king and indeed tto^vigUout the Empire. 
Whatever we are obliged to- do shall be managed 
with the greatest 'frugality . ..Your Honors will have 
heard from Bengal that our old friend ^ Zcodec 
Khan came early into this new king’s interest, 
and made a verv brave defence in Mooghly against 


'* Xlve father is here apparently confounded with the 
eon. Go usd eon Khan (more properly Ghazee ud-cliu 
Khan) was the father of Sheen Kulich Khan 
Khan in the records); and it was the latter who Waa 
appointed Viceroy of the Dekfcan under the title of 
4 ‘ Nizam-ul-Mulk, or (i Regulator of the State,” Cheer* 
Kulicli Khan, the “ Hissarn,’’ was the founder of the 
great independent kingdom of the Dekkar whose 
sovereigns still bare the name of their iilustrionj* 
ancestor. 
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a »molt superior force .on the side of the former 
king-. He is now rewarded by being made Hewan 
of- ail the Dokkan country under Gouadeen Khan 
(i. e. the Nix am):; which is a very great employ¬ 
ment. The srentienren in .Bengal, who were very 
assisting to him under hand at Hooghly, seem to 
have their chief dependence upon him for intro- 
dicing our present, to the new king. 

“ Zuifikar Khan being cut oft) there came iinme- 
(bate orders from Court o re-nssume all the lands 
and villages that were granted him in. these parts by 
Vmmgzebe, in consideration of liis good services 
m the conquest of the Gingee country, Accord¬ 
ingly the lie wan Sadatnlla Khan sent us a sum¬ 
mons to deliver up Eganoro fee., villages granted 
us by Znlfikar Khan on recount of the assistance 
vVegnve him with ammunition, and what else he 
wanted to (tarry on his designs. We have hitherto 
staved this business oft with good words and 
pleading our rights; and when'the new Nabob 
(Nizam) comes nearer, we will endeavor to get om- 
grout confirmed. In the mean time, if any force 
is used to take ( hem from us we r esolve to defend 
them as well as we can. We are in daily expecta ¬ 
tion that our Dewan Sadalttlla Klmn will be turned 
out, as having, been a Creature and Vassal of Zui- 
fikitr Khan. For which reason, wc avoid pur* 
chafing his friendship in this matter by presents. 

“ The new king Feroksere is a young man of 
about twenty-six years of age. He has the char¬ 
acter ot being brave, prudent and generous ; and 
is the last of the race of Auronggcbc except some 
young children imprisoned in the fortress of 
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Gwalior, where when once they have enieced they 
never came out, and have potions given them to 
destroy their senses. This seems to be the King 
for whom Providence has designed your present, 
which leads us to touch upon that affair ” 

The following extract, from a General Letter to 
England dated 14th October 1712 is curious as 
showing the changes in the trade which attended 
these revolutions in die Government, as well as the 
nature of the Native demand for the more im¬ 
portant articles of English manufacture. 

“ In obedience to your commands we shall lay 
before your Honours, the best account we ran 
get concerning the consumption of Broad Cloth 
and oilier manufactures in the Mogul’s dominions, 
Tire coarse red and green broad cloth is chiefly 
used among the soldiers and ordinary Moormen 
for saddles, saddle cloths, sumpture cloth, cover.--, 
beds and cushions, for palankeens, carpets _ to sit 
upon, mantles to cover them from the rain and 
sometimes covering for their tents of pleasure. 
The fine broad cloth as scarlet, aurora, some blue 
add'yellow is used for the inside of tents for vesta 
or mantles in the rainy season among the great 
men ; covering cloths for the Elephants and liac- 
karys cloths to hang round their drums ; for 
shoulder and waist Belts, scabbards to their swords 
and Jimdars or daggers : for slippers and tor 
covers, beds and pillows, and for palankeens. The 
embossed cloth is used to hang round the bottom 
on the inside of the great men’s tents three feet 
high ; fbr spreadings to sit upon, and cushions 
to lean against; and for cloths to cover the hie- 
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plumta and horses. Perpetuanos arc* only used 
among the meaner sort of people for caps, eoafo, 
and covering cloths to sleep m (luring the rains. 

t! And now we are upon this subject, we must 
inform ybur Honors that at least nine-tenths of the 
Woollen manufactures vended in these parts is 
among the Moors; the Geutoos making very 
little or no use of them. The greatest consump¬ 
tion is in the Mogul’s camp, which when at La¬ 
hore or Delhi is supplied wholly from Surat mid 
Persia ; but when at Agra, partly from Surat and 
partly from Bengal by way of Patna, from which 
ports the conveyance to the camp is easy aud safe. 
But what is disposed of hereabouts is dispersed 
among the Nabob’s flying armies in the Carnaifa 
country, Bijapore and Golcondah, seldom reaching 
so far as Aurangabad, because the carriage is very 
chargeable, and the roads are difficult and danger¬ 
ous to pass. When king Shah Aukuxi came down 
to Golcdndah with Hi army in the year 1708 to 
destroy his brother Kara Jkiksh, we immediate¬ 
ly found a quicker vent than ordinary for our 
broad cloth ; and indeed for. ail other sorts of 
goods consumed among them. And when Dawood 
Khan was formerly Nabob of these parts, he 
always kept a good body of horse in pay, 
which obliged the neighbouring Governors to do 
the same, being always jealous of each other. 
And among these horsemen by much the greatest 
quantity of our broad cloth then imported ivas 
consumed ; the trade from this place to then 
camps being very considerable. But now our 
Bewail, who is Subnh of all this country seldom 
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keeps above five hundred horse with him ; and 
the Government in general being grown much 
weaker than in Aurungzebe's time, none of the 
great men keep up the number of horse allow¬ 
ed by the king, but apply the money to their own 
use ; and this has brought a considerable damp 
to our trade in general, but more especially Upon 
thgsale of vpiir manufactures. Tor we have not 
only lost the camp trade, but the roads are become 
impassable for want of these horsemen to scour 
them as usual ; so that the merchants are discour¬ 
aged from coming down with their money and 
diamonds to buy up and carry away our 'Europe 
and other goods as formerly ; and we cannot see 
any likelihood of better times till the Government 
is well settled and some*active man employed on 
the Government of these parts/' 

Y\ r e now proceed with the general current of 
events at the Presidency. The troubles which 
accompanied the death of Shall Aulum and Jehwi-. 
dar Shah, and tlie accession of Feroksere, had in¬ 
duced a number of wealthy persons to take refuge 
in Port St. George. Amongst others came the 
: Nauvajee, or Collector General of the revenues of 
Zulfikar Khan, with treasure estimated at five or 
six hundred thousand pagodas. The following 
extract respecting this individual wffi explain itself. 

" Thursday, 26th March, 1713. The President 
produces a Pimvanna from the Sabah .Sadatulla 
Klian, wherein he demands by virtue of an order 
from Court, that the Nauvajee Collector of Zulfi- 
kar Khan's revenues in this Canuita country (who 
came down hither upon the beginning of the late 
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troubles for the security of the treasure under his 
chavge) be delivered up with the said treasure into 
the hands of Fire Khan his .Deputy Governor 
at Areot* 

“ The reason of this demand, we take to be, 
beea esv the new King Fcroksere 1ms cut off Zulfi- 
kav K him and Ins father Assid Khan, and would 
now seize upon all their treasure. 

u The President further acquaints the Board that 
immediately upon receipt of the Per warm a, he sent 
it to the Nauvajee, with the slight intimation that 
're. ootdcl not think of engaging ourselves in any 
... putes with the* Odftntry Government, by protect¬ 
ing persons employed under the King, contrary to 
iiis positive commands. To which he returned 
answer that he was ready to go directly to the 
Bub ah with the treasure, acknowledging the many 
civilities received during his residence here. 

a Agreed that a proper answer be returned the 
Subah, acquainting hita that, as the Nauvajee 
came here a stranger upon his master’s business, 
we wore under an obligation to receive him with 
civility and distinction, but know nothing of the 
treasure he brought with him, it not being our 
custom to search strangers. But finding him 
very billing to retkrn upon the first summons, we 
had no occasion to use any compulsion ; and 
whatever he might bring with him lie carries back 
under charge of the person that brought the 
Per wanna.' 1 

Our next extract is a further illustration of the 
disorderly character of the times. 

Wednesday, Ifith September, 1 713. The Pre« 
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sklent acquaints the Board that Fleet Ayusworth 
writer did, <»u the 14th instant in the evening upon 
rising, from supper at the General table, draw hh 
sword and made several passes at Thomas VVilford 
writer, one of which entered his body* just ruder 
the left pup about three inches, Di\ .Robson being 
sent for and examined, dcAww he has hopes the 
said Wilford may do well but that he is not yet 
oni of dagger. Ordered that Fleet Ayns worth 
writer be kept under strict ronfmement till, further 
order.” A lew days afterwards it was agreed 
“ that the said Ay ns worth always behaved 
himself in it very disorderly ^manner, continually 
drinking, quarrelling with one or other, for which 
he has frequently; been reprimanded to no purpose, 
aa appear by this last bloody actionand he was 
therefore dismissed the Company’s service and soul; 
to Eagland by the first ship. 

The following Will, which is entered in the con¬ 
sultation book of this period, furnishes curious 
pieture of social life, 

“ In the name of God, Amen, this thirteenth 
day of May in the year of our Lord one thousands 
seven hundred and twelve, I, Thomas Saunders of 
Bengal* mariner, make this my last Will and Testa,- 
moot, in maunev and fern', Moving. First, 3 
commit my sold into the hands of God that gave 
it, and ray body to he decently buried as my Exe¬ 
cutors shall think convenient. As for those world¬ 
ly goods it has pleased Almighty God to bestow 
upon me, T give and bequeath in manner and form 
following ; viz, 

“ To my Uncle Kichard Saunders ChUdtm, on 
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account of an adventure which was lost in the 
ship that I cam . to Lidia, valued at one hundred 
and tev pounds sterling or thereabouts* sixteen 
hvMdwd rupees If they give no further tremble to 
tnv estate. Otherwise no more than the Law will 
give them. 

u To a slave girl, named Clara, her liberty, with 
all her jewels and five hundred rupees; and if 
brought to bed Wiihirt eight months and a half 
after my leaving Bengali being the :wenty-third 
day of January one thousand Seven hundred eleven 
twelve, I bequeath unto the said child fout thou¬ 
sand rupees and to be under the care of my 'Me* 
outers. A aiav o boy named Tompcy 1 give his 
liberty, and five rupees per month during his life. 
A slave boy named Anthony, his freedom. If tin. 
said child that I bequeathed four tlious&nd rupees 
<Ues afore it cVuues to age or married, then the said 
four thousand rupees shall go to my son John 
Saunders. 

“ The remainder paii cf my estate I bequeath 
unto my son John Saunders, after my debts are 
paid. If ray son should (lie I give my -wife, that 
was now Mrs. Maltha Bingley, four thousand ru¬ 
pees, and each Executor four thousand rupees ; 
the remainder part of my estate after the said 
Legacies above and my debts are paid unto my 
loving brothers John and Richard Saunders, 

64 I appoint executors to see this my last will 
and Testament executed, rny esteemed friends Mr. 
James Williamson of Bengal and Mr. Charles 
Boone of Madras ; arid to manage iny estate to 
the best advantage till my spn comes of age. I 
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allow my said Executors the power of remitting;' 
looney to England for the use of my sou, i< there, 
and (oxiploymg my estate to sea, ii they shall tlviuk 
cow' enient for my son’s best advantage; I put 
iuy son Avholly under the care ox niy said Execu¬ 
tors till of age. In witness whereof I have here¬ 
unto put my hand and seal in Gotnbrooue the day 
and year above mentioned. 55 

Thomas Savndkrs. 

Our next extract will explain itself. 

« Thursday, 8tli October, 171B. The present 
Nabob Sadatulla Khan, having received a i)mwm 
from the new King heroic sere, confirming him in 
the Government of these parts • upon which die 
’drench and Dutch have presented him each to the 
amount of a thousand pagodas or thereabouts ; 
and having lately received a message by a ho|^| 
man from him, that if we do not forthwith deliver 
up the villages he intends to come and take pos¬ 
session of them. 5 5 

Agreed that a present be sent to the amount 
of about five hundred pagodas, and lodged in the 
hands of Sunka llama at Areot, to be presented 
the Nabob by way of congratulation on account 
ot his new dignity ; but that it be a clause in the 
instructions to Sunk a Kanin, not to part with it 
before he gets assurances that we shall have no 
further troubles about the villages; .mid this to be 
done as from himself, because we will insist upon 
the goodness of our title and reserve a light to 
defend them, upon occasion. . 

The \eai 1718 closed with a singular rebellion 
at Fort at. Favul. Our readers will remember 



that Mr. Haworth, the Deputy Governor, hail gal¬ 
lantly conducted the defence of the place ngainM 
Serope Singh, Rajah of' Gitvjee. They will now 
be surprised to hear that this same Mr. Haworth, 
openly rebelled against the authority of Governor 
Harrison. The story is best told iu the' following 
extracts from the consultations. 

“ Monday, 5th October. The President offers 
to the Board that the 'Method established by the 
Bight Honorable Company for carrying on their 
mercantile affairs, and for the Government of their 
Garrisons and Factories, has been entirely neglect¬ 
ed and despised by the Deputy Governor of .Fort 
St. David, who has assumed to himself a liberty 
of acting as if he was independant of this Board. 
Consultations are neglected ; Paymaster’s and Cash 
accounts arc fictitious and irregularly passed ; and 
our strictest orders have been contemned. lie lias 
promoted and commissioned officers of the Garri¬ 
son unknown to this Board. He hah considerably 
increased the pay and allowances of several per¬ 
sons, particularly in Diet money to the Gentlemen 
of Council, three pagodas per month each, and 
almost all other expcnces in general. He has laid 
out considerabli sums in building, and has lei; out 
the Company's bounds to rent without our know¬ 
ledge or consent, lie has used the Company’s 
merchants very barbarously, whereby they have 
been necessitated to seek protection and re¬ 
drew from this Board. lie returns no an¬ 
swers to such persons us have largo and just de¬ 
mands upon him; with many other irregularities, 
which this Board ought not to bear with any 
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longer, lest the Honorable Company’* affairs 
should be brought into irrecoverable confusion 

‘ The President further offers to the Board 
several paragraphs of their general letters, as also a 
copy of a paper or protest signed by Mr. Haworth 
and Council , which were read and considered ; and 
the Board came to the following Resolution. 

“That whereas the Deputy Governor in his 
name, declares our proceedings (in sending for the 
Company's merchants up hither at their repeated 
request) to be highly prejudicial to the Com])any s 
interest; and that of this place ; we are obliged to 
justify ourselves in as plain and public a manner 
as possible to our Bight Honorable Employers ; 
though we cannot but think it an inexcusable piece 
of presumption in Mr. Haworth to send us such a 
charge in a geneva 1 letter from a subordinate 
Factory, which is giving encouragement to . those 
under him by his example to dispute and disobey 
onr orders hereafter. 

“ Agreed that a charge be brought in against 
Robert Haworth Esq. Deputy Governor of Fort 
St. David, containing such articles as can be)idly 
proved, without any room for dispute. 

“ Monday, 5th October. All the foregoing pre¬ 
mises having been fully considered and debated 
the following question was put: 

“ Q. Whether this Board is not obliged upon 
the charge now read, and other circumstances Con¬ 
curring, to remove .Robert Haworth Esq. Iron* the 
Government of Fort St. .David ? 

“ Agreed in the affirmative ncrnine contra die - 
ente. 




u Q. Whether lie shall be suspended or die- 
missed ? 

“ Agreed imajiimously that he be suspended, 
that his commission he revoked and superseded, 
the same to be signified in a general letter to him 
with orders for him to repair hither when his 
charge shall be delivered him.” 

“ Agreed and ordered that Mr. Henry Daven¬ 
port be commissioned as commissary and Pro vi¬ 
sional Deputy Governor of Port St. David, to set 
out this evening, in order to receive the Govern¬ 
ment from Air. Robert Ita worth* 

w Sunday, IHh October. The President com¬ 
municates to the Board a letter from Henry 
Davenport Esq., advising us, that, upon his arrival 
at the edge of the bounds of Fort St. David, he 
dispatched Lieutenant Porricr before with our letter 
to Mr, Haworth, and, a short one from himself. 
To which Mr. Enwortli in a short time returned 
answer v that he would not allow him any authority 
to rule there by whatever commission he could 
receive from ns. All the outworks were alarmed 
with the usual signals for enemies when Mr. 
Davenport entered the bounds ; and when he came 
to Tcvenapatam gate, he was denied entrance by 
shutting it upon hiim and the officer’s declaring 
he had an order not to let him in. All th, Council 
came in to Mr. Davenport, except Mr. Eicbarcl 
Harrison. Ensign Hobbs being posted at the 
Garden with a hundred men, Mr. Davenport sent 
to him for admittance there ; but he sent word 
that he would obey no orders but Mr. Haworth’s, 
and that if he offered to come into the Garden with 
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nny peons or -soldiers, lie would fire upon him. 
Upon which, finding the whole Garrison debauched 
from their duty (except, old Captain llugoniu and 
some other of the officers which were confined 
before hand), lie was forced to retire out of the 
bounds to a choultry about fi ve miles distance, 
for the security of his life and the treasure lie has 
with Mm , Mr. Haworth having given out several, 
unaccountable orders to some ot the officers, and 
publicly threatened to cut him off. 

“ I his affair being debated, with the greatest 
concern to see a whole Garrison of five hundred 
men and upwards, seduced by some false persua¬ 
sions from their duty to our Right Honorable 
Employers, and commanded openly to resist our 
orders' which may he of very ill consequence 
hereafter, ' 

“ Agreed that it is not safe for Mr. Davenport 
to remain where he is, considering the small guard 
h has with him and the threatening expressions 
Mr. Ra worth has lifted. 

“ Ordered that he do forthwith return hither 
and bring with him the Gentlemen of the -Port St. 
David Council (that cannot safely return into the 
Bounds), to inform us of several necessary joints 
before we can come to any further resolution.’ 

“ Monday, 12th October. A general letter 
■ from Henry Davenport Esq. and Council dated the 
lOth instant from Momipa’s choultry ; read also a 
private letter from Mr. Davenport to the 1 resi¬ 
dent ; advising that Mr. Bichard Harrison is as 
active in this rebellion as any officer in the Garri ¬ 
son ; that the council now with him (Mr. Davcii- 
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port) affirm tlial by the promotion of several 
o/iica-& and increasing their pay, IMr. Haworth 
has the majority entirely at command, and that he 
>penly declares lie wilt stick at nothing to be re- 
v'eiig’eil. They add further that he has held no 
consultation, since August; transacting the Com¬ 
pany’.- Itairs wholly by turn soil'. 

l< The President’s private letter being wrote 
after the General advices, that Ensigns Paddle 
and Handlou were come over to Mr* Davenport, 
and acquainted him that the Garrison was in 
great confusion and most of them would follow, 
if they] were, sure of a place to resort to;'that 
they had received no pay for two months past, 
which is very surprising to us considering that we 
know they are in? cash, though they have kept the 
account so long from ns. 

f < Agreed that orders be immediately sent to 
Mr, Davenport to remain where he is, and see 
what the Garrison will do ; that a party of sixty 
chosen men be forthwith sent away to be landed 
at Pondicherry for a guard to Mr. Davenport and 
the others, against any sudden attempt of the 
despar&does; and that a protest be drawn up 
against Mr. Haworth for this unwarrantable way 
of proceeding.” 

“ Thursday, 15th October. A general letter 
from Henry Davenport Esq., dated the. 13th di¬ 
stant read, advising that he has dropped declara¬ 
tions and copies of his commission at the several 
guards, which has had a very good effect and oc¬ 
casioned many men coming in ; that whole Gar¬ 
rison seem inclinable to return to their duty, and 
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that lie has now so w any men with him that he 
is forced to draw towards Pondicherry for assist¬ 
ance to maintain them. 


“ Agreed that it be an instruction to Henry 
Davenport Ilsq., and Council to avoid as much as 
possible corning to blows ; and not to attack any 
party or post, unless obliged to it for their own 
safety ; but to use all peaceable methods of re¬ 
covering the men to their duty, promising them 
full pardon and their arrears. 

“ Agreed that Mr. William Warre and (he 
Kevd. Mr. George Lewis be immediately sent 
down with, proper instructions to persuade Mr. 
Itaworth to reason, by representing the ;ill conse¬ 
quences that are likely to attend his rash way of 
proceeding,” 

“ Monday, 19th October. The President lays 
before the hoard several letters from Henry Da¬ 
venport Esq., advising that finding himself strong 
enough he marched into the bounds on the 17th 
very peaceably, finding all the out guards desert¬ 
ed ; and that lie put a serjeant with, twenty men 
into one of the most considerable to protect it 
from the country enemy. After which he march¬ 
ed to the Garden* where he found Ensign 
Ilobbs posted with about fifty men, whom he 
summoned to their duty. Put they absolutely re¬ 
fused to surrender, and he would not force them, 
though it was very practicable, for fear of shed¬ 
ding blood. But while they were parleying, they 
were saluted with a twenty-four pounder from the 
Port that fell within twenty yards of Mr* Daven¬ 
port, After which he marched away and took 
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possession of Cuddalore, that was also entirely 
deserted; in their vay being open to the Fort, 
they were again saluted with -a twenty-four 
pounder, which fell among them, but by God’s 
good providence did no harm. 

“ Agreed that Henry Davenport Esq. and 
Oounci 1 . remain at Cuddalore, endeavouring to 
save our bounds without committing any acts of 
hostility, whilst Mr. Wavre and Mr. Lewis are 
endeavouring to terminate this unhappy affair ; 
and that they do set the merchants to work as 
fast as possible to procure Long Cloth and Sal- 
lamp ores.” 

“Wednesday, 21st October. The President 
communicates a letter from Henry Davenport Esq., 
advising that lie has put men into as many of the 
out guards as lie can spare from Cuddalore. But 
that on the 18th instant Mr. Ra worth sent a party 
of horse to bm the men out ofCondapah Choultry, 
who dismounted and summoned them within to sur¬ 
render • which being refused they fired upon them 
and threw in several Granndoes, which wounded 
some of the men and killed one outright. The Ser¬ 
jeant that commanded immediately fired afield piece 
with partridge shot, which killed two and wound¬ 
ed thiue more of the attackers; Upon which the 
rest fled, leaving five of their horses behind them. 
The Serjeant being so near the Fort, and at least 
six miles distance from Cuddalore, dreading a 
more dangerous attack in the night, when he could 
not be supported, withdrew in time to Cuddalore 
and the five horses with him. Mr. Haworth just 
before the attack was made, fired three great shots 


WNtSTQy. 



?tt the Choultry from Tevenapatam, which fell very 
near them.” 


Friday, 23rd October. “ A general letter front 
Henry Davenport, Esq., anti Council, dated the 
19th instant read, advising that those who remain 
in the Fort and at the Garden with Mr. Haworth* 
arc already reduced to such necessities that many 
of them would get away if they could. 

u A letter from Messrs. Wavre and Lewis, dated 
the 20fch instant, read, advising their reception by 
Mr. Uaworfch ; that they had fairly laid all matters 
before bunas recommended in our i restrictions, 
tfpoti which he desired sometime to consider there- 
on, mid he would give them an answer in the 
evening, seeming in very good temper; that they 
went to Cuddalore and returned to him about five 
o’clock, when he very briefly answered that pro- 
yided the Governor wouldcome in [k.rson, he would 
immediately resign, upon condition that those who 
hacl been faithful to him (as he calls it) should be 
treated with superior respect to such as deserted. 
I'port which they desired time to receive our 
answer, and got his consent to forbear all acts of 
hostility till then. This matter being debated, 

“ Agreed .that as matters now stand here with 
iho Kabul), and considering the necessary prepara¬ 
tions to load our shipping' that are expected early 
from "Bengal, it is no way convenient for the Pre¬ 
sident !o leave this place ; especially when Mr. 
ha worth insists on such terms as are impossible 
for ua to consent to ; since it is no better than 
confessing ourselves in the wrong, and eucourag- 
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ing others hereafter to follow this wicked and per¬ 
nicious example. 

u it was also considered that if the Nabob 
should come to St. Thome, as is credibly reported, 
the President cannot coxae back hither till Febru¬ 
ary by sea; nor can lie come by land without pass¬ 
ing through his camp at his mercy, since he can 
have no body of men with him lit to force his way. 

“ Agreed that a letter he wrote to Mr. William 
Wane and the llev. Mr. George Lewis, requiring 
them to see Mr. Haworth once more, and oiler him 
o#y 1 hing that is in our power to grant., pro¬ 
vided he will .surrender quietly without any further 
troubles or mischief. 

" Agreed that a short commission he given Mr. 
William Wane to receive the Government at Mr. 
IlawortVa hands, if he should consent, and io 
make all easy, insisting only upon not seeing Mr. 
.Davenport before lie comes away hither. 

iC Agreed that if Mr. Haworth does not accept 
the terms offered him in our letter of this date, 
Mr. Wurre arid the Rev. Mr. Lewis be permitted 
to return.” 

“ Wednesday, 28th October. General letter 
from Messrs. Davenport : Warre and Lewis, dated 
24th instant read, advising that the two latter 
having been with. Mr. Haworth that same day, 
found him in much worse temper than ever pe¬ 
remptorily declaring that he would resign the Fort 
to none but the President himself, 

u A letter from Henry Davenport Esq. singly 
of the f ame date read, when in he says, he is very 
well assured Mr. Itaworth will not deliver up even 
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to the President himself, and that there is no way 
but to starve him out. 

“ Sunday, 1st November. The President pro¬ 
duces a letter from Mr. William Warn and the 
Itev. Mr. George Lewis, dated the 27th, wherein 
they say that though they must acknowledge 
themselves mistaken as to Mr. Haworth’s sin¬ 
cerity, they are still of opinion', the Governor’s 
presence would soon put an end to all disputes. 
The foregoing words being considered and debat¬ 
ed, and the President acquainting the Hoard that 
by the last advices from Sunka Kama at A.rcot, 
matters are likely to be, fairly accommodated with 
the Nabob about the villages, 

“ Agreed that there seems an absolute necessity 
for the President to set out for Fort St. David, as 
soon as the rivers will permit, in order to put an 
end" to the present troubles if possible before 
further mischief is done. 

“ Agreed that a party of sixty men be despatch¬ 
ed away before hand to Pondicherry, for a guard 
to wait the President’s arrival; and that a hundred 
Pagodas be advanced the ensign to defray their 
expense?.” 

“ Wednesday, 4th November. This evening the 
Honorable President attended by the Rev. Mr. 
Stevenson, Lieutenant Roach, and Messrs. Theo¬ 
balds, Bufldey, Maubert, Nannev, Langlier, Tur¬ 
ner, and Richardson set out overland for Fort St. 
David. 

“ Friday, 6th November. A. general letter from 
the Honorable President and Mr. William Wurre, 
dated the 5 th November, read, enclosing several 
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letters and papers the Honorable President inet 
upon the Road, and advising that they have fired 
six. shots into Cuddalore from the Fort‘in one day, 
bat d pleased God they did no damage; that some 
deserters daily came in, and that Henry Davenport 
Esq. has possessed himself of Condo pa Choultry 
and Horse tail point, in order to facilitate,the 
Honorable President’s entry into the Bounds. 

“ A general letter from Henry Davenport, Esq. 
and Council dated the 3rd instant read, wherein 
they acquaint us that they were in great hopes Mr. 
.Raworth and bis adherents, would by this time 
have been reduced to a veiy low condition for want 
of provisions. But that contrary to their expecta¬ 
tions, and to the promise made to the Deputy 
Governor from the Gentlemen at Pondicherry no 
ways to assist them, of which lie reminded Gover¬ 
nor Duskier in his letters dated 29th ultimo and 
3rd instant , notwithstanding which there was a 
chclinga sent them full of provisions. They fur¬ 
ther advise the sloop, that was sent down with 
stores for Cuddalore, as she passed by Fort St. 
David they fired three shots at her ; but that she 
continued her course for the road and that Mus- 
sodas were gone off to bring the stores ashore. 
They also remit as their account cash for the month 
of October, balance being six thousand three hun¬ 
dred and ninety-five pagodas 

" Thursday, 12th November. Another of the 
10th informs that after the hopes they had of 
bringing matters to an end that they found Mr. 
Raworth the same fickle and unfaithful man as 
veer; that they had scut the same persons in that 
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morning with such terms ns they thought, he 
neither could nor would refuse; hut were strangely 
surprized at their return to find he absolutely re¬ 
fused what he gave under his hand the day before ; 
which was that if the Governor insisted ho would 
bring the keys of the Port where he pleased ; that 
they had ottered to venture into the Port if 
he would permit Captain Hoad to go in first with 
fifty men for the Governor’s Guard. For which 
his answer w.:$ under his hand, that lie would not 
suifrr the Gov< i nor to enter with any guard, and 
several other e uvaganeies ; so that, they can see 
uo hopes of his being brought to better temper 
whilst he is able to hold out.” 

“ Sunday, 22nd November. General letter from 
the Honorable Edward Harrison Eaq., Messrs. 
Davenport and Warre dated 20th instant read, 
wherein they acquaint us that having perused the 
Fort St. David cash accounts from April 1712, 
and by what they can learn from the Council &o., 
Mr. Haworth ought now to have a balance by him 
of seventeen thousand pagodas, which they took 
to be one of his chief reasons for acting in 
this unaccountable manner ; that Mr. .Haworth 
and his adherents being cooped up in the 
Fort and in want of provisions arc very un¬ 
easy ; that some desert him daily, but not 
without the risk of their lives. They add that 
on the 18th in the morning Mr. Haworth saluted 
them in the Garden with a fourteen pounder ; but 
afterwards made an apology that a drunken Dutch¬ 
man fired the gun, between sleeping and waking, 
that happened to be pointed that way ; that on 
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the 19th at night the President, being accompani¬ 
ed with all the Madras (gentlemen, went into 
Tevenapatam to visit the men posted there ; and 
having been for sometime in the streets, they were 
briskly entertained freer the batteries with all the 
guns they could bring to hear, besides their smell 
shot, in the reach of which they happened to be ; 
but by Good Providence no mischief was done ; 
that they returned them a Gttlverin salute from 
Patclmree hill, which went through Mr. Haworth’s 
lodgings, as they learn from deserters ; that several 
of the men sallied from the Fort, but were warmly 
received, and two very dangerously wounded, which 
made them return faster than they come out.’* 

“ Tuesday, 1st December. General letter from 
the Honorable Edward Harrison, Esq. and Mr. 
William Warre, dated 29th ultimo read, wherein 
they acquaint us that they have not as yet brought 
Mr. Haworth to an accommodation ; and that they 
are fearful they must be obliged to consent to Ids 
going to Ponciicheri-y to reside there and settle 
bis "account; and if so Governor Dusivier is to 
give his parole that in case satisfaction is not 
given us in fifteen days he. will deliver Mr. Ha¬ 
worth to us at Fort Si. George.’* 

“ Monday, 7th December. From the Honora¬ 
ble President and Mr. William Warre, dated the 
2nd instant, advising but that that rooming the 
Honorable President entered the Port, according to 
articles of agreement passed between him and 
Council and Mr. Haworth ; who received him at 
the head of his rebellious drew in such a manner 
as none but Mr. Haworth could be capable of; 
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seem hi g no ways concerned for the many ill actions 
he has' committed in this atlair. There was n 
hundred and thirty men under arms in the Tort, of 
whom eighty Europeans, who seemed to be as 
stout' men as any in the Company’s service. 
Every thing was found in confusion ; which will 
require the. President’s longer stay than he expect¬ 
ed , as also to settle the Garrison and separate 
those he found in the Fort, that it may not here¬ 
after be in their power to act the like again.” 

“ Monday, 7th December. Henry Davenport 
acquaints the Board, that he this afternoon receiv¬ 
ed a private letter from the Honorable President, 
dated the 5th advising that Thomas Frederick, 
Esq. arrived at Port, St. David that night; and 
that the next day in the evening the Honorable 
President designed to depart thence for Fort St. 
George, expecting to reach the Mount, to-morrow 
night, where lie desired the Gentlemen of the 
Council would go and wait upon him. 

1 Monday, SlatDecember. The following gene¬ 
ral letters read. From the Governor . of Pondi¬ 
cherry dated 30th instant (new style) advising 
that Mr. Ravrorth, having publicly demanded 
their king’s protection and passage upon their 
ships for France, which they cannot refuse him 
without e xposing themselves to their king’s dis¬ 
pleasure. 

C4 The President likewise produces a letter from 
Father Thomas de Poictiers, Capuchin of the 
Church here, whom he has employed at Pondi¬ 
cherry to solicit the Governor and Council on this 
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affair j wherein the said Father Thomas advises 
that one of the principal reasons why Mr. Kaworth 
refused to come hither and settle his account with, 
us, was that lio had seen a letter from a member 
of this Board to a person at Fort St. David, men¬ 
tioning that it was resolved to have him assassi¬ 
nated. Every member now present solemnly de¬ 
clares, and offers to take his oath if required, that 
he never gave him any such advices, nor ever 
heard the Governor say any thing tending that 
way. 

“ The Governor for himself solemnly protests 
before God that he abhors the very thought of so 
barbarous an action ; though he can bring suffi¬ 
cient proof that Mr. Baworth, when Deputy Go¬ 
vernor of Fort St. David, did more than once 
t hreaten the same to him. 

“ It being debated what measures are most 
proper for us to take, upon this extraordinary pro¬ 
ceeding of the Governor and Councils of .Pondi¬ 
cherry ; agreed that we defer r Mining to a resolu¬ 
tion thereupon till Father Thomas returns from 
Pondicherry.” 

“ Thursday, 24th December. Me. Haworth's 
answer to the proposals made him in the Go¬ 
vernor's name by Padre Thome read which is full 
of notorious falsities and calumny without any 
manner of ground or proof and of a piece with all 
the rest of his behaviour, and upon the whole it 
appears very plain that he will do or suffer any¬ 
thing rather than come to a fair account for what 
he has had under hip charge.” 
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This extraordinary affair ended shortly after¬ 
wards in Mr. Haworth’s departure to France ; 
and it is a singular circumstance that he died at 
Baris, just as the Directors of the Company were 
preparing to prosecute him in England. 
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CHAPTER XXVH. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF Mil, EDWARD HaRRISON. 

( Continued,) 

1714—7. 

Before proceeding further with our extracts from 
the records of the Governorship of Mr. Edward 
Harrison, it will be necessary to glance at the con¬ 
temporary state of India. Shah Aulum, eldest 
son of Aurimg7,!'be, had died in 1712 ; and a 
struggle ensued between hjjgfour sons which termi¬ 
nated in the establishment of Jehandar Shah on the 
throne of Delhi. Jebandar Shah owed his eleva¬ 
tion to the support of ZuUikar Khan, but his vices 
rapidly lowered him in the eyes of his subjects, 
and excited the religious hostility of all who re¬ 
spected the precepts of the Prophet. A drunken 
sovereign, ruled by a concubine who had onco been 
a public dancer, and frequently appearing in the 
streets of Delhi in a condition which but too 
plainly indicated liis vices, was not the potentate 
who could long hope to maintain his authority 
over a distracted empire like that of the Moguls, 
Two Seiads, or descendants of the Prophet, advo¬ 
cated the cause of Feroksere, a nephew of J ehandar 
Shah. Forces were raised, the imperial army was 
defeated, and Jebandar Shah and his minister 
Zuifikar Khan were both taken and put to death. 


/ 

|lir$Kw 
/. ^ 


214 HISTORY OF MADRAS. [ini~7- 

Feroksere now ascended the throne at Delhi, 
and ruled the empire from 1713 to 1720, His 
reign thus corresponds to about four years of the 
Governorship of Mr. Harrison, and throe years of 
his successor Mr. Collett. It is remarkable from 
the fact that a mission was at this time sent to 
Delhi by the English Governor of Calcutta ; and 
many advantages, including the disputed out vil¬ 
lages near Madras, and the Zemindarship of some 
villages in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, were nt 
that time obtained from the Mogul. Fortunately 
copies of most of the original dispatches from the 
English envoys at Delhi to the Governors of Cal¬ 
cutta and Madras, have been preserved in the 
Madras records ; and these documents throw a 
flood of light upon the intrigues of the period, and 
enable us to obtain a clear picture of the court of 
the Great Mogul This mission arrived in Delhi 
in 1715 and left it in 1717, and thus extended 
over a period of two years. As it is a subject ot 
imperial interest rather than of local interest, we 
shall not incorporate the narrative embodied in 
the dispatches with the history of Mr. Harrison's 
administration, but reserve it for a future and sepa¬ 
rate chapter. 

As regards the changes more immediately effect - 
ing the Madras Presidency, we may remark tlvat 
Cheen Kulich Khan, variously spelt in the records, 
had been appointed Subah of the Dekkern under 
the title of .Nr/am-ool-Moolk; m individual 
who is remarkable in the history of Southern In¬ 
dia as the founder of the present kingdom of the 
Dekkan. Our old friend Dawood Khan obtained 
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the Soubahship of Guzerat in place of Golconda, 
but was killed iti a battle a year or two af&r wards. 
At the same time Sadatulla Khan continued 
Nabob of the Carnatic, arid effected the reduction 
of the great fortress of Ginjee, which bad been de¬ 
fended by the son of that Serope Singh, who lias 
already been introduced to our readers as the Rajah 
who nearly succeeded in cap tring Fort St David. 

We now turn to the local annals of the Presi¬ 
dency. The records of the remaining period of 
Mr. Harrison's Governorship contain but few mat¬ 
ters worthy of interest. The reduction of Ginjee 
in 1714 is thus noticed in the consultation books. 

“ Saturday, 9th October 1714. General letter 
from the Deputy Governor aud Council of Fort 
Si. David, dated the bth instant, advising that 
our Nabob Sadatulla Khan had drawn all his forces 
round Ginjee, aud summoned Serope Singh's son 
to surrender, upon pretence of an order from Court 
to take possession of that place ; which he refused 
to do, and making a desperate sally with about 
300 Rajpoots, was very near killing the Nabob; 
having cut the harness of his Elephant with, his 
own hands. But timely succour coming into 
the Nabob's rescue, Tejah Sing, Serope Singh’s 
3 Cn, with Molmbut Khan and several others of the 
principal men belonging to Ginjee, were overpower¬ 
ed and cut off, so that it is believed Ginjee will 
surrender in a few days.” On the 15th of Novem¬ 
ber the news arrived that Ginjee was captured by 
Sadatulla Khan. 

The following strange revelation appears in a 
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.petition addressed by one Dr. Thomas to the Go¬ 
vernor ih Council, dated 9 th November, 1714. 

“ The humble petition of Doctor Thomas. 
u Showeth, 

“ That your petitioner's father-in-law Lewis de 
Mclho in ids life time held a converse with, one 
of his slaves named lgnaeia near the space 
of thirty years; living with her in a separate 
house, and entrusting the greatest part of his 
estate in her hands, and taking no notice of his 
wife or daughter. But upon his death bed re¬ 
penting himself of the ills lie had done, he asked 
pardon of his wife for Iris ill usage of her ; and 
declared that the said lgnaeia had been the cause 
of it by the power of medicines she had given Kiln, 
and that he had delivered into her charge 2600 
pagodas in money, besides jewels ana medicines 
of value. And be did appoint and constitute his 
said wife and daughter heiresses to his estate ; as 
appears by a certificate under the hand of the Rev. 
Padre Paschal! Perciva de Oivntra. But now $0 
it is, may it please your Honor that the said 
lgnaeia refuses to deliver up or g.ve- any account 
of the said estate; though it can be ^ proved by 
witnesses that she has divers things of a large value 
as well as money in her possession. Wherefore 
your petitioner, in behalf of his mother-in-law 
Prancisca and his wife Isabella, humbly prays that 
your ‘Honor will oblige the said slave to make a 
true discovery and surrender of all those things in 
her possession, belonging to the estate ot the de¬ 
ceased Mr. Lewis de Mciho, that so they may 
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hare their right, and he as in duty bound shall 
ever pray/’ 

The Governor and Council ordered that the 
good* should be secured* but referred the matter 
to the decision, of the heads of their Castes, 

On the 1st of August, 1714, died Queen Anne, 
and the crown of England thus descended to 
George I. The event passed off quietly and more 
than eight months passed away before the news 
reached Madras. It vjflll be seen from the follow¬ 
ing entry, that the Presidency still kept early 
hours. 

“ Friday, 8th April, 1715. The letter read 
advising the unfortunate death of Her late Majesty 
Queen Anne, and the happy accession of Mis most 
serene Highness the Elector of Hanover and 
Brunswick to the Imperial crown of Great Britain 
under the title of King George ; at nine o’clock this 
morning the Mayor and A ldermen* attended with 
the proper officers and a company of soldiers be¬ 
longing to the Garrison, proclaimed his Koval 
Majesty King George ; and at noon there was an 
entertainment made for the council and all the 
chief inhabitants of the place, at which his Royal 
Majesty,-the Prince of Wales, the "Royal family 
and the Honorable Company's health? were drank, 
anti guns fired at each.” 

The following extract concerning the Capuchin 
Friars, is a curious testimony to their character at 
this time. 

" Monday, the 12th December 1715. " Ed¬ 

ward Harrison Esq., President of and for all the 
Eight Honorable United English East India Com- 
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panVs affairs on this coast of Coromandel and 
Orissa, in the Ginjee and Mahrafcta countries, 
Commander in Chief of all the forces, which now 
•are or hereafter may or shall be employed lor the 
Service of the said United Company under this 
Presidency, and Governor of the Fort St. George, 
St. .“David, and Council. To all to whom these 
presents shall come Greeting. 

f< Know ye, that the Keverend the Capucin 
Fathers of the French nation that officiate in the 
Portuguese Church of this place, and others of the 
same nation aiicl order at Pondicherry that formerly 
resided here, having made application to us for 
our assistance to justify themselves from. several 
aspersioits that have lately been east upon them 
in France by their inveterate enemies; in order to 
blast their reputation and render them contampti ■ 
ble in these parts of the world, and having in order 
thereto humbly proposed the following queries. 

“1st. Whether the Capucin Fathers that have 
dwelt and officiated in this city of Madras from 
the first settlement to this time, viz. Ephraim de 
IS e vers, Zenon de Eauge, Cosme de $ien, Jacques 
de Bourges, Esprit de Tom Laurent d’Engoule- 
rae, Michael Ange de Bourges, IRene d’Engouleme, 
and Thomas de Poitiers; they or any of them ever 
behaved themselves otherwise than became their 
sacred function as Missionaries and persons in 
Pieligious orders, or whether they have given any 
cause for scandal by their deportment. 

Whether they have eye? had any quarrels 
or differences among ‘themselves, which obliged 
them to have recourse to our Tribunal for an ac- 
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commodafcion, and particularly Father . Esprit de 
Tours with Father Michael Ange before mentioned. 

“ 3rd. Whether the Capucin Fathers of Madras 
or those of Pondicherry, particularly Father Esprit 
tie Tours, either now have or ever had any money 
at Interest or otherwise in eCash of the Right 
Honorable Campany our Masters. 

“ 4th. Whether Father Thomaide Poitiers, now 
residing and officiating here, ever bought or sold 
1500 chests of Persia wine, as he is accused of 
having done in the year 1713, or before or since 
that time. 

“ To the first article we are obliged to declare 
that the Capucin Fathers above named, who have 
had the care of the mission in this city of Madras 
from the first establishment thereof to the present 
time by permission of our Right Honorable Mas¬ 
ters, have always demeaned themselves in so hand¬ 
some a maimer, both in spiritual and temporal 
affairs, as to give no just cause of complaint to m 
their representatives ; their conduct has been regu¬ 
lar anrl agreeable to their profession, nor have wo 
ever heard of or remarked any action of theirs that 
could occasion the least scandal to their order. 

“ To the second article, wc never heard, nor 
can we find upon examining our Registers, that 
any of the said Capucin Fathers, particularly the 
persons before mentioned in this article, ever 
had any difference, which obliged them to have re¬ 
course to this or any other Tribunal here for a de¬ 
cision. 

To the third article, we must declare it to be 
a, notorious falsity that the Capucin Father of Ma- 
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dfas or Pondfeherry, or of any other pitted, ever 
had any money or effects at Interest or otherwise 
in the Right Honorable Company’s cash that we 
know of. 

To the fourth article, we know it to be very 
false that Father Tb hns de Poitiers bought or 
sold 5 00 chests of wine in 1713, either he or any 
other of the saiqe order; and we further ccruily 
that none of *;he Capucins before mentioned have 
ever been known to be concerned in any wort of 
commerce whatsoever* In witness whereof we 
have at their humble request given them this our 
certificate, which could not in conscience be re¬ 
fused. Done in Fort St. George this 12th day of 
December 1715', and sealed with the.Right Honor¬ 
able Company’s seal.’ - ’ 

From this testimony to the character of the 
Capuchin Fathers we turn to the proceedings of 
the Protestant inhabitants. The chenm set on foot 
for a Charity School in Madras has already been 
noticed ; and the following copy of the Rules will 
be found curious and interesting. 

££ Rules for the better establishing and manage¬ 
ment of the Charity School, erected by the unani¬ 
mous consent of the Vestry of St. Mary’s parish 
in Fort St. George, on the 28th October 1715. 

c ‘ That in some convenient place within the 
English town, there he proper accommodation made 
at first for 30 poor Protestant Children, diet and 
education gratis. 

£< That the Scholars be trained up to a practical 
sense of religion, and be particularly instructed in 
the doctrines of the Chinch of England as by law 
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established ; and therefore no person shall hi; 
capable of being master of the School unless lie be 
qualified according to the acts of Parliament. 

“ That the children, whether boys or girls, shall 
be taken into the School house at live year* of age 
or thereabout ; and be put out to service or ap¬ 
prenticeships when they are about 13 years old. 
And while they are entertained in the School, the 
boys shall be taught?to read, write, cast accounts, 
or what they may be further capable of, and the 
girls shall be instructed iu reading and the neces¬ 
sary parts of house wifeiy. 

“ Thai no scholar shall be taken in, nor 
any matter of moment transacted, without the 
previous consent of the Honorable Governor for 
ih :> time being. 

“ That besides the Ministers and Church war¬ 
dens, w ho shall always be overseers of the Charity 
School, there be three others chosen yearly by the 
"Vestry for the better management and more care¬ 
ful inspection of t.lie affairs of the School; and in 
order thereunto, that the said overseers (or at least 
four of them) meet every week at the Vestry, and 
keep Minutes of what they agree upon (if it be of 
auy moment) to be laid before the Governor for 
his approbation. 

“ That one of the overseers annually chosen by 
the Vestry shall at tire same time be nominated 
Treasurer to the School, and be obliged l o. keep 
exact regular accounts of the School stock and ex¬ 
penses ; to be laid before every Vestry, and before 
the other overseers, or any of the contributors, 
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when they require it at any of their weekly meet- 
ings or otherwise., 

«* That when the Cash belonging to the bchooL 
stock shall amount to the sum of 1,000 pagodas, 
it shall be employed at sea, or let. out m interest, 
bv the treasurer, with the advice ot the rest of the 
overseers, and the consent of the Governor ; and 
if the money cannot be thus employed, that it bo 
lent to the Church at the usual interest. 

“ That all Bonds, .Deeds of conveyance, and 
other writs for the use and benefit of the Charity 
School, shall be drawn and granted in the name of 
the Treasurer and otaer overseers for the time 
being. 

“That all Legacies, Gifts, and. Benefactions to 
the School, whether of money or other things, he 
duly entered by the Treasurer in a Book to be kept 
for that purpose, which he shall sign at the foot 

of every page. , „ 

“ That no part of the School stock shah on any 
pretence whatsoever be employed to any purpose, 
or in any manner, but what is agreeable to the 
original design and institution above expressed. 

« That in all difficult cases and disputes about 
any matter of consequence, the overseers shall 
make application to the Governor for calling a 
vestry, wherein all such matters shall be deter¬ 
mined by the majority of the contributors. 

“ That the aforesaid articles shall be the standing 
roles and fundamental constitutions of the Charity 
School, according to which the overseers shall al ¬ 
ways be obliged to act. And therefore that the 
said rules shall be registered in the beginning oi a 
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Book, wherein the said overseers shall cuter.nil the 
subsequent orders and regulations w liich they may 
have occasion to make hereafter concerning the 
said, school; providing that such subsequent or¬ 
ders shall be first approved by the Governor and 
Council for the time bang, 5 * 

In connection with this subject we make the fol¬ 
lowing extracts, respecting the library in Fort St, 
George, from a general letter received from the 
Board of Directors about this time. 

We understand that the Library in Fort St. 
•ge is worthy our notice, as consisting not 
only of a great number of Books, but of a great 
many that are choice and valuable. John Dolben 
Esq., Mr. Richard Elliot, and others having made 
a present of their. Books' (which • were considerable) 
to the Library, besides other augmentations it 
hath lately received from the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. We therefore recommend 
the care of the Library to our President and 
Ministers ; ordering that the said Books (such at 
least, as are of value) be put up in close presses to 
keep them from dust and vermin j and that none 
of them be lent or carried out of the Library, with¬ 
out the consent of both Minsters, if two shall be on 
the place , and the Books so earned out shall be 
entered in. a hook kept for that purpose, inserting 
the flay and year when the person to whom it is 
lent on one side of the folio, and on the other the 
day midyear when returned. 

<c And we order our Ministers to sort the said 
Books into proper classes, and to take a catalogue 
of them to bo kept in the Library, of which they 
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shall deliver a copy to oar President, and send 
a copy home to us and we desire our President 
to order two of our Servants, tog-ether wit!', our 
Ministers, to examine the Books by the Gataiogue 
once a year ; that is to say some few days before 
the "Vestry is held and make their report at the 
Vestry. It would be very proper also to put oxtr 
chop on the said Books in the title page or first 
leaf, to show to whom they belong, if they should 
any of them happen to be stolen, and to stamp 
oivr arms on the cover. 5 * 

The next extract refers to an incident already re¬ 
corded, from which it seems that at one time the 
Mussulman inhabitants contributed to the support 
of the Hindoo pagodas ; an arrangement which 
was finally abolished during the Governorship of 
Mr. Harrison. 

“ Monday, 16 th January, 1716, Petition of the 
Patan Merchants Inhabitants of this place, and 
several others that trade hitner annually from 
Bengal , wherein, they set forth the hardship of 
being obliged, contrary to the rules of their religion, 
to contribute to the maintenance of the Gentoo 
Idols. 

“This affair having formerly occasioned great 
disputes and troubles, particularly once in the 
time of Governor Pitt, and again since the arrival 
of the present Governor ; at which time it was de¬ 
cided in favour of the Gentoo Pagoda upon ac¬ 
count of its having been a custom of long stand¬ 
ing, and that our Honorable Masters approved of 
what was done in the time of Mr. Pitt; but now 
the Board being sensible it has occasioned a great 
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heart burning among the Patau merchants afore¬ 
said, who annually import great quantities of rich 
goods from Bengal; insomuch that we fold they 
begin to leave us and land their goods at St. 
Thome, where the -present * Nabob has granted 
them a Oowlo with several valuable privileges, 
and particularly that they shall pay no more than 
% per cent, custom —it is thought high time to 
use all means in our power to make thebe people 
easy and prevent their forsaking uS to settle at 
St . Thom d 

“ Accordingly agreed that the President make for 
them a Cowle for collecting that duty themselves, 
Kunukapilla, of 25 cash for every pagoda, to be 
applied to the maintenance of their own Mosque ; 
and to promise them all manner of favourable 
usage., and encouragementif they continue to 
trade hither as usual.” 

The following extraordinary story of a common 
sold lev, who passed himself off as a Chaplain, and 
married himself to the daughter of his Captain 
without her father’s consent, is worthy of preser¬ 
vation. 

“ Tuesday, 12th June, T7Tfo The worshipful 
the Mayor acquaints the Board iheL Captain Wil¬ 
liam, having entered ah action against John 
Mitchel in the Mayor Court for defaming 
his daughter and deluding her by a pretended 
marriage, in which he officiated himself as Priest 
and husband. Upon which a trial ensued, and. 
due proof being made by Several sufficient wit¬ 


nesses, na well as from the said Mitchell's origi¬ 
nal letters ; the Court had respited judgment %. 
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account of his being in the Military service, till 
the pleasure of this Board be known, what, punish¬ 
ment shall be inflicted in such a case. 


« The Board taking this matter into consider¬ 
ation, it appears that the forementioiied John 
Mitchel came out a mldier upon the last year's 
ships to serve the Honorable. Company. the usual 
term of years But pretending himself a regular 
clergyman iii Holy Orders, and that he had serv¬ 
ed some years Chaplain of one ot her Majesty s 
ships of war, but was forced to abscond and fly 
for these parts upon account of a debt contracted 
by being bound for a brother in England ; which 
circumstances inclining every body to compas¬ 
sionate hhn (though he brought no Orders with 
him) he was taken off is duty as a Soldier, and 
employed as blaster to the Ghaidy school lately 
established in this place, at a handsome salary, 
intb all fitting encouragement, besides a recom¬ 
mendation to the Honorable Company in our last 
general letter. But, since that lime he has been 
guilty of many irregularities and scandalous ac¬ 
tions, altogether unbecoming the profession he 
pretends to; many of which appear under his 
own hand, and others are proved by undoubted 
testimony, and particularly. Ms umvan a,itable ac¬ 
tion. of marrying himself clandestinely, Wherefore 
the Board thinks fit to come to the following re¬ 
solutions concerning him. 

« That the said Mitcbel, if in holy orders (as 
he pretends but cannot prove) has hasely scanda¬ 
lized the priesthood by an irregular and unheard 
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of way of marrying himself to a woman,. and ab ¬ 
solutely against her father’s consent. 


<c That the Board is not obliged to regard him 
otherwise in this case than a soldier, enlisted in 
the Honorable Company's service upon the usual 
terms, and that he ought to be punished accord- 

ingiy. 

“ That however as he has appeared under the 
notion of a clergyman, and been entertained av 
School Master, it will not be proper to expose him 
to public punishment in the eye of the natives ; and 
not having wherewithal to make just satisfaction 
to the persons he has injured, it is agreed that the 
aid John Mitchel, Ceutinel, do give sufficient 
security for his good behaviour ; or else that he be 
kept under confinement till opportunity offers to 
send kirn off the. place for Europe/' 

Mr. Edward Harrison loft the Madras Presi¬ 
dency bn the 8th January 1717, upon which the 
governorship fell to Mr. Joseph Collett. The last 
months of his administration and the opening 
months of the administration of his successor were 
occupied by another of those strange disputes 
between the Bight and Left Hands,; which furnish 
such curious illustrations of the character of the 
people. We have already brought forward the 
narrative of more than one of these caste riots , 
but some curious particulars arc recorded in con¬ 
nection with the present disturbance which are 
worth preserving. 

I t may help the reader somewhat if we mention 
that in olden times the Chetties and Coroateea 
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hud separate streets ami separate idols ; the Chet* 
ties belonging to the Left Hand Caste and the 
Comatees to the Eight Hand. A Co mate o could 
never enter a Chetty street except by per uri avion 
o-‘ the Chetties, and then he could not eirtei it 
in a carriage, or a palanquin, or even with shoes 
on his feet. A Chetty was also prohibited in the 
same maimer from entering a street belonging to a 
Comatee. The present dispute seems to hare 
arisen in consequence of a Comatee having pro* 
sinned to offer ceremonies to an idol belonging 
to the Chetties. 

“ Friday, 12th October 1716;- A dispute hav¬ 
ing arisen between the Chetty and Comatee or 
Banian castes, about some ceremonies at their 
feasts, the former pretending that the latter have 
usurped several titles belonging to them, and per¬ 
formed some ceremonies before an image that they 
have no right to do. The heads of the .Right and 
Left Hand castes were called in, and acquainted 
that the Board is very unwilling to intermeddle in 
any business of this nature, winch they cannot 
pretend, to understand ; and therefore they are 
strictly enjoined to keep the peace among them¬ 
selves, and by no means to disturb- the quiet of 
the place, upon pain of forfeiting the 12,000 pago¬ 
das mentioned in the agreement between the castes 
in consultation the 21st of June, 1708, They 
wore further required to choose a number of per 
sons out of the neutral caste to decide their differ¬ 
ences without further delay by fair arbitration 
which the Left Hand side readily agreed to, but 
the Bight, Hand insist to choose out of their own 
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caste, and a number of Brahmins 4 besides ; which 
t he Board judges to.be unreasonable and t herefore 
ordevs them to choose ten Brah mins for each party, 
and to enter into arbitration bonds without further 
delay.” 

Monday, 15th October. The President ac¬ 
quaints the Board that upon summoning the heads 
of tlm Comatee and Chetty castes to sign their 
arbitration bonds according to order of last con¬ 
sular ten, they flew off from their agreement; the 
Gomatees insisting to choose out of all the Eight 
Hand castes, which are of their own side. Con¬ 
sequently the Left Hand would be over-powered 
bv numbers, and therefore refuse to comply. ' 
IV hereupon we were obliged to confine them all 
to the Merchants Godowns till they can come to 
some agreement among themselves; the distur¬ 
bance daily increasing in the Black Town; and the 
Pointers of Triplicane, that had the Honorable 
L :nproxy's work in hand, having deserted choir 
habitations.” 

“ The Heads were again called in, and the ill 
consequence of this foolish dispute fairly kid be¬ 
fore them ; but oil persuasions being to no pur¬ 
pose, they were again remanded to the Godbwn ” 

“ Thursday, 18 th October. Colloway Chetfv 
appeors as tlm Head of the Chetty caste., and 
nia-es an offer of having the difference between 
tliom and.Hie Comatees decided among the heads 
of all (heir caste > in the country ; by means of 

’ The Brahtobw lire tho neutral caste; they belonjrinff 
reithtr to tho Right Hand nor to the heft Hand. ’ 
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"Deputies to be sent from hence; which appearing 
to be a reasonable expedient, it is agreed to lei 
the parties concerned have their liberty in hopes 
they will come to an accomodation in this way. 

« Thursday, 25 th October. The President ac¬ 
quaints the Board that when all things seemed in 
a fair way towards an accommodation between the 
castes, the following accident happened on the 
21st instant. 

" A young lad of the Left hand caste having 
done hurt to a Pariah woman of the Right hand 
castes (big with child), the whole caste got 
together and came in a tumultuous manner to de¬ 
mand justice. I'poa examining the matter, he 
ordered the offender to close confinement, promis¬ 
ing the heads of the caste to do them justice when 
it should appear whether the woman would die or 
live. They seemed satisfied, and the crowd was 
dispersed. But in the night, without any further 
provocation, they got together again ; and all such 
as serve under the Honorable Company and the 
English Inhabitants, deserted their Employs; 
such as Cooks, water bearers, coolies, palankeen 
boys, roundel men (umbrella carriers) and other 
useful servants; and arming tiiemseives with 
pikes, daggers, and long staves, made a grievous 
uproar in the Black Town } stopping all the water 
fro m coming in, and committing many other dis~ 
orders. The Captain of the Gtacl, with the Stew- 
ard and several others, were sent to them to de¬ 
mand their reasons for making such an uproar ; 
and finding they were headed by several peons m 
the English service, they seized two ot the nng- 
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leaders and brought them to the Governor, who 
arc secured in irons till further order. 


“ The Heads of the Rig] it Hand Caste are or¬ 
dered to go immediately and acquaint them that 
wo will make any shift without them rather than 
submit to such usage 5 and not a man of them 
shall ever be taken into service again, if they do 
not forthwith disperse and return to their duty ; 
also to let them know that orders are given at all 
the guards to tall upon them if they comifcEt any 
disorder, or draw near in a body where the guards 
are posted."’ 

“ Thursday, 1 st November. The Painters that 
deserted Tnplicane, as mentioned in consultation 
the 15 th ultimo, on account of the caste disputes, 
have made some overtures towards returning to 
their habitations ; but at present insist on such 
unreasonable terms, that the Board cannot comply 
with them, considering that they van away without 
any just provocation, and on purpose to distress 
min our affairs/* 

“ Friday, 16th November. The President ac¬ 
quaints the Board that he has intercepted a vilain- 
ous letter or Cojan, wrote by some of the lii .;hfc 
hand castes to the Painters that descried Tripli- 
cane and now reside at St. Thome ; wherein they 
are encouraged to insist upon unreasonable terms, 
and promised to be supported with money for their 
expenses, in hopes of creating further disturbances. 
Those that write the letter are inconsiderable per¬ 
sons, but he hopes to discover those that set them 
to.work. In the mean time all possible diligence 


tmisr-fy' 



is used to reconcile those unhappy deputes and 
prevent future trouble.” 

“ Monday ., I Oth December. The President ac¬ 
quaints the Board that though he hoped all things 
would have continued quiet between the castes, 
upon a resolution formerly taken to have the con¬ 
troversy decided by the heads of them that reside 
in the country j the Chetties have this day shut up 
all their shops, and called all the coolies from their 
work that belong to their caste ; arc! that he has 
employed proper persons to enquire into the mean¬ 
ing of it. which he will lay before the Board in 
next consultation ” 

" Thursday, 20th December. The President 
produces a petition delivered last night by the 
head* of the Chetfcy caste, that have for sometime 
shut up their shops and refused to do any business. 
The substance of the said petition is, that they 
have already complained of the Oomateea singing 
their Naggarum before the idol named Qhindadry 
Pillariy (Ganesha, the “ Belly God”) ;* and that 
their caste people in the country have heard of it, 
and threaten to turn them out if they suffer such, 
abuses. Wherefore they desire the matter may bo 
decided by the Brahmins (who are the fittest per¬ 
sons to do it); otherwise they cannot continue in 
this place ; and that a bond of 12,000 pagodas on 

* Die Naggarum is the verse which' is addressed to 
Ganeaha “ the remover of hindrances,” before under¬ 
taking any kind of business or engaging in any affair. 
Is .uggfii’um in properly the name of the languagp rather 
than of tho verse. The complaint here made was tbht 
the (jomatees recited their verse before aClletty Pagoda, 
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both sides may be signed to stand to the said Brali- 
iu In’s award. 

“ Agreed, that since the Comatee and Ohet.iy 
castes cannot be persuaded to reconcile their differ- 
ences by the heads of their own or any other 
castes, die Board will, on Monday morning next 
hear (die opinion ot all neutral persons among the 
inhabitants, and endeavour to determine the matter 
in dispute so as will best secure the peace arid 
quiet of the place, 

Monday, the 24th December, 1716. “ The 

liernl.' of the Chetty and Comatee castes being 

summoned made their appearance, and a great 

number of witnesses were examined concerning 

the ceremony in dispute, whether the Comatees 

have a right to cry out their Naggarum (Sanscrit 

liymio before the Chiudadary Pillary Pagoda or no'. 

Alter three hours spent in vain endeavouring to 

persuade them to come to some agreement among 

themselves, the Board deferred the affair till nex t 
' 

“ Monday, 7th January 1717. The President 
(Edward Harrison .Esq.) being ready to embark 
for Great Britain, proposes to the Board the best 
method that he can think of, after having discours¬ 
ed with all the principal inhabitant# of the place 
that are not actually engaged in the dispute now 
moot between Comatee and Olietty castes, for 
putting an end to all future trouble; and the 
Board upon reading them came to the following 
resolutions. 

1 ^ ' for anything that has yet appeared the, 
Comatees, may cry out their Pennagimdoo Nim- 
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gamut at their bouses, feasts weddings kc. accord¬ 
ing to Salftbad, but not before the Pagoda of Ohio - 
dry Pillary, till that matter can be decided in the 
maimer hereafter mentioned.” 

‘‘That whereas the Coma tees did agree before 
this Board to defer the matters in dispute to 30 
'Brahmins, which ore the, neutral caste ; ten of 
Vlimit to be chosen by the Coma tees and ten' by 
t he Clietties ; though they went from their word 
next morning, and insisted upon joining some of 
their own Eight gland caste, when they found the 
Ohetties were willing to comply; the Board think' 
it just for the (Jotopary’s and their own honour, 
that the Comatees shall be obliged to make good 
their promise by referring the ceremonies in' dis¬ 
pute to 20 Brahmins as before mentioned. 

“ That in case of a'fty foul play by the 20 Brah¬ 
mins that shall be chosen on this occasion, upon 
full proof thereof being made, the parties aggrieved 
shall have justice done them. 

*■ That in ca3e the Coraatees refuse to comply 
with their first promise of a reference to the Brah¬ 
mins, the image of the Cjmidadry Billiily Pagodli 
shall be removed to the great Oentoo Pagoda ; and 
to prevent .all future, dispute's the Cbindftrlry '.Pil¬ 
lary Pagoda shall be shut up for ever. 

That, ivloreas great numbers of these small 
1’iupxlns have been eland estjkdy built without 
iho knowledge or permission of the Government, 
mid more are daily begun, which tend to raise 
disputes among the castes, none shall be built 
henceforward without the permission of thS Go¬ 
vernor a ud Council. 




** That no colours for the future shall be used 
at any feast in ‘Madras,- but tin English, commonly 
known by the naine of St. George’s colours, with 
a white field and n red cross, 

<c That the Peclda Naik shall be Overseer of the 
Pariah caste, and take care Jo keep them in due 
obedience ; and that no other person shall pie- 
tend to summon or luive any command o ver them, 
5< That whoever shall hereafter presume to stir 
up the castes to mutiny or desert on account of 
t lie. disputes between, the Comatees and Chet ties, 
or any other such frivolous pretence ; slidi person 
or persons, upon full proof being made before the 
Board, shall forfeit the Honorable Company’s pro¬ 
tection, be rendered incapable of any employ in 
their service, and fined at 'the discretion of‘the 
Board. 

“ These resolutions will be pursued by the suc¬ 
ceeding President' atid Council, unless any unfore¬ 
seen difficulty should arise to occasion an alter 
ation in opinion ; and then: is good reason to 
hope that all matters will be fairly accommodated 
by the Brahmins* ■’ 

Wednesday,*Stb January, 1717. -Early this 
morning the Honorable President, Edward Ham 
son Esq., embarked upon Ship “ King George ” 
for Gvcat-Biitain ; upon which the Gtovermnent of 
this place fell to die Honorable Joseph Collett 
Esq. pursuant to the Honorable Court of Direc¬ 
tor’* appointment in their general letters by the 
last ships/* 

“ Tuesday f 22d .1 anumy,T71,7, The President 
i( ports that he has received, an answer from Col 
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low ay (Betty nud Gollastry Chetty to the sum¬ 
mons affixed yesterday at the gates to this purpose s 
that they would not return unless we would oblige 
the Oomatees to refer the differences between 
them to 30 Brahmins as formerly proposed. 

“ Agreed that although we had determined, if 
the Chetties had stayed for our decision, to have 
referred the matter as they propose, yet that no ■ 
it is not fit to make such an agreement with them 
iu order for their return for the fallowing reasons. 

“First, the immediate consequence, would be 
that all the Oomatees, and probably several 
other tribes of the Bight Hand caste, would desert 
the place upon our making such u condescention 
to the Chetties, ou condition of their returning ; 
by which we should be drove to greater straits 
that we are or can be by the desertion of; the 

Chetties. , 

“ Secondly, such a eondescention would so tar 
enervate and weaken our authority, that we should 
never after bo able to govern the several castes 
with any steadiness ; wiio would be ready on 
every occasion to threaten us will i a desertion, by 
which they would govern us at their pleasure. 

«Boi these >easous we think it necessary to 
assert our authority, and either to force them to a 
compliance, or take what satisfaction we can got 
out of their estates.' 

« Ordered that the Warehouse keeper, assisted 
by one of the board alternately, remove the most 
valuable wares belonging to the said Chetties into 
the Tort godown ; and take an exact account of 
them ; there being large quantities to a consider- 
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able value. By which means we hope to frighten 
the (Uietti.es into a submission, and return ; or 
otherwise to obtain some satisfaction out of their 
estates for the damages that may accrue to the 
Honorable Company by their desertion. 

u Ordered that an attachment of moneys due 
from any inhabitant of Madras, whether Euro¬ 
peans or others, to any Chetties now deserted, be 
atfixed at the Sen Gate ; with a declaration that 
whoever shall pay any such debts after this publi¬ 
cation to any of the said Chetties, or their order, 
shall be obliged to repay the same to the Honor* 
able Company. 1 ” 

These resolutions appear to have brought mat¬ 
ters to a conclusion ; and the President according¬ 
ly drew up the following agreement. 

Thursday, 7th February, 1.717. “ We, Joseph 

Collett Esq., President and Council of Fort St. 
George, in order to determine and put an end to 
the differences which have been for sometime past 
between. the Comatee and Chetty castes, and also 
to prevent all public disturbance of the like kind 
for the future, do hereby appoint and order for 
determination of the present, differences, that the 
Comatee shall have the liberty of saying the Pen- 
jiagundoo Naggarum, or any other of their titles, 
Ixafure the pagoda, within the Pillarry or any other in 
the Eight Hand streets; and that the Chetties shall 
have liberty of rehearsing their title- 3 , or saying 
their Naggarum, before any pagoda in the Left 
Hand streets.- But that the Comatees shall not 
say the Naggarum in the Left hand streets, nor 
shall the Chetties say their Naggarum in the Eight 
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hand streets. And we do hereby further order 
that neither t]ie Coatees nor the GlioUies 
shall have tlie liberty of saying their Nagga- 
rum or rehearsing their titles before the great 
Gentoo Pagoda. And for preventing disturb¬ 
ance .of the like hind for the future, ,\ve do 
hereby forbid U1 persons whatsoever, ^ building 
any new pagodas in any part of this city with¬ 
out .leave first,obtained of the President and ( oun- 
oil. We do also forbid any Hags to be/used in 
the public , procession and solemnities ,by any of 
the. castes whatsoever, besides St. George’s flag ; 
that is a flag with a white field and a red cross. 
\\fe do hereby publish and declare that if any in- 
Ixabilauts of this city do on any pretence, grievance, 
or any differences .amongst themselves whatsoever, 
desert their habitations, and go out of.tlie Honor*' 
able Company’s bounds, without leave irom the 
Governor ; before they have applied themselves .to 
the Governor and Council for redress, or before 
the said differences shall be determined in such 
manner as shall be appointed by ns, and shall re¬ 
fuse to retunr•being summoned ; yhall-forfeit their 
estates to the iWorable Company and be put out 
of their protec lion. 5 5 

If our days after Yards the termination of the dis¬ 
pute is thus recorded in the consultation books. 

<c Monday, 11th lAbmar.y, Colluway 

Ch.'ttv, , Coliastry ClicHy and Mine Chetty, the 
heads'of the Chet ties that lately decried to St. 
Thome,.being come back again appear before I ff 
Board., and ask pardon for .them selves and the rest 
of their caste, requesting they may be permitted 
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to In o under the Honorable Company’s protection 
ai d enjoy Ilnur ancient liberties m Inhabitants. 

. Agreed that, their request be granted, upon 
tlioiy depositing in the Honorable Company's cash 
lor 12 months the sum of 4,000 pagodas for their 
good behaviour; and the heads of the caste sign¬ 
ing the law lately established. 

“ Agreed that an interest* bond of this day’s 
date at 8 per cent, per anntun be given to Hollo¬ 
way Chetty and Oollnstry Ohetty for the 4,000 
pagodas deposited as before mentioned ; and that 
jne warehouse keeper do deliver them up all their 
bonds, papers, accounts and goods as soon qs eon-' 
vemeittiy he can; and the remainder of their 
money shall be paid them after the account of 

uiarp.s (vc have been at on their account can be 
made up. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

ENGLISH MISSION FROM CALCUTTA TO DELHI, 

17,15—17. 

.Before proceeding- farther with our annals of the 
Madras Presidency, we shall devote a chapter to 
the consideration of an event, which is not only 
iiiteestirig in connection with the early fortunes of 
the English on the coast of Coromandel, but which 
marks an epoch in the history of all the English 
■ ettlements in India,— in Calcutta and Bombay, as 
well as in Fort St. George and Fort St. David. 
This event is one to which Mr. Or me and Mr. 
Mill have each devoted a page of their respective 
histories, but yet which we have reason to believe 
is but little known to the majority of either Eng¬ 
lish or Indian readers. It appears that about a 
century and a half ago, a mission was sent from 
Calcutta to Delhi, to carry a valuable present to 
the Great Mogul, and to endeavour to remove cer¬ 
tain grievances which affected the several Presi¬ 
dencies, and procure such advantages as could be 
obtained by bribery or cajollery from the Durbar.. 
This mission was entrusted to two of the English 
Factors at Calcutta, Mr. John Surman and Mr. 
Edward Stephenson ; and with them were joined 
an Armenian named Cojec Scrhaud, and a surgeon 
named Hamilton. These gentlemen remained at 
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the Court of the Grent Mogul for .more than two 
years/during which they sent frequent dispatches 
to CAlcutta, and some few to Madras and Bom¬ 
bay* Copies of most of them however appear to 
late been forwarded to Fort St. George, and were 
ptered from time to time in the consultation 
■books. Accordingly it has been the good fortune 
tof the present writer to exhume these mouldering 
/t ^patches fro: \ the old manuscript records iu the 
/ Government Onice of this Presidency. We shall 
not however publish them in detail for whilst a 
largo portion refers to discussions which have long 
since lost all interest, another portion* is wanting* 
and could only be recovered by a collation of the 
records at Calcutta with those*of Fort St. George. 
We shall therefore simply review these old letters 
by the light of contemporary history ; combining 
(fur extracts and illustrations in such a maimer as 
‘ the narrative an interest- 



But what were the times ? We candidly ex¬ 
press our belief that in the present day there are 
very few who either know or care to know. Indian 
histories, whether of Hindoo or of Mussulman, arc* 
generally regarded with a distaste highly flavoured 
with contempt. The reason of this is obvious. 



Our historians generally fail altogether to excita 


our interest or enlist our sympathies. Many' can 
dwell upon the picturesque pages of old Qrme 
with the liveliest emotions. There the intrigues and 
treacheries of Native princes derive a powerful 
interest from the fact that the genius of our own 
countrymen, and perchance of our own great* grand- 
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fathers, triumphed over all, Arcot and Piossey are 
to us still spirit stirring names ; and a host oil rich 
associations still hang round the old Port at 
Vellore, and the precipitous heights of Gin 
But who cares to read the history of Fcristifa 
Who cares to peruse that dreary chronicle 
Mussulman dynasties who have long* since withers 
in their tombs ? We may yet exult in the triumph; 
of Englishmen over Mussulman, Malmitta, o 
Pindaree ; but neither Mill, nor Elphinstone, nor 
any one ‘else, has hitherto succeeded in exciting 
our interest in the old wars between Mussulman 
kings and Hindoo Elijahs,—in old religious dissen¬ 
sions between Sheahs and Somienhs, Vaishnavas 
and Saivas,-~ov even in those seraglio stories of 
murder and sensuality which pervade oriental his¬ 
tory in every direction Yet the time has bee] 
when the annals of historians like FerisMa wer 
the delight alike of people ami of princes 3 when 
every Mussulman throughout the land listened to 
the old annals of Ghazni and Delhi, of Bijapore, 
Golconda, or Berar, with an enthusiasm only to 
be surpassed by that with which the Jew listens 
to the chronicles of the kings of Israel and Judah, 
and to the inspired traditions of Jerusalem and 
Samaria. Even the very names of places and of 
men, names which are a positive torture to Eng¬ 
lish eyes and ears, would awaken his feelings and 
sympathies, in the same Way that the hearts of the 
old Scottish cavaliers warmed at the names of 
Dundee, Montrose, or Killieerankie. 

We believe that this evil would be remedied if an 
historian possessed larger sympathies as well as 
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u larger personal acquaintance with the country 
and the people j if he appealed to the affections 
as well as to the judgment 5 if in a word he not 
only familiarised himself with those differences 
which are the result of a peculiar history and a 
peculiar culture, but also with, all those complex 
desires and p:; ?*sions, in which all men can sympa¬ 
thize because they are common to all the great 
family of mankind. 

The story which we are about to relate is one 
which ought to largely excite the interest of our 
readers. The year 1715, the very year that the 
Highlanders and the Pretender rose against king 
George, the two English Factors, together with 
the Surgeon and the Armenian, set out from Cal¬ 
cutta to Delhi. The character of the honest 
Factors is reflected in every page of their dispatch¬ 
es.' They displayed none of the enlightened curio¬ 
sity of a Glavijo at the court of Timour, or of a 
Bernier at the court of Aurung&ebe ; but they 
were shrewd practical business men ; and they 
weid out like members of a Chamber of Coni 
meree, eager to obtain certain privileges, which 
would not only redound to the advantage of their 
honourable employers, but to their own credit and 
reputation. In Calcutta they desired some protec¬ 
tion against the oppressions of the Nabob of Ben- * 
gal, and permission to purchase move villages. In 
Madras they desire to recover the out villages, which 
had been granted in former years, but which had 
been since resumed by the Nabob of Arcot. In 
Surat tiny wanted to pay a fixed yearly rent in 
view of the customs levied by the Mogul gover- 
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ljor. A. few other similctr privileges (.hey desired 
to obtain, which were of considerable importance 
in those days, but which would excite no interest 
now. In a word they went, not as political envoy*, 
but as petitioner* , Neither one of them had ever 
been to Delhi before, hut sail they were not without 
Indian experiences. They line! formed an exalted 
idea of the wealth and power of the Great Mogul; 
and they knew something of the character of the 
Omrahs or nobles at the Gourt of Delhi. Jaf- 
tier Khan, the Nabob of Bengal, was himself a 
good type of an Ornrah , a man who rose from 
nothing, by that happy mixture of intrigue and au¬ 
dacity, which is peculiar to the Asiatic. Originally 
he had been a mere Tartar adventurer, who had 
rapidly risen in the anny during the wars in the 
Dekkan, and had subsequently been appointed 
Dew&n, or comptroller of finance, in Bengal, '.At 
that time. Prince Azim, the grand son of Aurung 
zeboj was Nabob or Subah of Bengal; and 
wlien the sovereign died, Azim and his three 
brothers plunged into a war for the imperial 
throne. A rim was slain, and Jalher seized the 
happy moment for appointing himself to the Na- 
bobship; and this post he managed to retain, un¬ 
til it was not thought worth while to remove him, 

« Towards the English JafFier bad acted the part 
of a petty tyrant. He had insisted upon searching 
their goods which were sent up country, and in 
levying exactions in that arbitrary maimer which 
is especially offensive to Englishmen. This was 
ono of the grievances for which Mr. Sum an and 
Mr. Stephenson wow hoped to obtain redress. $ 
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uul it was tlievofore expected that the influence of 
Juflkx Khan would be exercised to the utmost to 
impede the success ol the mission at Delhi. 

But to re: urn to the narrative of the mission. 
For some reason not explained, the hottest part of 
the year had been chosen for the journey. The 
envoys led Calcutta in April 1715, and reach¬ 
ed Delhi on the 7th of July, after a three months 
journey. The report that they were carrying a 
large present to the Great Mogul, secured them an 
escort from the Governors of the different pro¬ 
vinces through which they passed ; and they even 
travelled through the district of the Jauts, w ho at 
that time were regarded as the most dangerous of 
robbers, without meeting with any serious mis¬ 
chance. The day after they reached Delhi, they dis¬ 
patched a letter to Mr. Hedges, the Governor of 
Calcutta, from v hioh we make the following ext ract. 

“ We passed the country of the Jauts with success, 
not meeting with much trouble, except that once in 
the night rogues came on our Camp, but being repuls¬ 
ed three tiro they left us. We arrived at Phwor- 
dabad the 3rd instant (July), wheye we were met by 
Padre Stephamis, bringing two seerpaws, which were 
received wifcn the usual ceremony by John Suraian 
and Cojee Serhntid. The 4th we arrived at Baorh- 
pools, three co*-> from the city, the Padre be¬ 

fore to prepnt our reception, i ■ at if possible, wo 
might visit the king the first day, even before we 
went to the house which was got for us. Accordingly 
the 7th in the morning we made our entry with very 
good order ; there being sent a Mur subdar of two 
thou and MnG.siib, with about 200 horse and peons, to 
me it ns; bringing likewise two elephants aarl tiagG 
About the middle of th' city, we w ore ntet by vm 
S eiad SaUabut Khan Bahadur, fuel were by him con 


miSTQy 




246 


HISTORY OF MADRAS. 




ducted to the palace, where we waited till about 12 
o’clock till the'king came out. Before which time wo 
met with Khan Powran Bahadur, who received us 
very civilly, assuring u$ d? his protection and good 
services. We prepared for our first present, viz. 1001 
gold Mohttrs, the table clock set with precious stones 
the unicorn’s horn, the gold oscritore bought from 
Zouclee Khan, the large piece of amborgreose, the 
astoamid chelumgie Manilla work, and the map of the 
■world. These, with the Honorable the Governor's 
letter, were presented, every one holding something in, 
his hand as usual. John Surman received a vest and 
Culgce set with precious stone* ; and Serhaud a vest 
and Cunger set with precious stones likewise, amid the 
great pomp and state of the kings of Hindoostan. We 
were very well received: ami on our arrival at our 
house, we weroeru erfcained by Seiad Sallabut Khan with 
dinner siifhcient both for us and our people. In the even¬ 
ing he visited us again and stayed about 2 hours. The 
great favour Khan Dow ran is in with the King gives 
us hopes of success in this undertaking. Ho assures 
us of his protection, and says the King has promised 
ns very great favours. We have received orders first 
to visit Khan Dowran as our patron ; after which we 
shall bo ordered to visit the Grand Vizier and other 
Omrahs. We would have avoided this, if we could, 
fearing to disoblige the V'izior ; but finding ib not 
leasable, rather than disoblige mio who has been so 
serviceable, and by whoso means we expect to obtain 
our desires, wo comply with, it.” 

On the seventeenth of the same month, Mr. 
.John Surman dispatched another letter to Go¬ 
vernor Hedges, from which we make an extract 
showing the farther proceedings of the mission. 

“ We have lately sent to your Honor the good nows 
of our safe arrival here, the visit of the King, raid tile 
civil treatment wo met with, all which #3} without 
doubt bo very welcome news. We have since visited 
several Onirahs, as the Vizier (Abdulla Khan) and 
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Khan Dowrau, and Tuck rub Khan ; where we were 
received with al! the respect Uiat could be expected, 
and gives me some hopes that all will end well ; but 
what gives me t.he most encouragement (for I am well 
acquainted these nobles, as long as they are expecting 
to get any thing are always complaisant) is that tho 
methods wo are at present taking is consistent and 
with tho advice and counsel of Zowdee Khan. We 
visited that gentleman the 11th current, and met with 
die same treatment he has always given to English- 
men, with the highest acknowledgments of the favours 
ho h is received from them, that a. yet he. had never 
been able to retaliate any of them, hue hoped he had 
now an opportunity of doing something He pressing- 
ly advised us to do nothing without tnq advice, coun¬ 
sel, and order of Khan Dow ran (and the main instru¬ 
ment of our affairs) Seiad Sallabut Khan ; that the turn 
of affairs at the Durbar obliged ns to it. This, which 
tic told us by word of mouth, he w rote me when I seat 
your Honor’,-) letter to him. We are convinced he 
advises like a friend, and we are intent on the method, 
but at the same time very cautions, how we any ways 
disoblige the Vizier ; wc* being very sure that Zowdeo 
Khan was very intimate there, sent and advised him 
when wo intended to visit, that he would use his 
interest for our better reception, intending to manage 
the Durbar by his means. He assured us that, wo 
might bo satisfied as to tho important Durbar, Tho 
good prospect wc have of our affairs makes Cojee Se r 
baud very good humoured, anil at present tractable, 
in hopes lie shall obtain his promised’ reward and con¬ 
sidered that every thing is come to its crisis. I take 
particular cave that he remains so, and as much as 
possible persuade every one with me to do the like ; 
which I tear gains me but little good will. But a a 

I iassion must now be curbed, except wo expect to be 
aughed at, we must be very circumspect m our ac¬ 
tions and counsels.” 

Three days afterwards Mr. S unruin and Mr. 
Stephenson dispatched another letter to Governor 
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Hedges, complaining of the invalidity of their let¬ 
ters of credit, and the difficulty* they had in ob¬ 
taining money, which they felt to be the nam- 
epring ot their negociations. But before follow¬ 
ing the course of their proceedings, it may he as 
well to glance at the contemporary stato of the 
court at Delhi. 

The Moguls were Mussulmans, but they were 
altogether a differed, race from the first Mahomme- 
dan conquerors of Asia. They were Tartars, whilst 
their predecessors were Arabs or Afghans. During 
the Afghan period the Mussulmans had establish¬ 
ed several large and independent, kingdoms both in 
Hindustan and the Dekkan. During the Mogul 
period, these independent kingdoms were brought 
under the supremacy of one sovereign— the great 
Mogul who reigned at Delhi. The Afghan supre¬ 
macy dates back to the time of William the con¬ 
queror. The Mogul period only commenced; in the 
sixteenth century, about the time of Henry VIII. 
It reached its zenith in the reign of Auruugzebe, 
who conquered the last Afghan dynasties in the 
Dekkan, and who died in 1707,after having flourish¬ 
ed from the time of Oliver Cromwell to that of 
Queen Anne. But at the very moment when the 
power of Aurungzebe seemed to extend from the 
Himalayas to Comorin, a new enemy had arisen. 
The old Hindoo nationality flashed out in theMah- 
rattas, and the Mahrattas resisted Auningzebe until 
the day of his death. From that hour the Mogul 
empire was on the decline. It became a prey to 
disorders of every kind, to wars, without and wars 
within. It was threatened by the Sikhs on one 
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lid by tbc Mahrattas on the other. Mean lime 
the country was desolated by internal struggles. 
No soooerliiid' Aunmg/ebe departed this life than 
his sons plunged into a desperate condict for the 
throne, which terminated in the death of nil save 
his fortunate successor and survivor Shah Anlnm. 
The latter died in 1712, and then another conflict 
arose between his sons, which likewise terminated 
in die death of all, save a drunken and depraved 
wretch named Jehandar Shah. The new sov< reign 
was - veil too bad for Delhi. A sort of religious re¬ 
volution was got up by two Sciads, or descendants 
of the Prophet, who were brothers ; and after 
another desperate struggle Teroksere, a nephew of 
Jehandar Shall, was placed upon the throne. 

Fcvoksere was thus the reigning sovereign when 
the English mission arrived at Delhi. His great 
aim was to escape from the thraldom of the two. 
Seiads, through whom he had obtained the empire. 
These two Seinds had been amply rewarded. Their 
names were Abdulla and Hussein. Abdulla was 
made Vizier, and Hussein was made Bukshi, or 
paymaster of the forces. We may add that the 
Ommhs of the Court were as ready as their royal 
master to procure the ruin of the tv, o Seiads. 
Amongst these must l>e especially mentioned a 
particular favourite of the king, named Emir Juvu¬ 
la. But as we shall see, all their machinations and 
intrigues were defeated by the energy and genius 
of Hussein. 

It will have been seen by the extracts already 
made from the despatches, that the great friend of 
the English at the court whs an Omrah named 
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Zornlee Khan, the same who had carried oh an 
amicable correspondence uith Mr. Pitfc, the former 
Governor of Madra By his advice, the envoys 
endeavoured to obtain the favour both of Ab¬ 
el alia, the Yuier* and of a powerful nobleman 
named Khan Dnwrau. But Khan Dow ran was n 
strong unportn* of Emir Jumin, :md a great 
enemy of the Visrier. This circumstance, ami 
others which will hr present -v noticed, served to 
delay the negoemtiou ot tin; iCmjlish envoys for a 
very considerable period. 

The intrigues against the two Seiads were in 
full play at the moment of the arrival of the mi 
sion at Delhi. Emir Jumla had made nn effort to 
separate the brothers, but without inflicting any 
Mow upon their power. Hussein had been raised 
to the rank of Comwtender4n-CIuef, mid sent to 
reduce Ajeet Sing, Itajali of Mar war ; — a Kajpoot 
prince, who had rebelled during the recent trou¬ 
bles, and had likewise distinguished himself by 
destroying Mussulman mosques mu l erecting 
Hindoo pagodas. The Court party however was 
not ashamed to intrigue with. this worshipper of 
idols. Accordingly, private ad.vices u re sent to the 
Rgjah, assuring him that the king Fcroksere would 
be infinitely obliged to bin., if he would use his 
best exertions to resis; Hussein. But this little 
plot proved ft failure. Hussein triumphal over the 
Rajah, and the Jiajah did not deem it expedient to 
sacrifice himself for the good of the Court party. 
Terms were concluded between the two in a man¬ 
ner worthy of a passing notice. Notwithstanding 
the influence of caste prejudices, it had been the 





faction throughout all the later conflicts between 
Mussulman and Hindoo, to content every peace 
by r, royal marriage ; that h, the defeated Rajah 
was persuaded, or cone trained, to give one of His 
own blooming daughters ns a bride, to the Mussul¬ 
man sovereign. This custom was followed on tho 
present occasion; and the Ha jab \jeefc Sing gun 
not only a large peiscush, but porpoised also to 
give liis youthful daughter to the king Ferokserc. 
Hussein hurried back to Delhi with the welcome 
nows, and was once again all powerful at court; 
and Emir dumla was compelled to retire to Patna 
and undertake the Government of Bahar. Ferok 
<ere however still fretted, under the domination of 
the Sciad ?, and meditated upon the best menus of 
escaping from the constraint they imposed. At this 
juncture Hussein obtained the appointment of Vice¬ 
roy of the Dekkan, and about tie same time the 
English Factors readied Delhi and were admitted to 
an audience. Three clays afterwards however, they 
were astonished by the news that Ferok sere had 
left Delhi; but the following extract from a letter 
which they addressed to Governor Harmon at 
Madras on ith August, 17 J 5, will sutiidently ex¬ 
plain the state of affairs. 

“ Three days after onr arrival hers, the king left the 
xuty, antler pretence of visiting a «acr* vl place, about f» 
ooas fa>m thence, But the true reason (wo are of 
opinion) was te clear himself of a kind of confinement, 
which he thought he suffered whilst in the Fort, After- 
wards on the petition of hie 0ninths to return to the 
city, the time <>( the raius bring improper for travel¬ 
ling* he allowed hknself re-olvrd to proceed either to 
tft&re or A jmeer. Neither could all the arguments 
u#cd avert his intended journey. This startW us, 
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a ml considering -with how great trouble ami risk we 
had brought the prouant tints far, and how to carry it 
ou at this time of the year, wo were something aba 
stand. At last wo concluded to give the gross of our 
present in, notwithstanding the king was abnxic 
But iu delivering some of the tine docks, they wore 
ordered to be returned and kept in good order till he 
came back to tho city, ho having now determined 
only to visit a sacred place about 40 cosh from Delhi ; 
after which lie would return. This stopped otir pro • 
routing the remainder of our goods, but we concluded 
that it was necessary to attend his Majesty in thin 
tour. Wo how continue in tho camp, leaving Mr. 
Htophonson and Mr. Philips to take care of what goods 
remain in tho city ; and in case that the king should 
proceed further, that they may concert measures to 
bring the goods after us. Wo are in this interval 
preparing petitions to be delivered to his Majesty, 
hoping wc shall do something for our Honorable 
Ms stem that has not been yet obtained. Thu patro¬ 
nage and management of this negotiation te in tho 
hands of the greatest favourite at Court, Klupi Dow- 
rrui, and under hint .Seiad Sail abut Khan. Withal, wo 
being no ways unmiudful of an old friend Zowdeo 
Khan, without whoso advice, we outer upon nothing. 
But. he being at present in so low a station is not 
able to obtain the King’s car. However we are 
Ratified that in whatever lies in his power, lie docs and 
will assist us, but particularly iu tho Vizier's Durbar. 

Hussein Vli Khan Bahadur Ameer-ul Omrah is late¬ 
ly gone into the Dckkan country, having the entire 
command of all that part of his kingdom. Your 
Honors have undoubtedly heard how great he baa 
made himself even to vie with the command of his 
imperial Majesty, as lately appeared in the disputes 
between himself and Kmir J urn la whilst at Court, 
when ho obliged bis antagonist, contrary to the King’s 
desire:-, to remove from Court to Patna, whereby 
through tlie interest of Hussein, and his own mis 
management, ho is quite ruined. Wherefore we hum- 
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bly recommend a very good correpoadeim with Hus¬ 
sein. Other , mi , what* wer we shall be able to u here 
will be of very little Kir vice before him.” 


Vnothcr pleasant intrigue awaited Hussein AH 
in the Heklan. Emir Jurats bad been sent to 
Vatna to undertake the Government of ihduir, at 
the time that Hussein had set out for the Dekknn. 
Before* * leaving Delhi, Hussein had assured the king, 
that if any mischief were aimed at his brother 
Abdulla, he would be at Delhi within twenty days 
to avenge him. But the blow was aimed not at 
Abdulla but at Hussein* Our old friend Dawood 
Khan had been appointed Governor of Guzerat; 
and he was instructed to pick a quarrel with 
Hussein and cut him off if possible. The further 
progress of affairs is fully illustrated in the dis¬ 
patches. On the 31st August, 1715, Messrs* 
•Surnam and Stephenson wrote as follows. 

We have advices here that Hussein All Khan mid 
Diuye ,vl Khan aru eiUno to a rupture in Barrtunporc, 
$o that it is likely a battle M ill ensue, the latter having 
engaged many of the Dokkan country to his party. 
It ' i whispered at this Court that thin is a design laid 
to involve Hussein Ali Khan ill trouble, and retrench 
his grandeur which of Lite has not been very pleasing. 

• The Id met proceeding no further than Paniput,* 
returned to the city on the 15* h, but being a little dis¬ 
ordered in his health lit a not made any public apj*;ar- 
auoe. that we have not hail an opportunity to 


* The shrine of a Mahomniednn saint of great rc 
pnte, and famous in history a* the scene of two of the 
greatest battle* ever fought in India; viz. that which 
* wrturned the Afghan dynasty an*] established the 
Mogul euiixTors ih 15*3*5; and that which nearly crush 

*d the Mahrattas in 1701. 
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deliver the remaining part of our pr<3*eht, or commence 
our negotiation, which almil bo done by the 1st proxm.” 


On the 6th of October, the envoys wrote to Go¬ 
vernor Hedges as follows. 

<» We designed to have presented our petition on 
the first good opportunity ; but hi;- Majesty's inclispo 
sition continuing, and Mr. Hamilton having undertaken 
to cure him, it has been thought advisable by our 
friends, as well a* by onratilv«s» t<» defer delivering it 
till such time as iu shall please God that his Majesty 
in some measure returns to hi- former abate of health. 
Which adviec, we intend to follow, considering that, 
whilst he is in so much pain, it can be but a very in¬ 
different opportunity to beg favours of him The 
first distemper the Doctor took him in hand for, was 
swellings in his groin, which thanks bo to God ho i* 
in a fair way of curing ; but within these few days 
last past he has been taken with a violent pain, which 
is likely to come to a flotilla ; it hinders Lis hi vjesty 
from coming out, so naturally puts a stop to all man¬ 
ner of busim s, wherefore must have patience perforce. 

“ Your Honors will have heard of the death of Ida- 
wood Khan in the ldekkan, shun in a battle with 
Hussuin Ali. (This was a desperate ontlict, in 
which a matchlock ball struck Dawood at thu 
moment when victory had declared on his .side.) 
This has gi ven a great deal of uneasiness to thm 
opurfc, it being quite otherwise laid by the king 
and hia favourites ; and that which was designed fur 
Hussein Alt’s ruin, has proved a great addition to 
bis former glories. The king at first seemed to rc»ont 
it to h brother Abdulla, who not taking ft so 
patiently, as he expected, be has altered his resolution 
to sending Hussein Ali Khan a Seerpaw and other 
marks ot favour. We have advised m our letters to 
the Governor and Council of Madrasi to have particular 
regard to the friendships of that great Omrah j other 
viso whatever wo shall be ablu to do hero for that 
coast will be of little service, unless backed with his 
favour,” 
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The dispuii lits arc here silent upon a point of 
considerable interest. I hc king laboured under u 
disease, which wa not only painful in it self, but 
which prevented him from completing his marriage 
with the daughter of the defeated Itajali. After 
some months Ur. Hamilton succeeded in curing 
him ; and according to the popular story the gra¬ 
titude of the seven ign was unbounded, Ferok- 
sere is said to him promised to grunt any favour 
which J)r Hamilton chose to ask; and we arc 
I old that the generous surgeon mjaested no re- 
wnhla for himself, but simply asked >hat the re¬ 
quisitions of the Company might be complied 
with. The knag it is added, immediately granted 
t his favour, and also directed that all the fees of 
office should be remitted. No such story however 
appears in the dispatches ; nor indeed is it likely 
that the envoys would have given prominence to 
a fact, which was calculated to deprive them of all 
the personal credit which would otherwise have 
accrued from their Successful negotiations. The 
following extract of « letter to Governor Hedges, 
dated 7th December, 1715, contains oil they had 
to my upon the matter. 

“ Wo write you; Honor* the welcome news of the 
Kings recovery. An a dear demonstration to tho 
world, he washed himself tile 2drd ultimo, and accord¬ 
ingly received the congratulations of the whole court. 
As untoward for Mr* Hamilton** care and success, r.ho 
King waa pleased on the #Hh to give him in public v iz 
a vest, ft cuigoe set with ptneion* stouts, two diamond 
rings, an Elephant, horeo, aud 500Q hijack . l*?*i<k« 
ordering at tne same time all his small instrument* to 
bo made in gold, with gold buttons for his coat and 
waist oat, ami brushes set with jewels. The same 
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day Cojce Sorhaud receive I ah Klophnui ami vo ;t as 
a reward for his attendance on this occasion. 

“ \Vo have esteemed this as a particular happinoas, 
anil hope it will prove omuiotn to the sncvow oi our 
affairs, it bring the only thing that detained its hither¬ 
to from delivering mu* general petition, .So purau ut} 
to the orders we received Iron Khau Dow rail, the 
King’s recovery wns succeeded by the giving In the 
remainder of our present (reserving a small part only 
till the ceremony of his marriage should be over) ; 
and then delivered our petition to Khan Dow ran, by 
his means to • introduced to ins Majesty. Seiad 
SaUabat Khan, who has all along managed our affairs 
under Khau Dow van, being at that instant, and 
some timo before nuich indisp >st d, we were obliged 
to carry it ourselves . not without taking cave to lmvo 
hia reo^mnoeudation annexed. 3inco the delivery 
Cojce Serbnud has been frequently with Khau 
Dew ran, to remind him of introducing it to his Ma¬ 
le tyj hut lias always been inf rnied, no business 
oan go forward till the soleimilaatiou of the king’s 
W” ding is over, when he has promised a speedy dis¬ 
patch. All offices have been chut up for Home days, 
and all business in the kingdom must naturally sub¬ 
side to this approaching ceremony, so that we cannot 
repine at the delay. 

u The Rajpoots aw likely to receive great honor by 
this wedding ; the king having consented to aU their 
desires in respect to tin ceremonials ; and this evening 
goes on his throne attended by his whole nobility on 
foot to rcceivo his spouse. All the Fort and Street, 
through which he parses will be made res j loudenfc with 
innumerable lights ; and in fine all will appear as 
glorious f.s the riches of Hindoostnn and two mouths 
f indefatigable l abo u r can pro vide. : ’ 

dVc nrr surprised that we cannot And in the 
dispatcher any further notice of this celebrated 
mama , According to Mussulman historians, the 
festivities on the part of the bride were conducted 
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by Hussein All, and the marriage was performed 
with a splendour and magnificence till then un¬ 
seen among the sovereigns of Hindustan, Many 
pompous insignia were added to the royal train 
upon this occasion, Tho illiirniiuitiomj rivalled 
the planets, and seemed to upbraid the faint lustre 
of the stars. High and low shared the festivity, 
and joy thrilled through the veins of all. The 
Emperor Ferokiere came to the palace, of Hussein 
VJi, where tho ceremony was performed ; after 
which, he carried the princess in tho highest splen¬ 
dour of imperial pomp to the citadel, amid the re- 
soimdiugs of musical instrument and acclamations 
of tho metropolis. * 

It was non to bo expectsl that the cure of the 
king by Dr. Hamilton, would have led to a speedy 
consideration of tho petition ; but no such good 
fortune happened to the embassy. The king’s 
marriage, and the general dilatormeas which pre¬ 
vailed*—every Ororah at the Court lieing far too 
much occupied in plotting and intriguing to pay 
any attention to t he petition of the Penfigheas,—led 
to a delay which threatened sometimes to imperii 
the success of the mission. On the $th Jamuny, 

171G, the envovm wrote to Governor Hedges os 
follows. 

“ As to the course of our negotiations, we cau giva 
but a very sloder account of their progress; for al¬ 
though our affairs aro fallen into tho patronage o£ ono 
ot the most able men in this court to dispatch them, if 
ho pleases, yet his dilatory methods of proceodie * arc 
men as must make us pursue oar desigr < with patience 


* Scott * History of the itteo4*5cr of Aurttngzeha 
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for the present. Our petition is returned, iter having 
passed the examination of the book' ; the next that 
follows will bo the King's signing ; after which wo 
shall take care to give your honors a particular ac¬ 
count of it 

u We have lately boon surprized! with the King's 
designs of departing from this place, but God be 
thanked he is delayed for some days at least. We 
shall make the best uso we can of the delay, if possible 
to effect our b< urines* before his departure, but which 
we cannot rely on. 

“ Two nights ago Emir Jumlft arrived in this plr.ee 
from Bahar, Attended by /.bout 8 or 10 horsemen, 
much to tho surprize of this city ; for it is but at best 
supposed that he Imp made an elopement from htH own 
camp for fear of his soldiers who mutinied for pay. 
The particulars of all which we are not yet Acquainted 
with, nor wbat reception he is like to meet with from 
his Majc.dy. 

On the 10th March, 1716, Messrs. Surmsui nnd 
Stephenson again wrote to Governor Hedges as 
follows. 

“ Your Honors will doubtless have heard by flying 
reports the troubles that have possessed this place 
for the past month, occasioned by the coming of Emir 
•Jumla and all his forces, as it is said without the 
♦ring's order. All the Tartars mutinously joined to 
demand tboir pay, which they £*Vo out "they would 
force either from tho Vizier or Khan Dowran. This 
was certainly the grounds of gathering forces on all 
sides, the Vizier himself having not h*s than 20,000 
horse j all which continually filled the streets and at¬ 
tended him when he went to the king. Khan Powran 
and the rest of the Omrabs, with their forces and all 
tho kings Tope Conn a, kept guard round the Fort for 
about 20 days. Tho Vizier was obstinately bent-nofc 
to pay the Tartars any thing, without very particular 
examinations and accounts to be made up for the plun¬ 
dering the town of Patna ; which conditions the Tar- 
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Ura did not think to comply with till such time am 
they found the Vizier was not to be bullied ; 
the} etimed to bo v illing U> come to a coinpOBitioa, 
which was effected by breaking their party, and the 
king’ll orders lor Emir JutnWft procedure foi i ahore 
The king ordered ChiokliV Khan to go and w« Knur 
Jumla out of the city ; c&mtirtg huo of all hu jwsfciafc 
Court, its aiao of his Munaul, JageerB, Ac. tvuh in* 
glorious additional titles, which are ordered for Uw 
hitu r e never to Ixiuacd. It is the general obneT vnti ouot 
thiacity* that this h tsonlybeen a^cheuxt laid if possible 
to entrap the Vizier, and take away hi* life ; but he bus 
been so continually on bis guard, that nothing could 
In- effected. So once more all is called, wntch to fm 
(the Vizier a) Honors, and the entire disgrace of all 
Tartars iu general; Uioy being almost aU turnejl out ot 
service, a few great ones excel-tod. Knur Jamla is 
ncrir 20 coss off this place in his way to Lahore, at 
present without any Mull3ill or post. But it i# r* p 1 
ed he will enjoy the former by the ki -V» 

These troubles occ&ainoed the abutting tip ah tho 
Cutoherries for this month, so that no buamesreouid 
possibly go on ; in which ours met the same fate, with 
tho rest, being just in the same state as A month agm 
Khan Powran very frequently promises that be will 
make an end with all jxisaible expedient; but ho id 
mich a, strange dilatory nian, and withal inacces¬ 
sible, that wo have occasion to auminou tho i.t- 
most of our natience, There is no help for it, or 
with all this dilatorinass, he is the only reigning man 
in the King’s Durbar, so that wo hope he wil! at Vast 
consider and for his own honor see »w handsomely Jes- 
patches) with all full grant to aU our petitions. 

"TV greatreVclQoereo (Bandu theSeikh) who has 
been for those 20 yearn to troublesome in thn Subah- 
whip of Lahore, ia at length taken with all hid family 
ana attendance by the Stibab of that province. .x>ni® 


* TJu-d man afterwards became famous as ‘jnbab of 
the Dekk&n, under the name of M Kizaiu-ovl-Mulk.'’ 
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Jays ago they on tern! the city laden with fetters, ir.y 
whole attendants which wore left olive being about 
730, all severally taunted on Comely which were 
out of the city for that purpose, beside* about 
2000 heads shu Ic upon poles. being those who died by 
the sword in battle. He was carried nto the pmewco 
of thekirL% and from thence to a clone prison* He 
at present has his life prolonged with most of his 
Mutsudrlies, in lmp<w (-> got an account of hit* treasure 
in the several parts of bi< kingdom* and of those that 
assisted him, when after vvards 'ho will be executed for 
the rest. Them are 100 each day beheaded, It i» 
not a lifcUo remarkable with what patience they un¬ 
der^) their fate, and to the last it has not beer 
found that one has apbstatisod from the new formed 
religion.”* 

It is scarcely p ossible io c6nt« ive of a more 
wretched state of aiiaira than that depicted in the 
foregoing extracts. The lending events are al¬ 
ready known to the historical st udent; Imt these 
notices, written on the spot by Englishmen who 
were probably eye witnesses of many ol he 
scenes they describe, seem to bring the events 
more clearly to our eyes. The revolt of a Tartar 
army in the streets of Delhi is bad enough 5 but 
that, terrible procession of 780 Sikh prisoners, 
with tiro thousand bleeding heads elevated on 
poles, is something too terrible to contemplate. 
Wr may add that the whole 780 were subse¬ 
quently beheaded on seven successive days. 
We team froru Dlphiustonc that Bandu the chief 
was reserved for greater cruelties. f He was 

* This religion was a sort of compound of Hmdooism 
and Mahomiriodanism, io which the loading doctrine 
of both were reconciled by a strange kind of com* 
promise. 
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exhibited m an imn cngo, dad in a robe of 
doth of gold, and a scarlet turban; an executioner 
stood behind luna with a drawn sword ; around 
him were the heads of his followers on pikca, and 
even a dead cat was itucb on a similar weapon 
to indicate tlm extirpation of everything belonging 
to him. He was then given a dagger, and ordered 
to stab liis infant sou , and on hU refusing, the 
child was butchered before hi8 eyas, and its heart 
thrown in his face. He was at last torn to pieces 
with hot ttibeera, and died with unhaken con¬ 
stancy, glorying in having been raises p by God 
to be a scourge to the iniquities and oppie^aious 
of the ago/’ 

But to proceed with the story of the English 
mission. The following extract from a letter 
dated * 1 st March 171G, is a singular description 
of the procrastination which generally pervaded 
the court of the Mogul. 

“ We have frequently complained to your Honors 
of the atrangij diiatori;i<!fis of our patron tvhan Dowrau, 
H« i i nftVer known U» sit out in public, and return 
answers to any man nor of btwim&s ; so that what c an 
1> <&td to him in the way from bis apartmupt to h*« 

{ idankeeu, is all that can he got, which in m wry 
ittb* fora man of a great business that many day a 
1 «wk* before an opportunity can be Lad even fur the h ast 
answer; and that bis own servant, Seiad Baja but 
Khan, who has the management of our nllairs under 
him, and in as in tomato as tmy om with him, can do as 
little that way as other people. Wherefore the main 
part of all our business has been managed by notea 
Thi* has been a great oocados of the UUatorines* of 
our affairs ; all which w e were obliged to boar with 
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abundance of patience ; still having \ ery fair prom iso* 
that our business should bo done to our satisfaction, 
Kay Khan Dow ran himself, very often both by word 
of mouth, and m several notes, promised to do it. A, 
few days ago when Sevhrvud wout to pay his respects 
aa usual to Khaa Dowran, ami put him in mind of our 
petition, he was very aurnrmngty iiwkod what peti¬ 
tion ? u Have not I done all vm r business ? }> To which 
Oojeo Serhruid answered ; but the time and place not 
allowing of a further explanation, he got into his pa¬ 
lankeen and went away. This strange forgetfulc 
Mado us in very pathetic? terms enquire of Sal abut 
Khan, what wo might expect after so many promises 
of having our business effected to our satisfaction, 
when we had so long and patieutly waited, and been 
at ho /great an expenco, to be thus answered was very 
surprizing, and what wo did not nor could not expect 
in the h ast. We were answered that daily experience 
might convince us of the .strange carriages and forgetful¬ 
ness of that great man. tftitl bidding u* not to despoUd, 
but that every thing would go very well after ho many 
fair promises as we before had received. This gave 
ns but small satisfaction, and the rather made us the 
more inquisitive, which cave us this further light, 
viz. that Khan Dow.ran had been .advised by his 
own Mutsuddies that it was not lib business to 
persuade tho king to sign our petition, but that 
it was better to get the Vizier to advise tho king 
what things wort proper to be granted ns. Wo 
were *n hope that in case we would have got those 
petitions granted us by the means of Khan Dowran, 
that afterwards the Vizier would not gainsay it, as at 
toast by a little bribery it might have passed. There 
1ms been several endeavours nr do to get an opportuni¬ 
ty to speak with Khan Dowran so as to convince him ; 
but more has beeu procurable. We fear the petition 
in this interim may bo gone in, nd will come out 
signed by the Vizier as biforo mentioned. 

“ V csterday tho Kinr^ contrary to the advice of the 
Vizier, and purely on his own will, went out a bruit* 
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ing ; and all the Oinfab* to thoir tent.*- The place at 
present mentioned i?t about 18 cosh off ; but Ood 
know* what may he the designs of it, or where ho will 
march to. Tow obliges vis t<> follow him to-Dior row 
or nr:t day, leaving Mr. Edward Stephen hou ur»d Philips 
belaud to take care of the Uouorftblo Company’* 
effects here. H^ould the petition come out signed as 
above mentioned, wo nhall be obliged to make i now 
address to the Viator; which will not onh protract 
this n« >tiation, but must lay us open to a denial, and 
at the best very expensive. We shall advice «ur 
Honors as soon as we have ;;ny hopes of succcs (which 
(ion send) or what wo shall bo obliged to recede from .' 1 

it would be useless to inquire into ihe various 
motives which induced Khan Dowran to hand the 
English embassy over to the Vizier Abdullah. 
Sometimes it was supposed that the bribes to the 
subordinate, officers h ul been insufficient; soir > 
times that Khan l)owr m was desirous of escaping 
from the responsibility f advising the king. One 
rumour reached the cuts of the English envoys, 
and see ns to We been more likely a cause than 
mj of the others. It was said that the mysteri¬ 
ous disease with which the king had been attacked 
the preceding year, had again made its appearance* 
and threatened to become annual; ami that the 
king had given private orders that the business of 
the embassy should be delayed, in order that he 
might retain the services of Dr. Hamilton. Mean¬ 
time the results were most unfortunate to the em¬ 
bassy. Mr. £urman and Mr Stephenson strong¬ 
ly objected to being handed over to the Vizier an 
the "cast-off favourites 11 of Khan Dowran. At 
this moment an incident occurred, which so plainly 
lflustretea the disorderly state of the court, that we 
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extract the account from one of the dispatches, 
dated iiOth April, 1716. 

Whilst the king was encamped 14 oos« from Delhi 
in order to hunt, thure happened a quarrel between 
the people of Khun Dowran and Maharuud Amilkhmt 
as thev carao from tlio Durbar ; which, after their 
masters got into their tents, ended fn a downright 
fight, herein they fired vith small arms, boms and 
great guns for about J hours, notwithstanding iho 
king'* repeated coirii’iatid to forbear, yet was it at 
1- ,.t made up after about IDO men were killed and 
wounded. The king <u highly ^ displeased. w ith the 
liberty they took, and resantod it to both of them. 
But the znunfial u ,U the actors took the trumpet 
from his favourite i who was not admitted to his 
j rosonoO for there o days, and threatened much i re. 
ihit at present all is made up and his Majesty again 
reconciled to them.” 

The story of the delays which followed iu ac¬ 
complishing the business of the embassy* would 
bo somewhat amusing were it not also intermina¬ 
ble. KlmnBovvran was at last induced to stir him¬ 
self; but again .he envoys were disappointed* for 
their petition was only in pari granted, and then 
was only signed by i he Dewaiu At length the news 
leached the Court that the English at Bombay in¬ 
tended to withdraw from Surat altogether, in con¬ 
sequence of the oppressions of the Mogul Governor 
of the district ; and fears were entertained that 
the English fleet would immediately appear in 
those seas, and retaliate upon the Mogul ships, as 
it had done on a previous occasion. This intelli¬ 
gence appears to have had an extraordinary effect. 
The Vfeior Abdulla, began to take an active in¬ 
terest in the petition ; and accordingly he is men- 
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tinned iu the dispatches ns the “ good Vizier/' 
AH the forms of a royal fivmaun were gone through 
as rupidlV as could be expected. The petition whs 
signed without my further demur, by the Vizier, 
and finally by the king Ferokaere. But when the 
royal firmaun was an accomplished fact, ami the en¬ 
voys prayed to be permitted to re f uru to Calcutta, 
another difficulty arose. In conseoueuce apparent¬ 
ly of j mother unaccountable exhibition of dilatori- 
ness on the part of their patron, Khan Dovrran, 
thev could not obtain permission to leave Delhi. 
At length even this difficulty was apparently sur¬ 
mounted, and the envoys were admitted to a fare¬ 
well audience wir.h-thu. king But the event is best 
described in a letter addressed by the envoys to 
(governor Hedges, dated 7th June, 1717, 


•« The 2 tfkd ultimo, John Sitrman received from his 
Majesty an horse and Cwger, as was pre-appointed ; 
and the 80th idt. vro were went for by Khan Iiowmn 
to receive our dispatches, which we had accordingly; a 
seerpaw and culgee being given to John Burmati, and 
sner'imws to Serhand and Ctlward Stephenson. tis like¬ 
wise to the rest of our companions. We were ordered 
to pass one by one to our obeisance * than t>* move 
from the Do wan. We did so. But when it came U 
Mr Hamilton's turn, he was told the king had panted 
him a vest as a mark of hi* favour, hut not for his dis 
patch. Ho he was ordered np to his standing again. 
Whilst he was performing this the kin- got up. We 
w highly surpmed at this unexpected motion, not 
having the least notice o a till that minute, either 
from our Patron or any of authority, it being near 
a twelve month since Mr Hamilton had been in private 
with the Majesty, and in all this time not the least 
notice taken, We Vfv ro very much conceded at his 
detainment, and the more because wo wore assured of 
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hiw firm aversion to accepting the service, oven with 
all it# charm of vast pay, honour St a .; that if tho king 
did detain him by force, if he outlived the trouble or 
his esteeming idfprisonmont, he might be endeavour- 
ing at nn escape, which every way had its ill conse¬ 
quences. To free our Honorable Mastern from any 
damages that might accrue to them from the pas 
sinuate temper of the king, our patron Khan Dowrm 
tva:i applied to for leave, twice or thrice ; but lie posh 
tively denied to speak or eveh have a hand in this 
business till our friend Seiarl S&llabut Khan■ hacl an. 
opportunity to lay the case open to him when ho 
ordered us tv* ; eak to the Vizier, and if by any means 
we could gain him to intercede that hr would back it ; 
nay if the Vizier refused, he would make on© effort 
for the doctor himself. Nav S&lt&but Khan promised 
*o convin * t,h king himself in case of am delay, pur¬ 
suant to our patron’s dimstions. We, made a visit', to 
the Vizier the (Jfch instant, and laid tho case open to 
him in a petition from Mr. Hamilton, of how little 
sendee ho could be without any physic, language or 
experience in the country medicines, or their names . 
besides which tlio heart breaking distract ion 9 of 
being parted for ever from his wife aucl chil¬ 
dren would be insupportable, and entirely tako 
away his qualifications for the king’s service; 
that under the favour of ins Majesty’s clemency, 
with the utmost submit, don, he desired that ho might 
have leave to depart with us. From ourselves wo in¬ 
formed tho Vizier that we should have esteemed this 
a very*great honour, but finding the Doctor under 
these troubles not to be persuaded, wo were obliged 
to lay the case before his Majesty, and we hum¬ 
bly desired ho would use his intercessions to the king, 
l imb hb Majesty might be prevailed upon to despatch 
him. The good Visrier readily offered to use his utmost 
endeavours ; and since the cas< was so, the business 
was to gain tho Doctor - dispatch without displeasing 
tho King ; and ho ordered a petition to bo drawn up 
to his Majesty in the same form that giveu to 
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hixnftalh Ifc sent him and the Vidor wa» ut/ 

r -d as his word : writing a very pathetic acldiw* 
to his Majesty, eaforeia;: Mr. Hamilton a rCMon*. 
and hacking them with his own opinion, that it 
was* letter to lot him go. The King returned 
an aus war which cmno out the Oth as follows sines 
he K 4 privy to mv disease, and perfectly under* 
stand Ida business l would very fain frave kept him, 
ami given him w hatsoover ho should have naked. But 
s • -ini ho cannot be brought on any forms to be eon- 
tent 7 agreo to it; and on condition that after ho has 
gone to Europe and procured such Medicines a» are 
hot to He got here' and eeea hi* wife and children, ho 
return to visit the court once more, let him go. We 
hop* in (Jod the troubisome bttmnett is now blown 
over/* 

Such then is the history f this curious embassy. 
We leave our readers to moralize upon the contrast 
of those days with the present; and merely conclude 
our narrative, by dismissing the dramatis personae. 
Dr. Hamilton died of a putrid fever soon after his 
return to Bengal; and a curious anecdote respecting 
his memory was told to Jonathan Scott, the trana- 
4 later of Verishtn, hy the celebrated Warren Hastings. 
The emperor Ectoksere was not satisfied with the 
account of Hatnilton'n death, w hich hf* received 
from the Governor and Council at Calcutta. Ac¬ 
cordingly he sent an Officer of rank to Calcutta to 
examine the truth from the Ha lives, whose solemn 
testimony and that of the Europeans were carried 
to the emperor. This circumstance was afterward* 
engraved on the tombstone of the deceased sur¬ 
geon. The other English envoys returned in safety 
to Calcutta, and we trust 46 lived happy ever 
afterwards/* The end of the principal actor* 
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in the Mogul court forms a part of the tragical 
history of the times-. Three years after the visit 
of the English embassy, Ferokserc was suddenly 
placed under confinement by the two Seiad 
brothers, Abdulla avid Hussein ; but the story of 
his death belongs to a future chapter. During the 
succeeding reign Hussein was assassinated by the 
connivance of the then sovereign ; and shortly 
afterwards Abdulla was also thrown into hopeless 
captivity, and his life is said to have been only 
spared out of respect for his descent from the 
prophet. Thus ends our story of the. English 
tnnbassy from Calcutta to Delhi a century and a 
half ago. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

GOVERNORSHIP OR MB. JOSEPH OMtET. 

1717—18. 

Air. Collet succeeded Mr. Harrison ns Gover¬ 
nor »i Madras on the 8th of Jamtmy 1717. Kia 
administration only lasted tlm*- years, for on the 
i 8th of January 1720, Mr, Collet retired in his 
turn, and was succeeded by Mr. Francis Hastings. 
The annals of those three years, 1717-20 are marked 
by events, which nre well worthy of preservation 
The English at that time possessed a great many 
staves, and accordingly two Charity Schools were 
erected for the children of those slaves. Then 
again the reception and proclamation of the Fir- 
moon,granted by the emperor Feroksore to the Eng* 
iish envoys at Calcutta, was evidently regarded as a 
most important affair ; and it is interesting to not?, 
the cere .monies and rejoicings which took place on 
the occasion. We have also n lively account of some* 
serious mid sharp fighting which took place re¬ 
specting the possession of the out villages which 
had been guaranteed hv the Firmnun ; together with 
notices of various incidents which serve to enlarge- 
our picture of those primitive but stirring times. 

Before however wc proceed with the annals of 
Madras, it will he necessary to briefly explain the 
position of affairs in Southern India. Sada- 
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tulia Khan was still Nabob of Afoot ; bui f-huen 
Kulioli Khun, better known as the Nizam-ul-Mnik, 
had been recalled from the Dekkau, and the Seiad 
Hussein Aii Khan, had been appointed in his 
room. Hussein All, as Bubal) of the L kkan, 
thus exercised supreme authority over the whole 
of Southern India ih the name of the Mogul em¬ 
peror bV.voksere. 

We shall now i ice our extracts before our 
venders in chronological order. The first refers to 
a curious ease of forgery, one however which ap¬ 
pears to bo more common in our own times than 
in the generation which has just passed away. 

•* Thursday, dth April, 17*7. The President 
acquaints the Board that on Monday in the after¬ 
noon, Captain John Powney having made a coin** 
plaint to him of Mr. John Richardson, writer in 
the Honorable Company's Service, for counterfeit¬ 
ing his hand, by drawing out a false invoice of 
goods \ pretending to have sent them by the said 
John Powney on Ship “ Britannia” to Siam; writ¬ 
ing tv receipt on the bottom of said invoice, and 
counterfeiting Captain Powney’s name thereunto. 
That he, the President, had upon the said John 
Richardsons acknowledging of the fact, closely 
confined him to his room. The said invoice, with 
another note, w hereunto Richardson forged Mr. 
Benjamin Walker’* hand, being given to Soon- 
drum, a Coimcapiiy, in pawn lbv the 3iini of 200 
pagodaa lent to Richardson ; Soondnim is called 
in, and produces the true notes to the said John 
Richardson ; who being shown the same, and ask¬ 
ed whose hand writing the notes were of, and the 
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names signed thereunto, acknowledged both the 
notes and the names to be of his own hand writing; 
only exauaing himself, by saying lie was greatly 
put to it for money, and hoped to have recovered 
his note? before they were due. The said John 
Richardson beinj* thereupon ordered to withdraw, 
the Board came to the following resolutions in 
relation to him. 

<k That h i he immediately discharged from the 
Honorable Company’s service; that he be close 
con;.: nod to the cock house, and sent for Great 
’ Ilain (with the consent of his creditors) by the 
ship ; and the Secretary is ordered to endorse 
t he said John Richardson’s true counterfeited notes 
on the back side of them, declaring they have 
ibis Board’s examination, and ate found 
to forged/ 1 

The next extract explains itself. 

" MonJov, 20th April. The President reports 
to ihc Board, that he has been acquainted with 
very great inconveniences which the soldiers suffer, 
by bang obliged to give their whole pay to the 
Steward of the Hospital, for sustenance during the 
time of their continuing sick in it; and being 
also obliged to pay half a pagoda per month to¬ 
wards their clothes, as many months as they 
stay in the Hospital for recovery of their healths. 
By paying so many half pagodas, they of course 
become in debt, which is so great a hardship upon 
there, that when they leave the hospital, the pay¬ 
ment of the debts they thereby contracted takes 
away great part of what they should buy provi¬ 
so- will;. To avoid which, many poor fellows 
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have ruined their Iienltlis rather than go into the 
HoBpitf-l to bo cured, when their distempers have 
been but in their ir fancy. 

" Ordered that for the future the soldiers be 
obliged to pay the Steward no more than two 
pagodas per ir.ensem for sustenance, during the 
time they continue in the hospital ; it being found 
upon a scrutiny into the matter, fully sufficient to 
furnish the men with good provisions/’ 

The next extract refers to a piece of im¬ 
morality we should have hesitated to publish, were 
it not curious as illustrating the light in which 
such proceedings were regarded five or six gene¬ 
rations ago. 

“ Monday, 6th May. Petition from Benjamin 
Skinner, Serjeant at Vizagrpatam, complaining of 
Thomas Wilford, Factor in the Honorable ' orn~ 
pany’s Service for having used too much familiarity 
with his wife ; ns fully appears by the deposition lie 
now produces, taken upon oath before Mr. Robert 
Symonds, Chief, and Mr. John Emmerson, Second 
of Council at Vizagapatam, wliich is entered after 
this consultation. 

«< Agreed that the said Thomas Wilford be sent 
f>r up Rom Vixngnpatam, and that he be suspend¬ 
ed the Honorable Company's Service till their 
pleasure be known concerning him.” 

“ The deposition of Stephen Wkinship taken be¬ 
fore the Chief and Council of Yizagapatam. 

«< The deponent declares upon examination in 
the case between Benjamin Skinner and his 
wife Anne, that he, the above, said Stephen 
Whiuship, with his wife, “Mary, inhabiting ;n 
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the house with the above sahl Benjamin Skiu- 
tier and his wife Anne ; that Mnry the wife of de¬ 
pot, ni did tell him her husband, that Anne the 
wife of the above said Benjamin Skinner held a 
ft. dliarity and an unallowable communication with 
Mr. Thomas VY Ilford, one of the Right Honorable 
Co rip i my’8 Factors ; and that said Mr. Thomas 
V\ ilford used to climb over the wall at unreasonable 
hours, nnd enter into the apartment of Anne, wife 
U. the above said Benjamin Skinner ; which the 
deponent taxing her with, and threatening to ac¬ 
quaint her husband of her evil practice*, wheu she 
with teal's confessed the fact, entreating him to 
conceal it from her husband’s ears. Afterwards, 
upon some difference between the wives of the de¬ 
ponent and the abovesaid Benjamin Skinner, Mary 
tiv wife of the deponent revealed it to the above 
mud Skinner/* 

Our next- extract is far more pleasing. It refers 
to th erection of the two Cbnriiy Schools for the 
education of the children of th slaves. 

e * Monday, 27th May. The President lays be¬ 
fore the Board a paper of proposals delivered him 
by Mr. Gruiidler, one of the Danish Missionaries 
hilely arrived from Tranquebar, for erecting two 
Charity Schools in this city. It is agreed that 
liberty be given for erecting two Charity Schools, 
one for' Portuguese in the English town, and 
another for Malabars in the Black-town. The 
proposals are &3 follows : — 

]. Whereas the slaves belonging to the Eng¬ 
lish Inhabitants of this place have a great many 
children, who have no manner of car# taken of 
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*hcm, ln»i am kepi entirely ignorant of the Chris¬ 
tian Eeligion* it is humbly proposed that a 
Charity School be erected, wherein such poor chil¬ 
dren shall be taught to read and write the Portu¬ 
guese language (which is the only one they under* 
i haul) mid be fully instructed and trained upon 
practical k nmvle< 1 .ce of religion and the tmo doc¬ 
trines of the Gospel. 

2. There being some reason to hope that the 
knowledge of Christianity may also be propagated' 
maoog the Natives of this country, it is life;wise 
proposed that a Malabar Charity School be erect- 
«<i in : ome convenient place in the Black-Town, 
fpr instructing poor children in the principles of 
jkligion, and to teach them to read, write, and 
east accounts after the way aud manner vised 
among the Malubms. 

3. " That thesK two Schools be allowed the pro¬ 
tection and patronage of the Honorable Governor 
and Council, without whose consent and approba¬ 
tion nothing of moment relating to the said 
Schools shall be transacted. 

4. That the immediate euro and direct ions of 
the said two Schools shall be committed to two 
ox more Trustees, to be appointed by the Honorable 
Governor for the time being. 

5 . That leave l>c given to such Trustees to 
build or buy two School houses, one for the 
Portuguese School within the English town, and 
another for the Malabar School in the Black-To w r 

6. That what money, gifts or legacies shall 
be given by Charitable persons for the support 
of the said two Schools, or either of them, shall 
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duly bo registered by (be Trustee* in a book: to be 
kept for that purpose, 

7. That the Trustees shall hire power to make 
what particular orders and regulations shall be 
found necessary for the b* .vor management of the 
JMifd two Schools, provided that said regulations 
shall be approved of by the Honorable Governor 
and Council,” 

We now come to the all-important event, the 
reception and proclamation of the imperial 
Finmtnn. The history of the embassy from Cal¬ 
cutta to Delhi, bv means of which the Fimimm 
was obtained, Inis already been given in the preced¬ 
ing chapter, 

^ Wednesday, 24th July. This clay being an 
pointed for proclaiming the Koval Firmatm or 
charter, granted by the Great Mogul King 1*V 
okscre to the Honorable English East India 
Company, for enjoyment of several privileges ia 
In? dominions (received from Bengal the 21st in- 
siost) the following mdrrs for the ceremony are to 
be observed, 

,£ All the *8ol*lier& of the Garrison are to be upon 
duty, and one company to be drawn up under 
arms before tk Fort gate. 

” The Mayor with all the Aldermen and city 
officers to attend on horseback at the Fort Gate., 
where the Firmnun will lie in the. Governor’s state 
palankeen, till the Governor comes down and 
orders the. Secretary to read it in the English lan¬ 
guage, and the Chief Dubash in the Moor* and 
GeutOO languages in presence of all the inhabi¬ 
tants of the city. After which, the palankeen with 
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the Pirn an n, attended by the Mayor, Aldermen, 
city officers on horse hark, a company of foot sol¬ 
diers, all the English will music, are to move for¬ 
ward down Charles Street to St. liionia-' Gate, 
where the Registrar is to proclaim His Mujoty’s 
Firmauu. From thence' to proceed to the Sen 
Gate, proclaiming,’ it there ; and soon to the Middle 
G#t' repeating the proclamation over again; from 
which Gate the. Mayor, Aldermen and city officers 
arc to return to the Governor in the Fort, and the 
Firmaun to be carried forward from this Middle 
Gate through the Black Tov.u to Attnpollinm 1 ' ate 
in manner following : viz. First the Red da Nuik, 
or watchman of the citv, to be on horse back with 
nil his Taliars and the country music, then one 
company of the English Guards, next two trumpets, 
after which the Chief Dubash on horse back, the 
palankeen with the Firmsun guarded by six Ser¬ 
jeants alter him •, and then all the Moors and 
Gentoo merchants on horse back clows alter the 
palankeen to the aforementioned Attapuiliuni Gate, ; 
where the Chief Dubash on horse back is to hold 
up the Royal Firmaun, and proclaim it.by express¬ 
ing himself in the following words. 

“ This is His Majesty King Feroksen s Royal 
Firmaun, wherein, he confirms to the Honorable 
English East India Company nil former giants and 
privileges, enjoyed by them heretofore; and further 
grants many new privileges, with the possession ol 
several lands in many parts ol India, with such 
favour as has never before been granted to uny 
European nation. 

Then he, the Chief Dubadi, k the re- 
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Untie to go out at the said Attapollium Gate; amt 
rntr•* the town at Torn Clarke's Gate, proclaiming 
the Koval Firman a a second time there * and thencv 
to proceed withii. the town at Bridge Foot Gate, in 
»vder to proclaim it a third time ; and from the said 
tilde to return to the Choultry, where the Taliars 
and Black Music ate to stay without* and the 
guards with the Publish and palankeen to return 
to the Fort and deliver up the Firmattn to the 
Governor ; the Black merchants being permitted 
on foot to attend it back from the Choultry gate : 
and for the more regular management,, of thm 
olemni/atiun the following orders were delivered 
the Gunner of the Garrison for discharging his 
part of the ceremony. 

“ To Mr. Frans Hugo'in, Gunner, 

“As soon as the Firroatm is read before the 
Governor at the Fort Gate, you shall begin to tire 
from St, Thomas Bastion, and proceed from thence 
to the Westward and on the Northward till you 
come round to the said St. Thomas Bastion ; mid 
then to continue tiring round the walls of the 
Black Town to the number* of 151 guns. As 
soon as t he fire is gone round the White Town, 
Captain Matthew J fart in, Commander of the “Mari’ 
borough,” must take up the fire ; and when he has 
done, ati the Europe Ships in the road must fire one 
after another ; and the country ships, upon the 
Furopo Ships finishing, to fire altogether ns fast as 
they coni the shins being handsomely dressed out 
with their colours and streamers. 

“ When the Governor and Company come to 
the garden at Tiffin, the Governor will begin the? 
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MogttPa health, when you must begin to lire from 
the Garden point, and continue the fire round the 
town to the number of 101 guns; after which you 
ore to prepare against Dinner to fire J01 guns at 
King George’s health, 51 guns at the Prince and 
Princess and Jioyal Families health, and after Pin¬ 
ner 3 L guns for the Honorable Company's health , 
the slops in the road to fire, nt drinking the Mogul’s 
and King George’s healths, in the same manner 
ns they did upon proclaiming the Boyal Fimiaun. 

After the ceremony of proclaiming the Krmntm 
in the EpgHsh and Black Town was over, the 
Honorable President with the Gentlemen of Coun¬ 
cil proceeded to the Garden house through the 
Black town, attended upon by all the Gentlemen 
of the city on horse back w ith handsome accoutre¬ 
ments ; where all they, English, Portuguese, Ar¬ 
menian and Moors Inhabitants, were splendidly 
entertained at Dinner ; and the day concluded 
with feasting of the soldier , with tubs of punch, 
orul a bonfire nt night ; and. the Black Merchants, 
to show their joy at the Honorable Company’s re¬ 
ceiving so much favour from the Mogul, made 
abundance of fireworks upon the 1 [and.” 

The next extract refers to the projected occupa¬ 
tion of I)ivy Island, off Masulipotam, In the Eng¬ 
lish. Possession had been granted in the Firmaun, 
but some difficulties rose in the way. The extract 
ri chiefly interesting as illustrating the feelings oi 
the Natives towards the English of that period. 

" Monday, 36th August. The President de¬ 
livers to the Board a translation oi their letters 
from Mftsidipntara, one by Cunsuin Peru, wlr> had 
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been formerly Chief Dubush to lie New East In¬ 
dia Company there, the other from Khan Colonoo 
Buggftwsn, an eminent Brahmin in those parts, 
a<! vising and pressing us to take speedy possession 
of )>ivy Island. They both agreed that ail the 
inhidntiutts wait impatiently for us, and that wo 
way depend upon having an accession of people 
from the continent; the inhabitants being very 
desirmfs of living under the English Government, 
ami that there arc already eighteen towns and vil¬ 
lages upon the Island. 

u After full debating the matter, it is agreed 
that Cimsum Bern be* sent for hither to give us a 
more full Account of the state of affairs there , that 
lie be taken into the Company's service and em¬ 
ployed in that business; and that in the meantime, 
the President do give orders for providing all 
necessaries ready for taking possession of JDivy 
Island/' 

The following extracts exhibit the operation of 
i c imperial Firnmin, as n,„ards regaining pos¬ 
session of the out*villages. 

“ Monday, 2nd Saptemlwr. The President pro* 
duces translates of letters from the Nabob Satia¬ 
te ilia Khan, Sunk* Hamah, and our spy Brahmin 
at Arcot, relating to the demand he had made 5f 
Trivatore and other villages lately granted by the 
Boyal Pirmaun. The Nabob’s letter is wrote iti gc* 
tttim terms, with a great many compliments, but 
refers to Sunk a Kamah and the spy Brahmin for 
an answer to the business in hand. They both 
advise that in conversation the Nabob told them, he 
could not deliver up possession of the village* 
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without seeing the original Firmaun, bat that he 
was desirous tomn'iitain good understanding with 
the English. 

u Ob a full consideration of (he matter it was 
agreed that the President should write to the Na¬ 
bob, rendering him thanks for the assurances of his 
friendship and favour, and acquainting him that 
21 days after this date, he designs to take posses¬ 
sion of the said villages ; and together vjith his 
letter to send the present, usually marie/upon a 
new President '3 accession to the Government of 
this place ; which has been suspended so long, 
that we might be assured of the Nabob’s keeping 
his post ; which has been very unlikely, and if a 
new Nabob had been established, we should have 
been obliged to have given it over again. The 
sum. agreed on is 500 pagodas, and one piece of 
superfine scarlet cloth to the Nabob, and 200 pa¬ 
godas with some cordial waters to Ducknaroy, 
the Nabob’s Secretary and Son-in-law, who has 
the chief management of his affairs. To whom 
also it was agreed the President should write a 
short compliment. It is further agreed that the 
President do write to Sunka Hamah to make the 
several presents ; and at the same time to ac¬ 
quaint. the Nabob that it is an express grant in 
tfe Itoya! Eirmaun, that neither lie, nor any of the 
King’s officers, should demand to see any of the 
original papers ; but that copies, duly attested by 
the Gazi, shall be a sufficient claim on our parts 
for the several privileges and grants bestowed upon 
us • and that himself and all other officers are ob¬ 
liged to yield obedience to such attested copies/’ 
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u Thursday, I Dili September. The President 
proposes to the Board the taking possession of 
Trivafcore, &c. (five villages granted the English 
Company by the Mogul) on Monday, and Tuesday 
next, and. begin with Trivatore, and in case of op¬ 
position (which is hardly expected) to repel force 
by force.” 

Mira day, 3 3rd September. Early this morn¬ 
ing the Honorable President (attended by moat 
of the Gentlemen in the place) set out for Triva« 
tore, whereof he took possession, stayed there and 
dined and returned in the evening, having in the 
interim taken possession of two more villages. 

<k Tuesday, 24th September. Early this morning 
Mr. Richard Lordon set out with a party of men, 
and took possession of the two other villages with¬ 
out any opposition, and returned about noon.” 

" Sunday, 29th September. The President 
represents that this morning he has received 
advices from the Nabob’.* Court at Arcot, and from 
Peers; k at Voonaraallee, tha-t the former would 
not accept of the 500 pagodas present, we bad sept 
to Sunka Hamah for that purpose ; and that less 
than 1000 would not content him. That Peers a da 
had stopped the roads to this city from Poonamal- 
lee, and would not. permit merchandize, or the 
common necessaries of livewood, to. to be brought 
into Madras ; and that he had sent to Dia am, the. 
Head Renter of the country under Hussein Ali 
Khan, for assistance to distress us further. 

‘ On mature deliberation upon these advices it 
was agreed to make the Nabob’s present 1000 pa¬ 
godas for the following reasons. 

$e 
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u 3 1 i ratj, that we might divide the interest of the 
country Government about us, and thereby prevent 
their joining together to distress us. 


<tf Secondly, the pros*. at last made by our la to 
President amounted o that value, and might give 
them the fairer pretence to demand the same now. 
Thirdly, the present is conditional on his giving 
ix letter confirming to us the peaceable possession 
of the villages we have lately taken*” 

Wednesday, 9th October. The President pro¬ 
duces a lettev which he received from Dirmun 
yesterday, wherein the said 0inram demands by 
wliat authority we hare taken possession of Triva- 
tore and . he other villages • and adds that unless 
we have a surrnud under Sadat itil a Khan’s seal or 
Seiad Hussein AJi Khan's Per wanna, to warrant 
our so doing, we must restore the villages to hu 
order, 

“ The President’s answer to the aforesaid letter 
is also read, signifying to the said Diaram, that 
what we have done in relation to the villages is by 
virtue of his Majesty's uthority; and that we will 
not give up our just rights on any pretence what¬ 
soever, hut on the contrary will defend them to the 
utmost of our power. The President’s conduct on 
this occasion is approved by the Board. 

6f The President likewise communicates to the 
Board a letter which he lately received from some 
of the inhabitants of Divy Island, pressing him to 
despatch the Deputy Governor thither with all 
speed, to prevent the countries being laid waste 
by Apporrow the Ben ter , who is now plqtidering 
the inhabitants, as apprehending their desertion 
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from him upon the arrival of our people there. ')Y 
I’redident’s to the said lette* is also read 

mid approved ; encouraging them as much as pos¬ 
sible to wait with patience till the rains are over* 
when they may expect the Deputy Go vernor with 
a sufficient force to rescue' them from the oppres¬ 
sions of Apporrow and to redress thoir grievances, 

« Wednesday, 16th October. The President 
commurdcates to the Board a proposal which was 
made him by Simka Baruah and the other late joint 
Stock merchants, to rent the live new villages 
granted by the lirmaun, viz. Trivatore, Satafegodu, 
Catawaucha, Vezallawarrow and Lingambauca at 
1200 Pagodas per annum for 12 years- Where¬ 
upon the yearly amount of that lie venue being 
examined into, when the said villages wore grant¬ 
ed the Honorable Company in President Pitt's 
time, and found to be just the same, it is agreed 
that they be lot to the aforementioned persons for 
12 years, at 1200 pagodas per annum ; and that 
the Secretary do prepare a lease against next 
fjonsultaiion.” 

l>iaram the Head Bent or was not disposed to 
see the villages taken out of his hands, without 
making an effort to force Governor Collet to give 
him a present. The following extracts in reference 
•o these proceedings will be found very curious. 

" Friday, 18th October. The President ac¬ 
quaint* the Board that he has just now received 
advice from Trivatorc, that Diaram’s sou has enter- 
<id that town with 25(1 horse and 1000 foot, and 
had cut down our flagstaff and posted himself in 
the town. He adds that in the morning a Brah- 



win belonging-to Din ram bad been with him ; and 
after a very long harangue wide of his purpose, 
delivered bis errand, which was to demand a pre- ,* 


sent of 1000 pagodas to Diararn, in'consideration 
of which he would quit all pretentions to- the vil¬ 
lages we were possessed of. He declared withal 
that unless we would comply with that demand, 
Diaram’s forces would take possession of them the 
next day. It appeared in fact that the forces were 
on their march to Trivatore whilst the Brahmin 
was delivering his message. , 

“The President then proposed to the Board to 
consider whither we should comply with their de¬ 
mands of money in older to buy a peace : or whe¬ 
ther we should tamely sit down with the affront 
they bad given us in cutting flown our flag, and 
wait to see how much further they would proceed ; 
or whether we should make a vigorous charge with 
our forces, and endeavour to drive them out of the 
Town by force of arms. 

“ After mature deliberation it appeared to be 
the unanimous opinion of the. whole Board, that 
we should endeavour to drive the enemy out of 
Trivatore by force, for the following reasons. 

“ First, that Diararn has no pretence to make any 
demands on us on account of the said town ): that 
we are not directed by the .Firmaun to demand 
possession of them from him, but from the Nabob ; 
his business being only to collect the rents for 
Seiad Hussein Ali Khan; and that to give him 
money upon this occasion would be a precedent 
for him to make demands on any other, or perhaps 
without any pretence, whenever he should think lit. 
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“ Secondly, that to sit down quietly without re- 
sending the affront, would but encourage the enemy 
to proceed to greater injuries ; and give them rea¬ 
son tc apprehend that we were doubtful of our 
own strength, ami must submit to whatever terms 
they should think lit to impose on us, 

“ Thirdly, our men having of hit :, been pretty 
well disciplined, aud being now completely officer¬ 
ed, we do not doubt their being able to drive the 
enemy out of the town and maintain the posses¬ 
sion; which we hope will have so good an effect 
as to deter them from attacking us rashly again. 

“ Agreed that the direction of the Military be 
left to the Governor singly.” 

“ Monday, 2 1st October. Die President reposts 
that after closing the consultation on Friday even¬ 
ing, he held a consultation with the military offi¬ 
cers ; the result of which wa9, that he gave orders 
to Lieutenant John Poach to draw out 150 men 
of the Garrison, to be in a readiness to march by 
two o'clock in the morning of the 19th to Trivatore • 
that he should endeavour to. enter the town about 
break of day, and if he found the enemy there, to 
attack them immediately, and endeavour to drive 
them out ot the town, and to keep possession of it 
till further orders. The President adds that about 
9 odock in the morning he received advices from 
Lieutenant Roach, that he had entered the town 
exactly at the time appointed, and found the enemy 
in possession > but that after about an hour’s dis¬ 
pute he had obliged them to quit the town and 
take to the plains. That after this they made 
some attacks, but were constantly drove hack; 
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anil Lieutenant Loach pursuing* some of them to 
the plain, saw a fresh body of horse coming from 
the northward, which he then guessed by view to 
be about 500 in number. On these advices the 
President ordered Lieutenant. Fullerton to draw 
out 100 men move of the Garrison, and with a 
sufficient quantity of provisions and ammunition, 
and two held pieces, to march immediately in 
order to join Lieutenant Loach. By 12 o'clock 
at noon all things were in a readiness, und Lieu¬ 
tenant Fullerton began his march. In the mean¬ 
time the President ordered the militia of the town 
to be raised, who took possession of the ‘White 
townwhile the out-guar.Is were strengthened 
by the remainder of the Garrison; and Gunner 
itugonm, with the Governor's Horse Guards (being 
six in the whole), were ordered to patrol about 
the Washer town and Tondore, to prevent the 
enemy from burning or plundering; on that side. 
At 3 o'clock in the afternoon^ the President receiv¬ 
ed further advices from Lieutenant Loach, dated 
half air hour after 12, advising that the enemy had 
kept skirmishing with them till near that time, 
but then were all drawn off, and marched towards 
Batangodn, after ha had recovered the Flag Staff, ; 
and Flag, which he again hoisted in the middle of 
the Town. Soon after arrived further advices 
that Lieutenant Fullerton had joined Lieutenant 
Loach with his body, and that the enemy were 
marched off to some mile distance On which the 
President sent order to Lieutenants Loach and 
Fullerton to march back in the evening or early 
the next morning ; it being difficult to supply them 
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with necessaries at that distance. They returned 
the same evening, and arrived at T?ort St. George 
about 8 o'clock. 

“ It appeared that on Lieutenant Roach's 
entering the town the boors were not prepared to 
receive him, presuming- we durst not march out 
of the reach of our own cannon. As soon, as he 
gained the middle of the town, he saluted them 
with three vollies which did some execution. As 
fast as they (the enemy) got into older, they pos¬ 
sessed themselves of tin Avenues which arc numer¬ 
ous, and endeavoured to regain the middle of the 
town ; it being a very large square containing & 
Tank and a Pagoda ; but in about a hour’s t’me 
they were obliged to quit the town and take to 
the plains, though they afterwards made several 
attempt to re-enter the town but were obliged to 
retire about noon, 

“In the whole action, which lasted about six 
Lours, there was not one man of our Gams on kilkd 
or wounded by the enemy; one only of our 
Europeans was shot in the arm by his comrade’s 
error m firing ; three of our peons were slightly 
wounded, but none killed. The enemy left in 
tho place one camel, 6 horses killed; six horses 
were taken alive by our men. Eive men only of 
the slain were left, the rest being carried away : so 
that we do not know the certain number, but sup¬ 
pose there might be about 10 or 12 lulled in the 
action. 

“•The President adds that he received advices 
yesterday from Poommallee, that when the enemy 
had marched about 3 miles from Tvivatore towarde 
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Foonamallee, they encamped and continued there 
till 9 o’clock at. night ; add then inarched one 
hour (contrary to their custom) without lights ; 
fearing, as it appeared, to be attacked in the night; 
for when they thought themselves out of reach of 
pursuit, they light their duties and proceed on 
their march toward? Poonamallee. Advices from 
thence further adds that Pinrara*s sou, who com¬ 
manded the party, was shot through the shoulder 
blade and his life endangered that the. com¬ 
mander next to hiiofi had severaL balls in his thigh ; 
that thirteen more of their men were wounded, and. 
eleven horses, besides one camel and two horses 
which dropped on the road. 

tf The President concluded that this great suc¬ 
cess without any loss must, next to the blessing 
of God on the justice of our cause, be ascribed to 
the good conduct of Lieutenant Poach, who had 
posted lus men in such a manner that the enemy 
was not able to make any attack without certain 
loss to themselves, as at the same time they were 
unable id do ns the least injury. He, therefore, 
proposes to the Board to consider of some honorary 
reward to be given Lieutenant lloach, who to 
his former merit at .Fort St. David, bus added this 
new and eminent service. 

c: Agreed that in consideration of Lieutenant 
John Roach’s former services at Fort St. .David, for 
which the Honorable Company have in their letters 
ordered him a gratuity, whlcfi lias never yet been 
given, and also in consideration of his eminent 
service.at Trivatore on the 19th instant, in defeat¬ 
ing the enemy, with so much loss on their side. 
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and v v tliout the loss of one man in ours 5 -vfcliat 
tp President by his* Commission constituted 
Lieutenant John R&eh, Major of all the Honor¬ 
able Company’s forces on the (bast of Coromandel 
and Island of Sumatra ; amt tli.it a Gold Medal, 
with the Honorable Company's arms set round 
with diamond sparks, with an inscription ou the 
reverse suitable to the occasion, (the value about 
300 pagodas) be given him. 

“ Agreed that his pay as Major be 20 pagodas 
per mensem. 

c Agreed that it be left to the discretion of the 
President to order smart money to the wounded, 
and Some gratuity to the inferior officers, who all 
behaved themselves very well in the engagement. 

Thus ended this gallant little atfair, which must 
have created ho small excitement amongst the', 
denizens of Port St, George. 

The following story of a spy is very envious as 
illustrating the life of an adventurer in the olden 
tithe. 

“ Friday, 7 lit February. The President informs 
the Board that he had for sometime past kept one 
i-Vanmaco Ferera, a pretended Doctor, close pri¬ 
soner in the Fort, on an. information lie had re¬ 
ceived that the said Doctor had performed the 
part of a spy, mid given information erf out circum¬ 
stances to the Moors during our quarrels with 
Dianna. Thai as to his personal character he 
had formerly been a Jew in Italy, and Constanti¬ 
nople, and at Grand Cairn ; and that in the latter 
place he turned Turk, and married and had chib 
dreri, who now reside there. That be has been 
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sometime in these parts, arid professing hiniself a 
Christian, married a Portuguese woman an inhabi¬ 
tant of this city. The President adds that he lias been 
very much solicited to release the prisoner, who is 
not capable of doing any further hurt with respect 
to Diaram. He proposes to consider whether the 
prisoner may not be freed on giving security for 
his behaviour, and that he shall not go out of the 
English bounds without leave of the Governor.. 
All the circumstances being considered, it is 
agreed, that on giving good security as above, that 
the said Francisco Ferera be discharged from, his- 
imprisonment, 

" The prisoner proposing one Francisco Gre¬ 
gorio, au inhabitant of this place of some substance, 
to he bound with him in the penal sum of 1000 
pagodas for his good behaviour;—it is ordered 
that the Secretary make Out a bond accordingly/* 

The next story of a murder gives, us an insight 
into the working of the police peons under the 
Peel da Naik, 

“ Monday, 9tli June 3718. The President re¬ 
ports that some Ghizerat Merchants bad been with 
him this morning, to advise him that one Frivadee, 
a Surat Merchant Inhabitant of this place, was 
found this morning with his servant hanged in hi* 
mvn house, and that it was supposed they had 
hanged themselves. That on this information he 
had ordered the Secretary, in the presence of the 
Company's merchants and the Gw&erat merchants, 
to take an account of the deceased’s elects and se¬ 
cure them for his relations. 

* Wednesday, 11th June. The President no 
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qUAints tilt; Board tliat y. Afcerday morning lie had 
discovered that Frivadee and bis servant, who 
were supposed to have hanged themselves* were 
murdered by robbers, who had curried oil: a very 
larg-e booty in money ; that he had immediately 
given out orders tor a strict search after the mur¬ 
derers . and that just now three persons were 
brought before him, charged with that murder ; 
that the case being extraordinary, he had sum¬ 
moned them together to hear the examination of 
the prisoners, and such witnesses ^should appear 
against them. 

“ The prisoners and witnesses, with a considera¬ 
ble number of the principal inhabitants, Europeans 
and Natives, ware called in ; and the money and 
jewels which had been taken by the prisoners from 
Erivadee were produced, having been taken in 
possession of tho several prisoners to the amount 
of five or six thousand pagodas. 

" On a full examination it appeared to the whole 
Board that there was sufficient reason to put the 
prisoners upon trial for their lives for murder and 
robbery; and it was accordingly agreed that they 
should be tried in the Mayor’s Court according to 
the charter, mid that an order be given the Mayor 
in the following manner. 

“ On a full examination: of Cadojee, Terseram, 
■-and K.;^nados, who stand charged with the murder 
of Frivadee and his servant on the night between 
eighth and ninth instant, and several other wit¬ 
nesses concerning that murder,—we do find full 
and sufficient cause to put the said Cadojee, }?er- 
serain and ivisnados on trial for their lives - and 
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in order thereto, we do hereby authorize you, the 
Worshipful John Legg, Esq., Mayor, to summon r 
court to-morrow, being the 12th instant, lor the 
trial of the. said prisoners, and to acquit them, or 
on their conviction of murder and robbery, to 
condemn them to sufFe death in such manner a? 
shall seem to you most proper to deter others from 
committing the like crimes/’ 

Short work was made of these gentlemen, for 
two day3 aHenvards we find the following signifi¬ 
cant entry- * 

“ Friday, 13th Juno. This morning about 
9 o’clock Omlojee, Perseram, and Kteriados wore 
executed upon the Island/’ 

This event directed the attention of (xovernoir 
Collet’s attention to the inefficiency of the Pedda 
JSfaik We extract the proceedings at length. 

<l Monday, 7th July. The President reports to 
the Board that Pedda Naik, the chief Watchman 
of the town, has forfeited his Cowle by open and 
notorious transgressions of every part thereof ; 
that he is become utterly incapable of discharging 
the duly of that post, having by his extravagance 
rendered himself unable either to maintain a suffi¬ 
cient number of Tnliars to watch the city, or u> 
make good any losses that shall happen a-' by the 
Cowle he is obliged to do ; that through his in 
capacity as a watchman to discharge his duty, 
frequent robberies have happened of late, and one 
instance of what is unusual in these parts of n 
merchant and his servant murdered in their own 
house by robbers. The President added that if a 
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speedy dop was not put to this mischief it would 
increase upon us till it become past remedy, 

“ The Cowle was then read, and the violation 
of every part thereof by Pedda Naik was notorious 
to the whole Board. 

“ The Pedda Nluk being called in, and acquaint¬ 
ed with the sentiments of the Board on his con¬ 
duct, was asked if he had any thing to say in his 
own defence. He only replied that he was not 
able to do better, and left himself to the judgment 
of the Board. 

“ Agreed that Pedda Naik. chief watchman of 
the city; having forfeited his Cowle, and being in¬ 
capable of performing the duty of his office, he 
dismissed the Honorable Company's Service. 

< ; Agreed that Koonugoree Tiinapa, Naik of 
the same cast and family with Pedda Naik, be 
constituted chief watchman of this city of Madras, 
under the same obligation, of duty, and with the 
same privileges and revenues as the former enjoyed. 

“ Agreed that the revenues from the Sea Gate, 
Choultry and Bazar appropriated to the Watch¬ 
man, be to the end of this month carried to Pedda 
Naik account, they being mortgaged to the cor¬ 
poration ; and the beginning of the next month 
delivered up to the new Watchman ; and that all 
these other revenues be immediately delivered up 
to the new Watchman.” 

Towards the end of the year 1718, Governor 
Collet appears to have concluded a definite arrange¬ 
ment with Sadatnlla Khan, Nabob of Arcot, 
regards possession of the out-village*. The fol- 
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lowing extracts will sufficiently explain the mat¬ 
ter. 

“ Monday, 10th November 1718. The Presi¬ 
dent represents to the Board the present state of 
n (Fairs with respect to the country Government; 
that he lias been for sometime past, aa they know, 
tlm atened with forces from the Nabob, in case 
lie would not deliver up Trivatore and the villages 
granted by the firm arm. But that for about a 
fortnight past the Nabob had by some of.bis agents 
begun privately a treaty of peace with Mm. The 
first terms that were offered were that the villages 
should be delivered into the hands of Sunka Hamah 
till a sunned could be procured from Seiad Hus¬ 
sein Ali Khan ; which being rejected by the 
President, the Nabob proposed that the President 
should write to him in general terms to this pur¬ 
pose ; viz, that he had taken possession of the 
village by virtue of the king's gr ut, and that the 
Company would give orders to return the king 
thanks for his bounty, and to procure a snnrmd 
from Seiad Hussein Ali Khan. If not that the 
Nabob was ut liberty to act as he should think 
tit. To which the Nabob was to answer, that if 
the Company procured a sunnad from Seiad Hus¬ 
sein Ali Khan, it would confirm the peace between 
us. The President adds that the sun, insisted on 
for presents is 2000 pagodas for the Nabob, and 
1000 pagodas for Pncknaroy his Secretary, and 
prime minister; of which he proposes 1000 to be 
paid out of the tax levied for building the choul¬ 
tries, ami the other 2000 out of cash. The Presi¬ 
dent further adds that he has not yet returned an 
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answer to this proposal, being willing first to know 
the sentiments of the Board concerning it. 

“ After mature deliberation the whole Board 
unanimously agreed that the President should ac¬ 
cept of the N abob’s proposal, and make peace with 
him accordingly, for the following reasons. 

First. Hereby we fully assert our right to the 
possession of the villages by virtue of the King’s 
grant, without entering into any engagements 
of receding from that right, even though a 
surmud should not be obtained. 

Secondly. That three years time of settled 
peace (as far as such a thing can be with the 
Moors) is hereby gained, and thereby time suffici¬ 
ent for the Honorable Company to give their 
orders for our future conduct- 

Thirdly. We hereby assert the Honorable Com¬ 
pany’s right to all the grants made in the Firmaun, 
iu which that' of Divy Island is included. 

Fourthly. By making peace on these terms, \vc 
effectually prevent all future demands upon us on 
account of our new fortifications on the JJorthside 
of the Town, and of our for Hying Egmore, which 
used to be always esteemed a ground of complaint 
aud cause of quarrel. It also prevents all claim 
on account of the goods recovered out of the wreck 
of the Ship " Success/ 5 and the manner of our doing 
it, that is by open force. 4 peace being once con¬ 
cluded without any claim on these accounts, there 
can he no previsions raised on them hereafter. 

‘‘The President then told the gentlemen of the 
Board that this negotiation required the utmost 
secrecy till it was effected. Besides that, though 
he does believe the Nabob to be iu earnest, yet the 
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Moors so much affect a mysterious conduct,, that 
it is not to be depended on till perfected. It being 
very usual for them to enter on a Treaty when 
they* design a surprizing blow. He added that to 
prevent any danger of that kind, he had placed a 
sufficient Garrison in Egmore T ort,, and doubled 
the guards at all the Choultries ; and that he had 
employed several spies in the enemy’s camp as 
well ns in the country round about.” 

“Mondays 15th December. The President re¬ 
ports to the Board that this day the peace con¬ 
cluded with the .Nabob was fully ratified; that 
Aga Mogheen, who had negotiated that affair with 
him, came to the Garden about 10 o’ctoclc this 
morning with two elephants, fifteen horses, and 
about three hundred peons ; that one of the ele¬ 
phants carried a chair of state with a canopy, in 
which sat two persons who brought two Seerpav/s 
for the President, with a perwanna in answer to 
the letters wrote sometime since, expressing the 
Nabob’s agreement to the terms of peace, and de¬ 
siring a suimud might be procured from Seiad 
Hussein Ali Khan as soon as it could be done con¬ 
veniently. The Nabob sent also a horse which 
Aga Mogheen delivered to the President. The 
solemnity was greater than usual on the occasion 
on the Moors part. We received them with a 
both of nearly 500 men in arms ; all the Honor¬ 
able Company’s servants and most of the inha¬ 
bitants being*present, with great numbers of the 
Natives. The presents being received, the Na¬ 
bob's health was drank and 111 guns fired.” 

During this year Governor Collet was engaged 
m a long and troublesome inquiry into the con- 
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duct of tlie Governor of Sumatra, who by 
regular proceedings had brought on a war with 
the Sultan, which had terminated m the forced 
retirement of the English. The particulars would 
afford but little interest to our Madras readers; 
but the following certified statement ot the inhu¬ 
man conduct of an English superior «t this 
time, furnishes such a sad picture of the atrocities 
which occasionally occurred, that we cannot pass it 
ovor The entry is to be found in the consultation 
book of 14th August, 1718 ; but the event itself 
ha.t taken plat e at the beginning of the year. .1 he 
statement is ns follows. 

•f To whom it doth or may concern, 

<c This is to certify that on Sunday the 2nd ot 
February 1718, before noon came on shore at 
Bantaii, Mr. James Morris (supervisor from the 
Mai boro ugh) some thing in liquor. After dinner, 
he being drunk, he sent for two of the men pri¬ 
soners of war out of the cork house ; when having 
asked a few questions, be ordered them down up¬ 
on <|,e parade, himself attending, where lie ordered 
one of them to be beheaded first, and then the ohier 
inhumanly to have his fingers and thumbs hacked 
off joint, by joint, and at last his head cut oft; 
after which, or neat day, he obliged Saltan Cut* 
duel to sign their death warrants ; m attestation 
ot wbich we have hereunto set our hands Jus 9tli 
day of August, 1717 in Madras. 

J .Benjamin Graves, 

Egbert Wynn. 

A.UGU6TI * Wynn. 
Boberx. Barret/’ 
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The cloning year of Mr. C het’s governorship 
mm to have pastel tranquilly away ; and the 
domestic incidents which occurred at Madras thus 
present a striking contrast to those tragical 
revolutions at Delhi which were heralding the 
fall of the Mogul empire. In a previous chapter, 
we noticed the state of thf court at Delhi in 
1715-17, when the English embassy was despatch- 
eel from Calcutta to ike emperor Ferokscre. We 
now purpose, to bring out in bold relief the con¬ 
trast ‘already indicated. First stringing together 
V«e ; concluding annals of Madras under Governor 
Collet; and then biking a glance at the contempo¬ 
rary events which being enacted in the em¬ 
pire of the Mogul 

Our first incident is simple enough, and the ex-, 
trad will explain itself. 

f; Monday, 5th January , 1719. Augustus -Bur¬ 
ton, who came out in the Honorable Company^ 
Service upon the "Mary” the last year, on 
his coming on board the ship brought with him 
clandestinely a young man, named Edmund Massey 
Ms brother-in-law; without permission of the Com- 
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pany or Captain, who was ignorant o‘‘ it till the 
ship was under .mil, when it, was too late to send 
him ashore. The Captain, since bis arrival from 
Bengal* applied to the President for permission to 
carry the s&id Edmund Massey back again to Eng¬ 
land, to prey -nt his having to pay the penalty for 
bringing out any passenger to India without the 
Company’s permission, which he is obliged to by 
bis charter party. But the said Edmund Mas¬ 
sey, having likewise requested to be enter I oined in 
the service here as h writer, and being* a sober lad 
and capable of business,—it is agreed that we do 
give; Captain Hob ben a permission to leave him 
here, and that he be admitted into the service till 
the Honorable Company’s pleasure can be known 
concerning linn /’ 

Our next, extract illustrates the peaceful state of 
the relations between the Government, of Fort St* 
George, aud Sad at alia Khan, the Nabob of this 
Carnatic. 

“Wednesday, 11th February. The President 
represent to the Board that Ducknaroy, who is 
prime minister to tho Nabob Sadutuiia Khan, and 
Fyre Khan the Nabob s general. Came to St Thome 
last Saturday, with a body of 400 hoi - a; and 1000 
foot, in older to perform a religious ceremony of 
washing in the sea at the time of the Sun’s Eclipse 
tho next day; and that be (the President) had 
sent ihe Company’s blaok ser/ants and merchants 
to welcome him into this part of the country, and 
to sound the inclinations of Ducknaroy, whether 
he was inclined to accept an invitation to see the 
Fort ■, and that ho had received a very civil answer 
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from Ducknaroy ..nil Pyre Khan, with, assurances 
of their friendship, and on intimation that they 
were, inclined to give him a visit. 

"• These two persons having the greatest influ¬ 
ence’ both in the direction and in the execution of 
the Nabob’s affairs, it is thought convenient to 
receive them in such a manner as may establish 
the good understanding between us and them be¬ 
gun on making the peace ; and that presents be 
made them in such a manner as may be most ac¬ 
ceptable to tliern to the amount of 1000 pagodas ; 
that they mav bo admitted into the White Town 
with 20 palankeens, 100 horse, and 300 foot; 
that the President receive them at the foot ot' the 
stairs in the inner Fort, and lead Ducknaroy into 
the Consultation Room; that 51 guns be fired by 
the Port; and then taken up by the ships; that 
on his departure out of the White Town the same 
number of guns bo again fired, and taken up by 
the ships also; that, the Secretary and Captain 
Fullerton be sent to St. ThouuS to invite them to 
come into Town to-morrow morning/’ 

“ Thursday, 12th Fein nary. About 9 o'clock 
this morning Ducknaroy, the Nabob Sadntu da 
Khan's Prime Minister and favorite, together with 
Fyre Khan his General, entered the Town with 
100 horse and 200 foot (in pursuance to the invi¬ 
tation) and came to pay a visit to the President. 
They were welcomed into Town with 51 gufll 
from the Fort and afterwards from the “ King 
George” and other ships in the road with a pro¬ 
portionable number. T he. President attended by 
the gentlemen of Council, covenanted servants 
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and most of the inhabitants of the place, conduct¬ 
ed them into the Consultation Room, where the 
Nabob’s health was drank, and after a shoxt con¬ 
fabulation, they took their leaves (being saluted 
with 51 guns from the Fort and afterwards by the 
slaps a'*} above) and went to a house in the Black 
Town prepared by Snnkah Ham ah for their recep¬ 
tion ; where they were sumptuously entertained at 
the Honbrable Company’s Expense till 5 o'clock 
in the evening, when they went to take a view 
of the Gfjrden house and from thence returned to 
St. Thomp,” 

The following incidents are so simple that we 
leave the records to tell their own story. 

Monday* 23rd February, 1719. The President 
acquaints the Board that being informed several 
Patau Merchants were come from Bengal on a 
ship bound to St. Thoiue, he had used means to 
induce them to settle at Madras and to land their 
good* Jure ; that he had prevailed with them, on 
-■onditiop they had a eowle granted exempting 
them from paying the Pagoda or Musqneet duty. 
They alledged that to pay to the Pagoda would be 
contributing* to the promoting of idolatry , and 
that they cannot consent to contribute to the Mats* 
queet in this place, which belongs to a different 
sect of Mahoramackms. 

“ Agreed *that in consideration the granting 
such a eowle will be no detriment to any part of the 
Honorable Company's revenues, but on the con¬ 
trary w ill increase them by the addition of foreign 
Merchants becoming inhabitants, such a cowle be 
granted them.” 
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“ Thursday, 26th February, 1710 Chinna 
Chetty , out* of f he Che tty Caste, was bioui/hf. before 
the Boord and charged with the breach of the law- 
made the 7tli February 1717, lor preventing dis¬ 
putes and differences between, the several Castes ; 
wherein it is provided that all the Severn! castes 
shall, on fchfcir public festivals and Solemnities, 
make use of St George's flag and llo of her. In 
violation of which law the said Chinna f/hetty did 
hoist a (lentoo flag at Trivatore on Sunday bust. 
He confessed the fact, but pleaded ignorance of 
the law, which could not be true ; that jiw having 
been promulgated with the utmost aulemfoity. being 
ntlixed to all tin gates of the town for some 
months, and made on so remark a bit*, an occasion 
as the desertion of the Ghetty caste, 

c< The Board* not. being informed of the orirai- 
rial's circumstances, fully agreed to defer pronounc¬ 
ing sentence till the next consultation ; designiug, 
if he be a man of some subsfcauce, to impose a pro¬ 
portionate line upon him ; otherwise to inflict a 
corporal punishment and turn him qiit of the 
bounds 5 it being necessary to innkejfii example 
of suc h Offenders on the first breach of that law ; 
the preservation of which is so requisite to prevent 
>11 disturbances that may otherw ise arise -on caste 
affairs . 

“ .Monday, 2 nd March. The President, reports 
to the Board that according to agreement in last 
consultation, he had enquired into the circum¬ 
stances of Chinna Cketty, and found him incapable 
of paying a flue which would be large enough to 
deter others from committing the like offence. 
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Wherefore the Board gave sentence that ho should 
•Hflftd in tho pillory for the space of an hour the 
next choultry clay, with a label before, him to 
signify his offence, and that then he be expelled 
the Bounds.’* 

The next incident is particularly interesting, as 
illustrating the growth of religious toleration in 
the English settlement at Fort St. George. Some 
of our readers will remember that in the year, 1680, 
when Mr. Streynsham Master was Governor- of 
Madras, the intermarriage of Protestants with 
Homan Catholics had, excited the attention of the 
English. Government, and the two English Chap¬ 
lains king taking into Council, the following 
atrocious order was forthwith promulgated, 
<c That upon the marriage of a Protestant with n 
Homan Catholic, both the parties la be married 
shall solemnly promise before one of the Chaplains 
of the place, before the Banns shall lie published, 
and also it; the Chapel or Church upon the da; 
of marriage, that alu the children by them be¬ 
gotten and born, shall be brought up in the Pro- 
testam religion,” How this nnrj’ow-minded re¬ 
gulation worked for the benefit of the Protestant 
religion, will be gathered from the following cir¬ 
cumstance which transpired some thirty years 
afterwards. 

<f Thursday, 2nd April, 1719. The President 
* represents that the Portuguese priests of 81. 
Thome had very lately taken the liberty to many 
Wife English popple belonging to this "city with¬ 
out leave : which practice ho apprehended to be of 
dangerous consequence ; many of the young Gen- 
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tlemen in the Company’s Service being of good 
families in England, who would bra very much 
scandalized at such marriages as were likely to be 
contracted here, without the consent of the Presi¬ 
dent ; particularly that one Crane, late chief Mate 
of our ship “ Falcon bridge”, was married to a 
French man’s daughter of this place on Sunday 
last ; and in order to it renounced the Protestant 
religion, which he had professed all his life till 
within a few days before. The other was one 
Button, an ordinary fellow, who was married a 
week before at Sc. Thome to Ann Ridley, whose 
father was formerly Governor of the West coast. 
Her small fortune b mg in the hands of the Church, 
the minister, as one of her guardians, refused his 
commit; on which, they went to St. Thome, and 
found a priest to marry them there. The President 
adds that, to show his resentment of such a practice, 
he had ordered the Metios not to suffer any of the 
Portuguese Padres, belonging to St. Thome to 
come into the English bounds. He further proposed 
to the Board to consider of some proper orders to 
be given for preventing the like practices for the 
future. After some consideration, it was agreed 
that an order be published in the English and 
Portuguese languages, and put up in writing 
at the Sea Gate and at the Portuguese Church, 
that if any Christian inhabitant of Madras 
shall be married in this city, at St. Thorne, 
or elsewhere, without leave from the Presi¬ 
dent ; that it he be in the 'Company's service 
he shall be liable to such penalty as we shall think 
fit ; but if the person so offending shall not be in 
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a Company's service, and only a free merchant 
inhabitant of the Town, lie shall be expelled tin 
English Government on the Coast of Coromandel. 
Also any parent consenting to, or promoting such 
marriage* without leave as a lore said, shall be liable 
to the like penalty of expulsion.” 

“ Monday, 0th April, The President informs 
the Board that on i\ full enquiry into the marriage 
of the Mate Crane, mentioned in last Consultation, 
he finds that the said Crane had been bred a Pro* 
estant, and continued to profess a Protestant re¬ 
ligion till within a few days of his marriage ; and 
then the woman whom he married refused to have 
the ceremony performed in the English Church, 
because all Roman Catholics married there are ob¬ 
liged to subscribe a declaration that they will 
bring up their children in the Protestant religion, 
by an order of Council dated the 25th of March 
1680 ; and that on her refusal there to comply 
with that obligation, he had renounced the Protes¬ 
tant religion and declared himself a Roman Catho¬ 
lic in order to many her. The President therefore 
proposed to the consideration of the Board, whe¬ 
ther that order of Council, dated 25 th of March 
1630, should he reputed or not; which being 
freely debated, it was unanimously agreed to re¬ 
peal the general order, for the following reasons. 

“ First, that the oblige - ion is in its own nature 
unjust, and a violation of that natural right which 
all parents have to educate their children in that 
religion they think most acceptable to God. 
Secondly, that such a promise can bo no obliga¬ 
tion on he conscience of any person, being unlaw- 
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iul in itself. Thir dly, that the requiring such a 
promise may be attended with ill con sequences, ns 
in the instance now before ns; the woman re¬ 
fusing to be married in the English Church for 
that reason only ; the consequence of which was, 
Crane's renouncing the Protestant religion and 
declaring himself a Homan Catholic. 

“ Ordered that the Secretary acquaint the Ho¬ 
norable Company's Chaplain of the place, in 
writing, with the repeal of the aforesaid order, 
and that he is not any more to require such 
subscription.” 

“ The President also acquaints the Hoard, that 
the severe methods which he had taken to show 
Ills resentment to the Protuguese priori* of St* 
Thomd, for marrying any subject of this Govern¬ 
ment without his consent, had produced a very 
good effect ; for that the Padre Governor at St. 
jhomo had sent him a very submissive letter or 
address, wherein lie obliges himself, and those of 
his fraternity subject to hum not to marry any 
persons subject to this Government for the future, 
without asking his previous consent: 

The following entry refers to the gene ml history. 

<£ Thursday, 16th April, 171H. General letter 
from Masnlipatam dated the 26th ultimo rend, 
advising that it is reported that there is an in¬ 
surrection amongst the Seiads, who have de¬ 
throned and imprisoned King Peroksere. The 
said letter further advises, as a confirmation of that 
news, that the Nabob of Golcohdah who wag ad* % 
vancing toward* Masulipnfani, immediately upon 
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that intelligence returned to Golcondah, in order 
to draw in lu3 effects with all possible expedition/* 

The Nabob of Golcondah here mentioned, does 
not appear to have been the Seiad Hussein Ali, 
Sttbiin of the Dekkan * for he had gone to Delhi 
to assist Ida brother Abdullah, the Vizier, in de¬ 
throning Feroksere, and setting up other puppet 
kings in bis room.. Nor could it have been 
Cbeen Kulich Khan, better known as the Nizam- 
ool-Mulk ; for he had retired from the Dekkan on 
the appointment of Hussein AJi, and was at 
this time merely Governor of Malwa. We there¬ 
fore infer that by the Nabob of Qolconda was 
meant Mobariz Khan, the local Governor of Hy¬ 
derabad. But we shall have more to say upon 
this subject further on. 

To return to the annals of Fort St. George. 
The following incident does not speak much for the 
philological attaiuii nts of the English inhabitants 
at this period. 

t4 Monday, 25th May, 1719. The President re¬ 
presents to the Board that there is not any person 
in the Honorable Company’s Service in this place, 
who is able to translate a letter out of the Portu¬ 
guese and French languages into English; or 
vice versa, to translate English into those lan¬ 
guages ; which has rendered it difficult for him to 
maintain the necessary correspondence in the 
Honorable Company’s affairs ; the Portuguese lan¬ 
guage being the common language of India amongst 
all Europeans. He therefore proposes to admit a 
young t man, named George Foriano, son of Mr. 
Nathaniel Foriano (Super Cargo of the Honorable 
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Company’s Ship vc Hertford 0 to China),'who is 
w oil qualified for the purpose aboveraentioucd, being 
skilled in both t hose languages, to be a Factor in 
the Honorable Company’s Service here. 

“ Agreed that Mr. George Forhnobc admitted 
a Factor, Mr. Ehvicfe offering to be security for 
Lim, and that the Secretary make out his Inden¬ 
tures for three years.” 

% Thd next entry is worth preserving as illustrative 
of the times. Singularly enough it expresses the 
same fears on a small scale, as those which have 
been felt in some quarters in reference to the re¬ 
ductions which are now going on in our Indian 
army. 

! Thursday, Oth July. The Honorable Court 
of Directors having, in the 5th paragraph of their 
letters to us by the " Marlborough?’ thought fit 
to order that the Garrison of this place should be 
reduced to 360 men and the Garris ou of Fort St. 
David to 8 £0, TTie manner of doing it is taken 
into consideration. 

" It appears to us,—First, that this limitation 
is only designed for a time of established peace, 
which is not the case at present ; there being by 
Out last advices from Delhi, two princes with 
large armies contending for the Empire, the event 
of which may very probably affect us. 

Secondly, it appears dangerous to-disband the 
whole number of supernumerary forces at once, 
oven in a time of peace, much more so in a time 
of famine. Such number of men must be put 
upon violent measures, u else be obliged to go ia 
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ft body into the service of tin* Moors, wliieh may 
be very dangerous to this settlement. 

“ U is therefore agreed tital the President give 
orders to the officers to disbond gradually the 
worst of the Topazes, from about twenty to forty 
in x month as he shall think fit ” 

In the last chapter we noticed that the Pedda 
Naik, or Chief Watchman, was dismissed front Inis 
post on account of neglect of duty. It will he 
sct ii from the following entry that it v as soon 
found ; necessary to restore h im to his former 
employment. 

" Monday, 17th August. The petition of Coono- 
gozee Timapa Naik read, desiring liberty to re¬ 
sign his employment of ChierWatchman to Coono- 
Kozee Pedda Naik, who officiated in that office be¬ 
fore him. and was very capable of executing it, 
hut was dismissed for his extravagance. The said 
Timapa Naik being unfit to do the duty of that 
post any longer, by reason of his old age ; and the 
former Pedda Naik, being very much reclaimed by 
the hardships which his extravagance brought upon 
ium, promises a faithful discharge of his duty for 
the future, and tenders the duties belonging to the 
office of Chief Watchman as a security for his fidel¬ 
ity and good behaviour. 

“ Agreed therefore that Coohogozee Timapa 
Naik be discharged at his request from the office 
of Chief Watchman of this city • and that Coono- 
gozec Pedda Naik be appointed in his stead.*’ 

Another entry occurs tbe same day which illus¬ 
trates the summary method of proceeding with 
pirates in Governor Collet’s time. 
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“ The President acquaints the Hoard that on 
Tuesday 11th instant lie, with the rest of the 
Commissioners for trying ot pirates, did bring 
Roger Hulimoce, one of those that ran away with 
the “ George” Brigantine, to his trial, by virtue of 
King George’- Commission; and tlia* having 
found him guilty of piracy, felony and robbery, 
they bad passed sentence of death upon him,, and 
that be was ordered to be executed on Wednesday 
next.” 

The hot winds this season appear to have been 
too much for Governor Collet and accordingly he 
determined to retire. But we leave the records to 
tell the story. 

“Thursday, 16 th October, 1719. The Presi¬ 
dent acquaints the Board that having found him¬ 
self indisposed during tlie last season of the land 
winds ; so that it is with difficulty that no has 
been able to discharge the duty of ids station; and 
that therefore lie has determined to return to 
Europe on the next ship to be despatched from 
hence ; and acquaints them with his purpose so 
early that there may be time for settling the Go¬ 
vernment according to the Honorable Company s 
standing orders. 

“ lie then proposed that Mr. Francis Hastings 
should be sent for up from Port St. David, as soon 
as lie could conveniently, in order to take the chair 
upon the President’s going off ; and that Mr. 
William Jennings, second of Council here, should 
go down thither with a Commission for Deputy 
Governor, and that Mr Nathaniel EUyjck, who 
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will then be second here, take or him the office of 
accountant. 

“ The President then produced a letter wrote 
to himself separately by the Honorable Court of 
Directors, dated the 8th January 1717, and read 
the first para ; by which it appears that they de¬ 
igned Mr. El wick for the Export Warehouse** 
keepers employ particularly, as being well skilled 
in the sorts of calicoes sent from hence to Eng 
land. He therefore, proposed that Mr. Elwiek 
should keep the Export Witfe housekeeper's cm.- 
{ Joy, and that Mr. Hicliard Ilordeii Sea Customer 
should, take the Import Wnrehou?( keeper's em¬ 
ploy upon him ; and that this regulation should 
continue in force till the arrival of the next letters 
from Europe. 

“ To oil which proposals the Board agreed 
unanimously,” 

The last measures of Governor Collet are of 
'such a simple character that they require no pre- 
limbi -wf explanation, and it will W sufficient to 
lay the entries themselves before our readers. 

- c Monday, 2nd November, 1719. According 
to order of last consultation, Vizbgo, the Choultry 
I>ubash, was brought before the Board on his 
trial, for extorting exorbitant fees beyond what 
had ever been practiced? particularly on the re¬ 
gister of slaves. The most that had ever been 
allowed was 20 fanani: m the whole, including 
the Company's duty ; whereas he Had obliged 
great numbers of people to pay liim 24 fanams, 
and took the 4 fannms to his own use ; also in 
bouse bills registered at the choultry, where the 
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true fees are 2 pagodas and 2 famous per cent., 
he extorted 2 pagodas and IB i'anams, and in 
many instances a larger proportion; and also in 
house bills registered at the court, he extorted in 
general about 16 per cent above the usual fees ; 
and that besides the above mentioned, lie has :be&U 
guilty of great neglect in hi, office, by piuting off 
the poor people and refusing to do their business. 

“ A great number of persons of nil ranks ap¬ 
peared to prove the several branches of the charge ; 
but there was no occasion to hear any wit ness ex¬ 
cept to the last article, he confessing all the rest 
on their being proposal to him ; some witnesses 
were called for the proof of that, who very fully 
convicted him of delay, and putting off their busi¬ 
ness from time to time without any reasonable 
ex cuse. 

“ The prisoner and witnesses being withdrawn, 
it was considered that the practice was in itself 
scandalous and abusive, and particularly oppres¬ 
sive to the poor ; many of the.ru being obliged 
in this time of famine to sell their children 
for rice , and the extorting 4 ianams in the fees 
was a considerable hardship on them ; that, 
therefore, it was necessary to put a top to such 
abuses by making the offender a public example. 

ft Accordingly it was resolved that Vizago, the 
Choultry Dubash aforementioned, be turned out of 
the Honorable Company's service, and disabled 
from any future employment therein; that he 
stand iu the pillory the next Choultry day; and 
that he be fined 500 pagodas, onc-half to be paid 
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to the ( ’Laritv School, and t he other‘half to the 
Choultry Stock for the jwiuiteimnco of prisoners. 

“ The criminal being culled in, sentence was 
pronounced accordingly. 

“ To prevent such abuses for the future* it is 
ordered that the after written statement of Choul¬ 
try fees, feeing agreeable to ancient custom, be 
hung up in the Choultry fey the Chief .justice. 

fs For I'v gistering houses and land in the Mayors 
Court register, situated in the Black.town, pettahs, 
or out; gardens • for every bid to pay one per cent 
to the Chief Justice, and half per cent to the Re¬ 
gistrar oa the value of the house or land. 

“And whereas most of the buildings in the 
Christian Town clo far exceed those without in. 
value, to prevent the charges running too high : 
for every bill value under 500 pagodas, is to pay 
the same fees as above ; but all bills exceeding 
that sum are to pay 5 pagodas to the Chief Jus¬ 
tice, mid 2 j pagodas to the Registrar, and no 
more. 

“ For registering houses and land in the Choul¬ 
try Register ; for every bill to pay one per cent, 
to the Chief Justice, and one per cent, to the 
Registrar, on the value of the house or land. 

4 ‘ For Registering slaves ; for every slave the 
Honorable Company are to receive 8 fanarns. the 
Registrar 3 fanaras, and the Chief Justice 2 
fauams. 

" And all bills, either for houses, land* or 
slaves, are to pay to the Choultry Dnbr b one 
attain, *nd to the Chief Justice’s Taliars one 
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fanaro, for their trouble in getting the bills regis¬ 
tered. 

«« And whereas some small houses in the Black 
To>vn, not exceeding 5 or (> pagoda j in value, 
are xuade over by bills of sale wrote in Gentoo 
on Cajan leaves, which are entered in the Register 
kept by the Town Conicoply for that purpose ; for 
every Cajan bill the Town Conicoply is to receive 
2 famims ; besides the one per cent as above to 
the Chief Justice and Registrar, 

44 The bricklayers for measuring of g round are to 
receive for their trouble 2 fanains for all valued at 
100 pagodas or upwards, and one fanain for all 
under.” 

“ Thursday, 26th November, 1719 Tho Pre¬ 
sident acquaints the Board that he had some time 
since published an order for registering all houses 
and gardens in the Black Town, »r the adjacent 
parts, in the Mayor’s Court or Choultry, for pre¬ 
vention of frauds in sale and mortgages; but 
that some of the poor having complained to him 
that during the present dearness of grain it would 
be hard upon them to pay the charges though 
small, he therefore, proposes that all houses under 
50 pagodas value ■ ouhi bo exempted from the 
obligation of that order, till plenty returns, which 
the Board agrees to.” . 

41 Wednesday, 23r<l December, 1719. The Presi¬ 
dent being about to depart for England, demands 
for his justification hereafter, a certificate from the 
accountant that he stands not indebted upon the 
Honorable Company’s Gem ral Books. He like* 
wise demands a certificate from the Sea Customer 
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one from the Receiver to the same purpose, ami 
another from the Land Customer. A.11 which are 
ordered to be drawn out against next, constitution 
and delivered him, the Board being satisfied that* 
joe is not in any way indebted to the Honorable 
Company, 

‘‘Monday, 28th December, 1710. The Presi¬ 
dent delivers in a list of the inhabitants of a new 
pettah or town raised near Trivatore, consisting of 
105 houses which are inhabited by 4*89 persons, 
male and female, besides children, ranged under 
the usual divisions of Bight hand and Left hand 
Caste, lie acquaints the Board, that the town, 
in which there is also a handsome pagoda, is call¬ 
ed at the desire of the people u Collet's pettah ; * 
and that the inhabitants consist of weavers and 
painters, which he encouraged by degrees to come 
and live near this place; that they might be ser ¬ 
viceable to the Honorable Company. That in 
order to prevail with them to a compliance, ho 
promised them, so soon as the town was completed, 
a Cowle should be given them to secure to them 
such privileges and immunities ; and the said Town 
being now finished, and the inhabitants well settled, 
he proposes that his promise which is now claimed, 
should be performed, and a Cowle given them ac * 
cordingly ; the conditions of which being approved 
by the Board, as well as the President's manage¬ 
ment in this affair, the Secretary is ordered to pro 

u Monday, 18th January, 1 72b. Early thin 
morning the Honorable Joseph Collet, Bsq , Pre* 
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trident, embarked on .Board the King William 
whereori Ike Govermonl fell to the Honorable 
Francis Hastings, Esq. 

Having thus closed the narrative of the tranquil! 
state of affairs at Fort St. George damn , the last 
year of Mr. Collet's administration, it may be m 
well to take a brief glance at the contemporary 
state of the ruling power at Delhi. All those in¬ 
fluences which indicate the decline of an empire, 
were in full play in the empire of the Mogul. Vice 
and sensuality at tho court, frequent rebellions in 
the provinces, a puppet king struggling for power, 
overbearing ministers, a mercenary army without 
theslightest sentiment of loyalty, incessant intrigues 
ending in open assassinations ; —these, mid a thou¬ 
sand other significant circumstances, were tran¬ 
spiring in Tndiu. Indeed it must have bom evident 
to all that ever since the death of Aurungzebe m 
1707, the Mogul empire had been hastening to its 
dissolution ; worn out by premature old age 
brought on by its political crimes, and vainly 
struggling to retain the appearance ot strength 
and beauty when it was fast sinking into the grave. 

It was during this gradual decay of the power 
of the Mogul, that a man arose, whose name, and 
that if his descendants, must, ever take a prominent 
place in the history of tibia Presidency. This man 
was Cheen Kulich'Khan, better known as Nizam- 
ool-Moolk, the first Nizam of the Bekkan. His 
father GhaZ’ o-oo-deen was one of those Tartar ad¬ 
venturers, who had migrated into India at a com- 
parativoly recent period, and risen to eminence du¬ 
ring the wars in the Bekhan, The future Mzara 
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was born in 1.G14, and like Ins father had distin¬ 
guish'd himself in the wars of Aurungzebc. Du¬ 
ring the reigns of the immediate successors ol 
Aurungzehe,— Shah Autom and .Tehandar Shall,— 
he had fallen into obscurity, in consequence of his 
rivalry with Zulfiknr Khan, — that great,king maker 
to whom both the hist mentioned princes owed their 
thrones. But in 1713, when he was f ast approach¬ 
ing his seventieth year, Ms fortunes wore again on. 
the rise. Jehandar Shah had been dethroned by 
the two Seiads ; and both lie and ZuJ likar K han 
were put to death. The two Seiads set up hoick- 
serc as a puppet of t heir own ; and Cheen Kulich 
Khan, being well known as the tnemy of Zulfikar 
Khan was first appointed Nizam of the Dekfcan. 

Most of the intrigues of Feroksere to escape 
front the thraldom of the Seiads, have already been 
noticed in the narrative of the English mission 
from Calcutta to Delhi. But the iast of all, the 
one which led to the downfall of Feroksere, de¬ 
serves especial notice ; for it is ono which striking¬ 
ly illustrates the desperate state of public affairs, 
whilst it is closely cohueeted with the rising fortunes 
of Cheen Kulich Khan. But the last, and most and 
important plot of all, the one in which Cheen 
Kulich Khan was implicated, and which led to the 
ruin of Feroksere about the very time that Gover¬ 
nor Collet left the Madras Freaideuey, deserves 
especial mention. 

Yery early in the reign of Feroksere, Cheen 
Kulich Khan had cause to hate the two Seiads,—- 
Abdullah, the. vizier, and Hussein, the Commander 
in-chief. He had held the government of the 
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Dekkan little more than u year, when he was re¬ 
moved to the small government of Moraclabad, and 
the Dekkan was handed over to Hussein. Under 
such circumstances the disappointed “Nizam was 
likely to prove a powerful supporter to Feroksere. 
Accordingly he was summoned to court, and the 
emperor promised to make him vizier in the room 
of Abdullah, provided the Sefcdd were overthrown. 

A plot was speedily formed, and was soon ripe 
for execution. Hussein was away in the Dekkan, 
and Abdullah was alone in Delhi. Accordingly 
it was determined to assassinate Abdullah at that 
great festival which terminates the ftnmaznn ; for 
on that day the 1 mg went in state to the Mosque, 
attended by a train of nobles and troops far ex¬ 
ceeding in number the guard* of the vizier. But 
all went wrong through the criminal weakness of 
Feroksere. He had a favourite, a low profligate mi- 
Tiioti, who was naturally hated by the whole court, 
The influence of this "favourite was all powerful. 
By his advice Feroksere was induced to postpone 
the plot. Worst of all, Ferokscre forgofrhia promise 
to Cheeu Kulich Khan, and actually engaged tc 
make this wretched favourite vizier as soon as the 
Seiads were overthrown. Lastly the emperor was 
mad enough to give to this favourite the district of 
Moradabad as a private jaghire; being the very 
district of which Cheen Kulich Khan was Gover¬ 
nor. 

These circumstances came out in time, and then 
Cheen Kulich Khan was more exasperated against 
such an infatuated king than he had previously 
been against the Seiads ; whilst the vizier Abdul- 
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lah saw tuat Ferok*ere> was incorrigible, and that 
his own life would bo in constant danger so long 
as Forokserc continued on the throne. According¬ 
ly he drew over Cheen Kulicli Khan by tin; promise 
of the government of Mohva, and immediately 
summoned liis brother llusseia Ali from the Dek- 
kan. 

The doom of the emperor Feroksere was now 
sealed. In his alarm lie sought a reconciliation 
with Abdullah, and the vizier engaged with the 
emperor in mutual oaths of fidelity and at- 
tactyheiii' Of course such oaths were ut¬ 
terly worthies?, Abdullah merely desired to 
gftin time for the arrival of his brother; 
whilst the cowardly Feroksere continued to lay 
plots for the assassination of the Seiads. Mean¬ 
time Hussein Ali had made a peace with the Mali- 
rattas, and at last reached Delhi with tliirty thou¬ 
sand horse, ten thousand of whom were Mahrattas. 

The whole city was now filled with dread. Every 
one felt, from the highest Omrali to the lowest 
dealer in the bazaars, that a tcrible convulsion 
was at hand. The very appearance of the 
Mahiattas, Hindoo robbers as they were, sug¬ 
gested ideas of massacre aval plunder to the 
Muasulnn n of Delhi ; whilst no one could foretell 
who would gain the ascendant, the Seiads or the 
emperor , Meantime the wretched Feroksere began 
to see his own folly. He was however far too 
weak and cowardly to attempt the slightest rcsis 
fcanee to the uvo Seiads, anil therefore helplessly 
submitted to their mercy* They demanded that 
the royal guards should be withdrawn from the 



palace, and that tlieir own soldiers should ho post¬ 
ed iu their room, IWoks^reobeyed. Hussein AH 
then paid him a formal visit, and the poor miser* 
able emperor made a desperate effort to conciliate 
Ms enemy. Bo received the Seiad with the great¬ 
est distinction. He burst iufco tears and placed 
Ilia own turban on the head of Hussein ; and even 
took the jewels from his dress and pressed Hussein 
to accept them. But the Seiad refused, and 
upbraided the fallen monarch with his ingratitude, 
lie then left the palace without paying any of the 
ordinary ceremonies of respect due to the person 
of his sovereign. 

In a few days more all was over. On the 16th. 
of February 1719., Iferokserc expressed a wish to 
hunt, but the Seinds suspected him of designing 
an escape, and obliged liim to postpone the inten¬ 
tion. The next day the Seiads surrounded the 
palace with tlr.ir troops, and the vkier entered 
the presence Of the Emperor, and demanded that 
all the offices of the palace should be given into 
his bands. lAvroksere promised compliance, but 
prayed for delay ; and the evasion threw the vizier 
into such a passion, that the- terrified emperor re¬ 
treated to the harain, which lie hoped would be 
respected by the rebels. 

The story of the night which followed is one of 
the most thrilling narratives iu all the Mitsntlm&n 
histories. The vizier Abdullah remained in the 
palace, and so also did Ajeet Sing., '.Kaja.ii of 
Me war, whose daughter had been, given in 
marriage to Ferokserc as a token of submission to 
the Mogul supremacy. The army of Ilussein 
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Ali, including the ten thousand Mahrattas, re¬ 
mained under arms the whole night. Early in 
the morning a rumour flew through the city 
that the vizier had been killed by Ajeet Sing, who 
had resolved to protect the emperor lvis son-in-law; 
and accordingly several omrahs prepared to rise 
against Hussein Ali. Meantime a party of Mnh- 
rattas had engaged with some soldiers whom they 
had mistaken for an enemy ; and the still more 
frightful rumo'ur spread through Delhi that the 
Mahrattas were plundering the city. At once the 
whole population of fiery Mussulmen arose ar. one. 
man against the idolatrous Mahrattas. Fifteen 
hundred Hindoos were massacred in the streets, and 
the whole city was thrown into frightful disorder. 
Those omvalis who supported the cause of the 
Seiads, in their alarm at the supposed death of the 
vizier, were preparing to make their escape from the 
scene of anarchy. Plunder, fire, and massacre had 
already begun,'when the news Spread that Abdul¬ 
lah was still alive. Hussein Alt and his friends now 
recovered their spirits and restored order. The 
royal servants were dispersed after a brief resist¬ 
ance • and it was proclaimed from the walls of the 
citadel that another prince had ascended the 

Whilst these events were being transacted in the 
citv still darker horrors were being perpetrated in 
the palace: Feroksere utterly refused to leave the 
haram. Meantime Abdullah was informed t hat. the 
people were already in revolt, and that no time 
was* to be lost. In this extremity lie commanded 
sonic Afghans to force open the, doors of the 
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haram. There was a «]iort conflict with the 
eunuchs and other attendants, andthai the vizier 
and his rude soldiery rushed into the sacred apart* 
meats; The unhappy emperor, surrounded by hk 
mother, wife, daughter, and other princesses, was- 
soon discovered. The royal ladies filled the air 
with their shrieks and prayers for mercy, whilst 
Feroksore himself was in an agony of terror; But 
Abdullah turned a deaf ear to all entreaties, and 
pounced upon his prey. The emperor was drag¬ 
ged from the arms of the half frantic women, and 
thrown into a dark chamber. A child was taken 
trom the confined princes, and immediately seat • 
ed upon the throne; mid the booming of cannon 
and eristxnaTy strains of music announced to the 
people of Delhi that Feroksere was deposed and 
that another puppet king reigned in Ms stead. 

The end of Feroksere may be related almost in 
the very words of the Mussulman historian.. For 
two months he was confined h* a dark chamber, 
enduring various calamities. The hot* iron, by 
which so many princes had been incapacitated 
from reigning, was drawn over the eyes of Ferok- 
sere ; but strange to say it did not utterly destroy 
his sight. He sent the most piteous messages to 
the Seiads, praying to be restored to the throne 
on any terns they chose ; but not the slightest 
attention was paid to his prayers. Then he pro¬ 
mised immense rewards to his keepers, provided 
they would connive at his escape. The Seiads 
were now alarmed, for Feroksere was still lament- 
edhy the lower orders amongst whom lie had 
squandered his treasures, and an escape might lx- 



followed by a revolt and a revolution. According- 
ly they resolved on > his death. On two different 
occasions poison was mingled with his victuals, 
but without effect. The third time ho was thrown 
into violent agonies, and began to invoke God 
against hra murderers. The bow string was then 
sent for, but the emperor struggled against his 
executioners with all the violence of desperation. 
Hr seized the bow string with his hands, and it 
was only after he had been beaten down with 
clubs, that the string was passed round his neck, 
and he at last expired. On the following evening 
the body was interred iu the tomb of Humayutt, fol¬ 
lowed by a large crowd, cursing the SeiaJs ami 
lamenting their beloved Feroksere. 

Tito new child emperor only reigned four 
months, and then died of a consumption. Another 
child was taken from amongst the confined princes, 
but he shared the same fate. At last a healthier 
young prince wiu selected, who ascended the 
throne under the name of Mohammed Shah. lie 
began to reign before the end of 1719, and 
before the aid of 1720 the power of the Soiads 
was entirely over. This event is so intimately 
connected with the fund establishment of Qheen 
Kkuiich Khan as Nizam of the Dekhan, that we can 
scarcely avoid narrating it here. 

Oil the deposition of Feroksere, Cheen Kulich 
K han had obtained his promised reward, namely 
the government of Malwa. There he found every¬ 
thing lapsing into aimrchy ;—the Zemindars as¬ 
serting their independence, and the people either 
suffering from robbers or becoming robbers them- 


324 HISTORY OF MADRAS. H7i0 7 ®>. 

selves. TUcae disorders justified him in raising 
and maintaining troops ; but the Seiads soon sus¬ 
pected that he was aiming at something far beyond 
the mere defence of his province. Accordingly 
they tried every friendly means to remove him 
Hussein Ali was still viceroy of the Dekkan, and 
they hinted to Cheen Kulich Khan, that as 
Malwa lay half way between the Dekkan and 
'Delhi, so it would form a very convenient re¬ 
sidence for Hussein Ali; inasmuch as from that 
spot Hussein could both superintend his vice royal¬ 
ty in the Dekkan* and watch the progress of 
affairs at the capital. Accordingly they offered 
Cheen Kulich Khan four other Subalts, any one 
of which he might have in exchange for Malwa. 
He sent back an insulting refusal* and then march¬ 
ed an army over the Nerbudda into the Dekkan, 
where lie had many old connections both amongst 
the Mussulmans and the Mahrattas, There he 
achieved a brilliant success, and the Seiads became 
alarmed- An army was sent against him, but he de¬ 
feated it. At the same time, the new king Moham¬ 
med 31mh, saw in Oheeu Kulich Khan, one who 
might deliver him from the thraldom of the .Seiads. 
Accordingly he sent secret messages assuring him 
that he should receive royal support in his resis¬ 
tance to the Seiads. 

In this extremity the Seiads resolved that Hus¬ 
sein should march against the self-constituted 
Nizam of the Dekkan, whilst Abdullah remained 
at Delhi. To make matters doubly sure, it was 
also resolved that Mohammed Shah should ac¬ 
company Hussein. This circumstance proved the 
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nan of the Seiads. A. conspiracy was formed 
for assassinating Hussein during the march. 
A savage Calmuck named Hyder Khan was 
pitched upon to strike the blow. Whilst 
Hussein, was passing aiorig in his palankeen, 
Hyder attracted liis attention with a petition ; and 
when Hussein commanded him to present it, he 
drew out his dagger and inflicted a mortal blow 
upon the Seiad. Hussein suspected the author 
of the conspiracy, and cried out “ Put the emperor 
to death.” But it was too late. The necessary 
preparations had been made for the defence of Mo¬ 
hammed 8hfi.li, though the assassin himself was 
cut in pieces on the spot by a hundred swords. 

Here closes the story of the famous usurpa¬ 
tion of the Seiads. Mohammed Shah returned to 
.Delhi, and Abdullah was utterly defeated, and im¬ 
prisoned for life. How the Mogul empire rapidly 
faded away, until it seemed to expire in the funeral 
pyre heaped up by Nadir Shah, belongs to a future 
episode in our annals of the Madras Presidency. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

OOVF.BNO II StrlP OP MB. FRANCIS HARTI.N<1S. 

1720—21. 

The Governorship of Mr. Francis Hastings, the 
successor of Mr. Collett, was short and turbulent. 
It lasted little more than a year and a half name¬ 
ly, from the 18th of January, 1720, to the.l.'th of 
October, 1721. The foreign relations were quiet 
enough at this time, and for some years afterwards, 
as "both Sadatulla Khan, Nabob of the Carnatic, 
and Cheen Kulick Khan, Sub ah of the Dekkait, 
were far too busy in establishing tl emselvtea n 
their several governments to pay much attention 
to the little Factory at Fort St. George, so long 
ns it paid the annual rental on the day it was due. 
Rut the internal affairs of the settlement were 
marked by many irregularities and disorders during 
the administration of Mr. Hastings, and of his 
successor Mr. Elwick ; and thus necessitated those 
rigid inquiries and thorough reforms which were 
subsequently carried out. by one of the most, re¬ 
markable of all the early Governors of Fort bt. 
George, namely, Mr. Jaides Macrae. 

The first incident under the rule of Mr. Hastings 
is connected with an extraordinary dispute with an 
Havildnv in the neighbourhood ol Eg more, which 
was brought to a tragical conclusion ; the Hnvildnr 
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being wliot (lead in the midst of the quarrel by the 
Company’s Chief Peon. The following is the offi¬ 
cial narrative of the affair. 

“ Saturday, 20th February, 1720. The Presi¬ 
dent acquaints the Board, that Iasi night the 
Havildar of the Motto near Egmore had stopped 
some oxen, louden with bricks and straw, which 
belonged to the Honorable Company, which were 
coming into Town. This morning, being com¬ 
plained to about it by the Paymaster, as also of 
the people being beat and imprisoned that were 
driving the oxen and refused to pay some money, 
which the Metto people would have extorted from 
them ; —lie (the President) sent the Chief I)uba$h, 
with some others, to know the reason of such 
an insult, and to demand the delivery of our people 
whom he had imprisoned. The President adds 
that instead of receiving answer to that message, 
the Havildar returned him a very saucy one, and 
refused to let the Honorable Company’s goods and 
people pass ; though the Chief Dubash used many 
mild persuasive arguments with him for that pur¬ 
pose. At length, not being able to prevail, the 
Chief Ihibash . churned and gave the President an 
account of what had passed ; whereupon ho order¬ 
ed the Chief Peon, with some others, to go and 
expostulate with the Havildar further., and in case 
of any resistance to force the Havildar to a com¬ 
pliance. But when the Chief Peon went to him, 
he found him. at the head of about 50 of lib peons 
and people in a fighting posture ; and upon going 
up to him tb deliver the President’s message, 
the Havildar drew his scunetar and struck at 
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him, which lie warded off with his target, 
and thereby evaded being cut down, lhe mei 
Peon immediately drew a pistol from his side, and 
shot the Havildar; which when lie had done he 
with his people fell upon the rest and killed two 
mere, which terrified them all so much that they 

“ r phe President adds that he thinks the Chief 
Peon has hv this action showed himself a trusty 
servant to the Honorable Company, and deserves 
encoivagement ; that if he had sat tamely down 
under this first insult, we should not have (ailed 
of receiving many more ot a higher degree j and 
that our showing our resentment upon this occa¬ 
sion will have a good influence upon all the Metfcp 
people, and Junk ameers for the future ; that lest 
the matter should be represented to our prejudice 
to the Nabob, he has taken care to transmit an ex¬ 
act account of it to our Vakeel at Areot; and ioi 
the security of the garrison has given orders to the 

Officers to-be upon a very strict guard for fear of 
* _ >? 
surprise. 

“ Monday, 14th March, 1720. The President 
nofiunints the Board that he has received very 
friendly letters from the Nabob and Dueknavoy 
upon the subject of the Metto Havitdar being 
unfortunately killed by our peons; mid that appre¬ 
hending uo disturbance will ensue, he has ordered 
in the, guards which he had joined to those at. 
Egtnore and the Choultries, in order to put a stop 
to the expense occasioned thereby.” _ 

The next event is narrated at a length tor ex¬ 
ceeding its importance, and can be best told in a 
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few words. It seems tkm a disco \;ry was .made 
that some sort of eoiYesponderv’.e had been going 
on between the principal Ohetties in Madras and 
the Portuguese Viceroy of Goa. Prom n perusal 
of the papers it would seem that this correspond¬ 
ence only referred to some presents that the Viceroy 
of Goa wished to send to Hussein .Ali, the previ¬ 
ous Subah of the Dekkan; but Governor Hastings 
appears to have suspected that the correspondence 
had for its object the “ revolt of the Chetties,” or 
in other words their removal from the English Go¬ 
vernment of Eort St. George to the Portuguese 
Government of St. Thome. The matter assumes 
an undue importance in the records, inasmuch as 
it was the cause of a tremendous quarrel between 
Governor Hastings, and Mr. Nathaniel Klvvick, 
who was at that time third in Council; Governor 
Hastings beiug inclined to deal harshly with the 
Ohetties, whilst Mr. Elwiek declared that no proof 
whatever had been furnished that they were really 
guilty. Hnder 3uch circumstances Governor I last - 
ing$ placed the Heads of the Ohetties under con¬ 
finement, and then ordered the following proclama¬ 
tion to be posted on the Sea Gate, with the view 
of obtaining further evidence against them. 

“ Monday, 25th April, 1720. Whereas a dis¬ 
covery hath lately been made of a design sometime 
since formed by the inha hi* ants of the Chetty 
caste of this place, to revolt from this Government 
mid to take protection under the Portuguese at St. 
Thorne ; and whereas there is just reason to sus¬ 
pect, by the Viceroy of Goa’s letters to the Heads 
of the Chetty caste, that they signified under their 
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Jvands their resolution to desert this place and shel¬ 
ter themselves under the Portuguese at St. I home, 
in easv he could have obtained a grant of that 
place from the Nabob 5 and whereas, furthe rmore, 
the said Chdties upon examination have confident¬ 
ly denied their engagement in any such conspi¬ 
racy ;—the Honorable Governor arid Council have 
therefore thought fib to issue out this proclamation, 
that; if any person or persons concerned in the 
said conspiracy will make disco very to the Presi¬ 
dent* or to any one of the Council, so as that the 
rest of the persons concerned may be fully con¬ 
victed, »uol\ person or persons shall receive a 
handsome reward and full pardon tor themselves. * 
“ By order of the Honorable Governor 
a nd Council . ” 

The Proclamation had no effect-whatever. No one 
came forward to volunteer evidence, and the Ohet • 
ties themselves obstinately denied all knowledge of 
such a conspiracy. Accordingly Governor Hastings 
desired them to sign a paper, in which confiscation 
of all property and the forfeiture of all protection 
were declared to be the penalty of desertion. This 
however the Chet tics refused to do, and then the 
Governor proposed that the two head C he tty 
•merchants, who conducted the Company’s invest- 
menta, should be suspended from their office. The 
following extract from the consultation of the 
30th May, 1720, will show the nature of Mr. 
El wick’s opposition 

“ Mr. iilwick offered security for the two Chetty 
Merchants, as far as 10,000 pagodas for their 
appearance six months lienee ; but being asked if 
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he would sign the security paper in their behaU' 
aforementioned (involving the pain of confiscation 
and forfeiture) ; and being also asked if he would 
suffer the penalty which the Chet ties must suffer 
in case their accusation should hereafter he turned 
into a conviction he refused them both ; and 
being told by some of the Board, that the security 
which he offered was no more than hail for their 
appearance six: months hence, and that according 
to the laws of our nation oil persons taken up 
upon suspicion of treason are forthwith imprison¬ 
ed without bail or mainprise, Mr. Ei wick’s notion 
was thereupon rejected.- 

Mr. El wick continued to bo very earnest in his 
opposition to the suspension of the two Chetty 
Merchants, and declared that the sorting of the 
cloth, and the business of the Company generally, 
could not go on whilst they were in confinement. 
The records of the dispute are tar too voluminous 
for publication, but the following extract . from the 
consultation book of the ,10th of July will suffi¬ 
ciently illustrate the party spirit which pit vailed. 

The President acquaints the Board that Mr. 
Elwick, the Warehouse keeper, has been very re¬ 
miss in his business in not having given in any 
account of the contract ever since it. was made, 
and in not having sorted any quantity of cloth 
since the f< Dawson’s’ 5 dispatch ; though out of 
perverse, obstinate humour Mr. Elwick pressed 
him once or twice, while the merchants were c :n- 
finel, for their releasement in order to go to sort¬ 
ing Mr. Elwick, finding his plea for not soiling 
proved to be nothing Msc but an excuse for idle- 
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ness, began to be xnucb enraged; and .old the 
President (hat it would draw very strange stories 
on the. stage, awl that the consequence must take 
its course, desiring those words might bo minuted 
verbatim ; to which the President made no reply, 
but ordered the Secretary to minute them ao 

About this time the attention ot the (iovcrn- 
rnent was excited by the murder of a the. \ " iom, 
name is not mentioned, it was a cold blooded 
affair The murderers were two soldiers, warned. 
Robert Grott and Richard lighting, who appear 
t o have killed their victim for the sake ot drink. 
The depositions are lengthy, but the following 
extract will --office to show how such cases were 
adjudicated on in the Council loom. . 

“ Monday, August 1st, 1720 'Ihe o%w of the 
murder is now resumed. 7 he 1 resident acquaints 
t he Board, that a P abash boy (belonging to one 
of the prisoners suspected to be guilty of the mur¬ 
der) was apprehended at St. Thome; who leuig 
sent for in, deposes that lie went with Robot 
Grott. his master, from his house m- company with 
two white men, and a woman, whose names Iw 
could not tell, to drink toddy at, a toddy house ; 
where thev staved till past 12 o dock at night, at 
which time the' two men and the woman left them. 
Then the prisoners Grott am llUghtmg went to a 
choultry and carried a bottVot arrack : where they 
saw a man covered over with a clout, fast asleep 
whom soon after they awaked by g.j H 
blow with a cane, and at the same tune asked fo 
fttnains to buy arrack. The man answered lie had 





none. But receiving a blow or two move from 
them, he gave them one fa mim, then another, and 
afterwards a third. Upon continuing their usage 
to him, and repenting their demands, ho drew 
tlown his purse and bid them look if there was 
any m >re. Then the prisoner Righting told him it 
he had no more than three fan unis, he would give, 
him wore if he would go with him to the Gover¬ 
nor’s Garden ; but instead of carrying him thither, 
they led him to another garden near the Choultry, 
where lie afterwards heard him cry out. The 
Du bash further deposes that when he would have 
followed them, they struck lam and bid him be 
gone ; and as he was'; going away lie saw Righfipg 
take the club from Grofct. After this they went 
lo Town, and a soldier, by name Clark (whose 
house they were in) asked them, how came they so 
bloody; who said they had been fighting* The 
Dubaslv afterwards went to look for a raaf to sleep 
on, amt saw Righting look over some silver things ; 
and upon demanding leave to go homo, he denied 
him. Clark again asked them liovv came they so 
bloody ; who replied as before that they had been 
fighting. 

“ Righting being sent for in avid interrogated 
concerning what the boy had deposed against him, 
says that he never had the club in his hand, but 
carried the Guilty into the Garden ; upon which 
v he was ordered to withdraw; and Grott being 
called in says that Righting took the club away 
from him and killed the man. 

“ Righting being brought in again, and ac¬ 
quainted with what his comrade had alleged 
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against lam, declared that they bad been drinking, 
and that the Dubnsh boy told Grott that this 
Chetiy fellow had inoney ; upon which Grott went 
to him and asked him for some, when he gave 
him two fanatns; then he demanded two more, 
but he would not give it them. The deponent 
Sighting* seeing' that, took him into a garden, and 
told him if he would not comply he would carry 
him to the Governor’s Garden; and as they were 
talking together Grott struck him with the club 
and killed him Grott being called in, again denies 
what is laid to hk charge ; and. being asked w here 
the, Chetty’s silver girdle, his earrings, and other 
things were, avers that Righting took them fund he 
h is heard nothing of them since. Upon which 
Righting was again sent for and asked the same 
question; who answered that the Jlubagfh boy 
took them off, which is nil that he knows of the 
matter.” 

“ The prisoners being all dismissed the Room, 
the Board debated upon the affair for some time, 
and then unanimously pronounced them guilty of 
the. murder. But the Honorable Company, hav¬ 
ing not yet procured a power to bring to an Exe¬ 
cution, it was agreed they should be continued in 
prison and whipped very severely every week as a 
punishment for the disorders they committed as 
soldiers.” 

The murder case being thus deposed of, Go¬ 
vernor Hastings poured out the via Is of his 
wrath upon Mr. Elvvick. He brought forward a 
declaration that he would no "longer sit at the. 
Council Board whilst Mr. Elwiek was present. 
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But the story is best told in the language of, the 
records. 

u Monday, 8th August, 1720. The President 
acquaints the Board, that he has called this con¬ 
sultation on a very extraordinary occasion, in order 
to lay before us a declaration oonceniing the re¬ 
peated affronts' that he had received from Mr. 
Nathaniel Elwick, a member of this Board, and 
also his incapacity for the service of tbe Honorable 
Company. The said declaration being read before 
the Board, anti duly considered ; Mr. Elwick waft 
ordered to withdraw ; in pursuance of the Honor¬ 
able Company’s orders, that no member of the 
Board should continue sitting while such cases 
relating to himself were examining. 

" Mr. Elwick being withdrawn the President’s 
declaration was more maturely considered ; and 
most of the members of the‘ Board agreed that 
one or other of them was assured of the truths of 
all the facts charged on Mr. Elwick by the Presi¬ 
dent, in relation to his behaviour at this Board as 
Well as in this place, 

l< Hie facts alleged to prove his incapacity were 
then considered, and thereupon Mr. Draper the 
Secretary delivered in a report, which was road 
said observed to prove one article of Mr. Elwick’a 
remissness, All the other instances of his negli¬ 
gence were well enough known to most of the 
members of the Board, and therefore did require no 
other proof. 

lhe latter clause of the President’s declarations 
was then considered, wherein he pleased to publish 
hi* full resolution to sir no longer as President at 
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this Board, if Mr. Elwiok should continue as a 
member of it. 

" Upon recourse to the Honorable Company's 
letter in order to find out some directions in such 
out of the way cases, no such appeared; and there¬ 
fore, we judged it a case of an extraordinary, .na¬ 
ture- We observed, however, that suspension is 
Made the penalty of a refractory disorderly beha¬ 
viour, as well of negligence and remits ness in 
business ; and therefore the President desired the 
opinion of the Board, if Mr. Elwiok lmd not in¬ 
curred the penalty of suspension. 

The matter being debated for sometime, the 
Board thought fit to come to the following agree¬ 
ment.. 

“ That as Mr. El wick, on account of his refrac¬ 
tory disorderly and insolent behaviour to the Pre¬ 
sident, has most justly incurred the penalty order¬ 
ed by our Honorable Masters to he inflicted in 
such cases, as well as on account of his negligence 
and reinissness in his business* which penalty is 
no less than suspension. And as the Honorable 
President has been pleased to put the matters 
upon so important an issue, as to declare to us all 
that he will not sit any longer as President, if Mr. 
Elwick is continued "at this Board; we think 
ourselves under a necessity of suspending Mr. 
Elwick, who has been guilty of remissness in 
his business as well as of indecent behaviour 
to the President and to the rest of i.he 
Board ; rather than to part with the President, 
who has so long suffered Mr. Elwick'a inso¬ 
lence and passed by his remissness, as well r.;s 
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behaved himself to us all with the greatest candour, 
mildness and decency imaginable. I t is therefore, 
agreed and resolved that Mr. Nathaniel Eiwiclc be 
Suspended forthwith from the Honorable Com¬ 
pany's Service (officio et benefido) till the Honor¬ 
able Company’s pleasure be known concerning him. 

c< As every Member of the Board was allowed 
to give Ills opinion on this, as well as on all other 
occasions very freely, Messrs, Turner and Benyon 
declared that they could not agree to suspend Mr. 
Khvick; because they thought the Honorable 
Company’s orders did not allow of a sufficient 
latitude for so doing, although they could not 
but confess that he had not behaved himself to the 
‘President so respectfully as he ought to have 
done.** 

Mr. Nathaniel El wick subsequently protested 
against the proceedings, and then the matter ended 
for a while. 

The next Incident to which we have to draw at¬ 
tention is a very curious one, Charles Davers, u , v 
young gentleman who came out as a writer in 
1717, died this year; and left an extraordinary 
will so illustrative of the times that we give it at 
length. Mr. Divers had come out in his eighteenth 
year, and was not twenty-one at the time he died. 

He was the fourth son of Sir R oberfc Havers, Ba¬ 
ronet. His salary appears to have been only £5 
v year, and yet he seems to have been already en¬ 
gaged in several commercial adventures. The de¬ 
sire of the young man to have his name and me- 
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mory perpetuated is Vtery striking ; but We leave 
the will to tell its. own story. 

n Thursday, 22nd September, 1720. In the 
name of God, Amen, I, Charles Havers, now of 
Fort St. George in East India, Merchant, being 
of sound and perfect mind and memory, do make 
and ordain this tny last will and testament m man¬ 
ner and form following, 

c< Imprimis, I recommend my soul to God who 
gave it, hoping through the merits o( a crucified 
Saviour/- to obtain a joyful resurrection : and my 
body I commit to the earth to be decently interred ; 
and for all such worldly estates, as these r/hirlt it 
has pleased. God to bless me with, I give and 
bequeath m follows ; viz. 

" Imprimis, I leave unto the Charity School of 
this place 200 pagodas; and desire the hoys belong¬ 
ing to tins School may attend me to the place of 
burial. Item, i leave unto the Master and Mistress 
of said School pagodas each for mourning. I 
wish all piety and learning may attend them, and 
that they may infuse the same into the children, by 
the help of our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 

“ Item, I leave unto my friend Mr. Thomas 
Wright 20 pagodas for mourning. I wish all 
health may attend him in this world and happiness 
in the next. 

( * Item, I leave 200 pagodas for a tomb to be 
erected in the burial place in form as follows, 
Four large pillars, each to be six covifs highland 
six covids distance one from the other; the top to 
be arched, and upon each pillar a cherubim ; ami on 
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the top of the arcli the effigy of Justice* My body 
to be laid iu the middle of the four pillars, with a 
handsome slope a top of iue, raised about four feet; 
and this inscription h the stone :— t( Here lyetla 
the body of Charles Davors, fourth son of Sir 
Robert Da vers, Bart, who departed this life 

*he—- -of —Anno Domini-ager I •——. ” 

The four pillars to be encompassed iu with iron 
rails, which are to go from pillar to pillar ; and 
at every square, steps to be raised with stones, so 
as people may read the inscription* 

“ Item, I leave the Hono.ubie Governor, Coun¬ 
cil, and Secretary of this place, each a Gold ring 
of one pagoda and a half each value, with these 
words to be engraved in them, £ Charles Havers, 
obiitj* etc. To whom I wish all tranquility, 
health, and prosperity. 

<{ Item, 1 leave unto Dr. Pitchers, the sum of 
30 pagodas in case I die of my present illness, 
and that 1 did not pay him before 1 died. 

“ Item, I leave unto nay friend, Mr Paul Pox- 
ley 20 pagodas foe mourning ; to whom I wish all 
health in this world, and happiness in the next. 

“ Item, I leave unto the Minister that attend * 
me 20 pagodas for a l ing. 

Item, I .have unto my friend Mr. John. Mem¬ 
bers 20 pagodas for mourning. 

“ Lastly, I leave my t.#o trusty and beloved 
friends Mr. George bittwel and Mr. Cateaby 
Oadluun, my two executors of this my last will 
and testament, and desire them to see me carried 
to the place of burial in the manner following viz. 

‘ My Corpse to be carried from I iie Town Hall 
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at seven o’clock at might. I desire that all the 
free rnerehants of , my acquaintance to attend mo 
in their palankeens to the place of burial ; and as 
many of the Company’s servants as I have had 
airy intimacy within my life time ; that all that 
attend me may have scarves and hat bands decent. 
I desire that Mr. Main, and the Charity Boys-, 
may go before my corpse, and sing a hymn ; mv 
corpse to be carried by six Eiiglkhinen or more ) 
if occasion, the minister and the rest of the gentle**- 
men following. I desire of the Honorable Gover¬ 
nor that 1 may have as many great guns iired as 
1 am years old, which is now almost twenty*one. 
In case it is customary to pay the great guns firing 
I desire you to do it. I desire the favour of the 
Captain of the guard to at lend me ; and that yon 
present him with a gold ring the same as the Go¬ 
vernor and Council, And now m to my Estate, 
i have 1080 ounces of silver, which my father sent 
me out this year. I .am concerned with'Mr. Tbox&iis 
Theobalds in a respondentia bond in the “ George” 
Brigantine. 1 have also an hdventure with Cap¬ 
tain James Hindis, the prime cost being 72 pa¬ 
godas and a half. I have at this time in ray eseri* 
tore about 100 pagodas, besides clothes am), 
linen ; an account of which i always keep in my 
escritore. T desire of my two executors to accept 
of 30 pagodas each foriho.uming j and each axing* 
of 15 pagodas value, with my name and time of 
death engraved upon it. 

“ After my corpse is buried, which I desire may 
be done very handsomely, the remainder of my 
estate i desire may be laid out in rice, ami bo 
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given to the poor at the burial place, as long* as it 
lasts. This l declare to be my last will and 

Oil ARLES DAVEils/? 

In the early part of 17 21, an event transpired in 
Black Town which ajipuus to have given no little 
trouble to the Governor, The Warehouse Conico- 
pib had seduced a Bajpoot woman residing at 
Madras ; ami the strictness of the ideas of honour 
prevailing among the Rajpoots, led her relations 
to demand the severest punishment against the 
offender* The story is sufficiently told in the fol¬ 
lowing* extract from the consultations. 

“Thursday, 2ord February, 172], Petition 
from Venkutarauac, an inhabitant of this place of 
the Rajpoot caste, win presented to the .Board ; 
the import of the said petition, being a complaint 
against. Davaroy, the Warehouse Conicopiily for 
seducing his sister from her lawful husband, and 
forcibly detaining her when she was demanded by 
himself and her said husband. The President 
thereupon acquainted the Board that this complaint 
had been made to him singly a few days since ; 
whereupon he confined him to the Choultry, with 
a resolution to re-examine the case at the Board ; 
the complainant being very pressiug and impor¬ 
tunate for justice ; and being so much exasperated 
at the shame and disgrace which then* family was 
like to suffer on the occasion, that they could 
-care iy be restrained from murdering themselves 
as well as the woman ; the caste or tribe to which 
they belong being so nicely strict in their rules 
with regard to matters that concern their honour, 
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that they choose much rather to suffer dentil than 
ignominy or reproach. Davaroy being brought -be¬ 
fore tho Board, and examined upon the occasion ; 
he replied that Verikatarauze came about ten days 
ago to him and told him that his sister had 
returned from the place, to which he sent her up 
in the country, but that he could not find her. 
Davaroy added that thereupon he sent to one 
Evamoi-Vilievoehum a Washerman’s wife and bid 
her look for the girl; and when she had found her 
she told her that her brother desired she might be 
carried to Davaroy’s house. Davaroy added that 
when the girl was brought thither it Was very late, 
and that therefore he asked the Washerwoman why 
she brought her at thaiunseasoimble time of night, 
and bid her go away ; but that they desired to 
lodge in the house that night, for fear of being 
taken up by the rounds. That in the morning, just 
before lie went to the Fort, lie enquired which was 
the .Rajpoot woman ; who when she saw him de¬ 
sired his protection from her friends, who, she 
said, would use her ill whenever she returned to 
them, lie affirmed that he then bid her go a 
second time, but sbe replied, she was afraid and 
could not go ; and then the Washerwoman told him 
that if he did not keep her from her relations she 
should suffer very much. Whereupon he came to 
the Fort. Davaroy further declared that he could 
not deny but that Veukatarauze came to his hon e 
the next day, and demanded his sister, as having 
heard that she was there ; and that he replied that 
it was not in his power to deliver her up, but that 
he might go to his master. That the third day 
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the said Vcnkatarauze r\ei him h the street, 
and demanded his sister again ;* and that ho 
replied, that lie had been hard at work ia the 
Fort, and was very much fatigued, but that he 
would talk with him in the morning ; when tire 
said Veiikntarauze went and iniuije his complaint 
to the Governor. 

“ Venkntnrauze, the Complainant, being called 
in, and asked concerning the matter in dispute , he 
declared that about four months since, having 
hoard that his sister frequently went to the aforo 
mentioned Washerwoman's house who bore no 
very reputable character, he began to be ap¬ 
prehensive, lest his sister should be seduced by 
her, if ho did not timely p vent it ; and that 
therefore he sent ler Up in .« country to some 
relations there, but that < dy returning again 
very privately (which however came to his know¬ 
ledge) lie sent to the aforesaid Washerman’s to 
enquire where slic was. The Washerwoman at firat 
replied, that she knew not ; but afterwards assur¬ 
ed lum she was in the house of Davaroy ; whither 
he accordingly went, and meeting him at home, iu- 
treated him to deliver up his sister in oruer to 
prevent thame and infamy from falling upon their 
whole family, which the detention of his sister 
would unavoidably occasion. The said Venkata* 
rauze further declares, that the defendant Davaroy 
then returned him for answer, that she was not 
in. hi* house, but some where in the street; 
that thereupon being exasperated, he persisted in 
his demands of the girl; telling him without that 
if he Was resolved, himself a ad family should, kill 
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themselves or leave the bounds ; they would do 
cither of the two. To wliich Pavaroy replied, 
they Might do what they would, but that he could 
not wake up the matter in less than eight or ten 
day ’s time; when the Ships were gone for Europe. 

" The W asherwoman being called in, and asked 
concerning this matter, she declared that the Plain¬ 
tiff VenkatarauKc did go to Pavaroy and demand 
his sister; and that thereupon she herself was sent 
for by him, who bid her look amongst the cooly 
washerwomen for the girl ' which she did accord- 
mgly, found lier, mid brought her to Davnroy’s 
house, who bid her go away ; that they replied it 
was late, and that they were afraid of being taken 
up by the rounds; for which reason they desired to 
lie there that night. This deponent further al¬ 
leged, that then Pavaroy permitted them to stay, 
but ordered her to take care of the girl, and stay 
with her. In the morning they asked Pavaroy 
what they should do with her; who replied she 
might go. The deponent added that slm told 
Pavaroy, that if the girl returned to her relations 
they would murder her. Whereupon Pavaroy 
gave them leave to continue in his house for three 
days; two of which, this deponent adds, she re¬ 
mained with the girl; but confesses that the third 
day she was absent. 

“ The sis fer to the Plaintiff Yenkatarauze, be¬ 
ing brought before t he Board, was asked if Dava¬ 
voy was guilty of the several particulars where¬ 
with he now stood charged. In answer whereto, 
the woman declared in tlie affirmative and offerer! 
her oath to the same. 
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t{ The foregoing depositions being heard and 
fully considered ; Davaroy was remanded to the 
Choultry, and the several persons concerned iu 
this affair, dismissed the room.” 

This affair was debated at very great length, 
and occupies an important place in the records. 
The case was subsequently handed over to the ar¬ 
bitration ofthe heads of the cfcstes, and Davaroy 
was sentenced to pay the sum of four hundred 
pagodas. 

Our next extract refers to the general state of 
affairs in the Dekk&n. It has already been men¬ 
tioned that Hussein Ali Khan had been assassi¬ 
nated, and that Cheen Kulick Khan, alias Nizam- 
ool-MooIk, was Subah of the Dekkan. The entry 
though short may be useful to the historian. 

“ Tuesday, 21st March, 1721. The President 
acquaints the Board that he has received repeated 
advices from our spy peons at the Nabob’s Camp, 
relating to Cheen Kulick Khan’s (joining this way 
with a very powerful army-; that lie (Cheen Kulick 
Khan) had summoned all the Nabobs of this coun- 
try to come to him to give an account of their 
management ; and that it is thought he will come 
to Ginjee. The President therefore proposes to every 
one to consider, whether his coming this way may 
not prejudice the Honorable Company’s affairs, if 
we do not send a present, attended with proper 
persons to treat with him. The President further 
acquaints the Board that it is reported Diaram is 
with him ; but as there is no certainty of it at pre¬ 
sent, be intend to make further enquiry/’ 

About this time Governor Hastings was en~ 
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tajged in an enquiry into the murder of two Eng¬ 
lishmen at Syriam in Pegu. The event excited 
considerable attention at the time, but lias long 
since been devoid of interest. The main features 
however may be related as illustrative of the mode 
in which the British traded with Pegu about a 
century and a half ago. _ . 

In i ? MO a Captain Heron resided at .Syrians, a 
few miles to the south-east of Rangoon, in the 
character of British Resident; and it had been 
customary on the arrival of any of the Company’s 
ships at' the Syriam river, for Captain Heron to 
transact all the necessary business with th > Prince 
of Syriam, or even, the King of. Pegu, and to give 
the supercargo such aid and advioe as lay ra his 
power. About this time the Company’s ship " Lusi¬ 
tania,'’ with Me. Stephen Orme as Supercargo, ar¬ 
rived at the Syriam river. For the first day or two 
Mr. Orme lodged at Captain Heron’s house, and all 
things went on smoc hty. Mr. Orme however re¬ 
fused the proffered assistance of Captain Heron, and 
acted for himself. He made his own presents to 
the Prince of Syriam, and rejected the aid of Cap¬ 
tain Heron’s overseer whilst conducting the re¬ 
pairs of his vessel, A coolness naturally sprung up 
between the two, which was greatly increased 
when Mr. Orme not only took a separate house, 
but hoisted the English flag in his compound. 
The quarrel soon extended to the subordinates ; 
and whenever the Lascars of the “ Lusitania ” went 
ashore they were obstructed and affronted by the 
Lascars .of Captain Heron. The former requested 
Mr. Ornte that they might be permitted to resent 
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these affronts ; but he replied that he should 
severely punish any one of hi- mew who sin mid 
make any attack upon Captain Heron’s men unless 
he had received the first blow. 

Under these promising circumstances the time 
came round for rheMussulman feast called “ Hussein 
Josseft/’ and the cs Feast of Jnmsee *,” better known 
as the Mo hurra ra. this festival is celebrated by 
dancing round large fires in the vicinity of the 
Masque, together with mock fighting which gene¬ 
rally era lad in real blows. Accordingly Captain 
Heron hud never permitted any Englishman to go 
near these festivities, and had very often prevented 
the Lascars from doing so. Above ail it was strictly 
forbidden that any one should carry English colours 
on the occasion. It seems however that a number 
of Lascars from the u Lusitania,* 5 together with 
others from some Moors ships, went to the feast, 
followed at ?. distance by five Europeans, Whether 
colours were carried or not appears to be uncertain, 
but an affray broko out, in which Cojee Zackary, 
an Armenian merchant at Syriatn, interfered at the 
hood of his Lascars ; being tilso accompanied by the 
Lascars of Captain Heron. It was in this affray 
that the Chief Mate and Gunner were murdered at 
the direct instigation of Cojee Zachary, We quote 
the deposition of one of the witnesses as a sample 
of the whole. 

“ I, the under written Mauoel DoMonte, inha¬ 
bitant and married in this city of Madras, do 
hereby declare that f being in Syrian* in the time 
that the Moors made their feast; we, the Lascars 
belonging to the Frigate called the “ Lusitania/' 
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and some Moor’s Ships, joined at night and were 
going to the place where the feast was kept; and 
when we cauie to the Street wherein lives the 
Moors Calrtfa, we met. the Lascars of Oojee Zachary 
and Captain Heron. The street .5 being very 
narrow, wo could not pass by them in a body, and 
the Pilot of the Frigate (who was te our Com¬ 
pany) went and desired them friendly to go for¬ 
ward, or grant us liberty to pass them. Instead 
of hearing his petition, one of the Moors insulted 
him and gave him many blows* We seeing that, 
we all arose against them and made them pre¬ 
sently run away aud so continued oar march to 
the place where the feast was kept. A little while 
after came Objee Zachary on horse back, with a 
lahce in his hand (made after the country fashion) ; 
and after him his Lascars, and some of the natives, 
all armed with Sticks and stones. The Pilot of the 
Frigate perceiving Zachary, he went to him and 
took the reins of his bridle in his band, and beg¬ 
ged of Zachary not to take notice of what had 
happened. Zachary gave him no answer, and 
shaking his head he wcr.t round the fire dy¬ 
ing, Beat the dogs and immediately 
the quarrel began, which grew so great that 
our people all run away, except the Pilot and 
Gunner of the Frigate. Zachary, spying them out 
ordered Ms people to beat them ; and he went 
himself to assist them, and with the lance that he 
carried in his hand, he wounded ihe Pilot, of 
which wound the Pilot fell on the ground. 
Zachary perceiving that, and that the Gunner was 
yet safe and running away, he ordered his people 
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to run after him and bring him back ; which they 
did and heat him in the presence of Zachary till 
the Gunner fell dead ; which Zaghary perceiving, 
and it being near tbe fire round which the Moors 
celebrated the ceremony of their feast, he ordered 
to bring a light; and looking on and examining 
the two corpses, and finding they were dead, he re* 
tired to his house. To the truth of which, being 
acted in my presence, I standing all the while in 
a house near the place, where all this was acted, 
I do hereby declare and certify, and take my oath 
on the holy Evangelist in Madras, this 8th day of 
May, 1721” 

The next day Mr. Orme, appealed to the Prince 
of Syriam for justice against Cojce Zachary, but 
appears to have been greatly obstructed by Cap¬ 
tain Heron] The information was transmitted to 
the king of Ava, and the latter ordered V that 
Zachary should be in the sun three days, be bored 
through his cheeks and cut in his back seven times, 
and pay a hundred vies of silver ; and that each 
one of all the others concerned should receive one 
hundred blows; provided that Captain Heron 
would declare in the public Honda that the whole 
story was true.” It would seem that Zachary es¬ 
caped punishment; and on reaching Madras Mr. 
Orme charged Captain Heron before Governor 
Hastings with having been bribed to screen the 
murderer. It will be sufficient to say that the 
charge of bribery fell to the ground, but that Cap¬ 
tain Heron received a severe reprimand from the 
Court of Directors. 

It was soon after this inquiry that the Cover- 
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norsriiip of Mr* Francis Hastings was brought 
abruptly to a close. The quarrel with Mr. Elwiek 
wn9 brought to a an unfavorable termination; for 
instead of his suspension being confirmed, he was 
appointed Governor of Fort St. George and Mr. 
Hastings was removed. The proceedings are some- 
whM obscure, the General letters from the Court of 
Directors being missing. We can therefore only 
extract the following entry, after which Mr. Na¬ 
thaniel Elwick took his seat in the President’** 
chair. 

“Sunday, 1,5th October, 1721. Ships “ Heath- 
cote” and tf Marlborough” (belonging to the 
Honorable Company), arrived this af ternoon from 
Great Britain ; by whom received two packets from 
the Honorable Court of Directors, directed to the 
Honorable Nathaniel FI wick, Esq., President and 
Governor, William Jennings, Nath riel Turner, 
Itichard lleiiyon, Cates by Oadhmn John lEiruner- 
son, ivandal Fowke, James Hubbard, and George 
Drake. All except Mr. Jennings immediately met 
iu/the Consultation Hoorn in the Fort; where all 
Hie Company’s servants, both Civil and Military; 
and other inhabitants, were summoned; and on 
their appearance the packet was opened and the 
Commission read to them, after winch they 
withdrew 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

OOVEKNOKSHXI* OJF MB. NATHANIEL IJLWXCK. 

1721 — 24 . 

Our readers will already have remarked that 
during the period now under review, Fort St. 
George was singularly free from any Interference 
on the part of the Nabob of the Carnatic or Subah 
of the Dekkon. Plus tramnui state of affairs eon «■ 
tinned for some years. The rent was paid regular¬ 
ly, and at. intervals compliments and presents were 
interchanged, but no difference* appear to have 
arisen like those which mark the early annuls of 
Madras. A change also is perceptible in what 
may be called the domestic history of the Presi¬ 
dency. Much of the roughm s of the early period 
had passed away. Manners became less quaint 
and simple, but more refined; and altogether there 
is a better tone in the consultations. Decorum 
was mow strictly preserved, whatever doubts may 
be entertained as to any real improvement in the 
morality of the times, 

The first event in the new administration was 
however an extraordinary one. On the very Sun¬ 
day, the 15th of October, 1721, that Mr. Elwick 
rook the place of Mr, Hastings in the President’* 
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chair, the new Governor asked the Secretary tor 
the Cash book, in order that he might see the 
balance ; but found that it was closed up only to 
the end of the previous month, and that no entry 
of receipts or disbursements had been made tor 
the month of October. Accordingly, as it war, too 
late to examine the actual state ot the cash 
that evening, the cash chest was sealed tip, anc 
the ke\ of the Godown in which the silver was 
kept, called the Silver Godown, was delivered m , 
and Mr. Hastings, the late President, and Mr. 
Cooke, the Secretary, were requested to be present 
in the morning to sec them, both opened 

On the following morning the council assembled 
in the Consultation Room. Mr. Hastings was not 
•present, but Mr. Cooke was sent for to see the 
Silver Godown opened. The proceedings may 
here be described in the language of the official 

nday, 16th October, 1721. Mr. Thomas 
Cooke being sent for, pursuant to an order oi 
yesterday’s Consultation, to see the Stiver Godown 

opened and the treasure delivered acquaints the 

Board that there is none at all m the Godown ;.no 
having sold the last 29 chests by an order ot Mr. 
Hastings, since the Consultation ot the M in¬ 
stant, at 14 dollars per 10 pagodas ; which ho in¬ 
tended to have reported the first, Consultation 
that should have been Ucltl. He was asked to pay 
i„ the produce of the silver hut he answered he 
had not received it The Board then told Jm 
that, as he had sold it without any authority, they 
looked upon him to be accountable for it ; and <le- 
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manded what security he could give for the pay¬ 
ment of it. In answer to which he desired time 
till the afternoon, when he doubted not he should 
be able to give security to our satisfaction. He 
was then ordered to withdraw, and acquah: tod wo 
should want him by and by.’’ 

*? The President then acquaints the Board that 
he sent to Mr. Hastings, to desire to speak with 
him upon the matters of his cash account. Ac¬ 
cordingly Mr. Hastings attended the President at 
the Fort, where they had a private conference in 
the President's room; the result thereof from Mr. 
Hastings was, that he was deficient in the cash ac¬ 
count, Hut that he would in seven days time make 
it good and deliver ia the case account with the 
balance. In the mean time he desired to reside at 
the garden far his health and convenience ; and 
likewise desired leave to retire to the Mount till 
the next ship sails for England* on which he hopes 
to embark. 

,f Mr, Thomas Cooke was again ?enfc for to the 
Board, and f ho money for the 29 chests of silver 
demanded of him. He answered he could not at 
present comply therewith, but that in twenty day’s 
time he would make good the amount of what the 
39 chests sold for, Ujson which the Board insisted 
on security till he has paid the money. He an¬ 
swered at present he had not any to offer, but that 
he would go and get security. Accordingly he 
was acquainted we should meet again at four 
o'clock, and that then we shall expect he brings it 
with him/* 
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Pour o’clock came, when tlie following discus¬ 
sion took place in the Consultation Room, 

“ Mr. Cooke attends the Boat'd (according to 
order iu thb mo uiug’s consultation), and acquaints, 
the Board that the late President will be answer¬ 
able for the amount of the sale of the 29 chests of 
treasure ; and if the Board does not think the late 
President’s bond for the same sufficient security, 
that he is willing to enter into the bond with him 
for tire amount of the same; and beiug pressed for 
a sum of money forthwith in part, lie answered, he 
hoped in five or six days to be able to pay in on 
account of the said silver about ten or twelve 
thousand pagodas. Upon which he was ordered 
to withdraw till the Board had considered further 
on the affair. 

“ Agreed that the Into President and Mr. Cooke's 
joint bond is no security to the Honorable Com¬ 
pany for the 21) chests of treasure; for a bond,, 
without assets being joined with it and made over 
to the amount of the said treasure, is no more 
than an acknowledgment of the debt. 

* Agreed that as the President designs this 
evening to return Mr. Hnsting’s visit to him this 
morning, that Ho does discourse Mr. Hastings ou 
the subject of his debt on his cash account, and 
Mr. Cooke’s debt account, viz. the 29 chests of 
treasure ; and that the President desires to know 
of Mr. Hastings if he will give security for his 
debt on account of the cash; ns also for Mr. 
Cooke’s debt on account the 29 chests of silver ; 
and that the Board do wait the President’s return* 
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or. this malt' t' which 
has already taken us up a great deal of time.’ 

Late iu the evening there was another consulta¬ 
tion, the proceedings of which are tints recorded. 

“ The President reports to the Board, that lie 
having been with the late President Mr. Hastings 
to return his visit of the morning, did according 
to agreement discourse Mr. lias tings on the 
affair of his cash account, aud the 2D chests of trea¬ 
sure disposed of by Mr. Thomas Cooke ; and that 
having demanded the money, or sufficient .security 
for each, the late President did thereupon reply to 
him, that he would certainly on. the day after to¬ 
morrow (which he said was as soon as an affair of 
that nature could be transacted) pay him the ba¬ 
lance of the cash account in money, diamonds, or 
other sufficient security ; and that as to the affair of 
the 29 chests of silver, he desires till the time is 
elapsed which the said, silver was sold at; and con¬ 
cluded with desiring that no unkind expressions 
or entries be made upon our Consultation Book to 
slur his reputation. To which the President re¬ 
plied, he found uo member of the Board any way 
inclined thereto. 

“ Agreed that the Board will wait till the day 
after to-morrow, aud expect the late President 
Mr. Hastings’ performance of his promise, unless 
hi the meantime there should appear cause for the 
contrary/ ? 

During the interval Mr. Hastings was Liken 
dangerously ill. Accordingly on the ' Wednesday, 
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being the clay fixed for paying the balance of the 
cash, the following entries are recorded. 

" Wednesday, 18th October, 1721. The Pre¬ 
sident reports that upon hearing of the late Presi¬ 
dent's dangcro- s illness, he sent for Mr. Cooke, 
and demanded of him security for the 29 chests of 
treasure which he has disposed of out of the Ware¬ 
house. He replied he could not give in security 
for the same. Whereupon the President thought 
himself obliged to deliver him to the Captain of 
the Guard's charge ; biit that upon his request, lie 
had permitted him to remain in the lodgings of the 
Warehouse under sentinels.” 

Mr. Cooke being thus confined as security for 
the 29 chests of silver, the next thing to be con¬ 
sidered was what was to be done about the cash 
balance. On perusing a rough draft of the cash 
book, it was discovered that Mr. Hastings was 
indebted to the company more than seventy-two 
thousand pagodas ; whilst the amount of cash 
actually remaining in the treasury may be gathered 
from the following extract of the same elate as the 
foregoing. 

“ Wednesday, continued . Mr. Walsh brought 
the key of the cash chest and opened itupon 
which there was found, in money one iFanam, and 
some Pirn aims and Rusbulbookumsj being 29 
from the Mogul, and the Commission for trying 
the pirates ; also a paper with blue seals, said to 
be u purse belonging to Dalton deceased in Pegu, 
These were all the things found in the chest, ex¬ 
cept some empty pagoda bags. Mr. Walsh being 
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asked if he brought any message from Mr. Hast¬ 
ings, answered he had none. 

Agreed that to-morrow morning the late Pre¬ 
sident's cash account be drawn out, sent to him, 
and the balance demanded to be forthwith paid ; 
and -ifter having had a long debate upon the mat¬ 
ter, it was also agreed that the President do give 
orders to the Captain of the Guard for securing 
the person of the late President from making his 
escape from the place till such time as that he 1ms 
paid the Honorable Company, what he owes them 
on hi 5 cash account and die 29 chests of silver re¬ 
ported to be sold by Mr. Cooked’ 

Notwithstanding this singularly empty state of 
the Silver God own and Treasury Chest, Mr. Hast¬ 
ings scarcely appears to have been a dishonest 
man ; and it was only the sudden manner in which 
he was required to vacate the chair that caused the 
deficiency. On the next day he paid in ten thou¬ 
sand pagodas; on the Saturday following he de¬ 
posited diamonds to the value of twenty thousand 
pagodas more, and a few dap afteiwards gave 
ample security for the remainder* Unfortunately 
for him the illness with which he had been attack¬ 
ed proved fatal. The following simple entries tell 
their own story. 

" Tuesday, 12th December, 1721. Mr. Francis 
Hastings, late President, desires leave to go home 
on the “ Marlborough/' which is granted, believing 
the security we have on the Honorable Company's 
account more than sufficient to answer their de¬ 
mands ; the very ill stale of health he is in, and 
the little likelihood of his life if he continues here. 


HldfOBr OF MAJJltAS. Cim~24, 

being sufficient motives thereto. We have abo 
permitted his servant, Thomas Newton, to go 
with him ; he being as Mr. Hastings says u very 
useful servant to him, and has long since served 
Ms time to the Honorable Company. 

^ Friday, 15 th December, 1721. This evening 
died the late President, Frauds Hastings; .Esq.’ 5 

The year 1721 was rendered memorable by a 
great storm, which took place (bring the North 
frast monsoon, and occasioned very great damage. 
The records describe exactly the same kind of 
weather winch still visits the coast of Coromandel 
.at intervals; but in addition to the terrors of the 
storm, it would seem that in cases of shipwreck 
some fears were entertained of the Moors, though 
not to the same extent as in former years. The 
following extracts will describe the commotion 
which attended such an event a hundred and forty 
years ago. 

“ Monday, 18th November, 1721. The Captain 
of the <c King Georg© 55 having yesterday in the af¬ 
ternoon received his dispatches, was this morning 
to take iiis leave of the President, who went with, 
him tc the Sea Gate to see him off’; but the surf 
running very high, he could not get over, but 
hoped for meeting with an opportunity in the 
afternoon ; but the wind and weather increased 
rather than abated, growing very thick to the 
north east As the evening approached ruin came 
on and wind iti greater abundance, which prevent¬ 
ed him from going off that night. 

“ 14th November. All last night and this day 
the wind and vain continued with more violence 
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than yesterday, and increased towards noon to a 
great storm. The rapidity of the waters out of 
the country was so great that it broke two of our 
bridges, that next to the Fort mul the other on the 
road towards Triplicate. At the former of these 
there was at least two feet fall, which must be a 
prodigious stream to so small a bridge; and as to 
the other it was hardly dry, so consequently the 
more liable to this disaster. The whole Island 
was overflowed, and nothing all round us to be 
scon but water, tops of hedges and trees. The 
rains and floods have carried away most of the 
Ma<".{uaw and poor peoples 3 houses in the suburbs 
of Madras The weather at one o clock in the 
afternoon was so thick and hazy that we could 
not see a atone cast round us; and notwith¬ 
standing we are, extremely alarmed at frequent 
firings from the ships in the road all this afternoon, 
yet we cannot do anything for the security either 
of our Honorable Masters’ goods; ships or t reasure ; 
the surf flying quite up to the gates, and impossi¬ 
ble for r boost anything to live upon the sea. 

** 15th November. This morning the wind be¬ 
gan to abate and the weather to clear up ; but 
on our looking out into the road we could perceive 
only one ship remaining, which in the afternoon 
we heard was the “ Heathcote.” The Chief Mate 
writes ashore that the brigantine he had not seen 
all yesterday, nor the <c King George,” nor the 
<f Dartmouth” since that day at noon. As for the 
“ Marlborough” she drove about 5 in the after¬ 
noon ; and lie judged that ship which was then 
at an anchor within half a mile of the surf off St; 
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Thome, to be her. Captains Ellistcm, Warden, and 
Crossing, and Mr Bates, Chief Mate of the 
*' Marlborough,” desired horses to go down and 
see her, and look if any more w; re to bo seen to 
the southward, but after all that they could do it 
was impossible for them to get over the river, so 
they were obliged to return, We endeavoured 
immediately after that to pend off anchors and 
cables to the “ Marl boro ugh,” who marie frequent 
signal 3 of distress ; but the boat we put the cable 
into (and in which the Chief Mate was going) fill¬ 
ed and split to pieces. However we with much 
ado got off a cable that afternoon, and the Chief 
Mate went aboard. As soon as he was there lie 
hoisted his Ensign in the fore shrouds, the signal 
agreed upon in cade of another ship in distress 
below there':; but notwithstanding all that we could 
do, we were obliged to defer sending an anchor till 
the next morning. 

“ We also ordered three boats to be got ready 
and seven soldiers to go in each boat; Captain a 
Warden, Elliston, and Crossing, whose ships and 
brigantine were missing, went one in each of 
them. But an accident prevented that wherein 
Captain Warden was from proceeding, which was 
her oversetting ; by which misfortune a Serjeant 
and three men were drowned. 

“ The Honorable President in the morning, per¬ 
ceiving the ships were missing, dispatched 100 
peons to the southward along the sea side to see 
if any wrecks came ashore; but t.he rivers bfcing so 
very deep and rapid, and the country under 
wnter, that the peons could not pass'; so that bad 
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not any intelligence till the 17 th in the afternoon 
from the Chief of Covdong. However it was 
judged necessary to have an account of the above- 
mentioned signal, in oruer to send the men as be¬ 
fore related. Captain Crossing was in the first 
boat that went off that evening; when he got 
aboard the “ Marlborough’' fired one gun, which 
was agreed to be done il‘ the signal' on the fore 
shrouds in the evening was not a mistake. 

“A Letter from Captain Tolson’s Chief Math 
to him, of this day’s date, giving an account of the 
storm is hereunder entered. 

“Heathcote,” November 17th. 1721. 

“ Captain Tolson, 

"Sir, 

These ate to inform you that the ship has 
met wi th no further misfortune than the loss of the 
Long boat and the parting of our small Bower 
Cable; though I must confess it is less than ex- 
pected. It is impossible to relate the extremity of 
weather we had as to the Ships. J cannot tell 
further of them than that ship to the Southward of 
St. Thorn <? I take to be the “ Marlborough.” The 
" Dartmouth” 1 see drive yesterday in the after¬ 
noon ; the weather coming on so thick saw no 
more of her. The " King George” i saw yester¬ 
day noon. The brigantine we saw nothing of 
which impute to the thickness of the weather at 
that time ; but heartily wish thev may be well 
which 1 much doubt. The “ King George”, she 
being a very pestered ship, or indeed the rest. ] 
cannot see what they could do by going to sea 
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with the wind at north east, and north east by 
east, and such a grown sea. 

I am Sir, 

Your most humble Servant, 

Kooiiii 11 a lb. v 

‘Moth November, The Honorable President 
received a letter from Oapfo i.u Eli iy ton on board 
the “ Marlborough,'” acquainting / us she rode in 
$k fathom water, and that since eight o'clock 
Tuesday morning she had seen neither of the other 
Ships, but she lias lost, four anchors, and had only 
their sheet anchor left; but that they had one of 
the Company’s stocked, and desired timber to 
stock another, and a large Oattamaran to carry 
their anchors out to work further off shore The 
President forthwith sent them an anchor of 25 tons 
weight ready stocked, on a large Cattamaran, ac¬ 
cording t o f heir desire, and they have immediately 
go no out in deeper water, and now die is very safe* 

** Captain To Is on also communicated to na a 
letter that he received from his Mate, importing 
the ship laboured prodigiously during all that 
Hurricane, which has forced alt the oakum out of 
her upper works; tluu they rode almost under 
water which had damaged very much their previ¬ 
sions ; that their sheet cable nad best bovver were 
both rubbed very much, and the outward cable to 
the best bower anchor yery bod; that she had 
worked down all the cabin - la the steerage, and 
the bulk head and broke aU their hen coops to 
pieces. Late (it night the President received x 
letter from Gap tains EUiston and Crossing, two 
miles off Covclong, importing they had met nothing 
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like a wreck in their way, but a Long boat and 
David winch they believed belonged either to the 
4< Marlborough” or ' Heftthoote.” 

",Friday, 17th November, 1721. The Vte& 
dent acquaints the Board that, by peons sent from 
hence, he received advice about, Foor from the 
Chief of Covelong, that a shin is drove ashore 
about eight miles to the Southward of said place ; 
and that 5 chests aud 20 Europeans are come 
ashore and seized by the Moors ; but what ship is 
stranded, the peons could not tell the name of. 

tf Agreed that the u Heathoote” be forthwith or 
dered under sail to the wreck j that twenty Euro 
poans and Captain Sutherland be sent upon her tft 
protect the wreck, with ten Lascars aud amimmi- 
licii, as also sixty spare arms for the Ship’s Com- 
pauy; with all other necessaries and as many 
Muaaoolas as can be spared, together with such 
as we can borrow from St. Thome. Fourteen 
Europeans are already at Covelong, under com¬ 
mand of Captains Ellistan and Growing, as also 
twenty Lascars.” 

“Friday, 17th November, 1781. Keeeived a let¬ 
ter c om the Chief of the Flemings at Covelong, 
advising that an English Ship was stranded at 
Mauveliptaram, and that the people that wo sent 
down were arrived there ; that the Moors at hi* 
intercession treated them very well; let them have 
two palankeens and a horse to po to the wreek* 
and enquire news of the others that were missing; 
that they had secured all tht- sailors, but upon the 
Captain's request had released them again ; and 
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he assures us that .the Moor* will not in the least 
hinder but rather be assisting to us in this affair.” 

We now turn lo an incident, which is by no 
means without a parallel in the early history of 
Madras, and which at the same time is very signi¬ 
ficant The Governors of Tort St. George appear 
about this period to have each had some very 
clever Native acting Tor them under the name of 
the Dubnsli ; and this Governor’s Dubashnot only 
transacted all the private business of liia master, 
such m sales and purchases, but was frequently 
guilty of extortion and oppression towards his 
fellow countrymen, of which no one can have the 
slightest conception who is not intimately ac¬ 
quainted with the native character. Of course 
after the death or departure of a Governor many of 
these acts of tyranny came out, and the Dubash was 
made to disgorge a portion of his ill gotten gains. 
Thus some time alter the death of Mr. Hastings, 
his Dubash Mar Kistna, got into trouble ; though 
we may remark in passing, that his evil deeds were 
subsequently left in the shade by another Native 
who afterwards acted as Dubash to Governor 
Macrae. 

The story of Governor Hasting’s Dubash is 
however somewhat singular from the fact of this 
clever extortioner being of a jocular and musi¬ 
cal turn ; and indeed seems to have been a 
type of a character but little known to the 
European, namely that of a convivial Hindoo. 
Dickons tolls a story of a London cabman who was 
sentenced to solitary confinement for six weeks 
for having “ thrashed a fare and who there- 
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upon lay T&pon his back and sang comic songs 
all day. Tt does however seem somewhat strange 
that a similar character should have turned up in 
the records of this Presidency. We give the 
original entry. 

“ Saturday, 8th September, 1722. We have ac¬ 
quainted the Honorable Court of Directors that 
we had secured Mar Kiatna, Mr. Basting’s Du- 
bash, whom wo had severe complaints against 
for large debts owing to sundry persons, and other 
indirect management. He hath now cither made 
full satisfaction, or given security for all the de¬ 
mands that have appeared against him, except 
a debt to Amurash Taeca, a company's merchant, 
and to the estate of his master Hastings. His 
crimes arc so enormous that they call for public 
punishment, that he may be an example to future 
Dubashen how they make use of their Master's 
power in an unwarrantable manner. Tie at pre¬ 
sent complains of a lameness in his limbs, how 
real we cannot determine ■ but shall leave the de* 
termination of his case ill the Europe ships n e 
gone He always had a lodging in the Fort, and a 
sentry upon him, and had the liberty of his ac¬ 
quaintance, till the Company’s Merchants reported 
? hat he lived so jocular with his singing master 
attending him, that he would never think of pay¬ 
ing him his money ; which was above two months 
since, when the President ordered him into the 
Ensign's room upon the Main Guard, and the 
door to be shut ; though, however he still ob- 
setves a constant levee at liis window every 
morning.” 
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The following extract trill furnish a sufficient 
illustration of Mar Kistna’s proceedings. 

ce Saturday, 8th September 1722. 

“ A Declaration of Tombec Chetty and Mooki 
Veiikitta Chetty. 

“ We, Tombeo Ohetty and Moota Veiikitta 
Ohetty* do hereby declare that Mar Kistna sent 
for and told us, that as we had entered into a con¬ 
tract with the Honorable Company, we ought, 
to give the Governor 5000 pagodas, which 
he then demanded. Upon our refusing to give 
the said money, he went and told the Governor 
some false stories, which occasioned us to be con¬ 
fined one day at the Gardens. About 12 o’clock that 
night the peons carried us to Mar Ristna’s house, 
when we asked why we put him to so much trouble 
without any reason- He answered, that if ire 
would lay down 5000 pagodas we may go fixe, or 
else we should bo confined in the Choultry. Not¬ 
withstanding those threats we still refused to give 
any money. Then he sent us to the Choul¬ 
try, and put us in a close prison, where two men 
cant scarce stand; and ordered the peons not to 
let us go out without the door upon any account 
whatsoever, bid made us eat and drink and live 
entirely in that little place. About four or five 
days after he gave orders that, we should not bare 
anv provisions wh dsoever, but once in four days, 
ami then only a little rice and water, and of that 
not half enough to satisfy our appetites. One day 
we lighted a lamp in the said godown; which Alar 
Kistna saw, and ordered it immediately to be put 
out. Sometime after, we sent a man to the said 
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Mar Ki jtim to ask him how lie could be o barbar¬ 
ous to us. He answered, that we should not be re¬ 
leased unless we would give the said 5000 pagoda s; 
telling the said servant that if we would give the said 
money, to come and tell him; if not, not to come 
to him again; anil then he ordered the pcou to push 
the said mail our of his house. Sometime after he 
sent a man to us to tell us that if we would give 
3000 pagodas we should be free ; which we refused. 
Sometime after 3000 pagodas; then that we should 
be released for .1500 pagodas. Lastly he sent 
word, if we would directly lay down 1000 pagodas 
we should be set at liberty. But finding he 
could not get any thing from us he increased his 
barbarity to the utmost of Ids power, and then 
released us* all which was by the persuasion of 
Mar Kistria. Therefore we hope this Honorable 
Board will examine this affair. ' 

The subsequent, treatment of Mar Ivistna may 
be gathered from the following extracts. 

" Wednesday, 10th October, i 722. Agreed 
that Mar Kistna be, as he lias petitioned, permit¬ 
ted to go about Town under a guard of peons and 
Talluirs in the clay time, to gather in his effec ts, 
in order to satisfy what he owes to the estates of 
Messrs. Hasting*, Wright, and other creditors; 
that the Petitioners lie permitted to sue K b hi a iti 
the Mayor's Court if they please, and that the 
peon* and Triliars every night do return Mar 
ivistna to his confinement, till he has satisfied all 
Hit creditors.’* 

4 ‘ Tuesday, 11th December, 1722. Petition of 
Mar Kistna read, setting forth that being under 
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confinement at the Fort, anti not having- con¬ 
veniences proper to take tl»- necessary physic for 
recovery of ilia U dth, it is agreed he be delivered 
to the charge of the Chief Peon, and Taliar, and 
that he remains at his own house” 

After this Mar Kistna managed to satisfy all his 
creditors and obtained his liberty. 

fhe following extracts regarding the Armeiuans 
will be found interesting, as throwing light upon 
the mode in which trade was earned on in the. 
olden time. Our readers will bear in mind the 
distinction between the Company’s trade, and the 
trade carried on by the Company’s servants and 
merchant? of the place. 

“ Monday, ?7th April, 1724. The President 
told the Hoard that the Armenians had for a long 
time behaved themselves in a very insolent haughty 
manner j and had rendered themselves not Only 
undeserving the great privileges granted them, 
but likewise obnoxious to the Government by 
several actions, contrary to the yules and reguln- 
lions thereof; and that he had ordered them to 
attend the Board to answer to several facts lie 
hail to charge them with. The first was that 
tiodejee George, and the rest of the owners oi the 
ship “ London,” had imported great part ot the 
Ship’s Cargo at Pondicherry, to the amount oi 
12,000 pagodas, contrary to the orders o -he 
Company ; a 8 would fully appear from their letter 
of the 7th April 1708, where they order the native 
inhabitants to be expelled the bounds, it they carry 
the trade to St. Thome to the prejudice of the 
custom;, of Madras ; which by parity ot reason 
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holds the snrae with respect to Pondicherry, since 
wherever the goods ore imported, stiil the customs 
are lost to them. He, the President, likewise pro¬ 
duced the Company’s letter of the 19th December 
1719, where are these remarkable words, speaking 
of the French,—-that none of our Servants, whether 
Europeans or Indians, nor any of our Merchant** 
or Brokers, be permitted to buy or sell tor them, 
or otherwise assist them, in their trade or Mer¬ 
chandize. He added that Codejee Petrus, an 
Armenian lately arrived from Manilla, and 
an inhabitant of this place, had contracted 
with the French this very year for 30,000 dollars 
worth of goods upon freight ; and that besides 
they had encouraged one Bassilio, a subject of 
Manilla, to come hither and carry away the freight 
from this plane ; all which actions tend greatly to 
the damage of the Company with respect to their 
customs, and to the place itself, by encouraging 
foreigners and destroying the navigation ot the 
English. Ho added that this evil had been long 
growing to the height it now is, and that as it is 
daily increasing, if the Board do not take some 
measures to prevent it, the commerce of Madras 
must inevitably fall away to nothing. 

“ The matter being sometime debuted, and the 
privileges granted the Armenians duly considered, 
tliev were called in and Odd that it was the ex¬ 
press orders of tdie Company, that no inhabitant 
of Madras should be allowed to import goods in 
any foreign settlement to the prejudice of the cus¬ 
toms of this place. Likewise that none under the' 
English protection were to aid and assist other 
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nations iri their trade and navigation, to the detri¬ 
ment of t.ho English. They a Tinned that they 
never had done any thing of tikis kind ; but being 
pressed with the importation of goods at Pondi- 
cherry, Codejoe George assured the Board that ho 
knew nothing of the doing of it till the goods 
wore ashore and sold j and a$ to the eon tract 
with the French, Codejee Petrus told them that 
money came from Manilla for account of Spaniards 
there, and consigned to him and another Armenian 
upon the French- Ship, and that his orders were to 
return it on the same Ship. 

4 They were then ordered to withdraw, and 
after some small debate it was agreed to overlook: 
what was past, but to let them know that if they 
were guilty, of such practices for the future, they 
should, be proceeded against with the utmost 
rigour, in compliance with the orders of our 
Honorable Masters. They were called in accord¬ 
ingly, and told the resolution of the .Board ; to 
which they promised due obedience ” 

“ Wednesday, 20th May, 1/24. The Armenians 
not taking warning by the late orders given then* 
at the Board, but growing more insolent. ; and 
having since engaged with one Agoaliiiho .Bnssilio, 
who is <; Spaniard and come to this place, where 
he has offered freight at a lower rate than has for 
man}' years been customary, to the vast prejudice 
of the trade and navigation of th is place $ it was 
proposed to put a stop to such proceedings ; but 
this being a matter of great moment, after some 
debate about the methods to be used in such a 
‘rtsic, the Board thought fit to defer coming to n 





resolution thereupon till they bad more fully con¬ 
sidered it.” 


“ Tuesday, 26th May. 1724. The Board then 
resumed the debate concerning the Armenians, 
and the Manilla freight, which was deferred the, 
last; consultation day ; and it was agreed by ■•the 
whole Board that, if some measures were not taken 
to prevent it, the trade of this place would be en¬ 
tirely lost to ill® English and given to Foreigners. 
But as the Company have given great immunities 
*o that set of glen, it was urged that we could rot. 
without infringing those privileges, prevent their 
trading on the best terms they could. To which 
it was replied that the contract mentioned was an 
obsolete one ; and that even at that time it was 
ipado the Company complained that tlu* circum¬ 
stances of the times obliged them to grant greater 
immunities than they would otherwise have done, 
and that probably when those circumstances 
should be altered they might make some altera¬ 
tions therein ; by which it appeared, the Company 
themselves did not thoroughly approve of the grant¬ 
ing such privileges. It was added upon this side 
that the Armenians had long ago forfeited the 
privileges granted them, by carrying oil their trade 
to and from Europe on the Danes’ ships, and now 
more recently by contracting with the French 
and Spaniards, directly contrary to the con¬ 
ditions on which these concessions were made 
them. It was further added on the same side, 
that the Company do covenan: and agree with t heir 
servants, and Free Merchants whom they per¬ 
mit to reside in India, that they shall have 


urnr„ y 



nil manner of freedom in tl>eir trade, but that 
if ever they think fit to order any of their own 
Blips to freight voyages, they do expect to be 
first served, and our ships after them. From 
w hence it is reasonable, to suppose, if they will 
insist upon tb % first plan themselves, we ought to 
be and are allowed the second; or otherwise we 
should be on a much worse foundation than any set 
of lnen in India, and obliged to leave off all trad¬ 
ing ; bring under traded by the natives on the one 
hand and obliged to prefer the Company's ships 
on the other. Upon the whole of the debates, 
which was continued for a considerable time, it 
was unanimously agreed and ordered, that the 
inhabitants of Madras shall not bo allowed to freight 
to Manilla any goods or money belonging to this 
place on any foreign ship before the English ship 
is laden.” 

The following complaint addressed to the Go¬ 
vernment of ^orh St. George on the 8th June, 
1724, by Mr. l>rake, a member of Council, is worth 
preserving-as illustrative of the times. 
r * Honorable Sirs, 

“ I am to acquaint you that on Tuesday night 
last about 10 o*clock\ a Musteez belonging to ship. 
“ Moylip,” did in the open street assault and most 
barbarously beat one of my servants. As soon as 
I was informed of the same, I sent a civil message 
to him by my Dubash, and only desired to be ac¬ 
quainted with his reasons; but instead of having the 
least reply from him he returned to me rny Dubash 
very much beaten, and had the insolence to follow 
him with blows to uiv very door. I then could 
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<lo no other than send for the Guard, who accord¬ 
ingly came and secured him for the remainder of 
the night. This no sooner was done, but Captain 
Hill, the Commander of the Ship this young of¬ 
fender belongs to, came to my house and in a most 
indecent manner addressed himself to mo ; telling 
me J. had forfeited all good manners, and had s< nt 
a better gentleman than myself on the Guard, and 
that my Councellorship was my only protection for 
so doing, and only on that presumption 1 had 
dared to do it, and that it was well for me 1 had 
such a protection to skreen me from lus immediate 
resentment. In short Captain Hills language and 
manners throughout were very foul and rude, 
arid such as I believe your Honours upon 
examination will find ought neither 'to be given 
ov taken, especially as I had only done iny duly, 
and taken no more privilege than the meanest of 
your inhabitants may, to quell a riot in the pro- 
perest maimer I could. I should have been very 
glad if Captain llill would have recollected him * 
self the next morning, that I might ndt have given 
yoUr Honors this trouble ; but a lit persists, and 
will make me no acknowledgment, I am strictly 
obliged to make this application, and do believe 
you will find I merited better usage then Cap¬ 
tain Hill was pleased to bestow on me But this 
I refer io your determination.'’ 

It may be gratifying to hear that Captain Hill, 
after much expostulation, was induced to make an 
apology. 

The following entries are. worth preserving on 
account of their historical value. They seem to refer 
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to a confederation of different Nabobs in Southern 
India, including Sadatulla Knaii, Nabob ot {Vreot, 
against the power of Cbcen Kulich Khan, Nizam 
of the Dekkau. xVlso to a struggle between two 
Mussulman chiefs for the possession of «Jinjee. 

“ Wednesday* 1st July, 1724, The President 
informed the JRoard, that yesterday he received 
private advices from t|m country tluvf in a late 
engagement near Aurangabad, wherein the Nabobs 
of this side of the country were most of them 
joined against Cheen Kulkh Khan, this latyer hud 
gained a complete victory. Gaiib Khan, com¬ 
mander of the forces scut ngaivisl him by our 
Nobob, be mg lulled ; as was likewise Talum K han 
son to Abdul Nab bee. Khan, and almost all the 
Chief Officers ui the Army. Sheik Mahmud Klmn, 
Nabob of Hyderabad, was likewise wounded and 
his life despaired of. These letters add that a de¬ 
tachment of Cheen Kiilich Khan’s army, amounting 
to about 15,000 men, were on their march to seize 
Sattingurra, one of the passes into the Uarnafcta 
country, which had occasioned our Nabob to 
march*to secure it ; in order to which he was 
levying forces with the utmost expedition and at 
very extravagant rates. Further advices say that 
Abdul Nabbec Khan was marched against Pyre 
Khun, to take possession of the Ginju country ; 
and that we might shortly expect an account of 
the engagement from those parts/’ 

“ Friday, 10th July, 1724. The President pro¬ 
duced another letter, giving us an account that 
there had happened a very bloody engagement be¬ 
tween Abdul Nabby Klmn and Pyre Khan, m 
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which the former wft^kiUetl and the latter movie II 
woundee, and that there were upwards o 12,000 
toen cut off in the engageme ... ' That ipon this 
our Nabob was marched to take possession of the 
Ginjea country, imagining that after such a vast 
loss neither side will be able to oppose him ; that 
Cheen Kulieh Jvliar v on his march to this side of 
the country, and a detachment of his nrmj eovr 
listing of 15,00(5 men, is now encamped at i 
leagues distance from Hyderabad, in their way 
hither, followed by himself with the main body* 

lt The PtYMdeui added that there are remaining 
or Abdul Nabby Khan’s family, 23 persons, which 
are ail resolved to maintain their right to the 
Ginjeo country or die, so that there is little likeli¬ 
hood of these parts bang settled again in peace 
for a long time/ 

“ Wednesday, 2 2nd July 1724, There being 
a large quantity of Madeira wine in the Godowns, 
it was proposed to dispose of some part thereof. 
But the Persian Empire being so much disturbed, 
and the Afghans! beseiging Shiraz, it was re¬ 
solved, not to sell any Madeira yet, it being very 
unlikely that we should have any wine from Persia 
this year, and consequently the price of Madeira 
will rise which is now very low.” 

About this time a crime was committed at Port 


* In the records ho is sty/ d Nks- Midmuloch, who 
id said bo be the same as (i Chidklys Khan/ There cau- 
tu> t however bo the slightest doubt of hi a identity. 

f The Afghans arc here entitled u Ophgoons** in the 
Records. Of course Jtt this, a < in other similar cases, we 
have modeudzed the spelling. 
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Bt. David, which is worthy of some notice. A 
Gunner was living with n Portuguese woman ; and 
one evening an Ensign of the Garrison made the 
Gunner chunk apparently for the purpose ot seducing 
the woman. The Gunner however awoke from his 
drunken stupor, and after much altercation shot the 
Ensign dead. Many of the details are unfit 
for our columns, but the following extracts from 
the depositions are curious illustrations of the 
Garrison Life of the period. We must promise that 
the Gunner’s name was Jens Pitterson ; the En- 
sign who was murdered was named Edward Key. 

Jens Pitterson declares, that the 2nd of Oc¬ 
tober 1721, about 5 o’clock in the afternoon, he 
came from shooting ; at which time Ensign Edward 
Key asked hirn what game lie had got; to which 
lie replied he saw nothing worth shooting, and so 
came home immediately. Afterwards Jens Pit¬ 
terson declares he went home to eat, and when lie 
had done Ensign Edward Key asked him, the said 
Jens Pitterson, to go to his room to drink a dram 
with him. To which the said Pitterson replied, 
that he was not used to drink and could not hoar 
liquor, and therefore desired to be excused ; but 
after many persuasions the said Jens Pitterson 
declares he went to Ensign Edward Key’s room, 
and there drank with the Ensign two drams 
After which the said Jens Pitterson says he retired 
into his own room, and that Ensigsi Edward ke.r 
about half an hour after followed him to bis ov-n 
room ; wlim the Ensign told him, the said J'dm 
Pitterson, that lie wanted a companion to go with 
him to Bengal; for that hL pay was going to be 
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reduced, and he dumldbe obliged to ask for his 
discharge. To vyhicWms Pittorscm says he j 
plied, that he hod no occasion to leave the plm e 
whilo lie was maintained ; hut that if he wu 
discharged lie must seek his livelihood where he 
could. Upon which Ensign Edward Key hook 
the said Jens Pitterson by the hand, and said to 
him “ Comrade you must go along with me /* and 
then they felt to drinking i i Pitterson's room t»> 
such an excess, that the said Jens Pitterson de¬ 
clares he knows not what lw did afterward \ only 
that some of the guard told him this morning that 
the Ensign had beat him. 

“GulielmoD. Hos&avio, Sentry IVom 13 to % o'clock 
over the gate, deposes that about lial 1 bom- 
after one o'clock in the morning, Jens Pittcrsoji, 
Gunner of Tr» popolorc .;©unrd, waked in liquor, 
and asked Ensign Key what he was doing . Some¬ 
time after Jens PiUerson took hi cutEce, which 
the Ensign seeing, retired into his own room and 
shut the door. Upon which J etis Pitt arson enraged 
called out, and fed) a cuUmg and slashing the bars 
of the Ensign’s windows. But Jens Pitterson. find¬ 
ing he could not come to the Ensign with his cut- 
lace, went to his room and brought.a gun. Where¬ 
upon the Uepoiumt declares Ensign Key threatened 
Jens PPierson that if he did not,retire front the 
-window, he would fire upon him without wnitim* 
for order: \ md that he the deponent called 
out to tlie Serjeants and Corporals who 
awaked, but were afraid to seize, the said Jens 
Pitterson because he hud a loaded gun in his hand 
'* thereupon Ensign Edward Key came to,the 
"• 18 ' ./ 
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window (f his room, and bidding .fens Titters on 
be gone to sleep, the said'.fans PiUerson jived his 
gun in nt the Vifcdow, and shot him ; which alarm¬ 
ed ‘he guard, but they dared not she him be* 
cause he had got another loaded piece by him , 
therefore they waited till he fell asleep when they 
seized and hound him/* 

It came out in the evidence that the pay of the 
.Ensign was only nine pagodas a month, and that 
of the gunner only six pagodas, it will be surli- 
eient to say that the prisoner was sent to Fort St. 
George fat Hal, but the judgment subsequently 
passed does not appear in the records. 

The administration of Governor El wide was 
now drawing to a close. The last event in his 
administration worth recording, is an enquiry 
into the barbarous conduct of some peons who 
were sent to St. Thome to arrest a man named 
Aneomih for debt. As all the facts were fully 
proved, it will be sufficient if we simply publish 
the complaint of An con ah, and the punishment, 
awarded, to the accused. The petition is dated 
IGtli November 1724. 

" The petition of Gorina Aneonah. 

“ Humbly showeth, 

“ That on Saturday night, three of the Com¬ 
pany’s peons came to my lodgings at St. Thome, 
and told me your Honor stmt for me. To which 
T replied, I would wait on your Honor directly. 
But one of the peons called Armapah, took hold 
of my hand, and drew his sword, and wounded me 
hi the side. After that, he and the other two 
canned me into the yard, and one of them put my* 
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Lead under his arm and cut the tip of my can and 
took tny jewels. My mother-in-1 rw, seeing what 
they did, asked them why they used me so ill. 
\t, which one of them fhw Ins sword and cut my 
mother-indaw on the neck. Then one of my man- 
servants, seeing me so cruelly used, begged them 
to let mo alone. One of them presently cut off 
his hand and gave him a wound on the head; and 
after that they gave me several wounds on my 
belly and breast; then they beat all my woman 
servants and brought mo into the streets, kicking 
rnd beating me on the belly. Then bringing 
me half way to Madras they overset me, 
beating and kicking me very basely ; and thinking 
that t hey had killed me, they put their bands 
to my nose to feel if I was breathing, or whe¬ 
ther L was ilead or alive, Then they brought me 
before your Honor, who was pleased to order 
Doctor Pitcher to dress my wounds, who told me 
that if I had stayed but four hours longer without 
a Doctor I had been a dead man. 

“ I can assure your Honor and Council that l 
never wronged the Company, or am indebted to any 
body ; but am a free m .-reliant, and pay the Com¬ 
pany’s customs for my Merchandize. X am still 
very weak in ley body and limbs, therefore leave 
it wholly to your Honor mid Council to see your 
poor petitioner righted, and the offenders punished, 
according to your Honor and Council’* pleasure/' 

Governor Elwick and Council entered upon a 
long and careful examination of HI the circum¬ 
stances connected with this outrage. In the first 
"instance the\ r solved that the effects of An 
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xiapali and the two other poors should bo confis¬ 
cated and sold, in order to recompense the man 
who had lost his bond; and that the three cri¬ 
minals should stand in the pillory and have their 
ears cut oil*, mid should then be whipped out of 
the bounds. Meantime however Aga Mogheen, 
the Governor of St. Thome, interceded in behalf of 
the prisoners, and begged that they might be par¬ 
doned ; and accordingly, in order to prevent the 
affair from being represented, to the .Nabob of 
Arcot in such a way as might prove troublesome 
to the Madras Government, it was resolved that 
the sentence should only be put in force against 
Annapah ; and that the two oilier peons, who 
had only acted under his orders, should bo 
discharged. Annapah however appears to have 
been an influential member of the Left Hand 
Caste, and the Heads of the whole of that 
Caste appeared before the Board and hogged 
that a fine might be sub diluted for corporal 
punishment, Accordingly it was determined that 
Annapah should pay the following. To An¬ 
con ah, whose jewels had been taken from Ills ears 
but whose circumstances were good, and who de¬ 
sired a public acknowledgment of the crime, An- 
napah was n pored to pay 200 pagodas. The 
manservant who lost his hand, being a much in¬ 
ferior person, would have received less ; but con¬ 
sidering that lie had been disabled from getting a 
livelihood, it was thought necessary to give him 
such, a sum as might maintain him, or at least put 
him in <1 way of living easy for the rest of his 
life,” and therefore he was to receive 200 pagodas. 
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Iwo oilier persons who wore hurt were to be paid 
50 pagodas each. Finally, in order that Annapah 
might make public reparation for his crime, 
" ft was agreed to fine lnm further 200 pagodas, 
to he lodged in the Corporation Cash towards 
keeping the bridges in repair/' 

O.i the 18th of January 1725,Mr. Ehviek resign¬ 
ed the President’s chair, .arid shortly afterwards re¬ 
turned to England; and Mr. James Macrae of 
Glasgow notoriety assumed the Government of 
Fort St, George. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

GOVERNORSHIP OR MR. JAMES MACRAE. 


1725—28. 


Mr. James Macrae, Governor of Port 81. George 
and all the English Settlements on the Coast of 
Coromandel from 1725 to 1730, was one of those 
remarkable men who rose from poverty to affluence 
at-the time when large fortunes were still a novelty 
in the commercial world. The annals of his Go¬ 
vernment will thus derive additional interest from 
his (x traordinary career, especially in the eves of 
those of our readers who come from those parts of 
Scotland where his name and memory are still pre¬ 
served in local traditions. Accordingly, before 
entering upon the records of his government, it 
may be interesting to glance at such particulars 
respecting his origin as may he gathered from 
stories which are still current in Glasgow and 
Ayr.* 

* Some interesting particulars concerning* Governor 
Macrae and Ids family, and the mode in winch he dis¬ 
posed of his fortune after his return from India, were 
published some years ago in the “ Ayrshire Observer,” 
and have boon placed at the disposal of the compiler of 
thete annals. It is curious to notice that all who have 
attempted to collect the traditions mvpectinthis ex¬ 
traordinary man, dwell especially upon the fact that hi* 
Governors I iip of Madras, and indeed his whole Indian 
career, is a perfect blank. This blank will therefore 
uow be filled up for the first time. 
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Mr. James Mn$rae was born iu Ayrshire about 
the latter part of the reign of merry king Charles. 
His parents were of the very lowest class, and bo 
himself whilst a boy is said to have been employed 
in looking after cattle. His father however died 
whilst dames Macrae was still very young, and his 
mother then removed with her son to the town of 
Ayr ; where they lived in a little thatched cot'age 
In the suburbs, and where the poor widow gained 
her living as a washerwoman. Here young 
Macrae added something to his mother's earnings 
by running messages ; but at the same time seems 
to ha ve picked up some little education by means 
only known to Scotchmen. Tie appears however 
to have grown tired of this monotonous life whilst 
still a boy. Ayr was a seaport, and it is easy to 
understand how a yoyoy man, endowed with the 
energy which Macrae subsequently proved himself 
to possess, should have imbibed n keen desire to 
embark in the adventurous trading of the time, and 
finally have turned his back upon the poverfcy*of 
home mid run off to sea. 

Forty years passed away before Macrae returned 
to his native land ; and it is generally believed that 
throughout the whole of that period he held no 
communication whatever with his relations or his 
home. Meantime his sister married a carpenter 
named MacGuire, who was also in great request 
as a violin player at kirns and weddings, and was 
consequently known ns " Fiddler MaoGnire/ > 
The poverty of these people may be gathered from 
the fact that the children of MaeGuire were on 
one occasion seen crying for bread, whilst their 
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mother bait left the house to try and borrow a loaf. 
But we shall have mote particulars of tin's family 
to relate hereafter. For the present we must 
confine ourselves to the career of Mr. Macrae; 

The early events in the seafaring lii’c of the 
young runaway must we fear for ever remain un¬ 
known. We eau learn nothing of him till about 
1720, when lie must already have been thirty years 
in India, arid is simply Winded to as Onptnin 
Macrae. Most probably he hud risen to the com¬ 
mand of a vessel in the country trade, and had 
undertaken voyages to Sumatra, Pegu, and China, 
It appears however that lie had been successful m 
gaining the confidence of his Honorable Masters, 
for he was subsequently sent on a special mission 
to the English settlement on the West Coast of 
Sumatra, to reform the many abuses which pre¬ 
vailed at that settlement. Here he acquitted him¬ 
self in shell a manner as to ensure his appointment 
to a high post, lie effected savings to tin- extent 
of nearly 60,000 pagodas, or about £ 2 -5,000 per 
annum ; and at the same time carried out such re ¬ 
forms as promis'd a very large,increase in the up 
ply of popper. Accordingly the Directors ordered 
that on leaving the West Const he should be ap¬ 
pointed Deputy Governor of Fort St. David, 
and thus stand next in succession to the Govern¬ 
ment of Port St. George. The retirement of Mr. 
idiwick led to Mr. Macrae’s advancement to the 
latter post sooner than could have been expected. 
He returned from the West Coast towards rue end 
of 172k and without proceeding to Fort St. 
David, at once took his sent as second Member of 
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Gounod at Fort St. (George. At last on the 18th 
of January. 1725, the sou of the; poor washerwo¬ 
man of Ayr took his place .as Governor of the 
Madras Presidency The proceedings on that 
occasion arc thus recorded in the consultations. 

“ Monday, 18th January, 1725. The Presi¬ 
dent (James M acrae, Esq.,) opened this consul ra¬ 
tion by telling the Board that, as this was the 
.first time of their meeting since his taking the 
chair, ho thought it. would not be improper to ac¬ 
quaint them of his resolutions; of winch the prin¬ 
cipal was, that lie would prosecute the Company's 
interest to the utmost, and endeavour to retrieves 
the abuses that had crept into the management of 
their aitairs. lie added that he was determined 
uot to interrupt in any maimer the commerce of 
the place, but that ail the inhabitants both Whites 
and Blacks, the Free Merchants as well as the 
Company’s Servants, should .Five free liberty of 
trade, and that lie should expect the same freedom 
froin interruptions in what he should*undertake; 
that he would endeavour to be as agreeable to the 
Gentlemen as any of his predecessors, but that he 
was determined to maintain, the privileges ami im¬ 
munities belonging to the President; and he con¬ 
cluded by saying, that he expected a ready assist¬ 
ance from them in the pursuit of the above 
resolutions, which was accordingly promised/' 

Before proceeding with the annals of Mr, 
Macrae's administration, it may be as well to re¬ 
mark that he was emphatically a commercial Go¬ 
vernor and a most laborious administrative re¬ 
former, The relations with the Nabob of Arcot 
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remained unaltered, and what way be called the 
domestic incidents of the Presidency are few In 
number. But in all mutters connected with the 
trade of the place, the reduction of the expendi¬ 
ture, the improvement of the revenues, the super¬ 
vision. of the mint, and the administration of 
justice, his proceedings are distinguished by an. 
indefatigable industry, a display of strong sense, 
and above all by a fullness of record far beyornl 
those of any of his predecessors. Nothing appeared 
too large or too small for Governor Macrae* 
f\my thing received his attention in turn, from 
such matters of detail as the sorting of cloths and 
the better preparation of the consultation bool ^ 
up to the most difficult and complicated questions 
connected with the coinage, the customs, the quit 
rent, or the very doubtful cases of appeal from tin 
Mayor’s Court. Like most men who have risen 
from nothing, he was arbitrary and occasionally 
harsh towards .his subordinates ; but lie proved 
himself a valuable servant to the Company, whose 
orders he rigidly respected; and no records which 
have as yet fallen into our hands throw more light 
upon the internal administration of Fort Saint 
George. 

Our first extract seems to illustrate the deter¬ 
mination of the new Governor to support his own 

dignity. 

tc Monday, 22nd February, 1725. The Presi¬ 
dent acquainted the Board that Pondy Chetty 
Kistna, a person who was formerly whipped out 
of Fort St. David for practices against the Govern- 
ment, and afterwards banished from hence fo) i he 




HISTORY OF MADRAS. 


387 


same crime; but who had lately ventured again 
without leave, and had wrote a letter into the 
country, wherein lie tells his correspondent several 
things of the President very much to his dis¬ 
honour ; which coining to his knowledge had oc¬ 
casioned him to confine the said Pondy Chettv 
Kistna. The letter was produced, arid- the Board 
unanimously agreed that he ought to suffer very 
severely aiul his imprisonment was confirmed.” 
This letter is unfortunately not entered in the re¬ 
cords ; otherwise it might have thrown some light 
upon the assumed faults of the Governor, 

The first important matter which received the 
attention of Governor Macrae was that of the coin¬ 
age of rupees at the Madras mint. It seems that 
the Native chiefs had awakened to the profit deriv¬ 
ed by the Madras Government from the coinage of 
rupees ; and accordingly they/bad not only set uo 
mints of their own, but about this time they con¬ 
trived to make more rupees out of the same 
quantity of silver, than were made by the Com¬ 
pany. For instance out of every hundred ounces 
of silver, the mints' at St, Thome ard A root turn¬ 
ed out to the merchant Rupees 26f>, annas 14 ; 
whilst the mint in Fort St. George only turned out 
Rupees 257, annas 7- Thus the merchant obtain¬ 
ed nine rupees seven annas more for his hundred 
ounces of silver at St. Xhom£ and Areot than lie 
could obtain at Fort St. George In other words 
the. Madras rupee was two per cent dearer than 
the rupee of Areot or of St. Thorno. The conse¬ 
quence was that the merchants preferred coining 
their silver at the latter mints ; and the Company 
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found its customs decreasing Accordingly Go¬ 
vernor Macrae directed Messrs. Pitt, Benyon, and 
luunerson, to enquire into the whole matter. Their 
report is accordingly entered in the consultations* 
but it is not only intricate but devoid of interest., 
to the general reader. The substance of it, ren¬ 
dered as clear as we can make it, appears to be 
as follows. 

At St. Thome, A root, and Covelong the charge ot 
custom and < linage had formerly been 35 rupees 
per thousand; viz. 1 5 rupees custom to the 
‘.Nabob and 20 rupees for mint charges. Both 
however had been recently reduced, the Nabob's 
custom to 10 rupees and the mint charges to II 
rupees ; thus the custom and coinage were only 21 
rupees per thousand, instead of 35 rupees as hereto¬ 
fore. It seems howe ver that the mint charges were 
only nominally 11 rupees per thousand ; and that 
actually they were 14 rupees, as may be seen from 
the following table. 


Charcoal for making the powder...... 


Waste in melting. 


Tots 


4 


Flatting the bullets. .. 
Chopping... 



To which was added 


Brahmins for their care... 

Goldsmiths. 

Gold washers... 





Us. 14. per thousand. 
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This amount was made up thus. Every 300 
ounces of silver ought to have made 974 rupees, 
whereas these mints only paid out 971 rupees ; 
the difference of three rupees being about the 
same as the difference between II rupees and 14 
rupees per thousand Again there was a deprecia¬ 
tion of weight of one rupee eleven annas per 
thousand, and another depreciation of standard of 
nine rupees per thousand; making art additional 
profit of ten rupees eleven annas per thousand. 
Tins fraud had been introduced ever since the re¬ 
duction of custom and charges from 35 rupees to 
21 per thousand ; and it had proved successful, 
inasmuch as these native mints paid out their 
rupees by tale and not by weight, and the differ¬ 
ence was so slight as to render their rupee ns good 
in the market as the rupee of Foil St. George. 

The custom and charges on the Madras rupee 
were as follows, two per cent, or 20 per thousand 
to the Company, and two per cent or 20 per 
thousand to the mint. Thus making 40 rupees 
per thousand. 

The 20 per thousand mint charges were distri¬ 
buted as follows. First H i per thousand for char¬ 
coal, waste, pots, flatting, and chopping, as in the 
St. Thome and Arcot mints ; and the remaining 
Sf as follows : — 

Bupeea. 

Brahmins for thoi.r oave 3£ 

Gol< [smiths 3^ 

Gold washers 2J 

~sF 

Other mint charges m above 11.1 

Bupoes ... 20 per thousand. 
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It will bo seen by tlie following resolution that 
Gov< rnoi Macrae endeavoured to put matters to 
rights, — 1st,By prohibiting the export of silver from 
the Company’s bounds, and thus compelling the 
merchants to coin their silver at Fort 3t. George; 
2ndly, By lowering the Company’s custom i per 
cent and the mint charges * per cent, or altogether 
TO rupees per thousand. Henceforth then the 
custom and charges at Madras would be. 30 rupees 
per thousand ; whilst the custom and charges at 
St. ThomtS, Arcot, and Covelong would be nomi¬ 
nally 21 rupees per thousand, hut actually 31 ru¬ 
pees 11 annas per thousand. The original entry 
will serve to render the subject more intelligible. 

« f Mondayj 8th March, 1725. Messrs. Pitt, 
Benyon, and Emmerson deliver in a report of the 
coinage, together with an account of the charges 
and customs collected at our Mint, and those in 
the country ; as likewise an account of the pro¬ 
duce of a hundred ounces of silver of the fineness 
of the llupee in our and Sk-^home Mints. 

« This matter being fully debated it was upon 
the whole agreed, that no silver except rupees 
shall be permitted to be exported to any part of 
the coast, of Coromandel under penalty of confisca¬ 
tion, half to the informer and half to the Com¬ 
pany ; and the Secretary do give notice hereof at 
all the public places in tlio town. 

“ As by the calculates and reports abovemen- 
tioned, it appears that our rupee is two per cent, 
dearer to the merchants than the St. Thome and 
Arcot rupee; it was further argued that we ought 
to find out some method to lessen the charge of 
coinage, that so we may bring it nearer to a par 
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with the country coin ; and it appearing that the 
Brahmins actually iudisburse Hi rupees per thou¬ 
sand, and that they must have Something besides 
for their trouble, it was plain theii custom could 
not be reduced above a , per cent; which not. 
being sufficient it was agreed to strike off a half 
per cent likewise from, the custom paid the 
Company ; which it is hoped will be approved 
by the Honorable Court of Directors for tho fol¬ 
lowing reasons. 

“First, that the present charge of coinage being 
4 per cent in our Mint, and but 21 per thousand 
In the St. Thom<$ Mint, nobody will bring any 
silver to us, but on the contrary carry it a way 
thither; but that when our < stem is reduced to 
three per cent, the difference will bo so much less 
that probably we may have the greatest part of the 
Coinage return to us, especially since our rupee is 
in greater esteem in the country than theirs. 

“ Secondly, that we glial! receive orders from 
Europe in two years; and if our Honorable 
Masters shall disapprove hereof, which wc cannot 
believe they will, it mn\ be laid on again. 

ct Thirdly, that at present the revenue is sunk to 
almost ru thing, so that should no more silver bo 
coined here than lms been for sometime past, the 
difference will be very inconsiderable; whereas 
should we hereby regain the coinage it will be 
very apparently advantageous to the Company, 

u Lastly, that the Company will save | per cent 
in the coinage of their own silver * which as we 
coin one-third generally of what goes down to the 
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Bay, will very near if not over compensate for the 
mfuotion of the custom on other silver, 

“ These feeing the causes why it is thought ne- 
ecssary to lessen the charge of the coinage, it was 
recommended to the President to talk, with tin 
Mint Brahmins, and bring them to an agreement 
for lowering the charge agreeable to the above 
resolve, which he accordingly promised/’ 

How far the Government order respecting the 
exportation of silver was regarded by the Madras 
merchants may be gathered from the following 
entr/. 

^ Tuesday, 30th March, 1735. Two parcels of 
silver having been seized last night upon some 
shreds, who were earning it out of the bounds, 
contrary to the late order affixed tit all the gates 
and in all the languages, so that the proprietors 
could not pretend ignorance •—agreed that it be 
confiscated ; and Mr. Hubban offering to take it 
at 15 k dollars for ten pagodas, the Secretary was 
ordered to weigh it off to him and receive the 
money, which is to be divided agreeably to the said 
order at the gates, half to the Company and half 
to the informer/' 

The following petition is interesting from illus¬ 
trating the mode in which private property was 
originally acquired in the Madras Presidency. I( 
was received by the Government on the 30th of 
March, 1725. * 

To the Honorable James Macrae, Esq- 
President and Governor of Fort St. George. 

“The humble petition of Maria Pori, Widow, 
showeth, That a few years after the Honorable 
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Company’s settlement here, a great many Inhabi¬ 
tants, and your petitioner’s grand father, planted 
gardens without any title thereto from the then 
President and Council. Borne of their posterity 
have sold this ground and gardens as their own- 
some part to the inhabitants to build on, and 
some still enjoy it themselves; several have also 
since liis Honor Harrison’s time planted gardens 
without any title, and enjoy them as their own. 
But your petitioner’s grand father, believing it 
proper to have a title to his garden, d having 
then an interest with the Honorable the President, 
Council, and Gentlemen in the place was promised 
the title ; but in the interim he died, and his son 
his successor, being soft and illiterate, lost his 
lather’s interest, but got a cowle from the Honora¬ 
ble the President and Council for Unity-one years, 
contrary to his father’s request and desire ; and if 
he had not troubled the Honorable President and 
Council for a cowle, might have enjoyed it as 
the vest have done, him and his heirs for ever. 
All this your petitioner was unaequainted with 
till the time was Expired. Your poor petitioner 
having built a house, planted trees, and brought 
the garden to a vast perfection, t his your petitioner 
laid "before the then President, how simply the son 
of the deceased managed it; to insist on a cowle 
but for SI years, when the rest have ever since 
enjoyed the same us their own and heirs for 
ever. 

« Now the Honorable President and Council 
compassionately took thi$, your petitioner’s case, 
into consideration ; and rented said house and 

■m 50 . 


894 


mSTOHY OF MAIM;A 




Garden to your petitioner ; it being extremely 
Irani, after having built the house and brought 
the garden into perfection, to lose all, your peti¬ 
tioner having no other aubsistance. This Garden 
vour petitioner has rented of the Honorable Com¬ 
pany ever since the expiration of the cowle. 

‘"Tour ;■etitioner is now informed that said 
house and garde-, h to be put up at outcry to 
rent; if so it is an immediate min to your poor 
petitioner, it being your petitioners only subsist- 
anoe; she, ha ving no habit ation or place of abode, 
most humbly beg9 your Honor wilt, out of your 
abundant clemency and goodness, look upon this 
. our petitioned case with compassion, and sutler 
her to rent said house and garden as usual, as she 
answers yearly the income of the garden to the 
Honorable Company. If not your petitioner will 
be reduced to extreme want and misery. There¬ 
fore humbly begs your Honor will continue your 
poor petitioner to rent said house and garden, and 
as in duty bound shall over pray. 15 

Governor Macrae however showed himself to he 
a stern man, not easily moved by petitions whether 
from widows or from any one else. Accordingly 
tlii) prayer of Maria Pols was rejected, and it was 
agreed that her farm should be put up to public 
outcry i 

Our next extract shows that the arbitrary order 
for prohibiting the exportation of silver was now 
extended to gold. 

TnAciinv ftth Anril; Pmttirlpnt aormnint-. 
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lately earned oat of the bounds, which he believed 
was to be coined at St. Thom*; ; ami therefore he 
proposed that an order should be made prohibiting 
any gold, except wliat .is wrought or ready coined, 
s]; U be carried out of the bounds under penalty 
of confiscation, the one half to the Company and 
the other to the informer ; which is agreed to and 
tlm Secretary ordered to affix a note at the gates 
accordingly/’ 

It will be seen from the following entry bow tbe 
occupations of the Governors in the olden time 
differed from those of the more aristocratic Presi¬ 
dents of modern timet, 

‘Monday, 81st June. The President and 
Council met in the Sorting Godown, and ummnud 
the Port St, David Cloth, which proved pretty 
good. They also examined several parcels of what 
was brought to be sorted here, which they found 
for the generality amended iu the number of 
threads, but so thin that it was not .fit for the 
Company’s use/*’ 

The following extract shows' that Governor 
Macrae was learning a lesson iu free trade. 

“ Saturday , 3rd July, 1725 The prohibition 
some time since laid on the exportation of silver 
and gold into the country, which -as then thought 
for the benefit of our Honorable Masters, having 
been now found to occasion a general stagnation 
of trade, and likewise to have fallen the price of 
silver very considerably, which will in the main 
vastly overbalance the gain by the coinage. 

“ Agreed that, the said prohibition be taken off, 
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mul that the Secretary do give public notice there¬ 
of nr the gates.” 

Guv next extracts, referring to the renting of 
the three out villages, will explain themselves. 

• Saturday, 3rd July, 1735. The Lease of the 
Farms of 'more, Persewauk, and Tandoro being 
expired, the President informed the Board that he 
hie; received proposals from the present Renters, 
w ho had agreed to take them at the rent of 14,000 
paired as provided ney might have them loi ten 
yoara! But that if they could not have them for 
longer time than the former lease, they ■ ould 
give but one thousand pagodas per annum, be¬ 
cause that they actually lost in the last three 
year- though very plentiful ones, six hundred pa¬ 
godas ; but that, having a long lease, they might 
have some encouragement to improve the lands, 
which they shall not have in taking them only for 
three years, which being considered, it tvas agreed 
that they be let on the above terms.” 

« Monday, 13th July The President informed 
the Board that he had got the old Barters of Eg- 
xnore, Persewr.uk, and Taiulore, to give 1,450 
pagodas per annum for the rent of those villages 
fur' ten years next ensuing; and that Poncala 
Kishna, the tobacco farmer, was security for the 
performance of agreements; which being the ut¬ 
most he could raise the rent to. the Cowle was 
produced and signed to Kishna Beddee Chandra 
Seaca, and Ghittombee.” 

The following extract refers to almost the only 
difference which ever arose between Governor 
Macrae and the native powers, 
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« Monday, 23rd August, 1725. Sometime since 
eight bales of goods being brought hither on one 
of our ships belonging to a Moorman; were at¬ 
tached for a debt duo to Mr. Sitwell from the stud 
Moorman, who is since run away to Coyeloisg ; 
and the goods have been claimed by tb< Nabob as 
his, and bought for his account; which, demand 
being non' again repeated, it is agreed that since 
the Nabob declares the goods arc his, it is better 
to let them go, than make any dispute thereupon. 
Wherefore the President is desired to write him 
that upon giving up the Moorman, and paying the 
Company’s customs, the goods shall be delivered 
to his order.'" 

The Nabob however seems to have reiused to 
deliver up the Moorman, or to pay the Company a 
customs. A correspondence accordingly ensued 
which spread over the greater part of a year ; and 
was at length brought to a conclusion on the 21st 
July, 1726. We give the extract from the con¬ 
sultations of that day. 

« The President represents to the Board that he 
had been long importuned by Nabob Sadi) talk 
Khan, by pressing tetter.- and frequent messages, 
to deliver up the eight hales of goods mentioned 
in Consultation held the 23rd August 1725, to 
have been attached here by the creditors of Shaak 
Bonlaki for the payment of his debts, as belong¬ 
ing to the said bhitak Bonlaki; but that the Na¬ 
bob continues to claim them es belonging to him¬ 
self, and insists peremptorily upon their being de¬ 
livered to him : and that without his demand 
is complied with, he. the President apprehends a 
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breach with him unavoidable which m oio- pre¬ 
sent, civ orastmioes would be of very great prejudice 

to the Company’s affairs. . . , 

« 'litis matter having been considered by tin 
Board, and the consequences a breach ill tins tune 
with the Nabob might produce having been duly 
weighed ; and it having likewise been admitted 
that i he creditors of Shank ilonlaki might have W 
reasons to believe that the eight bales m question 
did belong to him, yet the Nabob s right to t lem 
could not be disproved 5 aud be continuing to in ¬ 
sist so very peremptorily upon having them eu- 
liverod to him, nolwitiislanuing the Ircsideu,. 
endeavours by repeated messages tad inauv letters 
to prevail with him to suffer them to oe sold 
foAcoouot of Shaak Boulders credi Jo* ®ieje 
being no prospect of prevailing with the Nabo b, it 
j { ordered that Mr. Turner do dehvor 0 Nabob s 
order the said eight bales ol goods “t dispute^ 

The following perjury cases are worthy ol bun., 
preserv'd, as showing how false witnesses were 

minished in the olden time. 

“ Pridav, 10th September, 17*5. fn ite eia- 
mination of Aneouah’s affair one Mrgdnda kistna. 
confessed himself perjured by a dec aratiouunder 
iii own hand, where upon he was ordered mb. c n 
lineinent; and it is now ordered th< . he a . ulc 
S to-morrow at the usual hours, tad nllemards 
whipped at the Choultry, and then released from 

hw v U y'm° n !Ewards we find Governor Macrae 
still den-mined to put down perju.y with a strong 
hand IIc had been engaged upon deciding upon 
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a long list of appeals from the* Mayor’s Com! , 
chiefly equity cases connected of course with wilv, 
Jx>pds, and deputes about property of all kinds. 
These iniermmabie and complicated cases may 
have been interring to the panics Concerned, but 
present not a particle of interest now, beyond the 
fact that they are taarked by contradictions, palpa¬ 
ble perjuries, forgems, and oppressions of all kinds. 
Many'of the cases were reversed byGovernorMficrac, 
•whilst others were sent home to br adjudicated 
on by the directors, at id even to be tried in West? 
minster Hall; from which we may infer that the 
old stories of corruption in tne Mayor’s Court, so 
frequent in the narratives of old travellers, were 
not without some foundation in truth. How far 
Governor Macrae was exasperated at this state of 
things may lx gathered frpm the Mowing punish 
ment ordered upon another perjurer. 

“ Monday,- 29th August, 1726. Ordered that 
Amagery for punishment of his crime of perjury, 
and for terror to all such abandoned v illains, be 
remanded to the Choultry prison, and be tinmen 
conveyed to the Pillory every first day of the 
month for the next six months, and Set upon it 
from ten to twelve o’clock ; and immediately after 
he is taken down from the Pillory to receive thirty 
nine lashes each time at the whipping post, and 
be afterwards turned out of the bounds with order 
never to return -gain under severe punishment.” 

The following extract respecting the circulation 
of false pagodas will explain itself. 

“ Monday, 27th September, 1725. The Presi¬ 
dent informed the "Board of a complaint the 
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Shroffs had made to him, that vast Quantities of 
pagodas had been brought into the place lately, 
which were worse than Pagodiunatt. and bore the 
"Negapataw storuj) so nicely counterfeited, that it 
was almost impossible to distinguish them ; and 
therefore lie proposed that some method should 
be taken to stop this evil, which being for some 
time debated, it was agreed that the Secretary do 
affi.v a note at the gates to give notice, that who¬ 
soever should be found bringing in such bad pa¬ 
godas, or offering them in payment, should be 
pu nished at the discretion of the Governor and 
Council, and the money be forfeited, one half to 
the informer and ne half to the Company ; and 
that whatever shroff should fmd such pagodas 
should be obliged to carry them to some one of 
the Justices of the Ghoujtry to be defaced, or if he 
did not, he should be pilloried and whipped out 
of the bounds.” 

Governor Macrae was far too fond of Commit¬ 
tees of inquiry to let such a matter pass without 
the most searching investigation. Accordingly 
about three weeks afterwards we find the follow¬ 
ing report entered in the consultations, which 
will be found interesting as Illustrating the condi¬ 
tion of the country generally. 

Monday, 18 th October, 1725. The following 
report was presented to the Honorable James 
Macrae. Esq., the President and Governor of Fort 
St George and Council. 

“ Honorable Sir and Sirs. 

f< The com uitt.ee you were phrased to appoint, 
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to enquire into the business of the present current 
pagodas, ami put a stop to an abuse which will 
at last be attended with such dangerous conse¬ 
quences, do now humbly lay before you their pro ¬ 
ceedings and opinion of the most proper remedy 
effectually to prevent this mischief without giving 
a shock to commerce, 

" We find upon examining the shroffs that this 
has been a growing evil, introduced by the corrup¬ 
tion of the country Government in conniving at 
the circulation of any sort of pagodas, provided 
their profits from those who have the liberty of 
coming them are answerable; and as this is so 
■ -naMe cable an advantage to them, it is not 
from the Nabob we are to expect any relief. There¬ 
fore we thought it most proper to have the opinion 
of the merchants in general which method we 
should pursue; who on a meeting came to this re 
solution, which we offer to your honors as what 
we likewise think sufficient to answer the design, 
without asking a stagnation in the circulation. 

“ That five shops shall be appointed in the most 
convenient parts of the town, for the exchanging 
# of all money which is necessary for the currency 
of the Bafcar ; m each of which must be placed, 
two shroffs, a gold smith, a ad a Company** peon, 
whose stations ere to be changed every day 
with power to cut or deface all such pagodas as 
are found to be bad. As to payments of large 
sums the merchants themselves will undoubtedly 
be cautious for their own security, and take such 
care as not to be imposed upon in what they to 
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ceive, by employing such shroffs in whoae fidelity 
they may confide. 

u George Mortan Pitt. 

“ Nathaniel Turner. 

“ Richard Benybn. 

<c John Enimer30n. ,v 

The most convenient places for the shops 
are Jnppa Ohetty’s Street, Choultry Street, 
Mutala Pcttah, Peuda N nick's Pcttah, Jaga Mnlla 
Street.” 

Another point which attracted the attention of 
Governor Macrae at this time is also worthy of 
some notice. For some years past different sums 
of money bar been lodged in the < ompany’s cash 
chest at’ Fort St. George on account o" the Jesuit 
Missionaries in China ! for which the Government 
Of Fort St. George, under orders from the Court 
of Directors, had allowed interest at the rate of six 
per cent, per annum. In September .1725, Father 
Moriset at Fort St. David wrote to Governor 
Macrae respecting a further deposit of cash, on the 
same terms ; but the economical President, having 
plenty of money in hand, considered that this 
would be a favorable moment for reducing the 
yearly interest from six per cent, to five. The 
matter led to a Committee of inquiry into ait the 
monies lodged in the Company's chest at various 
times by the Jesuit Missionaries in China. The 
following extracts from their report Will he suffi¬ 
cient to explain the- state of affairs. It will bo 
seen that the sums deposited were not to be re- 
turned; the yearly interest paid being supposed to 
be a sufficient return, without any repayment of 
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the principal. We mast therefore. suppose Unit 
the sums lodged at Fort St. George were of the 
nature of an endowment to provide for the pt .•pe* 
tual support of the Jesuit Missionaries in China. 
Our report from whence the following extracts are 
taken is dated 21st July 1726. 

“ To the Honorable James Macrae, 

President and Governor and Gounod of 
Fort St. George. 

“ Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

<c In pursuance of an order of Council, we lny 
before your Honors what, orders have been e- 
ceived from the Honorable Court of Direc;’ orw* re¬ 
lating to dr receiving into the Company’s cash 
money from the Jesuit Missionaries in Chinn at 
interest; together with an account of the several 
sums that have been hitherto received into cash 
for their account, and what has been writ by this 
Board to the Honorable Court of Directors on 
that subject; 

“Wc find that the sum of 10,000 pagodas was 
received into cash for their account the 31st 
August 172:1, but no interest io be paid them 
thereupon till the Company’s order should be had 
lor that effect. 

“ The Honorable Court of Direcors in their 
genera! letter dated 26th April 1722 say a3 fol¬ 
lows. 

“ We have had application made us by Monsr, 
Lobbe, agent for the French Jesuit Missionaries in 
China, to receive 10,000 pagodas of theirs into 
our cash at Fort St. George ; that President Hast¬ 
ings had received the money conditionally to await 
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our orders, though he had no occasion for any 
having a flowing cash j that said agent desires the 
money may remain in our cash and the proprietors 
to be for ever diapos&est of the property thereof, 
on the Company's yearly allowing them a reason¬ 
able interest. We have considered of the whole, 
and in regard we sometimes have and at other times 
have not occasion to borrow money at Fort St. 
George; therefore we arc willing to allow them a 
certain interest of six per cent* though it »,3 one 
more than we pay here per annum, and hope it 
will be to their satisfaction.” 

“ In consequence of which general letter a bond 
was executed by the Governor and Council* and 
delivered to the Agent to the said Missionaries, to 
pay them interest 000 pagodas per annum upon 
the sum of 10,000 pagodas received, 

“The 25th February 1724 their agent paid 
into cash the further sum of $*000 pagodas ; and 
the same day the Governor and Council delivered 
him a bond for six per cent, interest per annum- 
upon it 

The receipt of this sum w as advised to England 
to which the Honorable Court answered os fol low* 1 

“ Your letter a l vises that the Jesuits 111 China 
have by their attorney offered to deposit in our 
cash with you a sum of money, which you intend 
to receive and give bond to pry six per cent, per 
annum for it. Padre de Goville, lately returned to 
Europe, has by writing requested of us to receive 
10,000 pagodas into our cash, and to pay tbs 
Missionaries for it GOO pagodas a year, which w« 
have agreed to” 
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11. would thus appear that at this time the Com 
pany had agreed to receive in all the sum of 
20,000 pagodas on behalf of the Jesuit Mission¬ 
aries in China, for which they were to pay a per¬ 
petual interest at the rate of 6 per cent, per 
annum, the principal not to he returned. Accord¬ 
ingly it would scent that the China Missionaries 
paid in that amount, and derived from the Com¬ 
pany alone a yearly income of twelve hundred 
pagodas, or about five hundred pounds sterling. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV, 


GOVERNORS III! OJ MR. JAM'SS MACRAE, 


172G—27. 


The commercial character of the administration 
of Mr. James Macrae has been already noticed, 
and the very lucid manner in which commercial 
transactions inn recorded in the consultation books 
of the period, induces us to pay more attention to 
such extracts as serve to illustrate the mode in which 
the Company carried on their business with Native 
merchants, either for providing a sufficient number 
of bales of Native doth for exportation to Europe 
or for disposing of broadcloth, iron, and other arti 
cl.es ot home produce which had been imported from 
England. These extracts however we shall not group 
by themselves, but simply arrange them, together 
with other selections, in strict Chronological order ; 
by which means the reader will be enabled to 
form a better idea of the miscellaneous character 
and general scope of the records themselves, than 
by any other method. 

Our first extract refers to the supervision of 
native goods maintained in old time by the Govern¬ 
ment of Port St. George. 

t( Thursday, (>th January, 1826. The Ware¬ 
house-keeper reported to the Board, that the 
chintzes being brought from painting (dyeing) had 
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been examined at the Sorting Godown, and that it 
was the general opinion of the Sorters that both the 
cloth and paintings were worse than the musters ; 
wherefore they had resolved, if the Board approved 
thereof, to allow the merchants only 35 pagodas 
per corg', instead of 40 for the cloth ; and the 
painter 47 * pagodas per corge, instead of 60 , which 
they used to have. This being approved, the mer¬ 
chants w^re called in and told the resolution of the 
Board.” 

“ At the same time the Warehouse-keeper re¬ 
ported 1 hat the Pulicat Betillas, brought in by the 
merchants upon the muster, for which in the con¬ 
tract we were to give 120 pagodas per corge, were 
vastly inferior to the muster ; and that it had been 
agreed in the Sorting Godown that 100 pagodas pi: 
corge was the value of then* ; so that ho (tho 
President) desired the order of the Board for bring¬ 
ing them to account at that price, which was agreed 
to, and the merchants accordingly told these re¬ 
solutions. ' 

The Native merchants appeared to have submitted 
to the reductions very quietly, for no demur on 
their part is catered in the proceedings. When 
however the Board desired to make a contract, with 
the same merchants, as to the quantity of Europe 
clot h they should purchase, or the quantity of native 
cloth they should supply, it was not always found 
so easy to deal with them, as will he seen by the 
following extract. 

Thursday, 3d March 1726. Our Merchant s were 
caned in, and a propose 1 made, to them as follow's. 

“ That they shall engage in a contract at Fort 
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St, George fox 2000 bales of cloth, to be delivered 
to ns one half in August, and the remainder by 
the last of January next.” 

“ That they shall take all the broad doth (from 
Europe) at the usual advance, to bo kept under 
two keys, one of which to be left with themselves 
and the other with the Warehouse-keeper ; that 
before they take any out of the warehouses, it shall 
bo paid for in ready money ; and that the whole 
amount shall be paid off by the 1st of April 1727. 
In consideration of which the Board (they were 
told) would abate the penalty of 30,000 pagodas, 
to be inflicted for breach of the last contract, to 
10,000 pagodas ; but if they would not do this 
they must expect to pay the whole amount of the. 
penalty. 

“ Upon the hearing these proposals, the Mer¬ 
chants immediately declared they could not engage 
by any means, either to take the broad cloth, or 
contract fox above 800 bales ; and to this they 
adhered for a considerable time, but at last after 
near two hours, debate, finding the Board determin¬ 
ed to exact the whole penalty if they did not agree 
to the terms proposed, and being excused from any 
contract at Fort St. David, they consented ; having 
first obtained a promise of the Board that if they 
complied within 300 bales, no penalty should be 
exacted. 

Our next extract refers to a forged bond, found 
amongst the papers of a deceased Company \s ser¬ 
vant named Woolley. 

“ Thursday, 30th June, 1726. Captain fiichard 
Upton, representing that a forged note, men- 
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tionang that lie had received ot Robert Woolley 
deceased 1000 ounces of Silver, for which ho was 
to be accountable, having been found amongst said 
VYooiley’s papers, whereof payment had been de¬ 
manded, signed as bv him and witnessed as by 
Messrs. Samuel Harrison, aud Richard Stephens; 
and that lie and the said pretended witnesses were 
ready to make solemn oath, that neither he nor 
they ever had any knowledge of any such note, 
nov ever signed the same. Therefore craving that 
he and they might be sworn to the truth of wlmt 
be affirmed, in order to prevent auv demand being 
made upon him for the laid lOuo ounces of Silver. 

“ Captain Upton and Messrs. Harrison and 
Stephens being called iu, were interrogated as to 
the signing , and witnessing the said note ; and 
affirmed each of them that it was forged and 
without their knowledge ; that there was no simili¬ 
tude of hand writing, and severally made oath to 
what they affirmed. Whereupon it was ordered 
that the said note appearing to be forged be can¬ 
celled ; which was done.’' 

The next entries which ire consider worthy of 
preservation are still more curious. It has been 
*een that the revenues of Trivatorc, and of the 
vthur out villages belonging Ux the Company, were 
farmed out to some of the Company’s Merchants, 
on their engaging to pay a certain sum (14$0 
pagodas) per annum. The Merchants in their 
turn rented the villages to a man named Mahadin, 
and this Renter appears to have treated the inhabi¬ 
tants in a barbarous and oppressive manner. Ac ¬ 
cordingly two of the villagers r ent in the follow 
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ing petition to Governor Macrae in which all their 
grievances are specified, The petition will be 
found to form an admirable illustration of Native 
administration in the olden time. 

y To the Honourable James Macrae, Esq. Presi ¬ 
dent and Governor of Fort St. George, The humble 
petitio". of the inhabitants of Yessa Onward, 

iC Showelh,—That the Company has let outTriva- 
tore and the other out villages to the Company's 
merchants, who during five years that they kept 
them in their own hands, allowed your petitioners 
all their privileges and allowances m usual, and 
they lived very happily. Then one Mahadin took 
these villages of these merchants, and promised to 
allow your petitioners the same privileges a id 
allowances as the said merchants had done ; hut 
ho has acted contrary, and not given them any 
^privilege or allowance. Upon vvhch they asked 
him the. reason ; and he replied that the Company 
had sold thosf villages to him, and lie could do 
v, hat lie pleased. The said privileges and allow¬ 
ances due to your petitioners for these six years 
amounts to about 100 pagodas. Besides this he 
has distressed your petitioners and laid many hard¬ 
ships on them. He set one of their Pariahs half 
way in the ground, where lie kept him three hours 
and fined him. Another Pariah he chan hue ted 25 
blows, put him into the stocks, and kept him there 
an hour. He tied one of their shepherd^ neck 
and heals, for four or five days, an hour each day, 
and beat him very much and fined him. He broke 
a Talliar’s back, and turned him out of the village. 
He tied a shopkeeper of the village, neck and heels, 
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putting ft heavy stone on ilia buck, and kept him so 
an hour, and tlieii fined him. He served another 
shopkeeper in the same manner. He has done too 
many other barbarous actions to your petitioners 
to give your Honor in writing an account of. There¬ 
fore they humbly implore to take their ease into 
consideration, and order them satisfaction. They 
cannot go on with their business if he be eon- 
t.firmed the Renter. Your petitioners hope your 
Honor will do them justice, and they as in duty 
bound shall ever pray.” 

To this petition, a Native named Chaudarasalm, 
who seems to have been the steward of Maliarch'n, 
sent in a counter-petition, denying or explaining 
away the •chargee. This also is a gem in its way. 

‘ The petition of Ghaudarasaha. 

« Humbly showetb,-—Whereas your petitioner 
has been falsely accused that he has punished the 
inhabitants beyond reason, and as to bis burying 
the man half under ground is utterly false ; for. 
the man. having, contrary to order, .let the water 
run the wrong course, was punished according to 
custom ; that is by laying his hand in the water 
course, which filled wii.lt sand and the Company’s 
chop put thereon. And as for your petitioner’s 
forcing of unreasonable forfeits from the inhabi¬ 
tant-, it is also false ; for the inhabitants having 
complained to your petitioner that a milkman’s 
measure was less than it should be, which your 
petitioner by examining found true ; therefore fined 
biru C fanaius ; and to a seller of tobacco and 
betel, for selling contrary to the venter’s order, was 
fined f> fanarns. As to the TulUar, he stole away 



above three pagodas worth of Mangoes* for which 
he paid 48 faauuns ; mid when the Talliar had 
found the thief, your petitioner told him that lie 
might do whit lie would. Also the said Talliar (L e. 
the Talliar v/ho was the thief not the Taliinr 
who had arrested Mm) look more, than his right 
of the paddy, and took • it away without leave ; 
for which fault he was tied neck and heels two 
hours. Andos for vonr petitioner’s nutting any 
body in irons, it is fake ; but a Pariah being taken 
steal in# paddy, was by your petitioner’s order put 
in the stocks-. That the three persons before men¬ 
tioned have sold the Company’s ground, which 
when the Buyer came to take possession, your 
petitioner refused to let him take it without your 
Honors leave. That your petitioner for the good of 
the inhabitants did lend them money, and let thou 
have paddy to the value of pagodas 260 .; and 
when your petitioner demands his money then 
they begin to make a disturbance. Now three of 
the inhabitants being come to this place, they have 
taken opportunity to say that ail the inhabitants 
will leave the place. The Pedda Nark’s allowance 
of ground in the said village is 44.40 yards* but 
now he has taken 14,400 yards, which is more 
than his due by near 10,000 yards *. which for 
these four years he has not sown, nor would lie let 
«hy body rise, to the loss nrf about pagodas 221); 
and now about a thausanckya.ds which ho sowed, 
the paddy now lies there and he refuses to divide 
it. Therefore your poor petitioner most humbly 
requests your Honor to give him justice, and as 
i d uty bound shall ever pray? 1 
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Governor Macrae T action upon these two \x ti¬ 
tbits will be gathered from the following extract. 

“ Friday, 2 6th August, 17 2 r ). The Preside n1 
delivers into the Board two petitions which had 
been presented to him ; one from some inhabi¬ 
ts d of Vaasa CaWafdn, against Mahadin the pre¬ 
sent 'Reuter the other from Chcndarasaha, who 
acted as steward to the said JMfahadin, and put his 
orders in execution. Wbidi being road, the Pre¬ 
sident- acquaints the Board that both parties had 
been before him ; that he had heard them separat e 
ly and also given then a joint hearing ; that he 
had examined witnesses to the truth of the fade 
charged against ^lahatfcin, and heard the Ooinpany’s 
Merchants upon the affair. That from the whole, 
it appeared to him, that the said Mahadki had 
been guilty, and was fully convicted by evidence, 
of the charge delivered against him in the first 
petition ; which is even acknowledged by the suit! 
Chamhcasah in his petition, who acted by order 
and authority from Mahadin in all these matters, 
as is by Mahadin owned. 

“ This affair being taken into consideration, 
particularly the presumption of Malmdin in tak¬ 
ing upon him to levy lines and inflict corporal 
punishments upon the Honorable Company’s sub- 
jects without authority ; which had actually fright¬ 
ened several inhabitants out of the bounds, ar. the 
“President further informs us had been proved be¬ 
fore him, mid would deter others from timing out 
of the country to secure the in selves and properties 
under the protection of English L»uv as usual. 
To prevent any such violences and extortions in 
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time to come, it is resolved that no lientors or 
Farmers of Villages have authority to levy nnes, or 
intlii't corporal punishment upon the inhabitants ; 
and that tor an example Mahadin be ordered to 
resign Ilia Cowle of TrivatoTe and the other villages 
into the hands of the. Company s Merchants ; 
having forfeited the same by his unwarrantable 
actions ; and for a further punishment to him and 
example for others, he be fined in the sum oi 50 
pagodas, to be paid into the Company's Cash, and 
that the Secretary do demand the same.” 

Thi . decision was rigidly carried out, for three 
days afterwards we find an. entry to the effect that 
Mahadin had given up the Cowle and paid the fine 
of fifty pagodas. 

Perhaps few entries are more illustratm of the 
character of Governor Macrae, tluui the following 
attempt at reduction in the matter of Hospital 
charges. The decision of the canny Scot is wonder- 
fully suggestive. How far it contributed to the 
comfort of the sick we leave to the judgment of 
our readers. 

“ Saturday, 17th September, 1726. The Presi¬ 
dent represents to the Board that, upon reading 
the particulars of the article of Hospital charges, 
hr apprehends there are, several of them too large, 
and others unnecessary, and ought to be reduced 
and discontinued ; which being taken into consi¬ 
deration, and the several particulars again read 
and enquired into, it was represented that tae 
Surgeon, who has the immediate direction oi the 
Hospital, always insists that the present charge is 
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necessary for entertaining md recovering the sick, 
and that no reduction can be made of it. 

s Ordered, that whereas it hath been for some 
time the custom for one of the Surgeons to have 
the immediate care of the Hospital solely, they do 
in future act- each six months by turns; that by 
their acting thus interchangeably, wo may make 
the experiment whether.the one cannot reduce the 
charge of the Hospital lower than the other, 
which it is believed out of emulation to recom¬ 
mend themselves, they may do.” 

Next follows a curious entry respecting the 
horses sanctioned by tbc Company for the use of 
the President. 

a Monday^ 7tli November, 172(>. The Presi¬ 
dent represents to the Board, th#t their being now 
remaining alive only two Chaise horses belonging 
to the Company, and those so weak that to save 
them, he had been obliged for above a twelve month 
to make use of a pair of Manilla horses of his own 
for his Chaise ; that the Honorable Company had 
allowed his predecessor three horses for his Cliaise, 
one of which had been dead some time, and the 
other two so much wore that they arc not now M 
to do the service of one ; that the Company's 
piebald hone was lately dead, and that the horses 
for his guards won* very old, and some of tlicru 
quite worn out, that he was now obliged to 
allow two Pegu horse* of his own for that service. 
Wherefore lie proposed to the Board to purchase 
the said two Pegu horses for the use of his guards, 
and the two Manilla Chaise horses for his Chaise, 
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on the Company’s account ; being ail of them 
young, well broke, and seasoned to the country. 

“ Kcsolved that the foresail four horses be 
purchased for the Company for the service above 
.mentioned, at 100 pagodas each ; and that the 
Paymaster do pay for the same ; and that one of 
the worst of the guard horses be sold at pub¬ 
lic outcry as soon as the season permits the usual 
concourse of people at the sea gate.” 

Whilst Governor Macrae was thus attentive to 
his own interests', he was by no means unmindful 
of the imprests of the younger servants of the 
Company, as will be seen by the following extract, 
which is well worthy not only of preservation but 
of more general imitation. 

Tuesday, 15th November, 1726, The Presi¬ 
dent represents further to the Hoard, that he thin Vs 
it a great discouragement to the subordinate see 
vaute, and inconsistent with that emulation we 
ought to excite amongst them to distinguish them¬ 
selves by merit in order to their advancement, that 
soma should be continued so long in laborious sta¬ 
tions without any profit, while others enjoyed 
places of pro lit and that required little application. 
Particularly that Paul Foxley had served under 
the Export Ware housekeeper above five years, and 
discharged that (rust faithfully to the approbation 
of his superiors ; and that Edward Crok ?, had con¬ 
tinued several years Writer at the Boa gate, in which 
station he had* hud but very little opportunity of 
exerting himself iu the Service. Therefore^ moved 
that Mr. Poxley be appointed in Mr. Oroke’a room 
Writer at the Seagaie. :, 
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“ Resolved that PauI Foxky do eater oprni the 
employ of Writer at the Sea gate the first of 
January next, and that Ikipk Mansell do succeed 
him in the Export Wa r liou^e at the same time. 
Edward Croke being Senior in standing to all the 
Servant* under the Council, it was judged reason - 
able that h<5 should be advanced to a station of a 
higher trust it) the Service. Wherefore resolved 
that he be employed in the station of itecerver of 
the Honorable Company’s customs, and that ho 
do enter upon the same the first of January next.” 

The following petition is simply an illustration 
of the times. 

“ The humble petition of Hirdaraim 

Slicweth,—That your pe'dtv aer’a brother# 
Nuudaram, brought 277$ rupees from Arcot, aiul 
procured therewith a Bill of Exchange on Bengal 
from Governor Collet. Your petitioner’s brother 
being murdered by robbers on his way to Bengal, 
the Bill has not yet been paid ; which vour B ti* 
■tinner hearing came to Madras with the Nabob’s 
penmnim. to demand the repay went of the said 
money from Goveruoj Ehvick mid Mr. Ben-yon, 
attorneys to Governor Collet> who. told yogr peti¬ 
tioner that if he could bring a snJhcient security 
to indemnify them they would pay him. Your 
petitioner has now brought an attestation, signed 
by many great Gentlemen at Arcot, witnessing 
timt your petitioner is the foxt hair to the said 
deceased Nun (hi rum $ which your petitioner hopes 
*s n sufficient authority for receiving the said 
money s and that youv Iicmor would please to give 
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such orders therein as your Honor shall think 
meet” 

It will be sufficient to say that the security 
offered hy the gentlemen of Arcot, some of whom 
stood high in the favour of the Nabob, was 
deemed sufficient, and the money was accordingly 

* "our next extract is another curious illustration 
of the times ; like the previous one it will explain 

itself. ,, 

Tuesday, tith December, 1726. Mr. Emmerson, 
Chief Justice of the Choultry, reports to the Board 
n late instance of a woman slave having attempted 
to poison a whole family ; that the poison had 
actually been given, hut operating very violently 
quickly discovered itself, and the cflect was prevent¬ 
ed by immediately administering proper emetics, 
and tbut the criminal had confessed the fact. That 
j n 0 )der to strike terror into such abandoned 
mind’s and for securing the lives of the inhabitants 
in future from atrocioir attempts, the Justices of t he 
Choultry were come to a resolution to punish the said 
criminal in the most public and exemplary manner, 
the approbation of thi Board being first had ; and 
that he was further empowered fro:;, the Justices 
of the Choultry to represent to the Board that, con¬ 
sidering how easily poisons are procurable here, as 
in the lute instance by low miscreants, even Subli¬ 
mate Mercun, it- will be highly necessary to pub* 
lish a prohibition of selling or delivering poisons / 
of any sort, but under a proper regulation ; that 
therefore they were of opinion that no person 
should be permitted to sell or deliver prison, with- 
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out first acquainting one of the Justices of it, under 
the penalty of confiscation of half of their estate, 
and being further liable to corporal punishment at 
the discretion of the said Justice* 

" Approved the proceedings of the Justices in 
theif affair, and agree 1 , with them to prohibit the 
selling or delivering poison without < he consent of 
one of the Justices, and under the penalty above 
mentioned, and that a prohibition be forthwith pub¬ 
lished accordingly.” 

Strange to say we can see no entry of the punish¬ 
ment which was inflicted on the woman. She was 
probably treated in such a fashion that the Govern¬ 
ment did not care to place it upon record. 

Our next extracts will be found interesting, as 
exhibiting the amount of expenditure and revenue 
at Fort St. George and the other settlements on 
the Coast of Coromandel. We give an extract 
from the consultation first, and the Accountants* 
report afterwards. 

“ Tuesday, 6th December, 1726. Nathaniel 
Turner, Accountant, delivers into the Foard a 
Report of the state of the Honorable Company's 
expenses and customs at their settlements upon 
this coast, at the balancing and closing the general 
books ending April Inst; which is read and ordered 
to be entered after this consultation. 

<c The said Report being maturely examined 
and considered, the Board ore agreed that the 
reduction of the charges of their settlement, and 
of Fort St. David, has been carried as far as it 
has been hitherto practicable. 

“ That the increase of the expense of Vizaga- 
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pntam last year, waf to the additional 

member of soldiers we were obliged to send and 
continued there* for the security of that factory, 
while the country round it was ravaged and they 
threatened by contending armies j that alter the 
reduction made aa advised b; Mr. Symonds and 
Council tu their letter to ns dated 7tU May last, the 
charge of that settlement will appear to have been 
considerably diminished upon 4lie next years books.. 

<{ That we must likewise refer to next years 
books for the reduction of expense at Masulipatam 
and Madapidlura. 

That the decrease of the Sea Customs, and the 
increase of the Laud Customs here at Madras last 
year, ao; owie.g to one and the same cause ; - they 
having ordeivd the whole 5 per cent, custom to 
be paid at the Choultry upon goods imported from 
the country ; whereas formerly only per cent 
was accounted for there and the other 2± at the 
Sea gate upon exportation of said goods,” 

“ That the decrease of the Customs i$ general 
last v ear, here and at Fort St. David, and from there 
account of the proceedings, seems indeed totally 
owing at Fori St. David to the live per cent charged 
in said preceding year upon so large a quantity of 
turned out cloths, that had been brought in there 
upon former investments % ami here in part to tire 
like fm; per cent custom having been charged our 
Merchants upon a considerable quantity of turned 
out cloths Besides which the customs have, been 
considerably lessened in this fort last year, and 
will more considerably this, by the great decay in 
the trade to Manilla, and the almost total loss of 
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the trade of the Patous from Bengal; both which 
trades being principally in hue goods, and form¬ 
erly to a great value, were very considerable 
branches of the Sea Customs.* 5 

Here follows the report of the Accountant to 
the Governor and Council. 

“ Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

u The General Books of this settlement ending 
April, 172b being balanced and closed, and the sub¬ 
ordinate Factory’s Books, ending April 1726 bong sent 
up, I am to lay before your Honors the last years ex¬ 
pense of this settlement and its subordinates on the 
coast, that yon. may please to consider whether any 
part of the charges can bo saved to the Honorable 
Company. 

"the liAUKvnacof thin settlement of 
Port St. G ' Ufgeon thi Lnlanee of our 
Book* ending April 1725 amounted 

to Pagoda* . i. .. 19034 34 38 

u The expend a* per C.ooks end¬ 
ing April 1736 is fallows : 

" Charges Garrison.. . Pagoda*.* 1&7J3 26 77 

“ IVeaent*. ..... 174 IS 30 

'* Charges cattle.. .... .. 800 0 0 
" Charge* Extraordinary ,\ 173 21 10 

" Fortification* and repairs \.. . . \40S 29 70 

” Charge* Diet . 7000 n 0 

M Account Salary . .. \ .. 3W5 34 67 

" Charge* Hospital.. 769 35 20 

" Charges General A .. Odfcft ‘22 44 

- 38546 8 66 

** Lessened the expense of this place 

this-year. 44SW 35 40 

“ '1 he expense of Fort St. David on 
the haGutco £ their Book* ending 
April 1725 amounted. to Pago&fe.. 29268 28 

The fcjpens.* a* per their BoOjks 
ending April 17S3 tu as follows; 

** Charges Garrison .. 13082 7 52 

" Charges Extraordinary .. 343 3t» 35 

Peons and Servants wages i. 3285 6 0 

‘ Charges cattle .. 600 0 0 

” Forutkatious and cep airs,, <6 04 10 

'Charges Diet .. *968 4 0 

A ecount Salary. l‘ 4t :4> 40 

“ Presenui . . ., .. 12 13 0 

‘ Charges HnspitU .. 219 28 26 

•' Charge* G* acral.. .. 8663 3$^' 

—,-24315 ?9 61 

[ - 

JLrweucd thf exprnae of that place thii ytar.. Pagodas.., 5052 34 34 
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« The Expense <f VitAgapatom on 
the Balance of tlitir Uooki ending 
April 1725 amounted "to. 

»• The expense as per their Books 
■ tiding April 17-0 i* aa follow 
" Ch arges G am son.. 

** Presents . 

" Charges Diet. 

" Charges Extraordinary 
' Fortifications and repairs 
“ Account Salary 
" Account Gardeun 
V Account Wux ». .. 

" Servant*' wages 
•• Factors' provisions .. . • 

" Account, repair# . 1* 

" Charge* General 


ragotbi*. 5338 I tU 


2103 6 0 

-iso t> so 

&7« 30 0 

151 33 35 
336 33 3. 

422 31 19 
.. 33 10 41 

i6 31 t)4 
1402 25 77 
25 1 '* 


16 

.. £8 
: ra 13 30 


6rto5 29 31 


'* lnrr» sed theExpencfl of that pi* re 
this yefl" 

" Which si* Occasioned by XO European 
•Soldiers heir, g nr nt down to the.t set¬ 
tlement. on account ot’ the troubles 
in the country in thebcgitsning ol the 
year ; ten U«1 of which soldiers 
are still continued there, and adds 
to the expense of that place: hot 
since Mr. ftyraotids going town lie 
writ *.* ua that he has in pursuance 
to your Honors’order* made aeon- 
side -able reduction to the Peooa’ 
and Hervants* WagC% which reduc¬ 
tion trill appear in theirnext general 
Book# ending April 1727. ** «• 

« The Ex pet'so of Ingenue A>r one year 
ending April 1725, was .. .. I*l 

r ‘ The Jsxpeowt of Iugeram from April 
1725 to Mar U 2G is . 


Pagodas. -237 *7 **» 


1316 19 18 
1182 13 6.3 


" .Lessened the Expeuso of that place ; f jj 

tint year.. •• * 

" The Expense of Maaulipatam and 
Madnpollum was last year ^ pigodas, 

Do, this year coding April 1* '.'6 

\ / ; 
u Ikcndted this year in their expenses 
" The. Expenses of those two factories 
will next veur he considerably <le- 
crcased hy the regulation youf 
Honors have lately made therein, 
n lessened this year in the expense* of 
this nfttWiAent and its scboclmates 


628 34 40 
62* 23 43 


Pagodas. K*?. 7 f>6 


‘‘Thus having givu your Honors account of the Ho¬ 
norable Company’^ annual expenses on this coast, I 
yhall proceed to lay before you an account of tho 
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produce of th nr customs iu this place and at Fort hit. 
David ending April 1726. 

" The S*a Custom? of Fort 8t G(>or^t!. 

“ Ou the bnlnnro of our Books end 
ing April l?2;i amounted to. . 30061 8 29 

w The amount Ditto for oae year cud- 
ing April 1720,, ,, .. 28560 7 4 6 

Decrease in this toveljae.. .. . .. V491 0 til 

“ The amount of the Land Customs of 
Fort St. <Jeort?e 

“ On the Balance of their Books end¬ 
ing April l?2f) was.. .. 4455 8 2.4 

Do. ,. April mO wan 10185 S3 76 


Increase in t'.ii* rtvuuue. . 5780 26 -18 


*' Lchs this year in tlie Customs of 
Fort St. George than last. ,, 1700 11 IS 

“The Revenue ot Fort Hr David 
nuihnty Apn) 17^0 Amounted t>< .. 11941 2475 

Do. lpfi. 98/7 0 


**' Lesa this year in the Cnatomsof 
Fort St, David than lust . .. t , 004 a7 

The Octoms of For t ' St. George and 
St David have on ihc hn)unr>. nf 
our eencrai books Crtdiug April 

1720 Dr creased .. Fagodaa. 3824 art ys 


1 am with respect, 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
Fort St. George, ) Nathaniel Turner, 

6 A December 1726. j Accountant. 

The following record of an enterprising project 
in the olden time is very curious. 

f J Monday, 26th. December, 1 726. Petition read 
of Stephen Newcome, requesting leave to build a 
Sawmill, and a lease for a space of ground to the 
northward of the White Tower along the sea side, 
for building the said mill and proper sheds upon. 
And he being called before the Board, and heard to 
the benefit ho proposes his mill wilt prove to be to 
the Company and the Corporation, gave sufficient 
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reasons to believe that it will be of public advan¬ 
tage, and aliianed that he would saw timbers and 
plmiks 50 per cent, cheaper upon the eooly hire now 
usually paid. Besides that ho could saw blocks ot 
timber to much greater advantage, and prevent the 
waste occasioned by the unskilllulness ot the pre ¬ 
sent sawers.^ 

« Granted his petition for the space of ground 
therein mentioned, and ordered a lease to bo pro 
pared for the same for 21 years j fee paying before 
signing it 20 pagodas fine into the Company 9 
cash, and annually one pagoda. Quit rent, during 
the term of his lease , and in consideration of the 
expence of preparing the ground, and building the 
mill and necessary conveniences* and tV* benefit it 
will prove to he to the (Tomprmy ami the pln^,-it 
is resolved that i he sole privilege of sawing lim¬ 
ber and plank by a mill be vested in him for fil 
years next ensuing, and i \6 other person have that 
liberty but upon an agreement with him during 
that, time/* 

Wc hope thSt we shall find in future records 
that this Sawmill proved a successful speculation. 

That Mr. Macrae was a most vigilant Governor 
ia further proved by the following entry. 

“ Monday, 9th January, 1727. The President 
represents to the Board, that he had observed in 
the Sorting Oodown that a great deal of cloth 
had been turned out this year, which he was per* 
evaded would upon a re -examination be found as 
good as muster ; that as he would never count c 
nance the taking in bad cloth, so he thought 
■it was not serving the Honorable Company well 
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d turn out any that wn c as good as their musters; 
that all he. proposed or desired was, that justice 
might be done our Masters and the Merchants 
likewise, that they may not foe discouraged from 
contracting with ns again. He theretovc moves 
that in order to do justice both to our Masters 
aild to their Merchants the clot h turned out 
this year may be restored.” This was of course 
agreed to. 

The following consultation respecting the best 
mode of improving the declining trade of Madras, 
is very interesting. 

“ Tuesday, 31st January, 1727. The Board hav¬ 
ing taken into considerat ion the declining state Of 
the trade of this place, which appears by the 
customs to be greatly diminished ; and if expe¬ 
dients arc not found for its support must in con¬ 
sequence affect every other branch of the Hono¬ 
rable Company's m\ euue and utterly niin the 
inhabitantsIt principally appears to be owing 
to the following causes. 

“That whereas heretofore the trade was en¬ 
tirely carried oti by die shipping of this port, it is 
now in part in the possession of the French, 
Armenians, and Moors, who traffic on other bot¬ 
toms and import their Cargoes into other Settle¬ 
ments ; which they are enabled to do by the 
money taken up here by Respondentia bonds, 
and without which they could not carry on so 
extensive a trade* It seems most probable that 
the preventing this evil will most conduce to 
the recovery of the customs, and make all 
other ports on this coast depemteut on us, though 
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the duties are less elsewhere ; and whereas several 
of our English Supra-Cargoes take up large Mims* 
of our inhabitants at Respondentia^ and afterwards 
proceed to Bengal, where they take up as mind 
more of persons who are ignorant of their engage- 
■merits here ; so by thrusting into tlieii private 
ad ventures gre; tar quantities of goods than the 
markets where they are bound can possibly con 
sumo, they are forced to bo in those ports two 
seasons to dispose of their own private effect* 
to the great prejudice of those concerned in the' 
stock, and puts a stop to the (prick circulation . 
which will effectually bo proven fed by letting the 
Oentlemen in the Bay know what engagements 
those Supra-Cargoes Meander here, and by degrees 
reduce trade to its proper hounds* which by thi 
licentious practice has been quite overdone. 

u In order therefore, to support the Honorable 
Company’s Revenue, and to prevent the injuries 
this place receives from these clandestine prac¬ 
tices ;—it is resolved that in future all Responden¬ 
tia bonds, notes, or writings at Respondentia for 
money lent by the inhabitants of this place,— 
Company's servants as well as others,—upon all 
ships trading from this or any other port in India, 
shall be duly and regularly registered in a book to 
be kept for that purpose. 

t( That in case of any 3upra-Cargo, Merchant, 
Commander, Mariner, or other, shall have borrowed 
money at Respondentia of any of the said inhabi¬ 
tants proving Insolvent, alt such bonds so register 
ed shall ^ accounted and deemed a preferable 
claim to such as are not 
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“ Thai the SuRSecfetary dokwp the said Book 
■of Register, and that he shall receive 9 fuimiua for 
■registering. each Rspoudontia bond or note under 
100 pagodas principal, or 18 fanaras for each such 
bond or note for 100 pagodas cr upward; that 
after having registered the said Bonds or notes 
he shall sign them registered* the day of the 
month and year; and that the Secretary do put up 
at the Sea Gate a. publication of this resolution ci 
writing in the usual languages for the notice and 
observation of all the inhabitants/ 1 

Our. next extracts are curious, as c.R . Iy show¬ 
ing how the business between the Government 
and the Native Merchants was transacted in the 
Olden Time. 

“ Saturday, 11th February, 1727- ^ Presi¬ 

dent acquaints the Board that, after a great deal of 
management with the Oompany’s Merchants, he 
had engaged them to agree to a contract for taking 
oil’ the woollen goods expected u]xm the next ship 
from Great Britain, and for providing goods fox Eu¬ 
rope this season ; and deliver in the Contract and 
the counterpart to the Board. Which being read 
are approved, and the said Merchants being called 
in. were interchangeably signed and delivered ; and 
they promise their utmost endeavours to comply 
with their engagements. 

“ The President represent to the Board, that 
the Merchants having received no tasharief accord 
ing to custom at signing the contract with the 
Company tho two preceding yems, and that- tliey 
now insisted upon their being now insbmiefed for 
the Ihree contracts:—it is ordered that the. Ware- 
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housekeeper deliver seven pieces fine scarlet cloth 
for that use. Ordered also that 10,000 pagodas 
be advanced them out of the 20,000 promised 
them in the terms of the present contract.” 

The following is a copy of the contract as enter¬ 
ed in the Consultation Bool*:. 

11 Saturday, l Hh February, 1/27. A contract 
made, concluded, and agreed upon this 11th day 
of February 1/27, between .Tames Macrae, Esq. 
President and Council of Fort St, George in be¬ 
half of the English East India Company on the 
one part, and Suuca Hamah and T'omby Chetty 
etc. Joint Stock Merchants on the other part. 

“ The said Merchants do hereby covenant, 
promise and agree, that they will buy of the said 
President and Council all the Woollen goods that 
they shall receive upon the next expected shipping 
from Great Britain, for the said Company’s ac¬ 
count, at thirty per cent, advance upon the Eu¬ 
ropean price ; that it shall be deposited in a Ware¬ 
house under two keys, one of which to be kept 
by tho*Warehousekeeper and another by the said 
Merchants ; that before they receive any Woollen- 
goods out of the Warehouse they will pay the 
amount thereof to the Warehousekeeper, and fur¬ 
ther that they will so receive and pay for the 
whole quantity on or before the 1st day of Octo¬ 
ber 1728. 

“ The above said Merchants do further promise, 
covenant and agree, to and with the said President 
and Council, that they will provide 3000 bales 
of cloth of the sortments ; to be delivered at 
least 1,500 bales thereof on or before the 20-th 
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day of September next, and the remainder on or 
before the last day of January following -MI. the 
cloths now remaining in the Company’s godown 
unmeasured to be counted in part of the said 
3000 bales now contracted for , and the said Pre¬ 
sident and Council do promise to receive the seme, 
provided it be agreeable to our musters. 

M The said Merchants do further covenant and 
agree that they will not demand any money upon 
account of this contract until the goods are de¬ 
livered to the Company and exnb tiled ; excepting 
only the smn of 20,000 pagodas which the said 
President and Council do hereby promise and are 
obliged to advance to the said Merchants upon 
this contract$ which said sum shall not be by 
them accounted for until the conclusion hereof, and 
the dosing their accounts with the Company. 

“ The said Merchants do likewise covenant, 
and arc hereby obliged in case they shall fail in 
complying with the terms of this contract, to pay 
a penalty of 20 per cent, for all the bales that they 
shall deliver short of the number agreed upon ; un¬ 
less it shall be manifestly made appear that troubles 
in the country have hindered them; prodded al¬ 
ways, and it is hereby agreed that in case the mer¬ 
chants shall comply with this contract within 500 
bales of the whole 3000, that then the President 
and Council will remit the penalty for the said 500 
bales. 

“In witness whereof the said President and 
Council have to one part hereof set their hands, 
and caused the Company’s seal to be affixed ; and 
to the other part the said Merchants have set their 
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ham ]3 and seals the day and year first above 
written.” 

:t 3wc.\ Kim ah, 

“ Xairo Ball Ghetty. 

“ TOMBY ClTETT y. 

“ CoLLaSTIU GlCBTTY. 

“ Moobc "Venkata Chetty.” 

The following story of attempted fraud will ex¬ 
plain itself. 

“ Monday, 3rd April, 1727- Goodapill^ Ban- 
gappah, having brought a Large diamond from the 
mines to be sold here, and being a stranger, and 
recommended to G run pall a goldsmith, to assist 
him in disposing of the said diamond, lie had trust * 
ed him with the sale of it. But the said Gvnapali, 
with intentions to defraud Gooclapilla of the real 
\ alue of tlio diamond, persuaded him upon several, 
delusory pretexts to retire to Conjeveram. lu tho 
mean time, that he might carry on the fraud with 
the greatest security, he possessed the ignorant 
stranger with several groundless calumnies, to tho 
prejudice of tho President’s character nud to the 
trade of the place. Goodapilla being thus removed, 
Gruapah applied hinoself to Gopaul, a .Diamond 
Merchant and they entered into an agreement 
to have the Diamond cut without the owner’s 
knowledge or consent, mid afterwards sold it like¬ 
wise without acquainting him to Mr. Parke a for 
U 50 pagodas, of which Gopaul and Gruapah re - 
received each one half ; though Gruapah had been 
to Conjeveram, and affirmed to G oodapilla that the 
President had taken the stone from him, and had 
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given him only 1500 pagodas fox it j and told him 
that he must not come to Madras^ that if he did 
he; would be in danger. But Goodapilla suapeot- 
irtg the fraud, came at last to Madras ; and having 
information that his diamond had been sold as 
above, made his eoinpinint thereupon to the Pre¬ 
sident, and craved that justice might be done him. 
Whereupon the President had ordered Che 
said Gopaul and Gnuipnh to be committed to 
prison ; of all which he now acquaints the Board , 
and they and Goodapilla being called before the 
Board, find the whole a If ait: being particularly en¬ 
quired into, it appears evident that Gruapah had 
imposed upon, and defrauded Goodapilla Rimg- 
a pah, and aspersed the. President very grossly as 
above narrated. Mr. Barker being called, declared 
he paid so ic ok for the diamond. Gopal. and Gru- 
apnh acknowledge that it was the same diamond 
that Goodapilla had trusted Gruapoh with to 
sell for him, and that they had recei ved each one 
half of the money. Gruapah affirms he had paid 
G-odapiihi 17,000 pagodas , but the other per¬ 
sists to ail inn that he had received only 15*000 
pagodas for his diamond. It being likewise evi¬ 
dent that Gopaul was concurring with Gruapah 
in this cheat, and that he knew the diamond was 
Goodnpilla’s, and hud treated with Mr. Parkes 
about the sale of it, the .Board came to the follow¬ 
ing resolution. 

/* t hat, after deducting (lie charge of cutting the 
said Diamond, and the sum already paid by Oru- 
apah to Goodapfflalk Gopaul and Gruapah do 
make up to him the sum it was sold for, each one 
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half; that Gru&pali being in low circumstances, 
the Secretary do male an inventory of his effects 
and sell them at the Sea Gate by public outcry, 
for payment of hh half of the said money; and 
that if the amount of all his effects shall not 
prove sufficient, that Gopaul shall make up 
the sum tin t shall be wanting; and that he shall 
recover of Grunpah the sum so made good if ever 
lie shall be found to have effects; that both be 
remanded to prison until the judgment is complied 
with, ami that Gruapah be exemjjlarily punished 
for groundlessly aspersing the President's character 
in so gross a manner.’ 5 

Hero the matter ended, and we can only presume 
that the money was subsequently paid. 11 is how- 
over a significant fact that Goodapilla should be so 
easily induced to believe in the oppression charged 
against the Governor. Mr. Macrae’s proceedings 
as regards ; dedopers may be gathered from the 
following extract. 

“ Tuesday, 25th April, 1727. The President 
represents to the Board that several persons, 
without indentures or license to trade as free 
Merchants, thrusting themselves into the several 
branches of the trade of India, are a great prejudice 
to the trade in general, and to the Company’s 
Covenanted Servants and others that have license 
particularly in Pegu. That we are directed by the 
Honorable Court of Directors in their letter dated 
nh January 1726, to send home aH such Traders 
Wherefore the President moves that Miles Barne 
and Thomas Pritchard, both now here and intend¬ 
ed to return to P'‘gu, and Lewis Torncry and James 
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Lander, who arc now tin re trading- (though none of 
the four lias the Company’s Indentures) may be 
served with an order to return to Great Britain, 
conformably to our Honorable Musters’ directions 
fa that respect. 

“ Besolved that the orders for Lewis Tornery 
and James Lander be sent in a general letter to 
Captain Bereyman, Resident at Syrian, by a con¬ 
veyance that now offers; vafh directions to him 
to serve the said orders and see them complied 
with; and that the Secretary do serve Miles Barne 
mid Thomas Pritchard who arc on the place, with 
the like orders.” 

These order* were evaded Mibs Borne and 
Thomas Brito hard obtained to go Lo Pegu for one 
year to recover their effect*, promising faithfully 
to return and embark for England at the expira¬ 
tion of that time. However they broke their word 
and stayed at Pegu ; and the resident at Pegu 
appears to have avoided taking any action in the 
matter. 

"We close the present chapter and the present, 
volume with the following entry, which serves to 
illustrate the nature of the trade with China carried 
On by the Company’s servants at Madras, and at 
the same time indicates the state of existing re¬ 
lations between Fort St. George and Pondicherry. 

tf Wednesday, 1st June. 17£7< The President 
represents to the Board, that ho propose? to send 
a ship to China this year, and is on that account 
in warn of some silver to send cm her; that as the 
Frettdb at Pondicherry have lately sold their silver 

55 


434 HU.TOBY or BfAUKAS* H736-27- 

nt fourteen and three eights dollars weight per ten 
pagodas, ho is willing to take the Company*^ at that 
price, with the allowance of a quarter more as usual 
for fihips that go for China. Agreed to deliver the 
President thirty Chests of silver at those rates/ 
The concluding years of Governor Macrae’s au* 
ministration will be treated in the next volume. 
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JVBT PUBLISHED. 

MADRAS IN THE OLDEN TIME: being a 
history of the Presidency from the first founda¬ 
tion of Fort St, George to the Governorship oi 
Thomas Pitt, Grandfather of the Earl of Cha¬ 
tham, 1630—1708 compiled from Official lie 
cords, by J. Talbots Wilgeler, Steep, miua- 
ture quarto, with Fac sunilies of the autographs 
of the early Governors of Madras. Ha. 5-(h 

HAND-BOOK TO THE MADRAS RECORDS, 
with Chronological Annals of the Madras Pre¬ 
sidency from 1639 to 1861, 8vo, cloth... Ra. 8-8, 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, 

* u It ntfonls us much pleasure to observe that 
two very interesting and valuable publications are 
on the eve of being given to the world by Mr. Hig- 
oiNBOTjiAM. We allude to Mi, Talbots W ii eel- 
kb’s volume entitled “■ Madras ia the Olden 
Time/:- and his “ Hand-Book to the. Madras Re¬ 
cords, preserved in the Government Oil ice/' The 
former of these works is a re-print of that admira¬ 
ble series of papers which have for some time past 
enriched the columns of the Indian State man. 
Those papers arc so widely known and highly ap¬ 
preciated, that wi need say nothing more about 
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them. In the meantime we have immediately to 
deal with Mr. Wheeler’ s Summary (i. e. Hand- 
Book) of the Records of the Presidency, which 
lies beside us. Mr. Wijeeler lias had a rich 
mine opened to him, and has made the best of his 
opportunity. He was appointed Inst year to search 
through the Government Records, aud to give an 
opinion as to the value of them, nor could the task 
have been placed in better hands. His report on 
them lias been pronounced perfectly satisfactory 
by the Madras Government.— Athenaeum, March 
2d, 1861. 

“ The Reporter has performed his task with so 
much ability, as wo said on a previous occasion, 
and has so condensed the voluminous documen¬ 
tary matter submitted to his treatment, that, to 
use a pithy old Scotch proverb, we have c * great 
gear packed in little bulk,” and can make extracts 
invitingly short. Mr. YVheelek’s toil in wading 
through the Records above mentioned, with a view 
to that re-classification of the whole effected fyy 
him, must have been enormous.— Athcnanm, 
March 12th, 1861. 

ft We have been favoured with a copy of Mr. J, 
Talboys Wheeler’s entertaining work, entitled, 
u Madras in the Olden Time” a history of this 
Presidency from its first foundation to the Go¬ 
vernorship of Thomas Pitt, Grandfather of the 
Earl of Chatham. This interesting work, com¬ 
piled from otlicial records in the Government 
Office, had already afforded us a good deal of 
amusement, a.ud no little instruction, as it appeared 
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in a fragmentary state in the Tnd'wv Statement It 
comprises the unm's of our Madras Commonwealth 
during a period hitherto little known or studied, 
extending from 1639 to 1 702 : and we must . ca¬ 
fes* vv did not imagine that old Madras could 
have famished any tiling so interesting. Had the 
prospectus of such a work been set before us, we 
shornd have smiled incredulously at the promise 
of entertainment; but we can assure our readers 
that a perusal cf this little history will amply re¬ 
pay thorn both with valuable information and 
amusement. Mr. W usf.Ler has eliminated what is 
dull and commercial, and hi:* thrown a charm over 
the early records of our Ihv ; lency by his easy 
and pleasant style, whilst he has also exhibited his 
subject in connection with the history of the times 
in a most instructive manner. 

<c Madras has reason to be grateful for the la¬ 
bours of Mr. Wheeler, and we hope erelong to 
see a continuation of his researches into times of 
still increasing interest, and importance. Madras 
Observer, March 14th, 1801. 

« Madras in thd Olden Time,” a compilation 
from the records of Government by Mr. J. T. 
Wheel eh* has just been published in convenient 
form by Mr. Higginbotham. The student of 
Indiau history will find mu h to interest hun in 
the old iteeovds for the fir?t time disintttTed and 
arranged chronologically by Mr. W heelek, for 
the Indian, Statesman and now placed before the 
public in a compact volume by Mr. Higginbo¬ 
tham. The compiler appears to have laboured with 
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great /uai and industry, wading through hundred a 
of volumes of consultations” and wo think it must 
K k admitted by ah who perused the several chap 
tors as they appeared in the Statesman that the 
perm's.non accorded by the Government to Mr. 
Wii'ft ft has been used very judiciously. So far 
as aware able to judge, we should say that no event 
of any importance in the history of the infant Pre¬ 
sidency has been, omitted, whilst the extracts refer¬ 
ring to the quarrels of the Go vein or s with one 
another, with their servants and subjects ami with 
the native chiefs from the Naik of Poonainallee to 
the great Mogul himself, convey the most vivid 
description of the position, maimers and character 
of-the first settlers, aud of the people by whom 
they w ere surrounded. As to Mr yYheelek the 
least wo can say of him is that, whilst he has fur¬ 
nished the public with some very interesting and 
amusing reading, he has added a '.iluable contri¬ 
bution to Indian History.— Bxamker* March 2d, 
.186 L 

** The whole period about which Mr. Wheeler 
writes is between 1639 and 1703, corresponding, 
as he remarks, almost exactly with that of Lord 
Macaulay’s History. The materials lor the nar¬ 
rative have been collected after an. amount of la¬ 
bour, which few would voluntarily undertake, from 
the old Government Keeorda. It was well known 
that, amidst very xnucb that was uninteresting a ad 
having reference only to mercantile transactions, 
auch that was valuable and amusing might be . dis¬ 
covered if any one sufficiently indefatigable would 
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imderf<ikc the work. A few scraps of valuable 
matter kid been disinterred from among’ the rub¬ 
bish which sui rounded them, but it was left for Mr. 
Wheeler to gather up all these fragments, sepa¬ 
rate them from the worthless material by which they 
arc encrusted, ami work them into one, continuous 
and readable narrative .”—Madras Crescent, March 
23d, 18(11. 

The Jlurfovv. writing of Mr. Wheeler’s work 
-ay*: - 

“ We have to acknowledge the receipt of c< Mad¬ 
ras: in the Olden Time,” from 1639 to 1702 a 
seemingly very interesting work,, by J.. T. Wna- 
IfMwJSJLQ.? fc\very page of it uiio \ cliioh ive hi; VcT 
had time to look contain;■> matter of nuicli‘interest 
to any settler in the East.” 

Cf In conclusion, we may notice the fact two works 
have issued from me of the local presses of great 
interest to ill who are cornice cod with Madras, and 
of cousicloj able importance to the student of Indian 
History, They are both written by Mi*. J. Tal¬ 
bots Wheel eh, the Editor of the *Indian Stales- 
titan, and are deservedly spoken of in the highest 
terras in two reviews which we quote elsewhere. 
One is iC Madras in the Olden Time” being a his- 
iory of this Presidency from its fet foundation to 
the Governorship of Mr. Thomas Pitt, Grandfather 
of the Eju'I of Chatham, that is, from 1 6 8 9 to 
1702. This Period has been almost ignored by 
Mill, and where alluded to hy him h in many ii> 
stances inaccurately treated. As the present 
work is com piled from the Government Records, 
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which were placed it Mu*. Viueltsa’s disposal 
h\ the Madras Government, ail the foots connected 
with the early history of the Presidency have bee a 
fo: the first time brought to light m a handy and 
well printed Volume. The other w ork is a Hand- 
Book to the old Records of Madras which lias 

♦. been prepared for Government. It deals'*with the 
same subject of Madras in the Olden Time, but is 
of course more official in stylo:, it is nevertheless 
highly in tcresti ng. 1 Over la n d AtJwi'tnm, March 

mh' 1861. 

i* “ We have now b ode us the publication referred 
to, in the form of a “ Hand-Book to the Madras 
Records, 5> a pamphlet in boards extending to the 
length of 94 pages, (with Chvohbfo^fcd! a munis ex¬ 
tending over 40 pages,) mid full of most interesting 
matter connected with the past history of our Presi¬ 
dency, which we heartily command to the notice of 
our readers, as a valuable addition to their libraries. 
They will learn from it much that even the most 
studious among them, and those best acquainted 
with extant books relative to India, never knew 
before, because he has wisely been permitted to 
open to them sources of iiiformation hitherto con¬ 
cealed, and the nature mid value of winch was 
unknown to the possessors of the I mpure so long 
kept under lock and key, in the archie ves of Fort 
Saint George. Regarding th: excellence of the 
Report, and the amount of labour bestowed on the 
preparation of it, we need add nothing to what we 
have said already, but we must particularly men¬ 
tion in addition to the Report, as now printed, of 


4*41 


thirty-one pages, which are perhaps more valuable 
for the purposes of reference, although less directly 
instructive and amusing, than the KepoH itself, as 
they contain s< Chronological Annals of the British 
Government at Madras, from the earliest period to 
the present day ; 1(531 to 1861.” In those 1 An¬ 
nals” Mr. Wheeler has brought his work down 
io the 8th of March 1861, his record concluding 
with a notice of the late lamented Bishop of 'Mad ¬ 
ras. He has furnished a minute and correct chro 
nological series of past events, not to be found 
elsewhere, which every one who wishes to leum 
the past history of Madras will do well to con 
suit .—Alkenmum, April 13th, 1861. 

b Kf Madras in the Oloen Tbib ; being ts 
history of the Presidency from the fir? 1 ; foundation 
to the Governorship of Thomas Pitt, Grandfather 
of the Earl of Chatham — 1689 -1702 such is 
the title of a work compiled from official records, 
by J. Talbots Wheeler, Professor of Moral 
Philosophy and Logie, Madras Presidency College. 
The work first appeared ns a series of papers in 
one of the ablest of our Indian journals, the In- 
dmt Statesman. Many of our readers will remem¬ 
ber that a similar work, entitled a The English in 
Western India , ** by the late lamented Phillip A n • 
derson, a Chaplnm on this Establishment, appear¬ 
ed as a series of papers in our own columns. The 
two works ^re the best we have on 1 the Oldeu 
lime in India/ They are replete with information, 
amusemenl, and interest. ... ... ,. ii% 

We could give our readers, if our space permitted, 
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many more amusing pictures from the tvork before 
us. ‘ We shall, however, conclude by supplying 
them with,a tableau .pietml of Port St. George at 
the end of the seventeen! h century. " They will 
hear the gun fired at early morning,—and they will 
see the gradual stir of the inhabitants,—the mea¬ 
sured - ramp of the European soldier,—the little 
stately peon with his sword and buckler,—the rush 
of noisy and naked coolies,-—the appearance ot ap¬ 
prentices, writers, factors,Imd merchants in half- 
Hindoo costume,—the assembly lor morning pray¬ 
ers in the little chapel, good master Patrick War¬ 
ner officiating in his gown and bands, and indig¬ 
nant at the smallness of his congregation,—the 
opening of the Factory ami jabbering crowd of 
Native traders,—the grand displays of European 
goods for sale, and packing up of Native Mer¬ 
chandise for export home,— the little school room 
and long array of little boys and girls,—tlte order¬ 
ly dinner shortly after noon, where all are assem¬ 
bled at the. general table from the apprentices to 
the Honorable Governor himself,—the. return to 
the labors of the desk and ware-house, until the 
joyous hour of closing has arrived, and the jaded 
Europeans recruit their exhausted spirits with the 
pleasures of punch, tobacco, and other perauits 
wbich we need not and cannot name. If it is 
Sunday, all would be changed ; for m old times 
English Sundays were rigidly observed as little 
festivals. Then Europeans, civilians as well, as 
soldiers dropped their half nathe attire, and were 
apparelled in the European fashion of the time. 
Then for a brief hour or two the Chaplain would be a 
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-’venter man -than the Governor. Then he would 
Renounce vice mul popery o his heart's content, 
a jnd expound the Scriptures by the light of a r Sco - 
ogicaJ learning which was almost general in those 
1 lays whim the Church was a living reality, but 
' vhieh is fast passing away now. Then the Church 
Cotlid boast of lilerary giants, such as Walton, 
,< ightfooi, Stillingfleefc, Beveridge t thousand time- 
SoHore<i names. She has few men to boast of 
—Bombay '%ztite. 
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